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Page.  Line. 

24  Line  tilt,  read  /be. 

27  26.  For  quacks,  r.  phyfcians. 
50  24.  For  1200,  r.  12.000. 

61  5.  For  weft,  r.  eo//. 

101  o.  For  600,  r.  6000. 

109  tilt*  For  contain ,  r.  cantoir. 
US  ulr.  For  784,  r.  734. 

1 53  5-  For  ipfauls ,  r.  ijfauls. 

19.  For  maialr,  r.  materials . 
264  16.  Dele  and. 

190  31.  For  6000,  r.  60,000. 

197  23.  For  did  take,  r.  did  not 
take. 

203  9.  After  the  word  againft, 
r.  Mr  Keith,  there  add  a 
comma,  and  dele  who. 
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250  31.  For  1748,  r.  1740. 

332  a 5.  For  /Ar*o  ptncr,  r.  three 
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281  28.  For  Fatiana ,  r.  Tatiana . 
368  18.  For  Aftanatius,  r.  >fwa- 
ftatius. 


Page.  Line. 

23  18.  Dele  unfortunate  before 
Prince. 

99  13.  Dele  no/ betwixt /or  and 
fending. 

182  2.  For  Ruffian,  r.  Armenian. 

234  19.  For  would  be ,  r.  oooidd 
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277  28.  For  right,  r.  left  arm. 

317  19.  Betwixt  though  and  in 
add  no/. 

329  28.  Add  pretty  before  youth. 

332  ult.  Dele  A//. 

372  21.  For  r.  wfl//. 

380  1 1 .  For  talkoners ,  r.  falconers • 

417  11.  After /or,  add  n/*. 

469  29.  For  Tnrfo,  r.  Per  fans. 
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59a  19.  Betwixt  on  and  Eftlan - 
dia ,  add  the  eajl . 
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keru  the  author  refiding  at  a  diftfnce  from  the  prefs,  which  the  candid 
reader  will  plcafe  excufe, 
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T  t>  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

the  Countess  Bomtager  6f 

H  Y  N  D  F  O  R  D, 

Delict  of 
THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 
J  OHN  Earl  of  Hyndford, 

VISCOUNT  INGLISBURY  AND  GRANGE^ 
LORD  CARMICHAEL  OF  CARMICHAEL, 
KNIGHT  OF  THE 
MOST  ANCIENT  ORDER  OF 
THE  THISTLEj 
ONE  OF  THE  LORDS  OF 
HIS  MAJESTY'S  BED  CHAMBER, 
LORD  LIEUTENANT  AND 
PRINCIPAL  SHERIFF 
OF  THE 

COUNTY  OF  LANARK, 

ONE  OF  Hts  MAJESTY’* 

MOST  HONOURABLE  PRIVY  COUNCIL* 

AND 

VICE  ADMIRAL  OF  SCOTLAND* 


My  Lady, 

THough  fulfome  flattery  finds  the  mat¬ 
ter,  and  forms  the  manner,  of  mod  of 
our  modern  dedications,  yet  true  merit  fhuns 
praife,  where  the  femblance  of  it,  fond  of 
fame,  feeks  no  more:  Hence  the  pen  of  a 
parafite charged  with  adulation,  decorates  his 
patron  with  divine  honours,  who  is,  perhaps, 
devoid  of  every  human  virtue. 
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DEDICATION. 

The  purpofe,  my  Lady,  of  the  prefent 
dedication  is  very  different ;  it  is  not  to  play 
the  panegyrift,  but  to  publifh  the  truth  ;  and 
even  now,  as  formerly,  to  declare  that  gra¬ 
titude  which  ftill  glows'  in  my  heart  for  the 
countenance  and  protection  with  which  your 
late  and  much  lamented  Lord  was  pleafech 
ip.  the  year  1748,  to  honour  me  3t  |he 
court  of  St  Peterfburgh;  as  alfo,  to  the  laft 
hour  of  his  Lordfhip’s  precious  life,  to  di- 
flinguitli  me  with  the  amiable  appellation  of 
Friend. 

The  great  dead  toe  held  ip  everlafting 
remembrance  ;  as  the  good  man,  and  the 
true  patriot,  though  ordered,  with  others,  to 
the  chambers  of  death,  ftiH  lives,  and  will  e- 
ver  be  a  memorial*  and  a  miniftcr  of  virtue, 
.even  to  thofe  on  whom  ,  the  end  of  the 
world  fhall  come. 


StJCH,  my  Lady,  fo  full  of  merit,  fo  re¬ 
markably  renowned  was  your  late  Lord,  and 
hence  fo  highly  honoured  by  foreign  courts  ; 
particularly  By  that  of  St.  Peterfburgh,  where 
his  Lordfliip  fo  long,  and  fo  worthily  ;repre- 
fented  hislate  Majefty,  of  glorious  memory* 
There:  hjs  Lordfhipdid  fignal  deeds  and, 
.favoured  by  the.  Emprefs  Elisabeth,  a  great 
and  magnanimoua  Princefs,  found  no  diffi¬ 
culty,  in  accomplifhmg  wliat  his  prcdeceflbrs 
could  only  attempt.  .  ....  j 
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The  Emprefs  of  Germany,  and  the  King 
pf  Pruflia,  two  mighty  potentates,  charmed 
with  his  Lordlhip’s  charad;er,  and  confcious 
of  his  great  wifdom  and  worth,  were  plea- 
fed,  with  his  Britannic  Majefty's  permiffion, 
to  lodge  with  him  a  carte  biattcbe  to  arbitrate 
a  peace  between,  them ;  which  he  effected  to 
the  entire  latisfadtion  of  thole  high  con? 
tending  powers,  and  much  to  the  honour  of 
Great  Britain ! 

Your  Ladyfhip’s  mod  amiable  and.  ex¬ 
cellent  endowments  open  a. large  field  ;  but, 
certain  I  (hould  offend,  I  mult  here  be  fi- 
lent,  and  ceafe  to  celebrate  them ;  honour¬ 
ed,  however,  with  your  permifiion,  I  humbly 
beg  leave  to  lay  the  following  (heets  before 
you,  in  the  pleafing  hope,  that,  whatever 
judgment  the  public  may  form  of  them, 
they  will  be  gracioufly  received  by  you  as  a. 
proof  of  that  gratitude,  refpeft,  and  efteem, 
with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be. 


May  it  pleafe  your  Ladyfhip, 


Your  Ladyftiip’s  mod  obliged. 


Moll  humble,  and  mod  obedient  fervant. 


TohnCook. 
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CHAP.!. 

Concerning  the  memorable  revolution  at  the  Court 
of  St  Petersburgh,  in  the  night  betwixt  the 
24th  And  25th  of  November  0*  S.  1 741. 

IN  treating  of  this  extraordinary  revolu¬ 
tion,  I  (hall  firft  give  an  account  of  what 
I  ofeferved  mylelf  the  day  before,  and  the 
day  after  it  happened  ;  I  fhall  next  give 
fuch  account  of  the  manner,  and  the  aflift- 
ance  the  Princefs  had,  to  carry  on  this  fur- 
prifing  revolution,  as  I  had  from  good 
authority ;  altogether  disregarding  what  at 
that  time  was  published  in  news-papers,  ma¬ 
gazines,  <&c.  becaufe  I  airt  very  certain  they 
.  Were  really  erroneous. 

About  three  o'clock  In  the  morning  of  the 
twenty 'fifth  inftant,  I  was  routed  out  of  my 
fleep  by  a  very  rude  knocking  at  the  gate  of 
my  wife’s  father’s  houfe,  where  I  then  lodg¬ 
ed.  The  gate  being  opened,  a  lerjeant  of  the 
guards  entered,  and  went  to  Mr  Selkirk  fur* 
geon  to  their  regiment,  who  lodged  in  the 

A  next 
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next  rfcpm  150  mine.  The  ferjeant  acquaint¬ 
ed  him,  that,  by  orders  from  Court,  his  at¬ 
tendance  there,  in  the  winter  palace,  was  ex¬ 
pected  with  all  convenient  fpeed ;  that  he  did 
not  know  the  reafon  of  thefe  orders,  but 
that  lie  was  going  through  to  warn  all  the 
officers  belonging  to  that  company  to  make 
their  immediate  appearance  in  the  winter 
palace :  Upon  -which  he  went  off*,  and  I 
went  to  Mr  Selkirk,  who  had  very  many 
years  ferved  in  the  guards,  and  afked  him* 
l^Vhat  he  thought  could  be  the  reafon  of  fuch 
orders  £t  that  time  ?  He  faid,  that  he  ful- 
peCted  the  young  Emperor  was  dead  ;  for 
h<f  never  got  fuch  orders  in  the  night-time, 
except  , upon  the  like  occafions.  I  told  him 
that  yefterday  morning  I  had  feen  the  guard? 
pay  their  refpefts  to  the  Emperor,  who  waa 
in  his  nurfe’s  arms  at  a  window  ;  that  I  alfo 
iaW  his  father,  the  gcneraliflimo  with  his  bro¬ 
ther  driving  in  an  open  fledge,  unattended 
by  any,  except  his  liverymen,  through  the 
Greets  ;  therefore,  at  that  time,  it  was  nojt 
-probable  that  the  Emperor  was  fick.  He 
went  away,  nor  did  he  return  when  I  left 
*he  houfe  at  ten  of  the  clock  forenoon  ;  nor 
■had  any  thing  as  yet  trapfpired  in  that  pant 
of  the  city  where  I  liyed.  I  went  ftraigh£ 
to  the  admiralty,  diftant  about  a  mile,  and 
■phferved  many  foldiers  marching  from  the 
-neighbouring  villages  into  the  city,  in  deep 
iiknoe,  dragging  then:  arms  upon  iindUhand 

fledges* 
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fledges.  Few  citizens  appeared  dn  the 
{beets.  When  I  came  near  the  admiralty,  X 
few  many1  thoufands  of  foldiers  on  the  great 
area  before  the  winter  palace,  tolling  their 
hats  high  in  the  air,  calling  oat  at  the  fame 
time  :  But  the  difiance  I  was  from  them  pre¬ 
vented  my  hearing  diftinctly  what  they  fkid, 
and  I  judged  it  not  prudent  to  afk  any  que- 
ftions  as  I  was  a  foreigner.  I  therefore  con¬ 
tinued  my  journey,  and  pad  all  the  centi- 
nds  about  the  admiralty,  without  their 
fpeaking  one  word  to  me'-:  At  laft,  when  1> 
entered  into  the  chamber  where  I  was  ex- 
pelting  to  get  my  affairs  foon  ended,  I  ob- 
ferved  the  writers,  (not  employed  a s  they 
ulbd  to  be)  fitting  whifpering  fomewhat  a- 
mongft  tbemfelves :  When  I  had  made  inqui¬ 
ry  about  my  affairs,  they  let  me  know  that 
no  affairs  would  be  tran failed  that  day.  I' 
lietired,  now  not  doubting  of  fomething  ex¬ 
traordinary  having  happened  at  Court,  but 
never  dreamed  of  the  true  affair  :  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  next  towards  the  draw-bridge,  but  the' 
oentinel  laid  that' he  had  orders  that  morn¬ 
ing  not  to  permit  any  perfon  to  go  out  of 
the  admiralty,  but  to  hinder  none  to  come 
in. 

The  reader  muft  know,  that  there  is  al¬ 
ways  a  confide  rable  party  of  men  from  the 
guards,  and  alfo  a  command  of  iailors.  The' 
guards  are  obliged  to  obey  the  orders  of  the 
admiralty,,  and  thefe  were  the  orders  for  that- 
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day.  Underftanding  that  Mr  Caithnefs  w^s 
in  the  admiralty  upon  duty,  I  went  to  him, 
and  he  confirmed  what  the  centinel  had  (aid 
to  be  true  ;  but  I  ohleryed  to  Mr  Caith-r 
nefs,  that  fuch  orders  could  only  refpect  pro¬ 
perly  the  fervants  of  the  admiralty,  becaufe 
it  would  be  very  abfurd  to  imagine  that  the 
board  could  think  of  detaining  every  perfon 
belonging  po  the  fleet,  and  far  lefs  me  who 
belonged  to  the  port  of  Aftrachan.  1  there-; 
fore  propofed,  that  he  (hould  go  with  me  to 
the  captain  of  the  guards  then  upon  duty, 
and  be  made  certain  of  this  affair.  To  this 
he  agreed  ;  but  faid  I  would  be  welcome  to 
his  table  and  bed,  if  the  captain  (hould  infill 
on  detaining  me,  He  laid,  that  fuch  an  or¬ 
der  never  had  been  fent  to  the  admiralty 
fince  he  began  to  ferve  ;  but  though  he  was 
fiire  the  orders  proceeded  from  the  Court,  he 
could  not  guels  what  the  caufe  might  be,  and 
thought,  for  my  own  fafety,  that  I  would  do 
well  to  remain  where  I  was  j  but  all  the 
world  knows,  that  new  married  people  think 
otherways.  Accordingly,  when  we  went  to 
the  captain,  he  was  of  rpy  opinion,  and  laid, 
there  was  extant  a  fpecial  order  from  Peter 
the  Great,  commanding  that  people  in  the 
medical  way  fhould,  under  no  pretence  what- 
foever,  except  for  capital  crimes,  be  detain¬ 
ed,  either  by  night  or  by  day;  and  this  order 
he  (howed  us,  but  jokinglyTaid,  he  would 
take  upon  him  to  detain  me  till  we.  had  ta* 

hen 
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ken  a  glafs  of  good  wine,  to  which,  at  that 
time,  I  could  have  iio  manner  of  objection, 
having  wandered  long  about  the  (tracts  and 
admiralty. 

Thus  having,  as  I  thought,  got  my  free*' 
dom,  I  reared  out  of  the  admiralty,  and  dir 
reified  my  fteps  towards  the  ftreet  where  the 
Britilh  live,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  admiralty, 
I  was  neceflarilv  obliged  to  pafs  by  two  gates 
leading  into  the  grand  chancellor's  court, 
which  were  open,  but  two  centinels  placed 
at  each  of  them  ;  and  inftead  of  noblemen 
and  the  ribbon -gentry  walking  in  the  court, 
I  could  difcover  only  foldiers,  who  kept  a 
profound  (ilence,  This,  I  imagined,  had  no 
promifing  appearance.  I  next  went  to  Prince 
Golitzin,  nephew  to  my  commander  ;  the 
door  was  open,  and  I  went  into  the  lobby, 
but  difcovered  no  perfon  ;  I  then  (hut  the 
door,  and  palled  through  the  anti-chamber 
into  the  bed-room,  but  not  a  perlon  was 
there,  which  never  ufed  to  be  the  cale  for¬ 
merly.  I  now  began  to  be  uneafy  that  I 
had  proceeded  fo  far,  though  1  was  well 
known  to  the  Prince  and  all  his  (ervants;  I 
therefore  retired,  and  was  determined  to 
chide  the  leryants  for  taking  (o  little  care  of 
the  houfe;  but  after  having  wandered  a- 
roongft  the  fervants  rooms,  bawling  as  loud 
36  I  could,  I  could  fee  no  perfon.  At  laft,  I 
entered  the  kitchen,  and  there  I  difturbed  a 


poor  (bullion  out  of  a  deep  deep,  who,  in  an- 

fwer 
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fiver  to  tKe  queftjons  I  put  to  him,  only  find, 
that  no  part  of  the  houfe  was  intruded  to 
Uinx  but  the  kitchen  ;  that  he  neither  knew 
where  the  Prince  nor  his  fervants  were,  but 
that  about  midnight  all  was  in  a  great  hurry, 
fince  which  time  he  was  thankful  for  having 
got  a  good  deep.  I  advifed  him  to  go  withr 
me  to  make  the  ftreet-door  fecure,  which 
he  declined.  As  I  came  to  the  lobby,  a  gre¬ 
nadier  of  the  guards,  much  the  worfe  of  li¬ 
quor,  was  daggering  about  the  houfe  ;  ho 
eyed  me,  as  if  mifchief  was  his  intention,  and,, 
in  a  very  uncommon  rude  manner,  abufedl 
me,  though  I  was  d refled  in  the  uniform* 
calling  me  foreign  blood-fucker,  and  the  like. 
Not  being  able  to  get  out  of  the  houfe  with¬ 
out  palling  through  the  lobby,  which  was  ve- 
iy  large,  I  laid  my  hand  on  my  Iword,  and* 
defired  him  to  be  quiet,  for  1  intended  him* 
no  hurt ;  but  allured  him,  that  if  he  offered* 
to  touch  his  fword,  or  otherways  attack  me, 

I  would  inflautly,  in  my  own  defence,  difc 
patch  him.  This  had  the  defired  effect.  I  got 
out  of  the  houfe  without  further  trouble,  and 
went  to  Mr  Finche’s,  where  I  met  with  one 
of  his  fecretaries,  who  laid  that  Mr  Finche 
was  to  be  Ipoken  with  by  none,  but  defired 
that  I  would  return  at  dinnertime,  and  fpend 
the  afternoon  with  them,  when  I  would  be 
informed  more  certainly  of  what  had  hap¬ 
pened  at  Court,  than  was  poflible  for  him  to 
do  at  that  time*  He  told  me,  however,  that 

the 
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the  Princefs  Elifabeth  had  mounted  her  fa¬ 
ther’s  throne,  and  had  put  under  ftrong  guard 
the  royal  family,  and  lent  the  late  miniftry 
to  the  cattle.  I  promifed  not  to  fail  to  come 
at  the  time  appointed,  and  immediately  pal- 
fed  by  the  Ruffian  noblemen’s  houfes,  whom 
I  had  any  concern  for,  without  fpeaking  to 
any,  except  where  I  was  well  acquainted,  f 
law  Admiral  Golovine’s  houfe  in  good  order, 
as  alio  Count  Lacy^s.  Count  Levold’s  houfe 
was  be  let  with  foldicrs,  as  was  Count  .Golofr 
kin’s,  and  the  Field-marfhal  Count  Muinich’s. 
tfaving  made  my  tour,  I  returned  to  the  fe>* 
cretaries.  I  cannot  help  acquainting  the  rea¬ 
der,  that  at  this  time  I  was  fenfibly  touched 
for  the  fafety  of  the  royal  family,  and  deeply 
offered  with  the  thoughts  of  the  vanity  and 
du&uation  of  all  human  grandeur,  though 
1  really  was  fo  far  from  knowing  perfonally 
any  thing  of  that  illuflrious  family,  that  I  ne¬ 
wer  fpoke  to  one  within  the  precincts  of  die 
palace,  except  to  the  archiator.  Whatever  right 
the  Princefs  Elifabeth  might  have,  Rill  I  fete 
for  the  royal  prifoners,  who  never  had  adted, 
as  far  as  1  knew,  but  with  great  equity,  mild- 
jieis,  and  moderation,  during  their  Ihort  re¬ 
gency. 


C  H  A 
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chap*  it* 

A  relation  of  What  the  Author  was  informed  of 
concerning  this  revolution * 

SPIES  had  been  lent  every  where  to  bring 
information  of  every  thing  which  bad 
happened*  and  whatever  news  could  be  pickr 
ed  up.  I  (hall  not  only  relate  what  I  was 
informed  of  that  day,  but  give  a  concife  ac¬ 
count  of  thefe  affairs,  which  I  had  from  very 
good  authority.  On  the  24th  of  November 
1741 ,  a  meflenger,  it  wa9  faid*  was  fent  from 
the  Grand  Chancellor  Count  Ofterman,  by  a 
major  of  the  guards,  who  is  commonly  ma¬ 
jor-general  of  the  army,  to  the  Princefs  F.lil’a- 
beth,  demanding  to  know  whether  her  High- 
nefs  would  not  be  pleafed  to  keep  her  court 
in  Mofcow,  or  any  other  place,  rather  than 
in  St  Peterfburgh ;  fecondly,  acquainting  her 
that  the  Court  was  difpleafed  at  her  furgeon 
Mr  Leftoig’s  going  fo  frequently  amongft  fo¬ 
reign  miniflers,  elpecially  die  French  ;  and 
daftly,  defiling  her  to  keep  that  man  at  home, 
otherways  they  would  be  obliged  to  take  care 
of  him.  The  Princefs  returned  this  anfwer. 
That  though  fhe  had  all  manner  of  regard  for 
the  meflenger,  (the  major-general,)  yet  fhe 
could  not  help  taking  notice,  that  fhe  thought 
2“‘wfcU  Became  Count  Ofterman,  or  any  fub- 
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je&  in  Ruflia,  to  have  brought  the  meflage 
himfelf  to  the  only  furviving  daughter  of  Pe-* 
ter  the  Great.  That  (he  could  entertain  no 
notion,  that  her  eoufin  the  Grand  Duchefs, 
nor  any  of  the  Royal  Family,  could  be  jea-1 
lous  of  a  (ingle  helplefs  lady,  who  had  her 
foie  fupport  from  them  j  Mid  therefore  fuf* 
pe&ed  that  Count  Ofterman  only  intended 
to  affront  her*  as  her  eoufin  and  (he  had  e- 
ver  lived  in  the  ftri&eft  and  moft  cordial 
friendfhip.  She  (aid,  that  every  one  knew 
Leftoig  to  be  a  very  rambling  man,  and  a 
lover  of  game  ;  therefore  (he  wais  certain 
he  could  have  no  other  motive  of  going  to 
the  Marquis  Chetardie,  but  for  playr  How¬ 
ever  (ince  that  was  difegreeable  to  Count  Of¬ 
terman,  (he  would  not  fail  to  lay  her  com¬ 
mand*  upon  him,  to  forbear  going  there 
any  more,  which  if  he  difregarded,  (he 
would  acquaint  Count  Ofterman,  therewith, 
(b  that  he  might  take  what  meafures  he 
plea  fed.  Laftly,  (he  exprefled  much  fur- 
prife  that  fo  great  a  politician  as  Count  Of¬ 
terman,  could  be  any  way  alarmed  at  the 
a&ions  of  fuch  a  gamefter  as  Leftoig.  Jt 
feems  the  anfwer  lulled  Ofterman  and  the 
whole  court  afleep  ;  they  thought  no  more 
of  it.  But  k  was  other  ways  with  the  Prin- 
ce(s,  (he  was  extremely  uneafy,  nor  could 
(he  be  prevailed  upon  to  go  to  bed.  She 
complained  that  die  was  indifpofed,  yet 
would  not  let  any  of  her  fervants.  go  for 
B  Leftoig, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  1C 


io  VOYAGES  AND 

Lcftoig,  who  at  that  time  was  at  the  Mar* 
quis  Chetar die’s  houle. 

At  laft  he  arrived,  (for  he  lodged  in  her 
palace,)  at  midnight,  when  they  had  pri¬ 
vate  difcourfe  together.  What  palled  at 
that  private  conference  was  repotted,  and 
as  diis  dangerous  affair  took  a  happy  turn,  it 
is  probably  true  :  For  Leftoig  was  a  man  of 
no  great  delicacy,  and  belides,  he  ran  no 
rifque  in  telling  it  when  the  Princefs  was 
fixed  on  the  throne.  The  Princels  having 
related  what  had  palled  between  her  and  the 
Major  General,  Leftoig  fell  on  his  knees, 
conjured  her  to  lofe  no  time  in  carrying 
their  concerted  project  into  execution  ;  for 
faid  he,  if  you  do  not,  I  can  ealily  forelee 
what  is  to  happen.  This  affair  has  taken 
air.  They  have  got  hold  of  the  end  of  a 
clew  which  you  may  depend  upon  they  will 
not  part  with,  till  all  is  found  out;  if  you 
do  not  immediately  proceed  we  are  undone ; 
your  Highnefs  will  be  happy  in  being  Ihut 
up  in  a  monalbery  during  life  :  But  I,  who, 
you  are  fenlible,  have  always  been  faithful 
to  you,  after  having  undergone  extreme  tor¬ 
ments,  have  the  only  chance  of  being  broken 
on  the  wheel,  or  hung  up  by  the  ribs  alive  ; 
therefore  lofe  no  time,  you  know  the  guards 
adore  you,  go  with  me  immediately  to  the 
barracks,  and  I  will  pawn  my  life  to  get  as 
many  men,  without  their  officers,  as  will 
fix  you  on  your  father’s  throne.  To  this  die 

Princels 
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Prineefs  contented,  and  Mr  Leftoig  ordered 
his  own  fledge  to  be  gotten  ready,  and, 
having  teated  himfelf  in  it,  ordered  his  fer- 
vant  to  bed,  faying  that  he  had  a  patient  to 
viiit,  and  would  call  upon  another  to  take 
care  of  the  horfet  at  his  return.  He  then 
drove  to  the  place  agreed  upon  to  meet  with 
the  Prineefs,  who  very  pointedly  was  there 
with  a  trufty  groom,  a  German,  called 
Greenfield.  The  Princels  took  her  feat  in 
the  fledge,  the  groom  drove  the  horfes,  and 
Leftoig,  as  lacquey,  flood  behind,  and  in  this 
manner  they  drove  to  the  barracks. 

Some  years  before  this  happened,  the 
Court  thought  proper  for  the  conveniency 
of  the  guards  to  build,  on  the  fouth  lide  of 
of  St  Peterfburgh,  large  good  timber  houfes 
for  the  guards,  planned  out  in  large  ftraight 
ftreeta :  The  officers  have  all  houfes  with  their 
regiment  a-part :  There  are  no  walls  about 
them,  fb  that  any  perfon  may  drive  through 
amongft  them  in  the  night-time  without  hin¬ 
drance.  The  rooms  where  the  foldiers 
fleep  are  fo  large  that  forty  men  fleep  in 
one  room. 

The  Prineefs  arrived  at  the  firft  of  thofe 
houfes,  and  Lefloig  fummoned  them  to  get 
up.  At  firft,  the  foldiers  were  out  of  hu¬ 
mour  at  bring  difturbed :  But  they  no  foon- 
er  tew  the  Prineefs  Elizabeth,  who  did  not 
fail  to  let  them  know  that  her  life  was  in 
danger,  than  they  fell  on  their  knees,  and 

fwore 
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fwore  to  {land  by  her,  and  place  her  on  hep 
fapheris  throne.  They  afiembled  only  three 
hundred  well  armed  men  without  one  offi¬ 
cer,  fo  that  all  the  accounts  In  thefe  times, 
given  in  the  public  papers  and  magazines, 
are  abfolutely  falfe.  Thus  equipped,  they 
marched  with  the  greateft  privacy  to  the 
winter  palace,  it  was  laid,  and  pofiibly  true, 
that  the  Princefs  was  much  difturbed  about 
the  confequence  ;  but  Leftoig  fortified  her, 
and  bade  her  fear  nothing.  At  laft  they  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  gate,  and  were  challenged  by 
the  horfe-guards.  The  Princels  who  had 
the  love  of  .all  the  guards,  made  anfwer,  by 
advifing  them  as  they  loved  her  and  their 
own  lives  to  make  no  noile :  For  her  life  was 
in  the  utmoft  danger,  and  immediately  fhe 
with  her  followers  entered,  and,  as  had  been 
formerly  concerted,  a  party  difarmed,  with¬ 
out  any  noife,  or  bloodfhed,  the  two  gre¬ 
nadiers  at  the  ilandard,  and  the  Princefs 
with  her  own  hands  cut  all  the  drums  which 
were  laid  up  in  the  entry  to  pieces.  Leftoig 
lprewed  an  iron  inftrument  into  the  guard 
houie  door,  and  made  it  fo  faft,  that  not  a 
foul  could  get  out,  fecuring,  as  they  pro¬ 
ceeded,  every  place  with  her  own  men;  She 
then  proceeded  to  go  through  the  well  known 
palace,  difarming  all  the  ccntinels  and 
placing  her  own.  They  arrived  at  the 
hed-chamber  door ;  Where  two  centincls 
deified  entrance,  but  lier  foldiers  inftandy 
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lecured  and  carried  them  off.  Then,  they 
forced  open  the  door;  but  which  was  very 
fortunate  for  them,  neither  the  Grand  Du- 
chefs  nor  Prince  was  there  :  Princefs  Eliza¬ 
beth  told  her  followers  that  they  certainly 
were  in  the  nurfery,  ordered  the  lbldiers  to 
put  off  their  (hoes,  and  follow  her  :  The 
confequence  was  that  the  Royal  Family  were 
inftantly  made  prifoners  without  the  (mailed: 
refinance,  except  from  a  Livonian  lady  Ju¬ 
lia  Mengden,  who  gave  them  fbme  opprobri¬ 
ous  language,  for  which  one  of  the  foldiers 
knocked  her  down,  but  the  Princefs  Eliza¬ 
beth  begged  to  fpare  her  life.  The  Prince’s 
brother  made  fome  refiflance  but  as  he  was 
in  bed,  there  was  no  harm  done  on  either 
fide. 

It  is  faid  that  the  unfortunate  Prince  beg¬ 
ged  that  the  Princefs  Elizabeth  would  be 
gracious  to  his  unfortunate  Princefs,  and  his 
children,  as  for  himfelf,  he  faid  he  would 
not  afk  any  favour.  Princefs  Elizabeth  took 
God  to  witnefs,  that  file  meant  not  to  hurt 
any  of  them,  only  put  them  in  mind  that 
it  was  very  neceflary  to  keep  them  confined 
for  her  own  fafety :  But  that  they  neverthe- 
lefs  fhould  be  kept  in  a  princely  manner,  and 
that  their  children  fhould  have  fiich  educa¬ 
tion  as  their  rank  in  the  world  required,  nor 
fhould  they  ever  be  feparated,  providing 
they  kept  themfelves  within  the  bounds  of 
iqoderation.  I  verily  believe  that  this  pro- 

inife 
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mile  was  kept  with  alt  honour.  She  next 
fent  them  all  to  her  own  palace,  and  whilft 
(he  fummoned  the  grandees  and  officers  of 
the  guards  to  the  winter  palace,  Leftoig  ar¬ 
retted  the  Grand  Chancellor  Ofterman,  the 
Counts  Muinich  and  his  fon,  Golofkin,  Le-. 
void,  and  a  few  more,  were  confined  to  their 
houfes,  but  the  reft  were  lent  to  the  cattle. 
It  was  faid,  that  a  rude  foldier  (tabbed  with 
his  bayonet  the  poor  old  gouty  Otterman  ; 
and  this  was  the  only  inftance  of  eruelty 
which  I  ever  heard  of  in  this  affair.  The  day 
following,  being  the  2 6th,  all  perfons  were 
obliged  to  go  to  church,  to  give  their  oaths 
of  allegiance  to  her  Imperial  Majefty ;  and 
thus  this  great  change  was  carried  on,  almoft 
altogether,  without  bloodfhed.  I  am  per* 
fuaded  that  fuch  another  never  happened  be¬ 
fore,  at  leaft  I  never  have  read  of  any. 


CHAP.  III. 

Anecdotes  •which  happened  in  St  Peter sburgh  du¬ 
ring  the  Author's  flay. 

FRequently  I  have  taken  notice,  that  when 
I  have  been  giving  fome  account  of  my 
travels,  the  reader  has  been  pleafed  to  be  in¬ 
formed  of  incidents  which  either  happened 
to  me  or  others :  For  thefe  reafons,  I  have 
thought  proper,  in  different  places  of  my 

book. 
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book,  to  treat  of  different  fubje&s  not  pro* 
perly  related  to  travels,  which,  though  they 
may  not  be  agreeable  to  fome,  can  fcarce 
fail  to  piealc  others. 

On  the  25th  November,  1  ftaid  very  late 
in  the  dty,  hoping  that  drunk  and  mad  peo¬ 
ple  would  be  either  in  their  houfes  or  beds  s 
but  this  night  I  was  miftaken.  I  walked  from 
the  Britifh  line  to  the  Green-bridge,  where  a 
ten  tin  el  was  placed,  and,  according  to  cu¬ 
ll  om,  made  enquiry  who  I  was?  I  atifwer- 
ed  a  failor.  He  was  drunk,  and  bawled  out, 
Long  live  our  moft  merciful  Sovereign  the 
Emprefs  Elifabeth  Petrovna !  may  (he  be 
greater  Hill  than  the  mighty  maiden  Queen 
Elifabeth  of  England  !  I  anfwered  him  pro 
perly,  by  putting  up  the  fame  prayer,  when 
my  fervant,  a  fimple  fellow,  alked  him  news, 
by  whole  authority,  and  for  what  fervice  he 
was  placed  there  ?  The  loldier  immediately 
made  as  if  he  intended  to  have  plunged  his 
bayonet  into  him.  In  order  to  fave  the  poor 
fellow’s  life,  t  got  him  by  the  hair,  drew  him 
to  a  (mall  diftance,  and  gave  him  a  few  blows 
with  my  cane.  This  had  the  effe&  ;  the  fol- 
dier  was  well  pleafed  that  I  had  punilhed 
him  lor  his  imprudence,  and  I  allured  the 
foldier  that  he  was  only  an  ignorant  clown, 
and  that  nothing  better  could  be  expelled 
of  him,  as  he  never  had  been  in  any  city  a* 
bove  three  months.  The  loldier  and  I  part¬ 
ed  in  good  terms,  and  faid  that  forty  foldi- 
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ers  were,  ftationed  in  different  part9  of  the 
city,  with  private  inftrudlions, 

I  had  ffciii  about  one  mile  to  go  to  my  lodg¬ 
ings,  and  was  frequently  met  with,  or  over* 
taken  by  foldiers  in  great  hurry,  fome  on 
foot,  and  others  in  fledges,  but  univerfally 
drunk,  Thele  in  fledges  drove  as  faff  as 
the  horfes  could  run  ;  and  the  under-officers 
kept  their  halberts  pointed  forward,  fo  that  it 
was  dangerous  for  any  perfon  to  meet  them ; 
however,  I  got  fafely  home,  where  my  fafety 
was  much  doubted;  for  all  the  foldiery,  both 
guards  and  others  were  quite  mad  with  drink* 
At  Aftrachan  I  was  acquainted  with  Ivan 
Antonovitch  CherkaflbfF,  who  formerly  had 
been  fecretary  to  Peter  the  Great,  who  fent 
him  there  in  exile,  it  was  faid,  for  fpeaking 
too  freely.  He  had  in  Aftrachan  a  very  fmall 
falary  to  fupport  him  and  a  numerous  family. 
After  the  death  of  the  Emprefs  Anne,  the 
Grand  Dochefs  recalled  him,  and  replaced 
him  in  his  former  rank,  with  a  fuitable  fala¬ 
ry.  As  I  had  taken  care  of  his  Lady  and 
children  when  lick,  I  thought  I  would  wait 
upon  him  in  Peterfburgh  ;  but  my  country¬ 
men  diftuaded  me  from  it,  faying,  that  ma¬ 
ny  r&bon-gentry  paid  attendance  to  Ids  le* 
vee  daily,  and  feldom  got  admittance.  I 
thought  I  fhould  fee  him,  and  was  determi¬ 
ned  to  make  the  trial,  as  I  could  riik  nothing 
by  it  but  a  denial,  which  would  undoubted¬ 
ly  have  been  a  greater  affront  to.  him  than 
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me ;  add  to  this,  that  I  had  ever  done  his 
family  all  the  fervice  which  was  in  my  pow¬ 
er,  who,  at  that  time,  as  was  faid,  had  it  not 
in  their  power  to  make  me  any  fuitable  con- 
iideration  for  my  trouble. 

They  faid  that  he  had  treated  the  French 
ambaflador  in  a  very  indecent  manner,  and 
conlequently  thought  he  would  do  the  fame 
by  me :  They  faid,  that  at  court  the  Marquis 
la  Chetardie  had  frequently  invited  him  to 
his  houfe  ;  at  laft  he  accepted  of  an  invita¬ 
tion,  and  appointed  the  time  of  going,  and 
when  he  arrived,  the  Marquis  was  putting  on 
a  fhirt,  but  ordered  die  fervant  to  defire  Mr 
CherkafToff  to  walk  in,  and  politely  begged 
his  excufe  for  being  in  that  condition  ;  Cher- 
kafloff  feemed  to  take  no  notice  of  it ;  but  at 
parting,  infilled  upon  the  ambafiador’s  ho¬ 
nouring  him  with  his  company  at  his  houfe* 

This  being  readily  agreed  to,  when  the  am- 
bafiador  had  arrived,  he  was  introduced  into 
a  room  where  Mr  CherkaflofF  was  fitting  in  a 
very  indecent  manner  on  a  clole-ftool.  He 
made  many  excufes,  that  nature  mull  be  o- 
beyed,  &c.  but  continued  fo  long,  ufing 
very  difagreeable  gellures,  that  at  Jail  the 
Marquis  was  fo  affronted,  as  to  go  off  in  a 
pet;  at  which  Cherkaflbff  forced  a  ridicu¬ 
lous  laugh  :  That  notwithflanding  the  Mar¬ 
quis  at  that  time  was  very  much  carelled  at 
court,  ClierkalToff ’s  interell  was  fo  great,  that, 
he  could  get  no  other  fatisfa<flion,  than  in- 
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frgnificant  excufes,  and  being  univerfalljj 
laughed  af. 

I  went  accordingly,  and,  contrary  to  all . 
their  opinions,  not  only  got  very  ready  ad¬ 
mittance,  but  was  treated  with  all  the  inti¬ 
macy  and  franknefs  he  was  accuftomed  to 
formerly ;  and  at  parting,  was  defired  to  make 
my  vifits  frequent,  efpecially  at  dinner-time, 
during  my  intended  day  in  St  Peterfburgh. 

I  took  the  liberty  to  tell  him,  that  people  had 
diduaded  me  from  venturing  to  vifit  him, 
but  that  I  was  determined  to  make  the  trial, 
if  it  was  only  to  confirm  myfelf  in  the  opi¬ 
nion  |  had  ever  entertained  of  his  honour. 
He  anfwered,  that  he  endeavoured  always  to 
have  all  the  regard  for  thofe  who  he  had  rea- 
fon  to  believe  to  be  honed,  let  their  ftation 
in  life  be  high  or  low,  He  (aid ,  that  fie  real¬ 
ly  had  not  time  to  perform  the  bufinefs  en¬ 
titled  to  him  for  many  people  paying  court 
to  him  at  that  time,  purely  with  a  view  to 
their  own  intereft,  who,  fie  knew  well,  would 
fcarcely  have  taken  the  (mailed  notice  of  him 
when  living  in  adverfity,  and  overclouded  by 
the  imperial  difpleafure  ;  and  faid,  that  this 
numerous  attendance  proceeded  purely  from 
fome  very  gracious  exprefiions  of  the  Grand 
Duchefs  ufed  to  him  in  public,  and  the  ho¬ 
nourable  cotnmifiion  (he  had  traded  to  his 
care.  I  took  my  leave  of  him,  and  was 
glad  to  find,  that,  at  the  revolution,  the  Em- 
prefs  Elifiibeth  retained  him  in  her  favour, 
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tad  in  the  fame  honourable  poll  as  former¬ 
ly,  and  added  the  title  of  baron  to  hiMfelf 
and  his  family. 

A  few  days  after  the  Emprels  Elifabeth 
mounted  the  throne*  my  good  commander. 
Prince  Golitzin,  arrived  in  St  Pcterlburgh  : 
He  had  been  lent  for  in  the  time  of  the  re¬ 
gency  of  the  late  Grand  Duchefs  :  That  ten¬ 
der  hearted  Lady  had  given  orders  to  recal 
all  fuch  as  were  uridelervedly  overclouded 
in  the  reign  of  the  Emprels  Anne  ;  and  the 
Golitzin  family  were  Very  dear  to  theEmprefs 
Elifabeth,  who  was  related  to  them  by  the 
ties  of  blood,  as  well  as  by  an  invariable  dif- 
polition  in  them  at  all  times  to  befriend, 
with  great  hazard  to  themfelves,  her  great 
progenitors,  as  well  as  herfelf,  and  for  whole 
lake  they  and  the  aritieht  family  of  Dolgaru- 
ka  had  fuffered  fo  much ;  who  were  alfo  fent 
for,  and  the  old  field-marlhal  was  carolled 
and  honoured  by  her*  as  if  he  had  been  her 
father.  This  nobleman  never  would  allow 
Ms  beard  to  be  fliaved  till  he  was  brought  in¬ 
to  her  Majefly’s  prefence,  when,  as  white 
aS  fnoW,  it  reached  down  to  his  belt. 

My  good  Prirtce  would  gladly  have  kept 
me  iii  St  Peterfbnrgh,  but  my  orders  and 
cfifpatches  being  finifhed  the  day  before  he 
arrived,  prevented  that.  He  had  left  the 
Princefs  with  her  children  at  Mofcow,  ex¬ 
cept  his  two  eldeft  fons,  whom  he  brought 
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with  him  to  St  Peterfburgh,  to  be  prefented 
to  her  Majefty. 

Three  days  after  the  Emprefs  had  fixed 
herfelf  fecurely,  I  think  it  was  on  St  An¬ 
drew’s  day,  (he  invited  the  foreign  ambafla- 
dors  to  court,  and  in  their  prefence  declared 
Mr  Leftoig  to  be  her  Archiator  and  actual 
Privy-counfellor  ;  placing  her  hand  on  his 
fhoulder,  fhe  faid,  that  he  was  truly  no  lefs, 
for  that  it  was  owing  to  him  alone  that  fhe 
now  had  fo  profperoufly  fucceeded  to  her 
birth-right.  Mi*  Leftoig  confined  Archiator 
Fifher  to  his  lodgings  in  the  palace,  and  it 
was  univerfally  believed,  that  Dr  Fifher  was 
in  a  dangerous  fttuation.  The  day  that  I 
got  my  difpatches,  I  went,  contrary  to  my 
friends  advice,  according  to  my  promife,  to 
receive  a  letter  from  Mm  to  one  in  Aftrachan, 
who  was  wont  to  buy  fome  curiofities  which 
he  wanted.  I  eafily  palled  all  the  guards  in¬ 
to  Ms  antichamber.  His  fervant  introduced 
me  into  Ms  prefence.  He  feemed  foroewhat 
furprifed,  and  faid,  that  all  power  was  now 
taken  from  him,  and  that  he  could  do  nothing 
for  me.  I  anfwered,  that  I  had  been  made 
acquainted  with  that  by  an  order  from  the 
Chancery ;  but  that  as  I  had  promifed  to  ear¬ 
ly  a  letter  from  him  to  Aftrachan,  let  his  con¬ 
dition  be  what  it  would,  I  was  determined  to 
keep  my  promife.  At  tMs  he  defired  me  to 
fit  down,  and,  for  the  firft  time,  ordered  me 
a  difh  of  coffee,  and  faid,  that  he  wifhed, 
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.now  he  knew ;  me  that  it  was  in  his  power  to 
do  lomething  for  me  ;  that  he  had  befriend¬ 
ed  very  many  in  St  Peterfburgh,  who  had  all 
deferted  him  in  time  of  trouble,  and  that  he 
had  not  ufed  me  very  friendly,  which  griev¬ 
ed  him  much  to  think  that  at  this  time  of  life 
he  did  not  know  mankind  better.  I  anfwer- 
ed,  that  as  1  was  quite  a  ft  ranger  to  him,  I 
could  not,  nor  did  1  blame  him  ;  that  I  well 
knew,  that  men  in  a  high  ftation  of  life,  and 
efpecially  fuch  who  had  daily  a  variety  of 
very  different  and  intricate  bufinefs  to  per¬ 
form,  were  well  acquainted  but  with  thofe 
immediately  under  them,  by  their  clerks  and 
writers  ;  and  that  generally  thefe  men  were 
friendly,  or  otherwife,  according  as  they 
were  bribed.  I  laid,  that  at  the  firft  begin¬ 
ning  of  my  fervice,  I  was  well  aflured,  that 
Peter,  the  parent  of  his  country,  had  forbid 
giving  bribes,  to  which  I  had  a  great  aver 
lion  ;  that  therefore  I  never  gave  any  ;  that 
I  hoped  in  time  my  induftrioufly  attending 
my  bufinefs  would,  in  l’pite  of  all  oppofition, 
recommend  me.  But,  obferving  the  tears 
running  plentifully  down  the  old  man’s 
cheeks,  I  took  a- fudden  farewell,  and  with¬ 
drew,  reflecting  upon  the  inftability  of  for¬ 
tune,  and  the  flippery  fituation  of  the  great 
at  court.  1  palled  all  the  guards  without  a 
Angle  queftion  being  afked. 

I  was  told,  that  loon  after  I  was  gone,  Dr 
Fifher  was  informed  that  Mr  Leftoig  was  de¬ 
termined 
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termined  to  caufe  examine  moft  ftri&ly  his  by- 
paft  affairs,'  with  a  defign  to  have  him  feverely 
punifhed,  if  he  could  dete<fl  any  fraud :  But 
Archiator  FUher  was  an  old  phyfician,  and 
had  experience  enough  to  apply  a  proper  re¬ 
medy.  He  made  Mr  Leftoig  a  prefent  of 
20,000  rubles  to  pafs  all  accompts,  and  this 
was  the  catholicon  which  at  once  confblkla- 
tcd  all  differences. 

I,  being  quite  ready  to  proceed  on  my 
journey,  got  an  invitation  from  fome  Britifh. 
merchants  who  Were  ready  to  go  for  Aftra- 
chan,  in  their  way  to  Perfia,  with  a  very  con- 
fiderable  caravan  of  goods,  defiring  me  to 
accompany  them,  as  1  was  heavy  loaded,  and 
therefore,  by  the  regulations,  was  only  obli¬ 
ged  tp  travel  at  the  rate  of  fifty  verfts  in  three 
days.  I  made  no  objettion.  They  were 
Meffrs  Mungo  Graeme,  Panton,  Brown,  and 
Van  Mirope.  Mr  Grame  knew  the  cuftoms 
of  the  country  as  well  as  I  did, and  Was  matter 
of  the  language  ;  but  he  well  knew  that 
merchants  are  frequently  much  harafled  by 
the  governors  and  vorbodes,  unlefs  in  com¬ 
pany  with  fome  in  the  government’s  fervice. 
Accordingly  they  fet  out  the  day  before  me ; 
and  I  fot  out  on  the  20th  of  December  at 
midnight,  an  hour  I  conftantly  chufed  to  tra¬ 
vel  from  great  cities,  that  I  might  have  the 
leaft  chance  to  meet  with  robbers  ;  becaufo 
about  fuch  times  they  are  generally  honied 
for  the  night,  as  few  people  travel  at  fo  late 
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an  hour.  I  was  of  opinion  that  my  wife  and 
her  relations  might  have  fome  uneafim  Is  at 
parting ;  to  prevent  which,  I  only  let  them 
know,  that,  my  difpatches  being  ready,  I 
waited  the  laft  verbal  orders  to  march;  where¬ 
fore  1  begged  their  company  to  fupper,  be- 
caufe  I  fufpeCted  I  fhould  have  little  dme  to 
ftay  ;  but  I  gave  private  orders  to  my  peo  • 
pie  to  hold  themlelves  in  readinels  at  the  time 
appointed,  and  directed  a  very  active  young1 
lad  to  get  horfes  and  carriages  ready  by  that 
time,  and  when  all  was  ready  to  acquaint  me. 
Thus,  whilft  we  were  all  very  merry,  and 
fpeaking  of  going  to  bed,  this  man  entered 
the  room,  and  told  us  that  every  thing  was 
ready,  the  horfes  being  hamefled  ;  lb  that, 
without  any  unneceflary  trouble,  or  much 
pain  at  parting,  about  ten  minutes  after  that 
we  were  gone.  Her  relations  had  made  ob¬ 
jections,  but  my  anlwer  was  Ihort,  that  her 
Majefty’s  orders  mull  be  obeyed.  . 

But  before  I  leave  St  Peterlburgh,  it  may 
be  agreeable  to  give  fome  account  of  the  roy¬ 
al  family  preceding  the  prelent  times,  con¬ 
tained  in  the  following  remarkable  manifefto, 
which  her  Imperial  Majelty  caufed  publilh 
immediately  after  her  accellion  to  the  throne. 


CHAP. 


Digitized  by  LjOoq  le 


*4 


VOYAGES  and 


CHAP.  IV. 

An  Account  of  the  Royal  Family  preceding  the 
prefent  Times ,  with  a  Copy  of  the  Manifejlo 
publijhed  by  her  Imperial  Majejly,  immediate¬ 
ly  after  her  Accejpon  to  the  Throne . 

PETER  ALEXOWITZ,  juftly  (tiled  The 
Great ,  was,  in  1682,  conjoined  in  the 
government  with  his  elder  brother  John,  who 
was  a  weak  Prince.  John  died  in  1696,  lea¬ 
ving  blue  two  daughters,  Katharine  Joan- 
nowna  the  eldeft,  who  was  married  to  the 
Duke  of  Mecklemburgh  in  1716,  as  her 
younger  (ifter  Anne  Joannowna  had  been 
in  1710,  to  the  Duke  of  Courland,  who  died 
next  year  without  blue.  Peter  had  blue,  by 
his  firft  wife,  Alexius,  who,  in  1718,  was  by 
fome  thought  to  have  been  put  to  death  by 
his  father’s  order,  for  a  tradl  of  difobedi- 
ence ;  but  left  blue,  Peter  II.  and  Nathalia, 
defigned  the  Great  Duchefs.  Peter  I.  took 
for  his  fecond  wife,  Katharine  Alexiewna, 
faid  to  be  a  Swedbh  under-officer*s  widow, 
and  by  her  left  blue,  Anne  Petrowna,  born, 
in  1707,  (who,  in  1725,  was  married  to  the 
late  Duke  of  Holftein,  by  whom  (he  has  left 
blue  the  prefent  Duke  of  Holftein,  and  Elila- 
beth  Petrowna,  born  the  9th  of  December 
1709. 
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Peter  I.  who  died  in  1725,  being  fenfible  that 
he"  might  rely  on  the  fidelity  of  his  Emprels 
Katharine,  and  knowing  the  dilpofition  of 
his  people  too  well  to  expert  their  fubmiifion 
to  her,  if  he  left  her  only  regent  to  his  grand- 
ion,  veiled  her  by  his  will  with  fovereign  au¬ 
thority,  and  likewife  gave  her  a  right  to  fet¬ 
tle  the  fucceifion  of  the  Empire.  Her  reign 
was  at  firft  very  agreeable  to  the  Ruffians ;  but 
when,  under  a  pretence  of  a  confpiracy,  (he 
baniihed  Count  Tolftoi,  Prince  Alexander 
Nariikin,  and  the  young  Prince  Doigarucki, 
into  Siberia  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  difcoun- 
tenanced  the  reft  of  the  Ruffian  nobility,  they 
began,  in  earned:  to  cabal  againft  her,  and 
would  probably  have  deftroyed  her,  Had  not 
death  prevented  diem  in  May  1727.  She 
appointed,  by  her  will,  Peter  II.  to  be  her 
fucceflor,  then  about  twelve  years  of  age.  He 
recalled  thofe  whom  the  late  Emprefs  had 
baniihed,  and  was  intirely  governed  by  the 
Dolgaruckis,  whofe  lifter  he  was  upon  the 
point  of  marrying,  when  he  died,  29th  Ja¬ 
nuary  1730.  The  Dolgaruckis,  neglecting 
the  will  of  the  Emprefs  Katharine,  called  to 
the  fucceffion  the  late  Emprefs  Anne  Joan- 
nowna,  daughter  of  John,  elder  brother  of 
Peter  I.  pretending  to  exclude  her  elder  fil¬ 
ter  of  the  fame  marriage,  Katharine  Duchefs 
of  Mecklemburgh,  by  an  antient  regulation, 
which  fecludes  from  the  fucceffion  all  thofe 


who  are  in  poflelfion  of  foreign  dominions. 
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The  Emprefs  Anne  was  raifed  to  the  throne, 
with  an  intent  to  limit  her  power  by  a  ca¬ 
pitulation,  which  (he  accepted  in  order  to 
6btain  the  diadem,  but  declared  it  void  as 
foon  as  that  was  fixed  upon  her  head.  The 
Ruffian  patriots  thenceforward  fixed  their 
eyes  Upon  the  Princefs  Elifabeth,  daughter  to 
Peter  I. 

The  Etnprefs,  having  no  iflue,  fettled  the 
fbcceffion  on  the  illite  of  Anne,  the  daughter 
of  the  Duke  of  Mecklembtirgh  by  her  eldefl 
fitter  Katharine,  who,  in  1739,  was  married 
at  Peterfburgh  with  great  magnificence  to 
Prince  Anthony  Ulric  of  Brunfwick-Lune- 
burgh  ;  but,  towards  the  clofe  of  her  reign, 
the  apprehended  her  fchemes  might  be  dis¬ 
concerted,  which  put  her  upon  thofe  feveri- 
ties  that,  inttead  of  anfwering  her  purpofo, 
ftrengthened  that  intereft  which  flie  fought 
to  deftroy.  However,  upon  her  death,  which 
happened  in  October  1 740,  Prince  John,  fon 
of  the  Princefs  Anne  and  Anthony  Ulric, 
then  an  infant  of  three  months  old,  was,  in 
terms  of  her  will,  declared  Emperor  of  Ruf- 
fia,  and  the  Duke  of  Courland  Regent  during 
his  minority  ;  but  in  about  a  month  thereaf¬ 
ter,  the  Duke  of  Courland  was  degraded,  and 
afterwards  banifhed ;  when  the  Princefs  Anne, 
mother  of  the  infant  Emperor,  was  declared 
Regent.  This  Princefs’s  promotion  was  open¬ 
ly  approved  of ;  but  it  ieems  the  former  dil- 
contents  were  but  fmothered,  and  the  peo¬ 
ple 
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pie  wanted  only  a  fit  opportunity  for  dilco- 
vering  their  attachment  to  the  Pfinccfs  Eli¬ 
zabeth. 

The  war  with  Sweden  was  a  means  of 
bringing  this  about,  for  it  obliged  the  court 
to  draw  together  a  great  part  of  their  troops 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  feterlhurgh,  which 
the  chiefs  of  the  party  knew  were  aH  de-r 
voted  to  their  interests  ;  and  the  victory  at 
Wilmaijftrand  afforded  a  pretence  for  die  ge¬ 
nerals  who  were  in  fecret  of  coming  by  turps 
to  the  city,  and  there  concerting  with  the 
heads  of  the  confederacy,  the  method  of  put¬ 
ting  their  defigns  in  execution.  It  was  at 
lafl.  agreed,  that  General  Lacy  lfrould  return 
to  the  army,  in  order  to  ddpofe  it  to  aft  as 
fooukl  be  required,  and  that  all  military  af¬ 
fairs  in  tjhe  city  fliouid  be  direfted  by  the 
Prince  of  Hefle-homburgh,  a  perfon  of  great 
addrefs  and  impenetrable  fecrecy.  On  the 
23d  of  November  0,  S.  it  was  reiblved  to 
aft  immediately  ;  and  accordingly  an  ex¬ 
press  was  di {patched  that  night  to  General 
Lacy,  with  the  firongeft  a  fl'uran  ce,  that  be¬ 
fore  the  letters  (hould  reach  him,  the  Pria- 
cefs  Elizabeth  would  be  peaceably  feated  on 
the  throne,  and  that  he  might  fafely  proclaim 
her.  All  the  next  day  was  fpent  in  mak¬ 
ing  preparations;  and  in  the  night  betwixt 
the  twenty-fourth  and  twenty-fifth,  the  nai- 
nifters  of  the  Empire,  the  generals,  aud 
the  members  of  the  ienate  attached  to  the 
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Princefs  Elizabeth,  aflembled  at  her  palace  ; 
where  the  chiefs  of  the  party  let  forth  the 
inexecution  of  the  declarations  which  Peter* 
the  Great  had  fo  folemnly  made  concerning^ 
his  laft  will ;  the  ulurpations  which  enfued 
upon  the  death  of  Peter  II.  for  a  feries  of 
years  i  the  abufe  made  of  their  authority  by 
thofe  who  had  been  charged  with  the  chief* 
management  of  affairs  ;  the  engagements 
entered  into  to  the  prejudice  of  the  em¬ 
pire  ;  the  exhaufting  of  the  finances  by  the 
late  wars  ;  the  numerous  fubjedis  -  of  dis¬ 
content  railed  in  all  paits  of  Ruflia;  the 
many  violences  committed,  which  gave 
room  to  fear  the  juft  wrath  of  heaven  ;  the 
numberlefs  adtions  capable  of  fullying  the 
glory  and  fplendor  of  the  Em'pire,  and  the 
neceffity  there  was  of  checking  fuch  hor¬ 
rid  diforders  by  a  fpeedy  and  happy  change. 
Whereupon  the  whole  aflembly  unanimoufly 
declared,  that  this  change  could  not  be 
brought  about,  but  by  conforming  to  the 
laft  will  of  Peter  the  Great,  according  to 
which  the  Princefs  Elizabeth  was  the  foie 
heirefs  to  the  throne.  The  ftates  then  in- 
treated  her  to  accept  the  crown,  and  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  defire  of  the  troops  and  the 
whole  nation.  Upon  this,  the  chief  officers 
of  the  regiments  of  guards  came  in,  and 
♦throwing  themfolves  at  her  feet,  joined 
their  fupplications  to  thofe  of  the  ftates. 
Whereupon  the  Princefs  went,  about  one 
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o’clock  in  the  morning,  to  the  barracks  of 
Preobrezenlki  guards,  accompanied  only  by 
one  of  her  chamberlains,  Mr  Vorantzoff, 
Mr  Leftoig  her  furgeon,  and  Mr  Swartz  who 
was  her  fecretary  ;  and  putting  herfelf  at  the 
head  of  the  three  hundred  grenadiers  of  that 
regiment,  with  their  bayonets  fixed,  and 
granades  in  their  pockets,  (he  marched  di- 
reftly  to  court :  Where,  after  having  made 
the  proper  difpofition,  and  pollefled  herfelf 
of  the  different  avenues,  (he  feized  the  young 
monarch,  and  the  little  princefs  his  filter  in 
their  cradles,  the  Great  Duchefs  regent,  and 
the  Duke  generaliflimo  in  their  beds,  and  fent 
them  all,  with  Mademoifelle  Julian  Meng- 
den  to  her  houfe.  The  Princefs  immedi¬ 
ately  after  ordered  Field-Marfhal  Muinich, 
Counts  Ofterman,  Golofkin,  young  Count 
Muinich  mailer  of  the  houfehold  to  the 
Great  Duchels,  and  the  prefident  of  the  col¬ 
lege  of  commerce,  Mengden,  with  the  wives 
of  the  two  laft,  to  be  feized  in  their  beds, 
and  carried  to  her  own  houle  or  thole  ad¬ 
joining  to  it.  Prince  Lewis  was  under  arreft 
in  the  palace,  the  Grand  Marfhal  Count  Lo- 
wenwold,  Mr  Lapokin,  Count  Golof kin’s 
lady  and  his  filler  the  Countefs  Tagozinfki, 
were  likewile  confined  to  their  houfes  ;  as 
were  alfo  the  dukes,  two  adjutants,  Haim- 
boug  at  court,  and  Grammartin  in  his  lodg¬ 
ings.  After  all  thefe  orders  had  been  ex¬ 
ecuted  with  the  greateft  expedition,  the  Prin¬ 
cefs 
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cefs  returned  to  her  own  hou(e  ;  whither 
almoft  every  body  in  town  immediately  re¬ 
ported,  and  before  which  the  regiment  of 
horfe  guards  and  the  three  of  foot  were 
drawn  up,  and  (he  was  unanimoufly  declar¬ 
ed  fQvereign  of  Ruffin  and  the  oath  of  fideli¬ 
ty  taken  to  her  ;  and  a  proclamation  was 
iffued  at  the  fame  time,  and  fent  all  over  the 
Ruffian  empire,  and  to  the  minifters  at  fo¬ 
reign  courts,  to  notify  her  acceffion*  About 
two,  her  Majefty  took  pofleffion  of  the  win¬ 
ter  palace,  and  the  cannon  of  the  citadel 
and  admiralty  were  fired  between  two  and 
three.  Her  Majefty  bad  fent  fome  time  be¬ 
fore  for  Captain  Deidron  a  Swedifti  officer, 
who  was  pjifoneratPeterfburgh,  returned  him 
his  fword,  and  gave  him  five  hundred  du¬ 
cats,  with  orders  to  make  all  the  expedition 
ne  could  with  letters  to  notify  her  acceffion 
at  Stockholm.  In  the  evening,  the  exprels 
returned  from  General  Sancy,  with  the  news 
of  her  bang  proclaimed  in  the  army,  with 
all  the  figns  of  joy  and  unanimity  ;  at  night; 
gentlemen  of  the  court  were  fent  round  to 
notify  this  event  to  all  the  foreign  minifters  ; 
and  the  28  th,  the  following  manifefto  was 
publifhed. 

Elizabeth  the  Firft,  by  the  grace  of 
“  God,  Emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias,  &c.  &c. 
**  to  all  thofe  to  whom  thefe  prelents 
**  fhail  come,  greeting, 

“  Whereas  in  the  year  1727,  on  the  7th 
“  of  May,  the  Emperor  Peter  II.  was  declar- 
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“  ed  fucceflor  to  the  throne  of  the  Rufllas, 
**  after  the  demlfe  of  our  dearly  beloved 
*<  mother  tile  Emprefs  Catharine  Alexiewna, 
“  by  virtue  of  the  firft  article  of  her  will,  con- 
**  firmed  by  the  oath  of  fidelity  of  our  fub- 
“  jecfts  as  Well  ecclcfiaftic  as  fecular ;  and  as 
**  in  the  8th  article  of  the  faid  will,  the  fuc- 
“  ceffion  of  the  empire  was  regulated  in 
•‘the  mariner  and  terms  following. 

**  If  it  fhall  happen  that  the  Great  Duke 
“  dies  Without  iffue,  the  Princefi  Anne  Pe- 
•*  trowna,  and  her  defcendants,  and  in  de- 
*•  fault  of  them,  the  Princefs  Elizabeth  Pe- 
**  trowna  and  her  defcendants,  after  all  thefe, 
“  the  Great  Duchefs  (hall  fucceed  to  the 
••  throne  of  the  Ruflias ;  it  being  underftood, 
“  that  the  tnafculine  line  fhall  be  always  pre  • 
**  ferred  to  the  feminihe;  and  that  all  thofe 
“  who  do  not  proflefs  the  Greek  religion,  or 
•*  who  already  wear  a  foreign  crown,  fhall 
“  be  for  ever  excluded  from  the  throne  of 
“  this  empire. 

**  We  had  by  virtue  of  this  article,  an 
“  inconteftable  right  to  afcend  the  throne 
•‘  of  our  anceftors,  as  foon  as  it  pleafed  the 
“  Almighty  to  take  from  this  world  the 
“  Empefor  Peter  II.  but  by  the  evil  prac- 
“  tices,  craft  and  intrigues  of  Count  Ofter- 
•*  man,  at  that  time  great  mafter  of  die 
**  houfehold  to  his  Imperial  Majefty,  the 
“  faid  will  of  our  mod  honoured  Lady  and 
•*  Mother  was  fupprefled  after  his  death  : 

“  For, 
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44  For,  in  the  lifetime  of  his  Majefty  the  Em- 
44  peror  Peter  II.  all  the  affairs  of  date  of 

fuch  like  importance  were  in  the  hands 
44  of  Count  Ofterman,  who,  well  knowing 
44  that  we  were  fufficiently  informed  oF  his 
“  proceedings,  fo  prejudicial  to  our  Empire, 
“  caufed  by  his  artifices,  her  late  Majefty 
**  the  Emprefs  Anne  Joannowna,  of  happy 
“  memory,  to  be  elected  and  declared,  to 
“  our  exclufion,  who,  as  is  known  to  all  the 
“  world,  were  intitled  to  the  throne  of  the 
“  Ruftias. 

44  During  the  illnefs  of  her  faid  Majefty 
“  in  1740,  the  faid  Count  Ofterman  made 
44  the  regulation,  printed  and  publifhed  the 
“  6th  of  O&ober  of  the  fame  year,  con- 
“  cerning  the  fucceffion  after  the  demife  of 
44  her  Majefty  ;  by  which  regulation  flie 
“  named  for  her  fucceflor  an  infant  of  two 
“  months  old,  John,  fon  of  Prince  Antho- 
“  ny  Ulric  and  of  the  moft  ferene  Princels 
**  Anne  of  Mecklemburgh,  who  could  not, 
44  either  by  virtue  of  his  defeent,  nor  by  a- 
41  ny  other  right,  pretend  to  the  Imperial 
«*  Crown  of  the  Ruftias,  though  the  title  of 
“  Grand  Duke  was  given  him  in  the  fame 
“  regulation. 

“  Neither  was  the  faid  Count  afliamed  to 
**  infert  in  jt,  to  our  greater  prejudice  and 
**  mortification,  in  order  to  deprive  us  o- 
44  penly  of  our  right  of  fucceffion,  that,  af- 
44  ter  the  death  of  die  faid  Prince  John,  his 

**  brother 

Digitized  by  Google  " 


TRAVELS. 


33 

•*  brother  (hould  fucceed  him,  and  after  him 
•*  die  other  Princes  born  of  the  marriage  of 
“  Prince  Anthony  of  Brunfwick-Luneburgh 
“  atld  the  Princefs  Anne  of  Mecklemburgh, 
*♦  who  have  themfelves  no  manner  of  right 
n  to  this  Empire. 

“  By  virtue  of  this  regulation,  which  her 
"  late  Majefty  did  not  lign  till  the  5th  of 
**  Oflober,  when  (he  was  at  die  laft  extre- 
•*  mity,  the  Prince  John  was  declared,  on 
“  the  17th  of  October  (after  the  death  of 
«*  the  Emprefs)  Emperor  of  all  the  Ruffias, 
«•  through  the  procurement  of  Count  Ofter- 
«*  man  and  the  late  Field-marfhal  Count  Mui- 
“  nich  ;  and  at  that  time  our  guards,  as  well 
««  as  our  other  troops,  were  under  the  com  * 
**  maiid  of  the  faid  Count,  and  of  the  Prince 
«•  Anthony  Ulric  of  Brunfwick-Luneburgh, 
«•  father  of  Prince  John;  and,  all  the  milita- 
•  *  ry  force  being  in  their  hands,  all  our  faith- 
•*  fill  and  well  intentioned  (ubjefts  were,  in 
««  that  extreme  oppreflion,  obliged  to  take  the 
«*  oath  of  fidelity  to  Prince  John  as  their 
“  Emperor. 

««  At  the  fame  time,  they  were  obliged  to 
«*  take  another  oath  of  fidelity  concerning 
««  the  regency,  during  the  minority,  which 
«  regulation  had  been  prefented  by  Count 
«  Ofterman  alone  to  her  Majefty  to  be  fign- 
"  ed  the  6th  df  October. 

«*  In  conference  of  thefe  two  regulati- 
««  ons.  Prince  Anthony  Ulric  and  his  con- 

E  **  fort. 
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«*  fort,  flattering  themfelves  that  they  fhoUlcl 
“  be  able  to  preferve  for  their  Ion;  the  Iinpe— 
“  rial  crown  of  the  Ruflias*  fubfcribed  them—  - 
“  felves  the  oath  of  fidelity  j  But  foon  after# 
“  ailifled  by  the  Count?  Ofterman,  Muinich* 
“  and  Michael  Golofkin,  they  flighted  their 
“  oaths,  and  afied  openly  contrary  to  what 
«*  .had  been  regulated  concerning  the  regen* 
“  cy  of  our  Empire,  which  they  took  into 
**  their  own  hands,  under  the  name  of  die 
“  Princcfs  Anne  of  Meckleroburgh,  who  was 
“  not  afhamed  to  afiiime  to  herfelf  the  title 
“  of  Grand  Duchefs  of  all  the  Ruflias,  which 
“  could  in  noways  belong  to  her.  Thence 
“  came  the  great  diforders  which  have  hap* 
“  pened  in  our  kingdoms;  thence  the  infi- 
“  nite  venations  and  opprelfions  of.  our  faith* 
“  ful  fubjedls.  Neverthelei's  the  faid  Counts 
“  Ofterman  and  Golofkin,  in  concert  with 
**  the  Prince  Anthony  Ulric  and  his  confort, 
“  yet  farther  to  increaie  the  load  of  inj u- 
**.  ftice,  and  to  the  evident  danger  of  our 
“  own  perl’on,  made  a  certain  regulation,  by 

*  ‘  which  we  ftiould  be  intirely  excluded  from 
**  a  fucceflion  which  belongs  to  us  by  the  laws 
**  of  all  nations,  and  by  the  blood  from 
“  which  we  are  fprung.  It  is  by  this  regu- 
“  lation  that  they  had  pretended  to  fettle  on. 

*  ‘  the  throne  of  the  Ruflias  the  Princefs  Anne, » 
“  in  declaring  her  E.mprefs,  even  in  die  life-. 
“  time  of  her  fbn  Prince  John. 

» 

.  ^  “  For 
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'  “  For  thefe  reafons,  having  taken  to  heart 
€t  the  faid  eftate  of  our  Empire  under  this 
“  infant,  who  is  but  fourteen  months  old ; 

and  being  moreover  convinced,  by  fo  ma- 
•*  ny  misfortunes  as  oiir  faithful  fubje&s 
*f  have  hitherto  fuffered,  that  they  had  no- 
“  thing  to  expedt,  during  the  faid  regen- 
**  cy,  but  troubles  and  diforders  of  all 

*  *  kinds,  whether  within  or  without  the  Em- 

*  *  pire ;  confidering,  laftly,  the  imminent 
•*  danger  to  which  our  own  perlon  was  ex- 

pofed,  we  relolved,  with  God's  afliftance, 
“  at  the  mod  humble  requeft  of  all  our  faith- 
**  fiilfubje&s,  and  particularly  of  our  guards, 
**  to  afcend  our  paternal  throne  the  25th  of 
“  this  month.  And  althougli  the  Princefs 
“  Anne,  as  well  as  her  own  fon  the  Princfe 
“  John,  and  her  daughter  the  Princefs  Katha- 
“  rine,  cannot,  as  has  been  fufficiently  proved 
**  above,  in  any  manner  pretend  to  the  fuc- 
“  ceflion  of  the  throne  of  the  Ruflias  ;  ne- 
**  verthelefs,  in  confideration  of  the  alliance, 
**  on  the  mother's  fide,  between  the  Princefs 
*  *  Anne,  Prince  Anthony  Ulric,  and  the  late 
“•  Emperor  Peter  II.  and  to  give  the  faid 
**  Prince  and  Princefs  a  mark  of  our  Impe- 
**  -rial  grace,  we  have  given  orders  to  have 
•‘  •them  all  conduced  into  their  own  coun- 

-try,  with  the  honours  that  are  due  to  them, 
**  generoufly  forgetting  on  our  fide  all  the 
'**  ftep9  that  they  have  taken  to  our  preju- 
»  djce.’» 
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Such  was  the  manifefto  ifTued  into  the 
world  at  that  time,  and  fuch  was  the  account 
of  the  Empreis  Elilabetji’s  mounting  the 
throne  of  Rulfia ;  but  I  have  all  the  realbn  in 
the  world  to  believe  what  I  Have  formerly  re*, 
lated,  particularly  conceming  the  revolution, 
to  be  the  truth*  That  the  Empreis  Elifabetb 
might  have  had  a  few  friends  who  conlulted 
with  her,  l  am  in  no  condition  to  difpute  ;> 
but  that  they  were  lo  numerous,  and  that  the 
night  preceding  her  invasion  of  the  palace, 
Ihe  had  had  fo  great  a  levee  of  principal  of. 
ficers,  is  abl'olutely  falfe,  as  it  would  not  have 
failed  to  have  alarmed  the  Princefs  Anpe. 
The  Princefs  Elifabeth's  greateft  counfellor 
in  this  affair  was  the  Marquis  Chetardie;  and 
though  he  pretended  to  efpoufe  the  caufe  of 
the  Princefs,  yet  it  is  no  fecret,  that  all  ho 
intended  and  hoped  for,  was  to  caufe  great 
confulion  in  St  Peterlburgh,  and  probably 
the  deilrudlion  of  every  branch  of  the  royal 
family  ;  that,  by  fuch  bale  means,  the  Swe- 
dilh  generals  might  have  an  opportunity,  in 
the  height  of  confulion,  to  make  an  eafy  cdn* 
quell,  not  only  of  St  Peterlburgh,  but  of  a 
great  part  of  the  conquered  provinces.  Of 
this  very  many  of  the  knowing  Ruffians  were 
certain,  and  did  not  fcruple  to  {peak  among 
their  friends  freely  about  it,  and  exprefled 
no  fmall  furprize  that  the  Emprefs  EUfabeth 
did  not  only  permit  him  to  remain  at  her 
Court,  but  loaded  him  with  much  honour, 

many 
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many  prefents,  and  laftly  with  a  very  coftly 
order  of.  St  Andrew,  enriched  with  much 
gold  and  many  large  diamonds  of  the  beft 
water.  AVhat  might  have  happened  between 
the  Prince 6  Elifabeth  and  the  Prince  Hefle 
Homburgh,  I  do  not  in  the  lead  pretend  to 
know ;  but  it  is  extremely  certain,  that  Dae 
took  great  notice  of  him  the  day  after  ihe 
was  declared  Emprefs,  I  cannot  however 
pals  by  taking  notice  of  the  figure  he  was 
known  to  make,  the  very  day  Ihe  mounted 
the  throne,  in  the  flreets  of  St  Peterlburgh, 
haranguing  the  foldiers  of  the  guards,  when 
he  exulted  much  at  the  misfortunes  of  the 
unfortunate  royal  family  and  their  adherents. 
How  far  this  was  acting  like  a  Prince,  and 
how  far  fuch  afttons  became  a  man  of  ho¬ 
nour,  lee  the  world  judge.  I  ever  wifhed* 
that  every  bleffing  which  heaven  bellows  on 
mortals,  might  be  poured  down  on  the  Prin- 
cefs  Elifabeth  ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  1  can¬ 
not  help  declaring,  that  1  truly  felt  very  fen- 
fibly  for  the  diftrefs  of  the  royal  family,  and 
when  I  was  well  informed  of  the  unprincely 
behaviour  of  the  Prince  Hefle  Homburgh,  it 
filled  me  with  indignation,  and  J  held  him  in 
contempt  ineffable. 


;  CHAP* 

t 
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C  H  A  P.  V. 

7 'he  Author's  Return  from  St  Petersburg))  to  A- 
Jlrackan . 

THE  Britifh  caravan  having  fet  out  the 
latter  end  of  December,  I  left  this  ci¬ 
ty  the  day  after  them,  accompanied  with  my 
wife,  two  (ervants,  two  mates,  and  four  ftu- 
dents  of  furgery.  We  very  foon  overtook 
the  caravan,  and  kept  company  with  them 
till  we  arrived  in  Mofcow,  on  the  2d  day  of 
January  1742*  without  any  thing  remarkable 
happening  on  the  way.  The  day  following 
I  went  to  my  countrymen,  and  acquainted 
them  that  I  was  forry  I  could  not  leave  that 
city  fooner  than  right  or  ten  days,  becaufe 
the  beautiful  Princefs  Katharine  Golitzin  was 
ill  of  the  fmall  pox  ;  and  as  that  noble  fami¬ 
ly  had  eameftly  defired  my  waiting  fo  long, 
till  file  was  free  of  danger,  I  could  by  no 
means  deny  their  requeft.  They  feemed  in¬ 
different,  as  they  thought  there  would  be  no 
great  need  of  me  ;  which  I  remarked,  and 
was  determined  to  trouble  myfolf  no  farther 
about  them ;  wherefore  I  remained  till  the 
young  Lady  was  out  of  all  danger,  nor  had 
the  malignant  pox  made  any  pits,  or  left  any 
marks  on  her  beauteous  face,  and  lovely  fea¬ 
tures.  That  good  family  recompenfed  my 

trouble 
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trouble  beyond  my  defire  or  expe&atiou;; 
and  oyer  and  above  this,  the  young  Princefs, 
made  a  prefent  of  a  very  handiome  fiber, 
fnuff  box,  well  lined  with  ducats,  to.  my 
young  wife,  which  will  be  kept  as  long  as.  we, 
live.  Before  I  left  Mofcow,  the  Princefs  en¬ 
gaged  me  to  go  five  miles  into  the  country 
to  dine  with  her  fillers :  They  were,  two  old 
maiden  ladies,  who  lived  in  ,a  beautiful  yil-c 
lage,  belonging  to  the  noble  family  of  Na-, 
rifhkin.  After  dinner  we  ftaid  too  late  to 
return  to  Mofcow,  and  therefore  we  deter-: 
mined  to  proceed  early  ,  in  the  morning.  We 
palled  the  evening  very,  agreeably,  and  were, 
entertained  with  vocal  and  inftnunentalmu- 
fic,  in  which  the  ladies  delighted  much. 

Next  morning  we  returned  to  Mofcow, 
and  after  breakfaft,  eyery  thing  being  ready, 
we  departed  from  that  noble  family,  and 
proceeded  with  the  utmoft  expedition  night 
and  day  till  we  readied  Tamboff,  five  hun¬ 
dred  miles  from  Mofcow  j  We  had,  I  fup- 
pofe,  in  the  night  time  pafied  the  British 
caravan  j  for  we  never  beard  any  thing  of : 
them. 

We  went  through  the  city  Columaa, 
built  on  the  north  fide,  and  diflant  about 
four  verfts  from  the  river  Ocka.  This  city; 
is  large,  well  fortified  with  ,  brick  walls  and 
baftions.  It  is  not  a  regular  fortification,  and 
is  diflant  about  one  hundred  and  eighty 
verfts  S.  j£.  from  Mofcow.  We  croll'ed  the 

1  Ocka 
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Ocka  upon  ice,  and  proceeded  to  the  city 
of  Pereflave  BeZanskoi  upon  the  river  Ocka, 
about  fifty  verfts  diftant  from  Columna :  ■ 
Then' we- arrived  at  Rezan  the  metropolis  of 
the  dutchy  of  that  name,  fituated  alfo  on 
the'banks  of  the  Ocka  feventy  verfts  diftant 
from  the  Perfeftave,  which  is  iubordinated 
to  Rezan.  It  is  (aid  that  the  dutchy  of  Re- 
zaif  is  inferior  to  hone  in  Ruffia  in  richnefs 
of  foil,'  and,  as' I  have  had  OCcafion  to  tra¬ 
vel  Shat  country  iii  the  fummer  time,  I 
have  reafori  to  believe  it,  and  think  there 
are  few  countries,  which  produce  more  plen¬ 
tiful  crops  of  all  forts  of  grain,  and  vaft 
quantities  of  honey.  Many  wild  beads  in¬ 
habit  this  country,  and  the  inhabitants  are 
not  only  very  numerous,  but  very  rich.  It 
is  fUH  of  fine  villages.  Prom  Rezan,  we 
proceeded  through  many 1  large  ones  till  we 
arrived  at  Debroi  about  forty  verfts  from 
Tamboff.  It  wa^  -a  market  day,  and  hap¬ 
pening  to  (eC  two  horles  which  I  conceited, 

I  bought  them  :  The  one  was  a  large  beau¬ 
tiful  Perfiau  horfe  of  a  bay  colour^  the  o- 
ther  was  a  Ruflia n  horfe  which  paced  natu¬ 
rally  ;  I  bought  them  for  a  very  fmall  price, 
and  that  day  proceeded  on  my  journey 
twenty  verfts  farther,  to  a  village  fituated 
on  the  fide  of  a  defart  one  hundred  and 
eighty  miles  over  :  Before  I  had  driven  five 
verfts  my  beautiful  Perfian  turned  lame, 
which  prevented  •  my  proceeding  farther 

than 


Digitized  by  LjOoq  le 


TRAVELS*  '  44 

than  the  village :  A  farrier  promifed  to  re* 
cover  him  that  night,  but  failed  in  his  prof 
mile,  and  next  day  a  very  great  faU  of 
fnow  kept  me  till  the  afternoon.  I  was 
ftepping  into  my  fledge,  when  an  exprefs 
arrived,  and  putting  a  letter  into  my  hand, 
faid  that  the  Englilh  gentlemen  were  ill 
T amboff,  and  he  had  reafon  to  think* 
that  they  had  difpatched  him  from  Debori 
by  poll  horfes  to  overtake  me  if  pollible,  and 
beg  that  I  would  wait  their  arrival,  which 
would  be  as  loon  as  pollible  for  their  horfes 
to  proceed.  The  letter  from  Mr  Grasme  vyas 
to  the  fame  effect  ;  he  laid  that  they  had 
met  with  very  much  trouble  on  the  road 
from  the  Voivodes,  or  petty  governors,  and 
their  writers,  ever  finding  objections  to  their 
pealants  not  anfwering  exactly  the  deferip- 
tions  given  of  them  in  their  paflports,  and 
that  they  never  could  get  free  without  pre-» 
fents  of  wine,  tea,  or  fugar,  and,  not  feldom, 
money.  This  the  gentlemen  confirmed  to 
me  at  their  arrival,  which  was  that  very* 
night  about  ten  of  the  clock ;  their  horles 
being  extremely  fatigued,  we  determined  to 
reA  all  night,  and  let  out  into  the  de-> 
fart  at  break  of  day, 

After  a  few  reflections,  we  were  all  in 
good  fpirits  j  nor  did  I  ever  part  with  tliem 
till  we  arrived  in  Tzaritzin,  except  in  one 
town  where  they  could  have  no  need  of 
me.  I  could  not  help  telling  them  that  I 
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had  obferved  in  Mofcow  a  refervednefs  an<3 
indifference  whether  I  went  with  them  or 
not,  which  behaviour  I  would  not  have  for¬ 
given  in  any  but  my  countrymen,  the  more 
fo,  fince  I  was  well  allured  that  they  were 
not  all  of  a  like  mind.  Meflrs  Graeme  and 
Brown  acknowledged  that  my  remarks  were 
not  ill-grounded,  but  allured  me  that  they 
never  gave  encouragement  to  fuch  unde- 
ferved  treatment,  for  I  was  neither  burden- 
fome  nor  troublefome  to  them,  and  I  was 
determined  never  fhould.  But  Mr  Graeme, 
not  ill  pleated,  laid  that  they  had  paid  for 
their  indifference  very  defervedly. 

Thus  this  affair  ended,  and  next  morn¬ 
ing  we  entered  the  defart,  where  nothing 
was  to  be  teen  but  clouds,  fnow,  and  a  few 
pitiful  pofthoufes  diflant  one  from  the  other 
twelve  or  fourteen  verfts.  We  arrived  in 
Chopra  Crepuft,  or  Caftle,  early  in  the 
afternoon  on  the  fourth  day  after  we  fet  out 
from  the  laft  village,  and  now  the  merchants 
had  occafion  to  tee  that  I  had  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  to  get  their  people  free  pafTage  from 
this  place.  The  cuftomhoufe  officer  was 
drunk,  nor  would  be  a<ft  honeflly,  or  hear 
realon,  but  laid  that  he  was  determined  to 
flop  the  caravan,  which  confided  of  about 
one  hundred  horfes.  Seeing  this,  I  got  a 
copy  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  agreed  up¬ 
on  between  the  Courts  of  London  and  St 
Peterfburgh,  and  went  flraight  into  the 
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caftle  to  demand  juitice.  I  happened  to  be 
drefled  in  a  frock  for  travelling  and  a  furred 
cap,  having  no  mark  of  belonging  either  to 
the  fleet  or  army,  and  the  governor,  who  was 
a  captain,  foarcely  would  vouchfafe  to  (peak 
to  me,  taking  me  for  a  merchant.  I  plyed 
him  with  good  words  long,  and  could  eafily 
difcover  that  there  was  a  very  good  under* 
Handing  between  him  and  the  cuftomhoufe 
officer  :  When  I  had  found  out  this,  I  did 
not  fail  to  difcover  that  I  had  the  honour  to 
ferve  her  Imperial  Majefty  :  That  I  was  de- 
iired  by  Count  Golovine  to  proceed  in  com¬ 
pany  with  this  caravan  ;  and  laflly,  that  if 
they  (hould  meet  with  any  groundlefs  hin- 
derance  on  the  road,  I  (liould  inflantly  fend 
off  an  exprefs  to  him  with  an  account  of  it, 
which  would  not  fail  to  meet  with  immedi¬ 
ate  redrefs.  I  then  defircd  him  to  read  fome 
paragraphs  of  the  treaty  of  commerce,  in 
one  of  which  it  was  agreed  by  the  Empreis, 
that,  if  Britifli  merchants  trading  or  travel¬ 
ling  through  Ruffia,  (hould  be  (lopped  upon 
any  unreafonable  pretence,  that  the  per- 
fons  who  did  fo  (hould  be  obliged,  if  I  mif- 
take  not,  to  pay  to  the  merchant  two  ducats 
of  gold  for  every  hour  they  were  flopped,  I 
then  defired  him  to  reflect  upon  the  confe¬ 
rences,  that  he  was  an  old  gentleman, 
who  had  now  an  honourable  pofl,  that  he 
certainly,  which  I  (hould  be  forry  for,  would 
meet  with  fevere  punifhment,  and  fcrupled 
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not  to  chide  him  for  joining  with  a  ftupld 
drunken  knave  to  diftrefs  the  inoffenllve 
ftranger.  Laftly,  I  laid  that  I  had  fome 
trufty  men  with  me  who  would  not  fail  to 
Snake  quick  difpatch,  and  that  neither  the 
merchants  nor  I  would  go  from  this  place 
till  juftice  was  done  us.  The  governor  be-? 
thought  himlilf :  The  cuftomhoufe  officer 
was  lent  for,  threatened,  and  beaten  before 
he  could  be  brought  to  reafon  ;  and  the  old 
governor  was  lb  well  pleafed  that  I  had 
brought  him  to  a  fenfe  of  his  duty,  that  he 
went  into  the  town,  and  fupped  with  the 
merchants,  who  did  not  fail  to  make  him  lb 
very  drunk  that  he  was  carried  into  the 
cattle  by  his  foldiers.  Next  morning  we  had 
a  meflage  from  the  governor,  entreating  that 
we  would  breakfatt  with  him  :  "When  we 
arrived  at  his  houfe,  a  large  table  was  co¬ 
vered,  and  as  much  provilion  ready  drefled 
as  would  have  been  fufficient  for  forty  men. 

I  excufed  mylelf  as  I  was  obliged  to  wait  up¬ 
on  Major  General  Butturlin  :  At  my  return 
however,  I  found  my  countrymen  very 
merry,  and  the  old  governor  almoll  drunk. 

We  then  proceeded  on  our  journey  to 
Mikaclova :  When  we  were  going  to  dine, 
one  of  my  fervants  told  me  that  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  Chopra  had  loaded  my  carriages  with 
provifions,  fitch  as  hens,  ducks,  geefe,  tur¬ 
keys,  enough  to  lerve  us  for  eight  days;  that 
he  had  alfo  lent  a  fmall-  barrel  of  mead,  one 
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of  ale,  and  one  of  com  brandy,  the  Iaft  of 
which  I  gave  amongft  the  fervants.  From 
this  place  we  marched  on  without  tiny  hin- 
derance,  except  that  in  a  delart  we  faw  at 
feme  diftance  twenty  or  thirty  Kalmucks  on 
horfeback.  The  merchants  had  twelve  fol- 
diers,  and  I  and  my  people  were  eight  men 
well  armed.  The  merchants  and  their  fol- 
diers  divided  one  half  to  each  end,  and  I 
kept  the  center  ;  fo  that  had  the  Kalmucks, 
made  an  attack,  we  would  prefently  have 
formed  a  hollow  fquare  :  But  the  Kalmucks 
having  obferved  fo  many  well  armed  men, 
thought  proper  to  let  us  pafs  on  unmolefted ; 
after  this  day  however,  we  left  the  defart, 
and,  though  the  road  was  longer,  we  tra¬ 
velled  upon  the  river  Don  amongft  villages, 
which  have  been  defcribed  formerly.  As 
the  merchants  were  quite  fafe  among  the 
Coftacks,  and  my  wife  was  fickly,  being 
with  child,  I  ufed  to  drive  before  them,  but 
always  met  at  dinner  time,  and  at  night,  till 
we  arrived  on  the  weft  end  of  the  famous 
line  which  crofleth  the  country  betwixt  the 
Don  and  Volga.  I  then  fet  out  for  Donfka- 
ja,  and  took  my  leave  of  my  countrymen, 
propoling  to  wait  for  them  at  Tzaritzin ;  be- 
caule  they  ran  no  rilk  of  being  flopped,  or 
of  any  danger  upon  that  line.  I  arrived  at 
Donfkaja  about  midnight,  and  fent  to  the 
magiftrates,  who  were  in  bed,  for  horfos  to 
Tzaritzin.  They  returned  for  anfwer  that  I 
•  J  had 
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had  no  right  to  demand  horfes  there,  and 
advifed  me  to  go  to  a  town  at  Tome  diftance 
which  was  in  the  road.  The  horfes  which 
had  brought  me  there  were  difcharged, 
and  I  knew  not  what  to  do.  In  fuch  cafes, 
I  never  thought  it  any  crime  to  ufe  a  little 
policy.  I  was  certain  that  I  had  no  right 
to  force  them,  even  fuppofing  that  I  had 
ftrength,  which  I  had  not,  and  the  Coflacks 
are  a  very  obftinate  people  if  you  threaten 
them,  when  they  know  that  you  have  no 
right :  But  I  obferved  formerly  that  they  u- 
niverfally  bear  no  good  will  either  to  the 
army  or  Beet,  and  this  animofity  is  recipro¬ 
cal  ;  wherefore  when  a  ftrong  body  of  men 
is  upon  a  march,  they  feldom  care  to  dif- 
pute  with  them.  They  having  leen  my 
paflport,  and  by  it,  having  been  informed 
that  I  belonged  to  the  admiralty  at  Aftra- 
chan,  I  gave  them  to  know  that  as  I  had 
difmifled  my  horfes  I  could  not  proceed  that 
night  at  lead,  but  if  they  fcrupled  to  find 
me  horfes  they  would  find  it  more  difficult 
to  provide  for  a  great  number  of  men  next 
morning,  and  probably  would  not  relifli 
fuch  a  meeting,  when  they  Ihould  be  inform¬ 
ed  that  I  was  (lopped  on  the  road  by  their 
frivolous  objections  :  This  mefiage  had  the 
defired  effeCl,  and  they  inftantly  came  to 
me,  were  very  obliging,  and  wanted  much 
to  know  their  number.  I  anfwered  them 
conllantly  in  general,  and  they  never  doubt¬ 
ed 
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ed  that  they  were  all  either  foldiers  or  fail- 
ors  belonging  to  Aftrachan  admiralty.  In 
confequence  of  this,  I  had  my  horfes  with¬ 
out  farther  trouble :  And  as  1  told  them  that 
I  could  not  drive  faft  or  far  at  a  time,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  my  wife’s  ficknefs,  they  gave  me 
as  good  horfes  as  were  to  be  had  in  the 
place.  The  lower  cfafles  of  mankind,  who 
never  have  had  any  opportunity  of  fludying, 
or  feklom,  pra&iflng  morality  and  humani¬ 
ty,  are  very  hard  to  be  perliiaded  to  do  a 
good  artion  to  any  man  who  belongs  to  a 
clafs  of  men  for  whom  they  have  any  natu¬ 
ral  averfion,  unlefs  forced  by  fear.  The  Cof- 
Lacks,  as  has  already  been  faid,  bear  an  ill-will 
to  the  army  and  fleet,  and  probably  they 
have  caufe  for  fo  doing ;  wherefore  they 
will  not  do  an  obliging  thing  to  any  perfon 
belonging  to  either,  unlefs  they  may  have 
reafon  to  fufpett  that  they  may  be  forced  to 
do  it,  and  pnnifhed  for  making  any  delay. 
This  they  were  afraid  of,  and  therefore 
granted  my  requeft  as  foon  as  they  could, 
and,  to  be  certain  of  my  friendfhip,  treated 
me  abundantly.  I  have,  it  is  true,  alone, 
travelled  through  this  country  without  meet¬ 
ing  with  any  hardfhip  or  being  put  to  any 
expence  for  myfelf,  fervants,  and  horfes  : 
but  this  was  owing  to  my  profefflon,  for  their 
villages  are  all  very  large  ;  they  have  few 
people  profefling  any  branch  of  medicine 
and  furgery  ;  they  therefore  very  reafonably 
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conclude,  that  men  regularly  bred,  and  who 
have  daily  experience  of  a  variety  of  dif- 
eafes,  fuch  as  thole  in  the  Imperial  fervice, 
are  the  only  people  to  whom  they  ought  to 
apply  for  advice.  They  feldom  offer,  un* 
lefs  remarkably  rich,  to  pay  a  fee  ;  and 
to  offer  a  trifle,  would  probably  be  taken  as 
an  affront:  Therefore,  their  country  abound* 
ing  in  all  kinds  of  provifion  for  man  and 
bead,  they  fend  their  acknowledgments  of 
this  kind,  in  fuch  plenty,  that  I  was  ever 
obliged  to  caufe  return  the  greateft  part  of 
them. 

The  Ukraine  Is  a  moll  delightful,  pleafant 
country,  and  the  people  though  warlike, 
and  confequenrly  not  eafily  driven  out  of 
their  own  way,  are  very  humane,  and  mod 
obliging  to  Grangers,  fuch  as  merchants, 
who  they  are  certain  dare  not  prefume  to 
hurt  them.  All  Chriftian  ftrangers  from 
whatever  country  are  looked  upon  as  bre¬ 
thren,  and  enjoy  without  any  trouble  or 
form,  all  the  emoluments  of  a  Coftack.  And 
though  they  are  under  the  government  of 
Ruflia,  that  court  knows  its  own  intereft  too 
Well  to  burden  them  too  much,  and  there¬ 
fore  lets  them  live  under  the  government  of 
their  own  laws,  providing  only  they  do  not 
clafh  with  the  intereft  of  the  Ruflian  Empire. 
Next  day  at  night  I  arrived  in  all  fafety  in 
Tzaritzin,  and  there  waited  for  my  coun¬ 
trymen.  .  I  was  very  well  acquainted  with 
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the  commandant,  Mr  Cultzoff.was  his  name, 
and  he  was  a  brigadier.  To. him  I  recom¬ 
mended  them,  and  got  affurance  that  he 
would  do  them  all  the  fervice  which  was  in 
his  power :  I  met  there  alio  Lieutenant  Co¬ 
lonel  Kilhinlkee  of  the  Aftrachan  garrilon  : 
He  had  been  fent  there  to  tranfad  fome  fe- 
cret  commiilion  which  was  finilhed,  and  he 
was  ready  to  return  to  Aftrachan,  but,  that 
he  might  travel  down  the  river  with  greater 
fafety,  waited  rill  the  Britilh  caravan  arrived. 
At  their  arrival,  I  was  told  that  they  refol- 
ved  to  difeharge  their  horfes  at  Tzaritzin,and 
wait  till  open  water,  when  they  could  tranf- 
port  their  goods  in  barks,  at  which  l  was 
not  forry,  though  they  had  kept  me  wait¬ 
ing  two  days  for  them.  They  were  much 
pleafed  however  that  1  had  recommended 
them  effectually  to  Mr  Cultzoff ’s  protect 
tion. 

1  think  it  was  in  this  city  I  afked  them. 
How  they  came  to  know  that  I  had  palled 
them  on  thejtfad  betwixt  Moicow  and  Tam- 
boff  ?  Their  anfwer  was.  That  it  is  well 
known  that  neceflity  is  the  mother  of  inven¬ 
tion  ;  they  had  been  fo  very  much  encum¬ 
bered  by  Voivodes  and  cuftomhoule  officers, 
out  of  whofe  clutches  they  could  by  no  means 
get,  without  great  lofs  of  time,  and  confi- 
derable  expence  in  treating,  and  prefents. 
They  therefore  wilhed  that  I  had  been  with 
them,  and  feared  that  I  had  palled  them  on 
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the  road,  at  no  great  diftance  from  Tamboff. 
They.pafTed  n6  village  without  alking  after 
me.  At  Debroy,  where  they  halted,  they  had 
notice  that  one  of  my  profelTion,  a  foreigner 
of  a  fmall  liz e,  with  a  young  lick  Wife,  and 
eight  attendants,  had  Hopped  a  foort  time 
there,  and  foot  many  of  their  pigeons.  From 
the  delcription  given  of  me,  they  made  no 
doubt  that  1  was  the  perfon  defcribed,  and 
therefore  fent  off  by  port  ;  but,  if  I  had  not 
bought  thefe  lame  horfes,  they  could  fcarce- 
ly  have  overtaken  me,  till  I  was  within  a 
fmall  diftance  of  Tzaritzin. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Kifoinlkee,  efcorted  by 
eight  good  foldiers,  and  I  by  leven  brilk 
young  men,  all  well  armed,  let  out  from 
Tzaritzin,  and  arrived  in  all  fafety  in  Tchor- 
nayar,  in  two  clays,  being  one  hundred  and 
eighty  verfts  diftance.  We  dined  with  the 
commandant,  where  we  were  delired  to  (lay 
a  foort  time,  becaule  they  were  allured  that 
a  body  of  twenty  or  thirty  Kalmucks  were 
feen  in  the  defart  lately,  and  that  their  ap¬ 
pearance,  at  that  time  of  the  year,  in  thele 
parts,  portended  no  good  defign:  However, 
the  colonel  and  I  agreed  to  proceed:  Having 
got  frefo  horles,  we  thought  we  could  be  in  no 
imminent  danger;  for  the  Kalmucks  have  not 
much  iron,  and  the  Ruffians  take  very  great 
care  that  they  foallget  none  from  them ;  con- 
fequently  they  never  fooe  their  horles,  which 
renders  them  unfit  to  ride  faft  upon  ice  ; 
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whereas  the  Ruffian  horfes  are  dlways  very* 
weU  (hod,  lo  that  they  go  as  firmly,  or  ra¬ 
ther  better,  upon  ice  than  on  the  ground. 

The  commandant's  report  however  wai  true; 
for,  when  we  were  diftanc  but  about  fifteen 
verfts  from  Tchomayar,  we  dilcoVered  a  bo¬ 
dy  of  hprfemen  upon  die  banks  of  the  river, 
though  we  could  not  number  them,  being 
ever  in  motion*  but  fuppofed  they  might  be 
about  twenty  or  twenty-five  men.  They  ' 
were  very  well  mounted :  We  were  in  rcadi*. 
nels  to  receive  them,  but  thought  it  proper 
to  keep  near  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river  at  a  dir 
ftance  from  them.  They  icampered  down 
the  river,  keeping  equal  pace  with  us,  till  a 
great  thicket  of  bruili-wood  obliged  them  ta 
ride  off. 

We  kept  our  conrie;  and,  as  the  firongeft 
fiflieries  on  the  river  were  well  known  to  thd 
colonel,  he  determined  to  go  at  leaft  thirty 
verfts  from  Tchomayar  before  we  halted. 

Thefe  filheries  arc  no  otherways  ftrong  than 
by  the  number  of  men  inhabiting  them,  who 
are  always  well  armed,  and  live  on  iflands  in 
large  zemlenkes  built  under  ground  ;  as  they 
have  been  deferibed  in  the  firft  volume,  1 
(hall  fay  no  more  of  them  here*.  '  We  halted 
a  confiderable  time,  keeping  a  good  look-out, 
and  then  departed,  and  met  with  nothing  un¬ 
common  till  we  arrived  in  Aftrachan.  At  the 
diftance  of  about  twenty  verfts  from  it,  our 
horfes  bdng  much  fatigued,  we  were  obliged 

to 
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to  halt,  anil  on  the  banks  of  the  river  roaft- 
ed  fmall  bits  of  mutton  for  our  dinner  in  the 
open  field.  Under  red  gravelly  cliffs.  The 
colonel  told  me,  that,  fince  my  departure 
from  Aftrachan,  a  few  merchants  travelling 
this  way  halted  for  refrefhment  at  that  place, 
and,  when  they  were  taking  their  dinner, 
part  of  the  cliff  fell  down,  and  with  it,  an 
earthen  jar  full  of  old  Tartar  coin,  fome  of 
which  he  had  feen,  both  gold  and  filver.  At 
about  four  verfts  diftance  from  Aftrachan  my* 
horfes  were  fb  tired,  that  without  fome  re¬ 
frefhment  they  could  proceed  no  further.  I 
acquainted  the  Colonel  of  it,  who  faid  that  he 
would  proceed,  but  was  fo  kind  as  to  invite 
me  to  his  houfe,  telling  me,  that  a  good  warm 
fupper  fhould  be  got  ready  by  the  time  of  my 
arrival.  1  was  glad  enough  to  arrive  at  the 
Colonel*8  houfe,  becaufe  it  was  too  late  to 
procure  any  good  lodging  for  the  night. 
There  I  met  with  a  polite  reception,  and 
next  morning  1  faw  my  fea-officers,  and  got 
proper  lodgings  till  my  houfe  fhould  be  fi- 
nifhed,  which  was  building,  with  a  fine  new 
hofpital.  But,  fince  my  departure,  Aftra¬ 
chan  appeared  to  me  quite  different  from 
what  it  had  formerly  done* 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.  VI. 

Concerning  what  happened  remarkable  in  the  year 
1742  at  Afirachant  and  in  the  Neighbour - 
hood •  . 

ASTRACHAN,  I  fey,  did  not  appear  the 
fame  as  formerly  to  me.  We  had  now 
a  new  Governor,  Vice-governor,  and  Com¬ 
mandant,  neither  of  whom  I  knew,  in  place 
of  one  of  the  beft  men,  I  believe,  the  world 
ever  produced.  We  had  one  now  whofe  mo¬ 
ral  character  was  not  fo  very  agreeable  to  good 
men.  From  what  follows,  fome  part  of  it  will 
be  pretty  well  known.  After  having  been 
received  into  the  fleet,  I  thought  it  my  duty 
to  pay  my  refpedts  to  our  new  Governor,and 
the  other  two  new  gentlemen  juft  now  na¬ 
med,  though  1  was  not  under  their  direction, 
as  the  fleet  at  this  time  was  quite  independent 
of  the  Governor.  When  I  went  to  the  Go¬ 
vernor’s  palace,  the  captain  of  the  guards 
told  me,  that  the  tables  were  turned  ;  that, 
in  place  of  feeing  a  man  endued  with  equity 
and  goodnefs,  1  was  going  to  fee  a  tyrant, 
and  one  in  every  refpetl  the  reverie  of  good 
Prince  Golitzin.  I  anfwered,  that  I  imagi- 
ged  it  was  my  duty  to  pay,  at  my  firft  ap¬ 
pearance  in  the  city,  my  relpefts  to  our  Go¬ 
vernor  ;  that  I  wanted  nothing  from  him, 

and 
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and  that  I  hoped  he  never  (hould  have  it  in 
his  power  to  opprefs  me,  nor  do  me  any 
harm.  I  went  into  the  well  known  hall,  and 
paid  my  refpedls  to  an  old,  tall  meagre  roan, 
by  the  title  of  Excellence.  He  was  playing 
at  chefs  with  the  Commandant,  and  took  ve¬ 
ry  little  notice  of  me.  After  one  game  was 
done,  he  role,  came  to  the  window  where  I 
ftood,  and  looked  out  over  my  head,  but  no»- 
ver  fpoke  one  word.  I  could  not  get  from 
the  window,  without  endangering  the  over- 
fetting  of  him.  As  he  was  returning  to  his 
place,  I  went  out  of  the  room,  not  •ill  plealed 
that  I  had  feen  the  man  of  whom  1  had 
heard  fo  many  ridiculous  odd  (lories ;  but: 
was  determined  to  pay  him  no  more  vifits, 
without  invitation.  I  next  went  to  our  Vice- 
governor,  Prince  Michael  Baretinlke :  He  was 
a  brigadier,  and  qf  an  antient  noble  family, 
an  old  man,  of  an  exceeding  good  character. 
He  received  me  in  a  very  genteel  hofpitable 
manner,  told  me  that  he  had  frequently 
heard  of  me,  and  that  he  was  glad  that  I 
had  returned  to  Altrachan;  becaufe,  he  faid, 
that  he  had  intended  to  employ  me  in  his  fa¬ 
mily  when  needful.  He  introduced  me  to 
his  Lady,  who  was  young,  and  very  agree¬ 
able.  He  kept  me  very  late,  and  amongft 
other  things  faid,  that  Vafilic  Nekititch  Ta-. 
tilfrolF  was  a  very  lingular  man,  and  that  his 
not  taking  notice  of  me  was  his  common 
way.  of  receiving,  flrangers,  especially  his  in¬ 
feriors  ; 
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feriors ;  and  that  he  but  feldom  paid  due  re- 
fped  even  to  his  fuperiors. 

Having  now  got  my  hofpital  built,  and  in 
good  order,  I  followed  my  bufinefs  clofely 
without  troubling  myfelf  about  any  thing  elle 
for  about  fix  weeks,  when  there  was  received 
in  Aftrachan,  a  manifefto  in  relation  to  th6 
following  great  ftate-prifoners,  figned  on  the 
2 2d  Januaiy  1742. 


COPY  of  the  Emprefs  Elifabeth’s  Manifefto. 


“  By  the  Grace  of  God,  we  Elifabeth  the 
“  Firft,  Emprefs  and  Sovereign  of  all  Ruf- 
**  fia,  &c.  make  known  by  thefe  prefents. 

**  It  is  already  fufficiently  known  to  eve- 
**  ry  one,  by  our  manifefto  of  the  28th  of 
**  November  1741,  how,  by  the  wicked  and 
“  ill-deligning  intrigues  of  the  late  High  Ad- 
miral  and  Minifter  of  the  Cabinet,  Count 
“  Andrew  Ofterman,  carried  on  againft  us, 

*«  in  defpite  of  his  better  knowledge  and  his 
**  own  confcience,  we  were,  upon  the  de- 
**  ceafe  of  the  Eriiperor  Peter  II.  of  glorious  - 
“  memory,  deprived  of  our  paternal  here- 
“  ditary  throne  of  all  Ruftia,  which  already 
**  at  that  time  belonged  to  us  as  lawful  heir- 
“  efe  without  exception,  by  virtue  of  the  laft 
"  will  eftablifhed  by  her  Imperial  Majefty, 

**  our  dear  mother,  the  great  Lady  and  Em* 

**  prefs  Katharine  Alexiewna,  now  refting 
“  with  God  :  As  alfo,  hour,  by  wiles,  offen- 
“  five  to  God,  and  prejudicial  to  our  Em- 

**  pire. 
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**  pire,  he  C.  Ofterman,  jointly  with  the  hate 
**  Field-marfhal  Count  Muinich,  and  ibme 
“  others  their  aflbeiates,  at  the  deceafe  of  her 
**  Majefty  the  Emprefs  Anna  Joannovna  of* 
“  moll  blefled  memory,  when  her  Majefty 
"  was  already  in  the  utmoft  weaknefe  on  her 
“  death-bed,  again  excluded  ,us  from  our  pa- 
**  ternal  hereditary  throne,  by  the  means  of 
“  an  ordinance  and  lettlement  of  fuccdfion, 
«*  drawn  up  by  him  Ofterman,  naming  and 
**  appointing  for  his  heirs  and  fucceftors, 
«*  Prince  John,  born  of  the  Serene  Princefs 
**  Anne  of  Mecklemburgh  and  of  Prince  An- 
“  thony  Ulric  of  Brunfwick-Luneburgh,  the/ 
**  he  had  not  the  leaft  pretenfion  nor  birth- 
“  right  whatfoever,  and  befides,  was  but  an 
“  infant  of  two  months  of  age  ;  and  after 
*<  him  his  brothers  that  (hould  be  bom 
“  the  faid  Princefs  Anne.  At  the  lame 
**  time,  they  not  only  conveyed  the  admini- 
<<  ftration  into  foreign  hands,  to  the  greateft 
“  diforder  in  our  Empire,  and  to  the  ut- 
<(  mo  ft  oppreflion  and  ruin  of  all  our  faith- 
“  ful  fubjeds  ;  but  even  afterwards.  Count 
•«  Ofterman,  and  with  him  the  late  Vice- 
“  chancellor  Count  Golofkin,  and  the  reft 
•*  of  their  accomplices,  to  our  infupportable 
“  grievance,  and  to  the  manifeft  danger  of 
•*  our  own  perfon,  drew  up  a  particular  re- 
“  gulation  of  the  hereditary  iucceflian,  in 
“  order  to  exclude  us  intircly  and  for  ever 
**  from  the  poileftion  of  the  Imperial  throne 
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M  of  Ruffia,  belonging  to  u$  by  our  lawful 
•«  hereditary  right*  as  well  as  by  the  law  of 
“  all  the  world :  By  which  forefaid  regular 
•*  tiort,  they  audacloufly  attempted,  not  only 
“  to  declare  all  the  females  delccnded  from 
“  Princefs  Anrie  capable  of  fucceedirig  to  the 
**  throne*  but  alio  to  appoint  the  Princefs 
“  herfetf  to  be  Emprefe  Of  all  the  Ruifias  : 
“  All  which  wicked  attempts  and  impious 
“  defigns  of  Ofterman,  Muinidh,  arid  Golof- 
“  kin,  are  let  forth  more  at  large  in  our  ma- 
«*  nifefto  of  the  28th  November  laft  year. 

««  In  this  lamentable  and  dangerous  litu- 
•«  ation,  we  were  at  laft  inevitably  neceffita- 
xt  ted,  by  die  aftiftance  of  Almighty  God,  at 
**  the  mod  humble  requell  of  all  our  faithful 
*«  fubje&s,  but  efpecially  of  the  regiments 
«*  of  our  guards,  to  mount  our  hereditary 
«  paternal  throne,  and  immediately  to  take 
**  into  cuftody  the  (hainelefs  difturibcrs  of 
««  the  public?  tranquillity,  viz.  the  faid  Often* 
**  man,  Muinich  and  Golofkin,  as  traitors 
«*  to  the  Empire,  and  malefactors,  together 
««  with  their  adherents  and  accomplices,  the 
**  late  High  Steward  of  the  houfehold  Levold, 
“  the  Prdident  of  the  College  of  Commerce, 
**  Baron  Mengden,  the  aCtual  Counfellor  of 
“  State  Temeraizoff,  and  the  reft  who  are 
“  concerned  wkh  them.  But  in  order  that 
*•  every  thing  relating  to  their  audacious 
•**  condud,  odious  to  the  Almighty,  and  their 
«•  deftgns  pernicious  toour  Empire,  might  be 
"■  ■  ■  '  H  -^brought 
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**  thought  to  light,  and  made  known  in  eve- 

ry  circumftance,and  in  order  to  reftore  the 
**  public  general  tranquillity  and  content:  As 
“  alfo,  fuch  a  love  and  peaceablenefs  among 
“  the  people  as  might  pleafe  the  Almighty, 
««  we  did  appoint  .a  particular  commifiion  of 
“  enquiry,  before  which  the  faid  Ofterman, 
“  Muinich,  and  Golofkin,  with  the  reft  of 
««  their  accomplices,  fhould  be  examined 
“  concerning  their  grievous  offences  again  ft 
“  the  State,  as  alfo  other  crimes  committed 
**  contrary  to  their  oaths  and  duty,  tending 
t*  to  the  open  ruin  of  the  Empire,  and  the 
**  difturbance  of  the  public  tranquillity.  The 
**  main  refult  of  which  enquiry  was  found  to 
“  be  as  follows  : 

“  The  late  Admiral  Andrew  Ofterman 
**  did  not  only  knowingly  and  willingly, 
**  contrary  to  his  oath  and  duty,  confe- 
**  quently  in  the  moft  flagrant  manner,  fup- 
**  prefs  and  leave  unexecuted  the  laft  will 
“  made  by  her  Imperial  Majefty,  our  deareft 
**  mother,  the  Emprefs  Katharina  Alexevna, 
**  now  refting  with  God,  and  by  him,  as 
**  well  as  others,  fubfcribed  and  confirmed 
“  by  folemn  oath  ;  by  which  we  were  a&u- 
**  ally,  and  in  exprefs  terms,  called  to  the 
“  fucceffion  of  the  Imperial  throne  of  Ruilia 
**  in  proper  time;  but  alfo,  after  the  deceafe 
“  of  his  Imperial  Majefty  Peter  II.  at  the  e- 
«*  left  ion,  by  which  the  Emprefs  Anna  Joan- 
ft  novna  was  placed  on  the  throne  of  Ruilia, 

‘‘  as  alfo-  at  various  changes  which  happen* 
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“  ed  afterwards,  efpecially  when  the  Em- 
**  prefs  Anna  Joannovna  made  a  new  ordi- 
**  nance  concerning  the  fucceffion,  and  pub- 
“  lUhed  her  laft  will  on  the  5th  of  Oftober 
“  in  the  year  1740  (which  he  alone  had 
*•  drawn  up  in  his  own  houfe)  he;  not  only 
“  made  no  mehtion  of  the  above  faid  laft- 
**  will,  nor  any  reprefen tatio ns  concerning 
“  it ;  but  did  defignedly  conceal  and  fup- 
“  prels  it,  endeavouring,  by  various  falfe 
“  fuppofitions,  to  render  it  abfolutely  inef- 
“  fe&ual,  and  totally  to  annul  it.  Nay,  e- 
**  ven  luch  were  his  abominable  defigns, 
“  that,  by  divers  Ichemes  fet  down  in  wri- 
“  ting,  which,  after  his  arreft,  were  found  a- 
**  mong  other  papers  in  his  own  houfe,  and 
“  which  he  had  lome  time  before,  without 
“  regard  to  God,  to  his  oath,  and  to  his  du- 
**  ty,  drawn  up  in  his  own  hand-writing, 

.  “  he  intended  to  keep  U9  intirely  from  the 
**  Ruffian  throne,  as  well  as  our  nephew  his 
**  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Holftein, 
**  grand fbn  to  his  Imperial  Majefty,  our 
**  deareft  father,  Peter  the  Great,  juft  as  if 
**  neither  we  nor  his  Royal  Highnefs  had  a* 
**  ny  right  or  pretenfion  to  the  Ruffian 
“  throne.  But,  in  order  to  remove  all  ob- 
4t  ftacles  he  might  apprehend  from  our  fide, 
“  he  deviled  a  project  to  marry  us  to  fame 
**  poor;  prince  out  of  this  country,  from 
**  whom  there  might  be  never  any  cable  of 
**  apprehenfion.  The  queftion  being  put  to 

him 
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“  him  as  to  thefe  dcfigns,  by  him  fo  wick^ 
**  edly  and  unanfwerably  devifed  and  draws* 
f«  up  by  Ills  own  hand,  he  did  indeed  own 
*'  himfelf,  he  had  done  all  this  contrary  to 
“  his  better  knowledge  and  his  own  conici-* 
“  ence,  and  though  abl’olutely  convinced, 
**  that,  purfuant  to  the  laid  lad  will  and  di£« 
“  pofition  of  our  dear  mother  the  Emprefs 
Katharina  Alexevna,  we  had  the  mod;  in* 
“  difputable  fight  to  the  fuccedion  of  the 
“  throne,  yet  he  falfely  pretended  at  the  fame 
“  time,  that  he  did  this  out  of  mere  compli* 
**  ance  to  the  late  Emprefs  Anna  Jognnovna^ 
“  in  order  to  be  freed  of  thefufpicion,  which, 

“  as  he  falfely  pretended,  he  lay  under  with 
“  her  Imperial  Majefty,  on  account  of  ha* 

“  ving  prepared  the  above  faid  la(t-will.  He, 

“  Oder  man,  in  particular  has  dared,  to  the 
greater  infringement  of  the  public  laws  of 
“  the  Empire,  and  to  the  didurbance  of  the 
**  domedic  tranquillity,  to  draw  up  in  his  own 
**  hand-writing,  and  to  fugged  divers  fchemes 
“  how  the  fuccedion  to  the  Rudian  throne 
41  might  be  extended  alfo  to  the  Princeflcs 
defcending  from  Pripcefs  Anne  of  Meek* 

**  lemburgh,  in  which  he  has  had  the  bold* 

**  nefs  to  alledge,  that  in  the  ordinance  a* 

“  bout  the  fuccedion  publijhed  by  her  Ma* 

**  jefty  Anna  Joannovna,  the  Princefles  de* 
f*  lcending  from  Princels  Anne  were  indeed 
not  exprefsly  mendoned,  yet  neither  were 
f(  they  excluded;  juft  as  if  this  affair  was  in 

itfelf 
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**  itfdf  of  no  gr eat  Importance,  but  only  this 
“  to  be  taken  Into  ponfideration,  how  to 
“  proceed  in  It,  and  in  what  manner  the 
“  fucceflion,  to  prevent  all  manner  of  difor- 
“  ders  on  future  emergencies,  might  be 
'*  brought  and  fettled  In  cxprefs  terms  on 
««  the  lifters  of  Prince  John,  When  the  reft 
“  of  the  tnuiifters  thereupon  objected,  that 
*f  fuck  an  affair  ought  firft,  above  all  things, 
f*  to  be  deliberated  upon,  particularly,  be* 
ft  caufe,  purfuant  tp-  the  laft-will,  the  lace 
“  regent,  jointly  with  the  cabinet-council, 
**  the  fyood,  the  feoate,  and  the  general  of* 
*«  ficcrs,  were  to  chufe  a  fucceflbr  :  That  af* 
**  terWards  it  was  to  be  ponftdered  what  rea* 
“  Ions  might  be  pretended  for  it ;  and  when 
**  moreover,  they  begged  fufficient  time  well 
“  to  examine  an  affair  of  fo  great  weight, 
**  Ofterman  returned  this  profligate  anfwer, 
“  That  the  fame  ordinance  about  the  fuc* 
“  ceiCon  did  not  at  all  run  counter  to  the 
“  laft*will :  That  if  only  the  reft  of  the  mi* 
**  nifters  would  join  in  their  votes,  there 
“  would  be  eaftly  found  fuch  reafons,  as 
i*  might  be  laid  before  the  world  ;  and  that 
**  there  remained  nothing  elfe  to  be  done, 
“  than  to  take  the  bufinefs  itielf  in  hand. 
“  Thereupon  he  laid  before  Princefs  Anne 
“  bis  opinion,  written  likeways  with  his  o\ra 
.**  hand,  reprefenting,  that  the  regulating  of 
“  the  iuccefTion  always  depended  on  the  will 
*f  of  the  Sovereign  j  and  that  the  PrinCefe 

**  Anne, 
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**  Anne,  in  the  Emperor’s  name,  might  aft 
"  in  the  adminift ration  of  the  Euipire  with 
**  the  fame  unlimited  power  and  authority 
««  as  belonged  to  any  reigning  Emperor  : 
**  That  therefore,  after  the  example  of  the 
fucceflion’s  having  been  fettled  upon  Pr. 
"  John  and  his  brother,  it  might  aho  in  his 
«*  name  be  fecured  to  his  lifters  defcending 
"  from  Prineefs  Anne,  by  oaths  ligned  by 
4(  the  ftates  fpiritual  and  temporal,  accord- 
“  ing  to-  the-cuftom  of  this  country;  and 
*•  thus  this  defign  might  at  once,  without 
«*  loft  of  time,  be  brought  to  its  execution 
•*  and  perfection.  To  which  he  added,  that 
**  if  this  affair  was  not  taken  in  hand  una- 
"  nimoiifly,  and  without  any  private  views, 
"  or  if  perhaps  every  one  would  follow  his 
**  ownhead,it  waseafy  to  conceive,  that  rather 
than  delay  prompt  execution  ought  to  be 
"  expefted.  In  divers  converfations  with 
Levold  and  Mengden,  Ofterman  did  not 
««  fcruple  to  tell  the  latter,  that  if  the  affair 
"  was  managed  with  good  order,  Prineefs 
««  Anne  might  bb  Emprefs  herfelf,  with  this 
**  profligate  expreffion,  That  fhe  might  in  e- 
•*  quity  pretend  to  the  fuccefiion  as  well  as 
"  her  children,  though  it  is  known  to  the 
"  whole  world,  that  thefe  latter  never  had 
41  nor  can  have  a  fucceflion  to  the  throne  of 
**  Ruflia.  To  Levold  he  opened  himfelf, 
that  one  could  not  know  how  things 
“  might  turn  out,  and  it  might  be  that  the 

"  Prineefs 
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**  Princefi  herfelf  might  feize  on  the  fuc  * 
“  ceffion  before  all  her  daughters  ;  to 
**  which  he  added,  that  the  affair  mull  be 
**  done,  either  by  force,  viz.  by  letters  pa- 
“  tent,  or  by  bringing  things  about  fo,  that 
“  the  people  themfelves  fhould  demand  it. 
“  The  queftion  being  put  to  Ofterman,  con- 
“  ceming  thefe  projefts  and  devices,  he  did 
own,  that  all  this  had  been  written  and 
“  propofed  by  him,  out  of  a  well  meaning 
**  view  and  officioufnefs  for  Princefs  Anne, 
“  to  the  end  that  if  there  were  even  no 
“  Princes  bom  by  her  in  being,  yet  (he 
“  might  not  meet  with  any  obftacle  from  us, 
“  as  the  only  lawful  heir:  Furthermore, that, 
“  contrary  to  the  laft-will  above-mentioned, 
“  in  purfuance  of  which  he  had  obliged  him- 
“  felf  by  oath,  to  caule  the  fucceflion  to  the 
“  Ruffian  throne,  which,  upon  the  deceafe 
“  of  his  Imperial  Majefty  Peter  II.  lawfully 
“  belonged  to  us,  he  not  only  worked  againil 
**  us  when  the  cafe  exifled,  but  even,  in 
“  further  defiance  of  his  oath,  adted  againft 
“  us  upon  the  deceafe  of  her  Imperial  Ma- 
**  jefty  Anna  Joannovna  ;  as  alio  after  the 
“  depofition  of  the  regent,  only  to  gain  Prin- 
“  cefs  Anne’s  favour  and  obligation;  and 
“  thus  preferring  his  own  private  advanta- 
f  *  ges  to  the  public  happineis  of  the  Empire, 
“  fetting  afide  his  own  confcience,  and  abfo- 
V  lutelv  forgetting  the  dreadful  judgments 
**  of  Ahnighty  God,  he  endeavoured,  in  the 

“  moll 
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“  mod  wicked  and  unjuftifiable  manner,  by* 
41  divers  intrigues,  to  deprive  us  of  our  pa- 
**  ternal  hereditary  right,  which  we  were 
44  born  to,  and  which  in  juftice  belonged  to 
44  us  by  all  the  laws  in  the  world.  Befide* 
**  thefe*  Ofterman  has  Committed  fhany  of- 
**  fences  againft  our  perfon,  of  which  he  has 
•*  been  convkled  as  to  every  particular  in  his 
44  examination.  Moreover,  many  other  grie- 
44  vous  mildemeanours,  tending  to  the  open 
44  prejudice  and  ruin  of  the  Empire,  have 
“  been  proved  againft  him  :  He  has  beett 
44  remifs  in  fufficiently  providing,  according 
•*  to  his  duty,  for  the  defence  of  the  Empire* 
44  when  it  was  moft  neceflary :  He  never  con- 
“  (lilted,  as  he  ought  to  do,  concerning  the 
44  weighty  affairs  of  the  Empire,  wkh  per- 
44  Tons  of  truft,  and  appointed  for  it ;  but 
44  tranfafted  moft  of  his  own  head.  In  va- 
44  rious  cafes  of  great  confequence  he  nei- 
“  ther  would  call  a  great  council,  nor  fuffer 
**  one  to  be  called ;  thongh  by  his  office  he 
**  ought  to  have  been  the  firft  to  make  re- 
“  monftrances  concerning  fuel*  perfbns  as 
“  were  trufted  widi  many  and  great  expen- 
“  cesof  the  Empire,  yet  he  never  looked  to 
44  it,  that  they  fhould  give  an  exa<ft  account. 
•*  In  affairs  of  foch  importance  as  concem- 
<*  ed  the  well-fare  of  all  the  Empire,  he  em- 
44  ployed,  to  the  prejudice  of  all  the  Ruffian 
nation,  utter  ftrangers,  of  whole  circum- 
**  fiances  and  conduct  nobody  ever  had  fuf- 

**  ficient 
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“  ficient  knowledge  belides  himfelf,  whilft 
“  native  Ruffians  in  thefe  cafes  were  fet  a- 
44  fide,  only  the  others  were  admitted  to  re- 
**  wards,  but  the  Rudians  were  abridged  ro 
**  all  profits,  nay,  rather  employed  to  their 
“  detriment;  his  dependents  and  adherents 
“  he  not  only  employed  on  all  occafions  for 
“  rewards,  but  even  protected  them  to  fuch 
“  a  degree,  that  he  commended  their  paul- 
“  try  fervices  equal  to  the  greateft  merits  of 
44  others,  and  when  they  a<fted  wrong,  or  ne- 
“  gledfed  any  thing  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
44  Empire, he  not  only  fhifted  it, but  approved 
“  of  them  and  of  their  actions;  he  idued  great 
“  fums  of  money  out  of  the  treafury  of  the 
“  Empire,  and  other  offices  of  the  revenue, 
without  confulting  other  members  of  the 
44  cabinet-council,  but  only  fent  to  their 
“  houfes  their  folutions,  drawn  up  for  their 
44  lignin g  :  In  important  affairs  of  the  Em- 
*•  pire,  he  has  often  changed  his  opinions,  as 
44  they  were  to  pleafe  others,  but  not  as  his 
“  fworn  duty  and  the  intereft  of  the  Empire 
•*  required  ;  he  burthened  and  diftrefled  the 
**  Empire  by  his  exceflive  railing  of  recruits 
44  of  men  and  horles ;  the  reports  that  came 
44  from  the  commanding  admirals  concem- 
**  ing  the  Hate  of  the  fleet,  he  did  not  fend 
'*  to  the  board  of  admiralty,  but  had  them 
44  all  brought  to  his  own  houle,  nor  ever 
44  communicated  to  the  faid  board  thofe  ad- 
41  vices  and  papers  that  formerly  had  been 
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44  fertt  to  him ;  he  helped  to  procure  to  the 
44  Field-marfhaJ  Muinich  an  ukaufe,  or  let— 
**  ters  patent,  for  dilpenfing  him  tvithoue 
"  giving  any  anfwer  or  account  to  whomfo- 
44  eter,  concerning  the  command  he  had  o- 
44  ver  the  works  of  the  canal  of  Ladoga , 
44  though  he  Ofterman  very  well  knew  that 
44  this  was  an  affair  and  pretenfion  tontra- 
44  ry  to  the  common  laws,  againft  which  he 
44  ought  to  have  made  temonftranCes.  He 
44  advanced  all  his  relations,  without  any 
44  fervice  or  merit ;  during  his  miniflry, 
44  when  he  had  in  a  manner  feifced  the 
whole  Empire,  he  had  the  impudence  to 
44  ru  n  and  to  extirpate  many  antient  and 
44  conflderable  Ruffian  families, to  make  many 
44  men  hated  and  undervalued  by  the  fe- 
“  veral  lbvereigns,  to  caufe  many  to  be  fent 
44  away  from  court,  and  to  caufe  unheard 
44  of  cruelties  and  executions  to  be  commit* 
44  ted  on  high  and  low,  without  fearing  e- 
44  ven  the  clergy  ;  to  fow  piifu n deriiandings 
44  and  create  variance  among  the  Ruffian 
44  fubjeCts :  Nay,  he  has  Carried  his  audaci- 
44  oulnefs  fo  far  as  to  abrogate  many  regu- 
44  larions  eflablifhed  for  the  public  good  by 
44  his  Majefty  our  dear  father,  how  . 'refling 
44  with  God,  the  Emperor  Peter  the  Great, 
44  particularly  that  concerning  follicltOrs  at 
44  refpeClive  boards,  and  thus  openly  to  ex- 
44  pole  and  to  cenfure  the  profound  pefie- 
“  tration  and  wife  difpofition  of  fo  glori- 

44  ous 
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“  ous  a  monarch,  not  to  mention  ether  fuch 
**  mifdemeanors  and  negleris  of  the  intercft 
**  and  welfare  of  the  Empire ;  more  of 
“  which  is  to  be  feet)  at  large  in  the  jour- 
“  nals  pf  the  trial. 

“  The  principal  crimes  of  the  field-mar- 
“  fhal  Muinich  are  as  follows  ;  During  the 
««  various  changes  that  have  of  late  happen- 
**  ed,  he  neither  did  observe  nor  fupport 
“  the  aforefaid  Iaft  will  left  by  her  Majefty 
“  our  dear  mother  the  Emprefs  Katharine  Ar 
“  lexevna,  tho*  he,  with  many  others,  had 
**  fwpm  fo.it  and  figned  it ;  on  the  contrary, 
**  upon  the  deceafe  of  her  Majefty  Anna  Jo- 
“  annovna,  he  took  particular  pains  to  play 
«*  the  adminiftration  of  the  Ruftian  Empire 
“  into  foreign  hands,  and  accordingly  con- 
** .  tributed  moft  towards  the  late  Duke  of 
**  Courland  Riron’s  entering  upon  the  rer 
“  gency  :  He,  Muinich  having  been  the 

firft,  and  who  talked  moft  with  him  about 
**  it,  inftantly  defired  it  of  him,  and  preft 
“  fed  him  to  it.  Biron  thereupon  having, 
**  direrily  contrary  to  the  intereft  of  the 
**  Empire,  taken  upon  himfelf  the  admini* 
**  ftratiop,  by  Muinich’s  fraudulent  intrigues, 
“  was  again  turned  out  by  the  fame  Mu* 
**  ipich,  for  this  latter’s  own  private  views  $ 
**  who,  upon  his  going  to  feize  the  late  re* 
**  gent,  knpwing  the  particular  and  lincere 
*'  inclination  which  the  foldiers  of  the  Im- 
“  perial  guards,  then  upon  duty,  had  for 

us, 
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“  us,  ufed  this  fraudulent  fhift,  in  order 
“  fooner  to  gain  them,  falfely  to  pretend 
“  that  we  and  our  nephew  were  opprefled 
“  by  the  regent,  who  therefore  was  to  be 
**  febted,  and  that  afterwards  they  might 
“  have  for  their  matter  whomfoever  they 
“  pleafed,  be  it  Prince  John,  or  his  Royal 
“  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  HoHtein.  This 
**  having  been  effe&ed,  though  the  faid 
“  Muinich  was  convinced  in  his  own  con- 
«  fcience  that  we  and  our  nephew  the  Duke 
“  of  Holftein  had  the  moft  indilputable  right 
<l  to  the  fuccellion  to  the  throne  of  Rullia, 
**  yet  he  never  made  ufe  of  the  power  He 
**  then  had  in  his  hands  to  maintain  us  in 
“  our  rights  ;  on  the  contrary,  afterwards, 
“  when  other  changes  enfued,  but  particu- 
**  larly,  when  Baron  Mengden,  and  his  own 
?*  foil,  the  late  fteward  of  the  houfehold, 
•“  informed  him  of  all  the  particulars  of  die 
“  above  faid  wicked  defign,  tending  to  o- 
“  verturn  the  public  tranquillity,  which  he 
**  himfelf  difapproved  as  imprafticable  ;  he 
**  again,  contrary  to  the  duty  and  oath  of  a 
“  faithful  fervant,  did  not  in  the  leaft  en- 
*€  deavour  to  obftruft  it  :  Nay,  even  pro- 
**  ceeded  to  offend  us  in  various  ways,  hav- 
“  ing  iuffered  himfelf  in  a  manner,  moft 
**  unbecoming  his  office  and  dignity,  to  be 
“  employed  as  a  focret  lpy  on  our  own  per- 
*'  fon  and  court ;  as  alfo  having  placed  a  cer- 
tain  fubaltern  in  our  palace,  on  pretence  of 
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**  being  appointed  to  have  the  infpettion  of 
44  the  buildings  ;  and  having  furnifhed  him 
“  with  horfes  and  carriages  to  follow  us  eve- 
44  ry  where,  and  to  inform  him  of  all  our 
44  actions  and  Heps. 

44  With  regard  to  his  conduft  when  with 
“  the  army,  he  has  been  convi&ed  of  many 
44  diford  ers  and  mifdemeanours  tending  to 
44  the  no  fmall  detriment  of  our  Empire,  viz. 
44  that  he  did  not  take  the  lead  care  to  main- 
44  tain  and  to  fpare  the  troops ;  that  in  many, 
44  the  mod  important,  expeditions  he  pro- 
44  ceeded  contrary  to  the  laws  and  articles 
44  of  war,  merely  following  his  own  atrtbi- 
44  tion,  and  did  every  thing  of  his  own 
44  head  and  will,  without  the  lead  confulta- 
44  tion  with  the  red  of  the  generals,  to  hear 
44  their  fentiments  ;  which  during  the  tvar 
,4‘  neceflarily  occafioned  many  confiderable 
44  lodes  of  men.  During  the  time  when  he 
44  was  in  the  army,  he  not  only  indited  un- 
•4  becoming  punifhments  on  the  lefler  Ruf- 
44  dan  officers,  often  without  any  court- 
44  martial,  and  without  any  regard  to  the 
44  rank  of  the  officers,  but  he  alfo  laid  pu- 
44  nidunents  on  daff-officers,  which  were 
44  only  fit  for  common  loldiers  ;  for  indaiice, 
44  in  the  fird  campaign  in  the  Crim,  he 
44  caufed  many  Ruffian  colonels,  delcended 
44  of  antieut  and  noble  families,  to  carry 
44  mulkets  to  their  utmod  ignominy,  and  to 
44  be  led  about  the  army  for  a  Qiow  ;  fome 
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*i  of  them  he  got  put  in  irons  and  fetters, 
**  find  let  them  for  a  long  while  go  about  in. 
‘ *  that  (bameful  condition :  His  friends ,  relatl- 
“  oos,  and  dependents  he  raifed  and.  pre- 
“  ferred  to  others,  without  any  meric  or 
“ .  defet't  *  to  himfelf  he  procured  great 
“  fpm$  at  diver!?  times,  efpecially  during 
4.‘  the-  regency  of  the  Pr  in  cels  Anne,  when 
*<  he  had  made  hu^felf  prime  minifter,  and 
“  bf  hides  that  aq  extraordinary  pen  (ion,  to 
“  lhe  gr^at  draining  and  exhaufting  of  the 
trealury  of  the  Empire  ;  of  all  which  dif- 
“  orders,  and  iniquities  being  convidted,  he 
“  confefled  them  ftimfelf,  as  is  fet  forth 
**  giQT?  af  large  ip  the  journals  of  the  trial. 

.Yhe  laje  vice-chancellor  h%hael  Gor 
*.*  Jpfjurj  wap  the  fprft  contriver  of  the  above 
<?  piepdoned  affair  concerning  the  alterar 
*f  tiop  of  the  fucceffion  ;  fpr  at  the  time 
*‘i  yyhep  Princels  Apne  had  entered  upon 
“  the  regency,  and  he,  after  being  recover* 
ed  from  his  fichnefs,  went  to  her  for  the 
'  **  firft  time  to  cqngratulate  her,  he  itpmedi- 
“  ately  reprefented,  it  was  pity,  that  in 
**  fopte  point?  concerning  thq  fucce(Iion, 
the  affair  was  pot;  plainly  qnpugh  expref* 

**  fed,.  ip  particular  that  there  was  no  men, 

**  tipp  at  all  made  of  the  Princeffes.  $oon 
after  Princefs  Anne  ordered  him  to  con* 

**  fer  with  Andrew  Qfterman  about  this  afr 
**,  ftur  ;  and  at  the  fame  tjmq  he  drew  up  a 
«*  project  to  he  laid  before  die  cabinet  counr 

“  cil, 
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“  cil,  for  the  Prince fs  defcending  from 
“  the  Princefs  Anne  to  have  an  equal,  fliare 
“  in  the  fucceilion  to  the  Ruffian  throne  : 
“  He  alfo  produced  another  project,  of*  the 
“  fame  tenor  with  the  former,  and  fent  both. 
“  thele  writings  to  the  Princefs  Anne.  In 
“  them  he  alledged,  among  other-  things, 
“  that  it  was  not  advifeable  in  this  cafe,  to 
“  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  fucceflor  to 
“  the  throne  of  Ruffia  in  an  open  afTetn- 
“  bly  with  the  regent,  fo  aS  it  was  pre- 
“  fcribed  ;  but  it  would  be  better  that  the 
“  Princefs  A nrte  fbould  declare  herfelf  Em- 
"  prels,  by  which  means ;  according  to  his 
“  opinion,  all  obftacles  and  impediments 
“  would  be  avoided  and  removed,  that 
“  might  arife  On  the  part  of  our  Impe- 
”  rial  Majefty.  This,  Golofkin  owns  to 
n  have  written  with  this  view,  that  if 
“  Prince  John  fliould  have  died,  and 
n  no  other  Prince  extant,  there  might  not 
”  always  be  a  foreign  and  uncertain  regen- 
“  cy,  for  want  or  in  expectation  of  another 
n  pfince,  but  rather  Princefs  Anne  herfeff 
n  ought  to  be  made  Emprefs ;  aind  this  fo 
V  much  the  more,  as  he  had  already  refpeCt- 
“  ed  her  to  a  degree,  as  if  fhe  was  aCtual 
**  Emprefs,  and  as,  at  the  fame  time,  he 
“  had  always  endeavoured  to  exclude  us 
c*  from  the  fucceffion,  contrary  to  the  laws 
“  of  all  the  world.  Moreover,  Golof  Itin. 


“  has  owned  himfelf  guilty,  that  being  in 

“  the 
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“  the  Princefs  Anne’s  greateft  and  clofeft 
“  confidence,  and  very  well  feeing  thac 
**  fuch  vail  fums  of  money  from  the  treafit- 
“  ry  of  the  Empire  were  fquandered  away, 
**  yet  he  never  difluadcd  the  Princefs  from 
«*  it ;  that  confequently  he  had  negledted 
“  his  fworn  duty,  in  not  obviating  any 
«*  ways  fuch  a  needlefs  waftc. 

“  The  high  marlhal  of  court,  Levold,  (in 
**  all  foreign  prints  erroneoufly  called  Le- 
**  wenwold)  had  particular  knowledge  of 
“  the  laft  will  made  by  her  Majefty  Katha- 
**  rine  Alexevna  our  dear  mother,  now  with 
**  God,  purl'uant  to  which  the  fucccflion  of 
“  the  hereditary  throne  of  Ruflia  was  ap- 
“  pointed  and  fettled  upon  us  in  due  time  ; 
“  notwithftanding  which,  upon  the  deceafe 
“  of  her  Majefty  Anna  Joannovna,  he  did 
**  not  make  the  leaft  remonftrance  tor  the 
**  putting  in  execution  the  faidlaft  will.  He 
**  aftifted  at  all  the  deliberations,  both  about 
**  the  appointing  of  the  regent,  and  but 
V  lately,  concerning  the  daughters  of  the 
**  Princefs  Anne,  and  the  alterations  in  the 
**  fucceftion.  Furthermore,  he  was  in  the 
“  mod  intimate  confultations  with  Princefs 
**  Anne  herfelf,  and  particularly  very  fre- 
“  quently  with  Andrew  Ofterman,  to  dcli- 
**  berate  how  it  could  be  beft  brought  about 
4t  to  raife  Princefs  Anne  to  the  Imperial 
••  throne,  and  to  extend  the  fucceftion  to 
“  the  Princefles  alfo.  He  never  endeavour- 

“  ed 
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**  ed  purfuant  to  his  fworn  duty  to  defeat 
“  and  obftruft  thefe  vows  pernicious  to 
“  the  pubiie  tranquillity*  but  rather  encou- 
«*  raged  them;  and  therefore  eonfented  to 
**  all  Oft  er  man’s  projects,  promoted  them, 
“  approved  the  moft  villainous  undertakings* 
tf  and  entered  with  Qfterman  into  the  moft 
“  confident  and  fecret  confultations  about 
“  them.  He  aUb  procured  for  himlelf  and 
“  others,  grants  and  pepfions  amounting  to 
“  vaft  furos,  out  of  the  fait  revenue  which 
“  was  under  his  infpe&ion,  to  the  great 
“  draining  of  that  branch  of  revenue  ;  and 
“  with  great  application  at  laft  procured, 
*•  that  he  fhould  not  be  anfwerable  to  any 
**  body  concerning  that  revenue,  no  nor  ©• 
“  ven  deliver  in  his  accounts  to  the  board 
*  *  of  revifion,  or  to  any  other,  as  he  ought 
“  to  do,  purfuant  to  the  Imperial  ordi- 
**  nances* , 

“  The  late  prefiderit  of  the  board  of 
“  trade*  Mengden,  after  the  deceafe  of  her 
“  Majefty  Anna  Joannovna,  endeavoured 
**  to  the  utmoft  to  have  the  late  Duke  of 
“  Courland  declared  regent  of  Ruftia  ;  and 
“  with  this  view  falfely  infinuated  to  many, 
“  that  if  Biron  did  not  obtain  the  regency, 
“  all  die  foreigners  would  be  cut  off ;  but 
4*  that  Biron  himfelf  could  not  afk  it.  Nay, 
“  even  long  before  he  had  propofed  the 
**  queftion  Whether  it  was  not  advifeablethat 
•*  her  Majefty  herfelf  the  Emprefs  Anne 
K  "  fhould 
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«*  fhould  be  reqilefted  to  do  it  ?  to  which 
«*  end,  after  a  long  confultation  with  the  late 
««  Fiekl-marfhal  Muinich,  he  drew  up  a  pe- 
**  tirion  in  the  name  of  the  whole  Empire. 
**  In  the  mean  time,  he  Mengden  went  to 
«  the  Princefs  Anne  in  the  name  of  the 
**  Duchefs  of  Courland,  to  perfuade  her  to 
««  confent  to  the  faid  regency,  and  to  help 
“  to  promote  it.  He  alfo  knew  of  every 
**  thing  that  pafled,  and  was  to  be  brought 
“  about  in  the  affair  of  altering  the  fuccef- 
«*  (ion,  relating  to  which  he  entered  into 
“  private  interviews  and  deliberations  with 
««  the  reft,  but  particularly  with  Ofterman. 
“  As  for  what  relates  to  his  mifdemeanours 
“  at  the  board  of  trade,  he  has  been  found 
««  guilty  of  the  following  offences  to  the  da- 
“  mage  of  the  public,  and  to  the  prejudice 
**  of  the  Empire.  Upon  his  fuggeftion, 
great  quantities  of  corn  were  exported 
«*  from  Peteriburgh,  Archangel  and  the 
**  conquered  provinces  ;  the  coniequence 
“  of  which  is,  that  corn  is  now  as  dear  again 
“  as  formerly,  to  the  great  diftrefs  of  die  in- 
**  habitants,  and  prejudice  to  the  Empire  in 
“  furnilhing  the  neceflary  provifions  ;  but 
*«  particularly  to  the  peafants  in  Livonia, 

“  who  were  fo  much  blinded  by  the  advan- 
“  ced  price,  that  they  fold  all  their  corn, 

“  and  are  now  reduced  to  fuch  want  and 
«*  diftrefs,  that  there  has  been  a  neceflity  of 
nourifhing  them  chiefly  from  our  own 

“  magazines. 
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“  magazines.  This  exportation  of  com 
“  Mengden  undertook  of  his  own  head, 

**  without  the  knowledge  and  confent  of 
“  the  board,  but  with  the  agreement  and 
“  concurrence  of  Ofterman  and  Golofkin. 

“  In  this  corn-trade,  he  aded  diredly  con- 
“  trary  to  that  ordinance,  by  virtue  of 
**  which  no  perfon  who  fits  and  votes  at  the 
“  board  is  to  meddle  with  any  trade  what- 
**  foever ;  whereas  he  Mengden  engaged 
**  with  Bardewick  the  merchant  in  this  corn- 
“  trade,  and  paid  him  fifteen  thoufand 
“  rubles  towards  it.  As  foon  as  he  was 
“  made  prefident  of  the  board  of  trade,  and 
“  was  to  infped  the  ftate  of  the  works  and 
“  manufadures,  he  took  confiderable  pre- 
“  fents  of  feveral  people,  and  attempted  to 
“  change,  according  to  his  own  pleafure, 

“  contrary  to  the  ordinance  of  his  Majefty 
"  our  dear  father  die  Emperor  Peter  the 
“  Great,  now  retting  with  God,  the  mer- 
*«  cantile  law,  or  law  of  exchange,  formerly 
“  prepared,  and  long  fince  confirmed, 

“  The  adual  councilor  of  ftate  Ivan  Te- 
**  meriazeff,  of  his  own  motion,  and  for  his 
“  private  intereft,  to  the  endangering  of  the 
*(  public  tranquillity  of  the  Empire,  and 
**  with  a  view  of  keeping  us  from  the  Impe- 
“  rial  throne  of  Rullia,  has  deviled  feveral 
**  interpretations  concerning  the  fuccefiion 
“  to  the  Empire  of  Rulfia,  how  daughters 
defcended  from  the  Frincefs  Anne  of 

Brunfwick 
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“  Brunfwick  Luneburgh  might  come  in  for 
**  a  (hare  of  the  fucceffion.  Princefs  Anne 
**  thereupon  having  committed  to  him,  to 
**  draw  up  a  manifefto  on  this  fubjedt.  He 
*'  went  to  Adrejan  Pofniacoff,  fecretary  of 
**  the  college  of  the  Empire,  and  charged 
“  him  with  this  commiflion,  as  coming  from 
**  the  Princefs  herfelf.  The  latter  readily 
“  and  willingly  drew  up  two  manifefto’s  for 
“  this  purpofe  ;  one  concerning  the  daugh- 
**  ters  of  the  Princefs  Anne,  in  cafe  the 
males  defcended  of  the  faid  Princefs 
**  fhould  fail :  And  the  other  to  the  intent, 
?*  that  the  Princefs  Anne  fhould  be  made 
“  Empreft  herfelf ;  both  upon  falfe  grounds 
**  fuggefted  by  Temeriazeff. 

**  It  being  neceflary  exadlly  to  enquire  in- 
?*  to,  and  to  get  at  the  true  circumflances, 
**  and  nature  of  the  grievous  offences  of  the 
“  above-mentioned  perfons,  viz.  Ofterman, 
“  Muinich,  Golofkin,  and  the  reft  of  their 
“  accomplices,  they  were  to  have  been  ex- 
“  amined  upon  certain  points  after  the  ufu- 
**  al  way  of  procefs,  and  tortured  :  But  out 
“  of  our  mere  lenity  and  clemency,  as  the 
**  mother  of  our  country,  we  would  not  by 
“  any  means  fuffer  that  penal  inquifition 
f«  to  be  made  ufe  of  againft  them  ;  but  gave 
?*  orders  to  our  fenate,  to  give  judgment  in 
'*  the  aftembly  of  the  dates  military  and  ci- 
“  vil,  purfuant  to  the  conftitutions  and  laws 
of  our  Empire,  upon  the  circumftanceS 
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plainly  appearing  as  above  faid,  and  their 
**  pwn  depofitions  and  confeflions*  In 

which  high  court  of  juflice  it  was  deter- 
•*  mined  and  Sentence  pronounced,  that 
**  they  all  were  to  be  punched  with  death: 

"  Ofterman  to  be  broken  on  the  wheel ; 

4*  Muinieh  to  be  quartered*  Golofkin,  Le- 
**  void,  Mengden,  Temeriazeff,  to  be  be- 
**  headed,  and  their  feVeral  eftates  real  and 
perfonal  to  be  confifcated.  And  though 
**  the  faid  malefactors,  conlidering  their 
f*  mod  wicked,  grievous,  and  ill  deligned 
“  deeds,  as  alfo  the  reft  of  their  enormous 
“  high  treafons  and  crimes,  tending  to  the 
**  apparent  ruin  of  the  Empire*  and  to  the 
“  endangering  of  the  public  tranquillity,  ac- 
**  tually  deferve  by  all  the  conftitutions  and 
“  laws  of  the  Empire,  the  ientence  of 
**  death  thus  pronounced  againft  them  j  yet 
**  out  of  our  innate  lenity  and  clemency, 

**  as  the  mother  of  our  country,  and  out  of 
“  our  greatnefs  of  mind,  vouchfafed  to  us 
**  by  the  Almighty,  we  have  gracioufly  or*- 
“  dered  the  aforefaid  punishments  to  be  fuf- 
“  pended  as  to  their  lives,  and  to  commute 
M  them  into  prifon  and  exile  into  remote 
“  places,  viz.  Ofterman  to  Berezova,  Mui- 
“  nich  to  Pelim,  Golofkin  to  Germanga, 

**  Mengden  to  Kolymfkoi  Oftrog,  Levold 
**  to  Solikamlkoi,  and  Temeriazeff  to  Sibe* 

“  ria ;  that  their  wives,  if  they  delire  it, 

*'  may  follow  their  hulbands  j  but  that  all 

“  their 
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*  *  their  eftates  real  and  perfonal  be  confiscated 
“  to  our  exchequer.  Now,  to  the  end  that 
“  all  our  faithful  fubje£ts  may  be  acquaint* 
ed  with  this,  and  learn  by  it,  that,  the 
**  juft  God  knows  how  in  due  time  certain- 
“  ly  to  find,  and  to  extirpate  all  thole  who 
“  are  faithlefs  and  forfworn,  and  that,  by 
“  his  wife  providence,  thefe  wicked  thoughts 
**  and  views  they  harbour  in  their  hearts, 
ft  never  fail  to  be  difeovered  to  their  tempo* 
ral  and  eternal  condemnation  :  Nay,  that 
“  confidering  what  is  fet  forth  above,  aH 
“  and  every  one  may  carefully  guard  them- 
felves  againft  fuch  undertakings  as  highly 
4*  difpleafe  the  Almighty,  and  in  every  re- 
“  fpe<ft  demean  themfelves  fo  as  becomes 
**  faithful  fubjedts  and  true  patriots,  purfu- 
**  ant  to  their  fworn  duty;  for  which  they 
“  will  be  blefled  by  the  Lord  our  God,  and 
**  always  be  looked  upon  by  us  with  our 
**  Imperial  favour:  We  have  molt  gracioufly 
**  ordered  this  manifefto  to  be  printed,  and 
“  to  be  publifhed  by  our  lenate  all  over  our 

**  Empire.” - This  was  ligned  by  the  Em- 

prefs’s  own  hand  at  St  Peterfburgh,  January 
22d  0.  S.  1742. 

I  thought  that  it  might  be  agreeable  to 
the  reader  to  infert  verbatim  this  manifefto, 
that  any  may  at  once  lee  the  method  of  pro¬ 
cedure  in  the  courts  of  Ruflia  againft  crimi¬ 
nals.  I  do  not  propofe  to  make  any  re¬ 
marks  about  the  juftice  and  equity  which 
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may  be  expelled  in  thefe  courts,  nor  about 
confellions  which  may  be  extorted  by  the 
puns  and  fliame  of  racks  and  tortures:  Few 
people  who  have  been  guilty  of  any  fuch 
crimes  as  may  by  the  laws  of  the  country, 
infer  the  pains  of  death,  will  deny  to  (ay 
any  thing  their  judges  put  to  them,  when 
they  are  certain  if  they  do  not,  whether 
right  or  wrong,  that  torture  will  be  ufed  ; 
the  extreme  pains  of  which  (carcely  any  can 
fuffer.  There  b  clear  enough  evidence  that 
thefe  gentlemen  never  intended  to  fet  the 
Emprefs  Elifabeth  on  her  father’s  throne, 
how  far  they  were  right  or  wrong  let  better 
judges  relate,  I  pretend  to  no  knowledge  of 
thefe  things  ;  only  I  think  they  were  pro- 
ceeded  againft  with  rigour  ;  confidering  the 
fcverity  of  the  late  Emprefs  Anne’s  govern¬ 
ment,  whole  conduit  was  well  known  to  be 
altogether  directed  by  Biron  Duke  of  Cour- 
land.  A  word  of  advice  contraiy  to  hb 
plan  and  fchemes,  would  have  been  infiantly 
puoifhed  with  cruel  death,  or  lols  of  ho¬ 
nour,  eftate  or  liberty  ! 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P,  VII, 

Concerning  public  Affairs  lubicb  -were  tranfafied 
in  Rujpa,  and  on  the  Borders  of  Afirachan 
during  the  year  1742. 

I  Gave  an  account  of  the  Princefs  of  the 
Kalmucks  having  defeated  Donduk  Da¬ 
foes,  but  what  then  was  his  fate,  I  could  not 
tell.  It  leems,  that  in  the  heat  of  battle  he 
got  fafely  ont  of  danger,  but  molt  of  his  men 
were  cut  to  pieces.  The  Princefe  of  the  Kal¬ 
mucks  eroded  the  Volga,  encamped  in  the 
defart  on  the  well  fide,  and,  fearing  the 
Rulftans  would  make  ufe  of  their  regular 
forces  to  reduce  hey  to  obedience,  retired 
fooner  laft  year  to  the  borders  of  Clrcaifia, 
that  (be  might  either  influence  her  ref¬ 
lations  to  ufe  their  intereft  with  the  court  of 
Rufita  in  her  favours,  or  if  that  £ould  not  be 
done  to  her  liking,  it  was  faid  that  foe,  with 
her  faithful  followers,  were  determined  to  put 
themfelves  under  the  protection  either  of  the 
Turk,  which  her  hufband  had  formerly  done, 
or  fly  to  Kouli  Khan. 

Whatever  the  public  papers  then  reported, 
I  can  allure  the  reader,  that  we  were  very 
much  afraid  of  that  Perfian  tyrant  at  my  ar¬ 
rival  in  the  city  of  Afirachan,  and  confe- 
quently  it  would  have  been  exceeding  ill  po¬ 
licy 
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Hey  to  hare  irritated  a  Princefi  of  fach  pow- 
er  and  prowefs  as  (he  pofTeffed.  The  great 
power  of  the  Kalmucks  adhered  firmly  to  her 
intereft,  and  the  connexions  fhe  had  in  Ca-» 
burdee  or  Circaffia,  were  thought  to  be  very 
weighty.  1c  was  probably  for  thefe  or  the 
Hke  reafons  that  the  court  of  Rufiia  thought 
proper  at  fuch  a  time  to  fend  Tatifhoff  go* 
rernor ;  a  man  who  did  not  want  great  a- 
bilities  to  manage  affairs  with  fuch  wild/ 
fluctuating,  and  unfteady  people  as  the  Kal* 
mucks,  Perfians,  and  Orcadians  then  were ; 
becaufe  he  had  had  very  long  experience  a* 
tnongft  fuch  people  when  governor  in  Oran- 
burgh,  and  Hkewife  in  Siberia  :  Add  to  this, 
that  he  was  neither  tied  down  by  the  laws  of 
honour,  honefty,  religion,  nor  any  thing  elle 
invented  for  keeping  mankind  in  good  or* 
der:  No,  Tatifhoff  laughed  at  all  laws  hu¬ 
man  and  divine,  providing  he  could  only 
keep  himfelf  in  fafety.  He  did  not,  on 
many  occafions,  hefitate  to  fay  as  much, 
and  did  not  fpare  the  great  eft  Lords  at 
court,  who  were  truly  afraid  of  him,  know* 
ing  him  to  be  a  man  of  no  principle/  who 
would  flick  at  nothing  which  could  be  of  ufe 
to  himfelf.  Early  in  the  fpring,  Mr  Tatifhoff 
lent  great  prefents  to  the  Princefs  of  the  Kal¬ 
mucks,  and  wrote  her  that  the  Emprefs  had 
Hot  only  infured  her  and  her  children  after  her 
death,  to  rule  over  the  Kalmucks,  but  had,  to 
fhow  what  truft  her  Imperial  Majefty  put  in 
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her,  appointed  her  general  Governefs  over 
the  whole  kingdom  of  Aftrachan,  and  had 
ordained  him  Tatifhoff  to  receive,  with  the 
molt  profound  fubmilfion,  and  obey  all  orders 
which  herHighnefs  might  think  proper  to  ho¬ 
nour  him  with,  providing  only  that  they  did 
not  cla'h  with  the  Chrillian  religion,  (which 
by  the  by  Tatifhoff  cared  as  little  for  as  the 
Kalmuck  Princefs)  and  the  fundamental  laws 
of  the  Empire.  He  lent  feveral. honourable 
officers  to  allure  her,  that  all  what  he  had 
w  rote  was  true,  and  that  the  great  palace  in 
the  citadel  was  in  order  for  her  td  live  in,  or 
Peter  the  Great’s  palace  in  the  country.  The 
rich  prefents,  the  honourable  deputation  of 
officers  lent  to  her,  and  the  many  letters, 
molt  of  which  he  Tatilhoff  forged,  as  if  from 
the  Emprefs,  had  at  laft  the  delired  effedl. 
The  deluded  Princefs  even  made  halte  to  fell 
into  the  trap  laid  for  her,  by  thinking  that  e- 
very  thing  faid  or  wrote  would  be  adhered 
to,  with  as  much  candor  and  honour  as  when 
Prince  Golitzin  governed  that  kingdom.  She 
marched  day  and  night  till  Ihe  arrived  on 
the  well  bank  of  the  Volga,  over  againll  the 
city.  Mr  Tatilhoff  loll  no  time  in  waiting 
upon  her,  and  of  throwing  himfelf  at  her 
feet,  alluring  her  that  nothing  could  be  more 
agreeable  to  him  than  to  obey  implicitly  her 
high  orders,  begging  to  know,  at  feme  time, 
when  her  Highnels  would  condelcend  to  vi- 
lit  the  metropolis,  and  there,  in  the  prefence 
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of  all  the  principal  officers,  receive  the  infig- 
nia  of  her  high  office.  She  either  could  not, 
or  thought  it  needlefs  to  hide  the  plealiire  it 
gave  her  to  have  luch  marks  of  the  Emprcfs’s 
high  efteem,  as  (lie  thought  conferred  upon 
her  ;  but  told  the  Governor,  that  (he  would 
firft  confult  with  her  elders  or  leading  men, 
and  lend  him  an  order  to  acquaint  him  with 
her  pleafure,  at  a  convenient  time.  This  farce 
continued  fix  or  feven  weeks  before  it  was 
brought  to  an  iffiie  ;  in  which  time  I  was  not 
only  acquainted  with  the  Governor,  but  was 
employed  in  his  family,  and  for  himfelf;  for 
which,  befides  elegant  prefents,  he  granted 
me  one  hundred  rubles  per  annum ,  only  for 
my  advice.  At  table  I  very  frequently  heard 
the  Governor  fend  mefl ages,  which  I  thought 
to  be  with  the  greateft  fincerity ;  and  though 
I  could  not  help  wondering  that  the  court  of 
St  Peterfburgh  intended  to  make  fp  many 
thoufand  Chriftians  fubjeft  to  the  orders  of 
a  heathen,  yet  fometimes  did  not  fcruple  to 
hint  as  much  to  the  Governor  in  private, 
though  I  never  thought  that  this  was  any 
thing  more  than  political  chicane.  At  laft, 
however,  the  Princefs  declared  her  intention 
of  eroding  the  Volga,  and  receiving  the  in- 
veftiture  of  the  government.  Great  prepa¬ 
rations  were  made  ;  four  thoufand  men  li¬ 
ned  the  ftrccts,  forming  a  lane  from  the  wa¬ 
ter-gate  to  the  Governor’s  palace  ;  the  can¬ 
non  were  fired,  bells  rung,  drums  beat,  and 
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the  mufick  played  interchangeably:  She  wait¬ 
ed  from  the  river  to  the  palace  ;  for  (he  nei¬ 
ther  would  go  ioto  the  Governor’s  coach,  nor 
mount  on  horfeback.  She  had  a  fine  pre¬ 
fence,  and  was  truly  a  flately,  comely,  beau¬ 
tiful  woman.  Her  eyes  were  large,  black, 
and  had  a  luflre  which  very  few  can  equal  ; 
and  fhe  expreffed  much  iweetncfs  in  her 
countenance.  In  a  word,  though  fhe  had 
feen  forty  years,  fhe  was  one  pf  the  prettieft 
women  I  ever  beheld.  When  fhe  went  into 
the  great  hall,  followed  by  about  forty  of  her 
own  principal  fubjeifts,  fhe  was  feated  at  the 
head  of  the  table,  with  twenty  Kalmucks  on 
each  fide  :  The  Governor  fat  at  the  foot  of 
the  table,  and  more  than  a  hundred  officers 
jn  the  garrifon  flood  the  whole  time  of  din¬ 
ner. 

After  dinner,  the  Governor  rofe  from  the 
table,  paid  his  refpe&s  to  the  Princefs,  and 
fignified  a  defire  to  fpeak  with  her  in  the 
gallery  looking  to  the  Volga.  Major  Cher- 
kafloff,  of  whom  mention  will  be  frequently 
made  in  the  courfe  of  my  journey,  told  me 
what  parted  there,  for  he  interpreted  betwixt 
her  and  the  Governor.  When  they  entered 
into  the  gallery,  which  had  three  doors,  one 
at  each  end,  and  one  from  the  great  hall,  en¬ 
tering  into  the  middle,  thefe  doors  were  all 
immediately  fhut,  and  each  fecured  by  two 
grenadiers  with  ferewed  bayonets.  The  Go¬ 
vernor  then  made  no  fecret  to  let  her  know, 
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that  (he  was  his  prifoncr,  and  begged  that  (he 
would  not  be  alarmed  nor  terrified,  becaufe  , 
he  affured  her  that  no  harm  would  happen 
either  to  her  or  her  children ;  but  that  the 
Empire  had  pledged  its  honour  that  Donduk 
Dafhee  (hould  be  created  Prince  of  the  Kal¬ 
mucks  after  the  deceafe  of  her  hufband  ;  that 
now  it  was  to  be  put  in  execution.  He  ob- 
ferved  to  her,  that  if  the  Kalmucks  who  were 
in  the  great  hall  offered  to  refcue  her,  they 
would  inftantly  be  put  to  death.  He  faid  a 
great  deal  more  :  At  laft,  when  the  Princefs 
had  dried  up  her  tears,  and  firfl  put  him  in 
mind  of  his  many  falfe  promifes,  alledging, 
that  the  Emprefs  never  could  be  guilty  of 
fuch  bafenefs  ;  then  fhe  upbraided  him,  and 
allured  him  that  though  he  might  detain  her, 
he  never  would  get  her  children  ;  for,  faid 
fhe,  I  have  left  directions  with  the  elders  on 
the  other  fide  not  to  deliver  them  up,  even 
if  fhe  (hould  be  forced  to  fend  orders  for  that 
purpofe  ;  fhe  then  reprefented  that  the  Kal¬ 
mucks  would  defert  the  Ruffian  protection  to 
a  man  ;  but  added,  that  if  he  would  permit 
her  to  return,  (he  would  rather  try  what  (he 
could  do  to  get  the  leading  Kalmucks  to  fiib- 
mit  to  the  Emprefs’s  pleafure.  She  ufed 
many  more  arguments,  but  the  moil  power¬ 
ful  were  her  tears,  which  flowed  plentifully, 
and  had  that  effedt  to  make  the  old  Gover¬ 
nor  join  in  chorus.  The  old  man,  weeping 
like  a  child,  agreed  that  fhe  (hould  be  allow¬ 
ed 
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ed  to  return,  if  (he  would  fubmit  to  be  guard¬ 
ed  by  five  hundred  foldiers  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  his  Ion.  This  being  agreed  to,  and 
tears  dried  on  both  fidcs,  they  again  return¬ 
ed  to  the  Kalmucks,  who  were  acquainted 
with  all  that  had  palled,  but  in  the  gendelt 
manner ;  the  Princefs,  hoping  for  better 
times,  confirmed  the  whole,  and  defired  her 
Kalmucks  to  take  all  in  good  part,  alluring 
them  that  all  would  be  well  again. 

The  Princefs  repafied  the  river,  efcorted 
by  five  hundred  regular  troops,  and  a  few  ir¬ 
regular.  I  had  heard  nothing  of  them  for 
feveral  weeks,  though  we  could  lee  their 
camp  daily  from  the  walls  of  die  city.  At 
laft,  Major  TatilliofF,  the  Governor’s  only 
lbn,  font  a  report  to  his  father,  acquainring 
him  that  the  young  children  had  made  their 
efcape,  but  whither  he  could  not  tell ;  but 
tliat  the  Princefs  Hill  was  under  cuftody,  ha¬ 
ving  foized  her,  juft  as  Ihe  was  going  to  take 
her  horfo  at  midnight. 

This  was  a  terrible  blow  to  the  old  Gover¬ 
nor,  who  by  his  chicanry  had  them  once  in 
his  pofleflion,  fo  limply  to  let  them  go  ;  nor 
could  be  tell  how  to  come  by  them,  nor  what 
excufo  to  make  to  the  court,  winch  had  ex- 
prelled  great  fatisfa<flion  at  his  conduct  in  ha¬ 
ving  got  pollelfion  of  them. 

The  regiment  of  dragoons,  all  the  Collack 
and  Tartarian  horfo,  were  tranfported  over 
the  Volga.  They  fooured  the  defart  every 
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where  for  fix  days,  to  no  purpofe,  after  ha¬ 
ving  rendered  both  men  and  horfes  almoft 
ufelefs  with  the  great  fatigue.  The  Princefs 
would  tell  nothing,  but  fmiled  at  their  di- 
ftrels.  The  Governor’s  eloquence  was  for 
once  caft  away:  He  knew  not  what  to  do; 
his  fieep  left  him;  and  his  appetite  failed.  He 
durft  not  offer  to  ufe  her  cruelly;  and  indeed, 
if  he  had,  the  confequence  might  have  pro¬ 
ved  fatal  to  her,  which  at  that  time  (he  feem- 
ed  very  indifferent  about.  At  laft  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  leave  the  city,  and  encamp  with 
her.  He  fent  orders  for  two  regiments  of 
dragoons  and  four  thoufand  CofTacks  to 
march  diredtly  where  lie  was  ;  but  whilfl  he 
lay  oppofite  the  city,  a  boat  was  intercepted 
bringing  letters  to  the  Princefs,  acquainting 
her  that  her  children  were  in  good  health  on 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  guarded  by  a 
refpeftable  body  of.Kalmucks,  who  determi¬ 
ned  to  lofe  every  drop  of  their  blood  in  their 
defence ;  but  that  they  were  farther  up  the 
river,  at  the  difiance  of  three  hundred  verfts 
at  lead.  Bad  as  thefe  news  were,  the  Go¬ 
vernor  was  glad  at  this  intelligence;  and,  to 
prevent,  as  much  as  poflible,  a  junction  be¬ 
tween  the  Kalmucks  on  the  eafi  and  weft 
fides  of  the  river,  and  alfo  to  prevent  the 
children’s  getting  to  the  weft  fide,  and  then 
probably  to  Circaffia,  Tatifhoff  caufed  feize 
all  their  boats  and  ftave  them.  After  this  he 
marched  with  his  prifoner  the  Princefs  up  the 
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weft  fide  of  the  Volga*  and  permitted  her  to 
lend  and  receive  meffages  as  often  as  Iheplea^ 
fed,  in  company  with  i'ome  of  his  men  ;  by 
which  means  he  was  well  allured  that  a  very 
great  number  of  the  moll;  refolute  Kalmucks 
had  formed  a  ftrong  camp,  nor  were  to  be 
forced  by  any  regular  troops  }  wherefore  no¬ 
thing  remained  but  to  try  What  policy,  of 
which  the  Governor  was  a  great  mailer, 
would  do.  He  permitted,  as  I  faid,  any 
number  of  the  Kalmucks  to  go  from  their 
Princefs  with  meflages  to  the  Kalmuck  army* 
Neither  did  he  hinder  any  fmall  number  from 
their  army,  to  pay  their  refpe£ts  to  the  Prin¬ 
cefs  ;  only  lie  obliged  them  to  permit  one  or 
two  of  hia  interpreters  to  be  prefent,  that 
they  might  give  him  an  account  of  whatever 
palled. 

This  affair  exercifed  the  Governor’s  abilij 
tics  through  the  iummer.  In  the  month  of 
September,  about  midnight,  as  I  was  going 
home,  a  meflage  from  the  Vice-governor 
Prince  Bazzetinike  required  my  immediate 
attendance  upon  a  mod  prefling  affair.  I 
imagined  that  his  Lady  had  been  taken  fick, 
therefore  drove  directly  to  his  houfe.  The 
Prince  had  a  lecretary  with  him,  and  order¬ 
ed  him  to  read  an  order  from  the  Governor, 
acquainting  him,  that  he  had  been  for  fome 
time  taken  ill  of  fome  difeale ;  that  he  had 
taken  the  advice  of  all  the  regimental  furge- 
ons  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  hitherto  could 
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ebferve  nb  change  for  the  better  ;  that  thefe 
furgeons  apprehended  danger,  therefore  com¬ 
manded  the  Vice-governor  to  fend  rUetohis 
afliftance  ;  and,  as  he  apprehended  that  the 
Commander  of  the  fleet  would  make  fome 
hinderance,  he  ordered  die  Vice-governor  to 
fend  me  away  without  permitting  me  to  ac¬ 
quaint  the  faid  Commander.  Though  1  bad 
not  the  fmalleft  objection  td  do  aU  in  my 
power  for  the  Governor’s  recovery,  yet  I  told 
the  Prince*  that  the  regulations  Would  find 
me  blameable  to  leave  tbe  city  Without  ac¬ 
quainting  my  principal  Commander;  therefore 
I  defired  time  to  confidtfr  bf  it,  ahd  of  proper 
meafures  to  make  Mrs  Cook  ea(y,  who  was 
within  fourteen  days  of  being  delivered  of 
her  firll  child*  To  this  he  made  artfwer,  that 
he  would  take  care  to  acquaint  the  port  pro¬ 
perly  j  that  much  at  that  time  depended  up¬ 
on  the  fafety  of  the  Governor,  and  confe- 
quently,  in  luch  cafes,  no  regulation  was  e- 
ver  confidered  ;  that  they  would  not  fail  in 
the  morning  early  to  fend  a  memorial  to  the 
port  to  acquaint  them,  that  they  had  taken 
me  by  force,  which  would  free  me  from  any 
blame  whatever*  He  faid1,  that  whilft  I  was 
getting  a  few  medicines  from  the  field-apo¬ 
thecary,  I  might  write  to  Mrs  Cook,  and  that 
he  and  the  Princefs  would  take  all  the  care 
of  her  polftble.  I  followed  this  advice*  and,- 
having  every  thing  in  readinefs,  palled  the 
Volga  in  a  boat,  mounted  on  horfe-badk,  and 
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Arrived  at  the  Governor’s  camp,  diftatit  from 
Aftrachan  three  hundred  and  twelve  verfts, 
on  the  third  day  in  the  forenoon.  Though 
horfes  were  ready  at  the  diftance  of  eight  or 
ten  verfts,  yet  it  was  thought  to  be  very  ex- 
pe  d  itioufly  perfor  med  by  one  not  accuftomed 
to  fuch  violent  cxercifes. 

Two  accidents  happened  in  the  courfe  of 
this  journey,  which  I  fbajl  take  notice  of : 
Having  rode  about  flxteen  hours  in  full  gal¬ 
lop  upon  Tartarian  horfefc,  I  arrived  at  the 
laft  Tartarian  ftage,  where  the  horfes  w ere 
not  ready  ;  the  weather  was  very  warm,  and 
I  was  no  doubt  tired.  Iftretched  myfelfon  the 
ground,  andinftantly  fell  afleep;  but  in  half 
an  hour  was  acquainted  that  the  horfes  were 
ready.  I  imagined  that  I  could  proceed  no 
farther,  fcarcely  a  part  of  my  body  bring  free 
from  ftitches.  A  ferjeant  who  was  fent  with 
me,  begged  that  I  would  mount  a  very  eafy 
going  horie,  and  move  on  eight  miles  far-- 
ther,  to  a  poft  where  a  lieutenant  of  dra¬ 
goons  commanded,  who  would  have  it  in 
his  power  to  give  me  more  afliftance  than  I 
had  reafon  to  ex  peri:  there.  I  followed  the  fer- 
j cant’s  advice,  and,  fupported  on  one  fide  by 
the  ferjeant,  on  the  other  by  the  Tartar,  £ 
was  in  very  great  diftrefs  thus  carried  for¬ 
wards.  The  lieutenant  afforded  me  all  the 
afliftance  in  his  power ;  and*  as  I  allured 
him  I  -could  proceed  no  farther  on  horfe-back 
in  fuch  diftrefs,  he  fent  me  in  his  boat,  with 

a  few 


Digitized  by  Google 


-  .  F 

TRAVELS*  .  91 

a  "few  dragoons,  with  orders  to  prefs  boats 
conftantly,  till  I  was  carried  to  the  Governor’s 
camp.  A  little  before  fun-let,  I  was  brought 
to  the  hrft  filhery,  and  the  people  were  boil¬ 
ing  fhirgeon  for  their  flipper,  which  they  do 
in  water  with  a  little  vinegar,  fait  and  pep¬ 
per;  I  begged  fome  of  the  broth,  and  drunk 
a  large  quantity  as  warm  as  I  could.  I  laid 
myfelf  down  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  and 
feH  aflcep.  About  three  or  four  o’clock  next 
morning,  lifting  up  my  eyes,  I  law,  at  a 
great  diflance  upon  the  top  of  a  hill,  a  camp, 
and  upon  enquiry  was  told,  that  a  captain  of 
dragoons  commanded  there.  I  affured  the 
people,  who  Were  rowing  very  hard,  that  I 
was  quite  free  of  the  flitches,  and  leaft  I 
might  be  fufpe&ed  to  make  unneceflary  de¬ 
lay,  I  would  take  borfes  at  that  place.  They 
told  me  that  I  no  fooner  had  drunk  the 
broth,  than  I  fell  into  a  deep  lleep,  and  was 
inflantly  covered  all  over  with  a  plentiful  di- 
aphorefij  ;  they  were  afraid  that  I  might  have 
catched  cold,  therefore  the  ferjeant  covered 
me  with  his  mantle,  and  the  fifhermen  alfb 
put  fome  of  their  fpare  cloaths  under  and  o> 
ver  me.  They  faid  that  they  had  removed 
me  out  of  one  boat  into  another  four  diffe¬ 
rent  times,  of  all  which  I  was  quite  infenfi- 
blej  till  at  laft,  after  a  long  fleep,  I,  without 
any  external  caufe,  waked  quite  free  of  pain  . 
I  no  fooner  arrived  at  this  camp,  than  we 
mounted  upon  dragoon  horfes,  and  let  for¬ 
ward 
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ward  as  faft  as  the  horfes  could  gallop.  Aff 
ter  two  changes  we  arrived  at  the  head  quar-r 
ters  of  the  regiment,  commanded  by  a  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel,  a  German.  He  no  doubt  was 
uneafy  to  fee  his  fat  horfes  fweating  excef- 
fively,  being  taken  from  the  grals,  but  very 
imprudently  darted  his  anger  againft  me, 
who  only  laughed  at  him,  faying,  that  if  I  o- 
beyed  orders  from  his  and  my  fuperiors,  I 
was  little  concerned  about  the  fate  of  the 
horfes  ;  being  convinced  that  the  mod  mer- 
1  cifiil  Emprefs  regarded  the  well-being  of  one 
of  her  foldiers  more  than  all  the  horfes  in  the 
regiment,  and  confequently  much  more  the 
Governor,  upon  whofe  fafety,  for  any  thing 
I  knew  to  the  contrary,  probably  at  this  time 
the  wellfare  of  the  kingdom  of  Aftrachan, 
might  depend  ;  and  that  I  would  fet  out  as 
I  came  in.  He  was  affronted  at  fuch  an  an- 
fwer  given,  with  no  fmall  indifference,  be¬ 
fore  many  of  his  officers  and  men,  and  there¬ 
fore  ordered  a  particular  horfe  for  me,  fay¬ 
ing  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  would  exercife 
my  talents  in  riding.  The  horfe,  I  believe, 
never  had  been  croffed  by  any  man  before 
this  :  Two  dragoons  brought  him  forward 
with  difficulty,  and,  when  I  attempted  to 
touch  him,  he  (truck  and  rofe  fo  furioufly, 
that  to  mount  him  was  altogether  impoffible. 
I  therefore  told  the  colonel,  that  if  any  thing 
fatal  happened  to  me  by  the  madnefs  of  this 
horfe,  he  might  repent  his  folly  when  too 
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late  ;  that  I  was  no  breaker  of  dragoon- 
horfes,  though  probably  could  ride  as  well  as 
he.  Having  faid  this  to  him,  I  defired  a 
flout  dragoon,  as  I  was  not  extremely  pon¬ 
derous,  to  lift  me  up  and  fet  me  in  the  fad- 
dle,  which  was  no  fooner  done,  than  I  defi¬ 
red  the  dragoons  who  held  him  to  let  go;  I 
then,  with  whip  and  fpur,  directed  him  with 
very  great  difficulty  flraight  into  the  defart. 
He  attempted  to. run  down  the  hills  amongft 
the  other  horfes ;  but,  finding  he  could  not 
do  that,  and  the  whip  and  fpurs,  which  I  ex- 
ercifed  brilkly,  prevented  his  riling  or  long 
paufing;  he  run  forwards  with  great  rapidi¬ 
ty,  bouncing  over  every  thing  in  his  way. 
However,  he  began  to  tire,  then  I  ventured 
to  turn  him  northward,  when,  far  diflant 
from  the  banks  of  the  Volga,  and  rode  on 
frill,  by  guefs,  taking  my  direction  only,  by 
the  fun,  at  a  great  rate,  and  at  laft  luckily  ar¬ 
rived  fafely,  as  he  grew  peaceable,  to  a  flatioii 
where  a  lieutenant  commanded.  I  informed 
the  lieutenant  of  his  colonel’s  inhofpitality  j 
and,  as  I  had  good  reafon  to  be  much  difia- 
tisfied,  I  faid,  that  as  foon  as  I  fhould  arrive 
at  the  camp,  I  fhould  make  a  regular  com¬ 
plaint  of  him  to  the  Governor;  but  the  lieu¬ 
tenant,  who  was  a  very  fenfible  good  man, 
difarmed  me  at  once,  and  made  me  take  a 
quite  different  refolution.  He  faid,  that  the 
colonel,  though  a  very  good  foldier,  was  a 
very  ft  range  kind  of  man,  of  no  great  edu¬ 
cation, 
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cation,  extremely  haughty,  proud,  over-bear¬ 
ing*  and  had  very  little  humanity  in  his  com¬ 
petition;  He  faid,that  tie  would  undoubtedly* 
have  been,  long  ere  that  time,  brought  to  a 
court-ritartial  by  his  own  officers,  if  they  had 
not  been  prevented  by  the  efteem  they  had 
for  his  wife,  and  pity  for  his  young  children: 

1  fay  this  information  made  me  change  my 
refolution,  as  foon  as  1  reflected  on  the  un¬ 
defer  ved  fufferings  which  thefe  innocents 
might  have  been  brought  to  by  their  father’s 
imprudence.  I  allured  the  officer,  that  1 
would  not  mention  any  thing  of  this  affair 
to  the  Governor,  who,  he  well  knew,  had  no 
manner  of  companion,  nor  bowels  of  mercy, 
and  who  probably  would  not  have  failed, 
not  only  to  have  got  him  reduced,  but  have 
'  feized  all  that  he  might  have  been  worth  in 
the  World.  I  begged  of  the  lieutenant,  that; 
he  would  warn  the  ferjeant,  who  belonged  to 
then*  regiment,  not  to  fpeak  of  it  in  the  camp. 

I  was  told,  that  I  was  as  yet  dill  ant  between 
twenty  and  thirty  verfts  from  the  General, 
and  that  about  mid-way  I  would  get  a  freflr 
tiorfe.  The  ferjeant  not  having  arrived,  I 
immediately  took  horfe,  and,  in  company 
with  a  dragoon  who  was  appointed  to  return 
with  die  horfes,  fet  out,  and  arrived  in  the 
camp  at  leaft  two  hours  before  the  ferjeant. 
At  my  arival,  I  was  informed  that  the  Go¬ 
vernor  had  fallen  upon  a  fleep,  but  told  that 
-it  would  continue  no  time  :  His  fon  the  Ma¬ 
jor 
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jor  advifed  me  to  take  a  little  reft,  to  which 
I  had  no  objection.  When  the  Governor 
Cent  for  me,  I  did  not  think  that  1  had  fleep- 
ed  half  an  hour,  though  aU  the  officers  (aid 
that  I  had  fteeped  two,  which  the  Governor 
confirmed.  I  found  the  old  gentleman  in  a 
very  dift retied  condition  ;  however,  in  ten 
days,  1  got  him  quite  recovered,  and  free  of 
all  danger. 

About  the  laft  days  of  my  abode' in  the 
camp  the  governor  defired  that  I  would  pay 
a  vifit  to  the  Princefe  Of  the  Kalmucks,  who,' 
he  faid,  had  been  long  ago  complaining, 
and  defired  that  I  fhoald  be  fent  to  her  ;  hd 
alfo  sold  that  all  the  furgeons,  who  had,  be¬ 
fore  I  arrived,  adminiftercd  medicines  for 
him,  wetd  lent  to  vifit  that  PrinCeft  :•  But 
that  their  medicines  had  contributed  nothing 
to  her  recovery.  In  company  with  the  ma¬ 
jor,  the  governor’s  only  fon,  I  went  to  a 
very  large  tent,  in  form  of  a  bee-hive,  co 
vered  with  felt,  and  lined  with  Perfian  ifilk. 
When  I  entered  into  the  tent,  the  Princefe 
was  lying  on  a  bedof  down  covered*  wkh  filk; 
her  face  was  from  us.  Many  Kalmuck*  well 
drefied  were  (landing  with  great  decorum :  I 
alked  who  they  were,  and  was  anfwered  that 
the  grcateft  part  were  priefts ;  but  that  there 
were  alfo  feme  of  their  chiefs.  'Whilft  we 
were  whifpering  very  lilently,  the  Princefe 
turned  her  face  to  us.  The  major  immedi¬ 
ately,  in  the  moft  refpeftfol  manner,  in-* 
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formed  hef  that  I  was  die  perfoft  who 
had  recovered  his  father*  who  had  fent  me 
to  her  Highnefs.  She  took  no  manlier  of 
notice  of  the  major;  but  her  countenance 
feemed  as  if  (he  was  difpltafed  with-,  him  ; 
however,  (be  made  a  iign  for  me  tq ;  coqae  to 
her,  and  an  interpreter  told  me  fo.  :  I  went 
forward,  and  by  an  interpreter  afked  fome 
queftions,  but  (he  defired  that  I .  flioukl  (it 
down  on  the  bed-fide ;  for  there  was  no 
chair  in  the  tent :  I  did  not  readily  obey* 
but  (he  infilled  upon  it,  to  which  at  laft  I 
confented.  She  ftretched  out  a  well  formed, 
fair  ,(kinned  arm,  I  felt  her  pul(e  a  long 
while,  and !  afked  her  many  queftions  ;  but 
(be  gave  me  fuch  anfwers  as  plainly  difco- 
vered  that  aU  her  complaints  proceeded 
purely  fmm  confinement*  and.  a  diftrefied 
mind.  She  asked  me  If  I  knew  of  any  me¬ 
dicine  that  could  cure  her?  I  anfwered  that 
I  imagined  I  did,  but  that  it  was  not  in 
my  power,  otherways  (he  (hould  foofi  be 
in  poftefiion  of  it.  She  earneftly  asked 
me  what  it  was  ?  I  replied  that  I  believed  a 
free  forene  air  was  the  only  remedy  that  l 
thought  could  remove  the  caufe  of  her 
complaints.  She  looked  ftedfaftly  at  me, 
for  a  little  time,  with  the  beantifulleft  blade 
eyes  that  ever  woman  was  miftrefs  of,  and 
fuddenly  turned  about.  I  fufpe&ed  that 
(he  was  weeping  :  after  (he  had  compofod 
herfelf  a  iitde,  (he  again  turned  and  asked 
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if  I  would  take  a  difli  of  tea  r  I  returned 
her  my  refpe&ful  thanks,  and  faid  that  I 
would  be  well  (atlsfied  with  any  thing  (he 
would  be  pleaied  to  order  s  Accordingly  a 
cup  of  tea  was  brought,  but  fuch  as  I  ne¬ 
ver  had  tailed  before  this  time.  The  tea,  I 
dare  lay,  was  good,  but  the  Kalmucks  put 
fak  and  butter  into  it ;  neverthelels  I  drank 
it,  though  extremely  difagreeable,  and  food 
thereafter  took  my  leave:  At  which  time, 
ihe  deiired  me  to  come  and  vifit  her  fre¬ 
quently,  fo  long  as  1  fhould  (lay  in  the 
camp  ;  But  I  told  her  that  my  moil  prefling 
buflneis  required  my  leaving  the  camp  as 
foot!  as  was  poflible  ;  elie  nothing  could 
have  been  more  agreeable  to  me  than  to  o- 
bey  her  commands.  And  thus  we  parted. 
I  made  what  hade  L  could  in  order  to  de¬ 
cant  the  difagreeable  tea  I  had  taken. 
Whilil  the  Major  was  like  to  have  died  with 
laughing  at  me,  he  afterwards  laid  that  ihe 
had  treated  him  in  the  lame  manner  ;  but 
now  that  (he  neither  would  deflre  him  to  eat 
or  drink  any  thing:  The  Major  never  would 
confeft,  but  I  fufpeft  that  he  had  affronted 
her  groftly. 

When  I  came  to  the  governor  I  acquaint¬ 
ed  him  with  all  that  had  pafled,  every  word 
of  which  his  ion  heard :  Upon  which  the 
goverhbr  ordered  the  guards  about  this  un¬ 
fortunate  Princeft  to  be  ftrengthned  with 
additional  numbers,  fent  his  compliments  to 
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her,  telling  her  at  the  fame  timet  that  her 
Highnefs  (hould  command  at  all  times  his 
coach  for  an  airing  as  often  as  (he  pleafed, 
providing  a  confiderahle  body  of  dragoons 
elcorted  her:  But  (he  would  not  accept  of 
this  offer. 

I  furely  never  could  pity  any-  perfon 
more  than  this  unfortunate  Princeis,  and  bad 
any  way  been  in  my  power,  (he  (hould  not 
have  been  long  a  priibner,  but  all  I  could  do 
was  to  fympaihize  with  her.  If  I  had  (laid 
much  longer  in  the  camp,  I  was  refolved 
never  to  go  to  her  again,  for  fear  I  had  been 
fulpefted  of  advifing  her,  which,  by  the  bye, 
(he  did  not  (land  in  need  of ;  for  (he  was  fo 
extremely  clever,  that  the  governor  was  e- 
very  night  afraid  that  (he  would  have  made 
her  efcape  fome  way  or  other,  notwithdand* 
ing  all  trhe  guards  he  kept  about  her  ;  which 
if  (he  had  done,  could  not  have  failed  to 
bring  him  to  great  diftrefs  and  danger.  It 
is  generally  obferved  that  honed  people, 
purely  from  principle,  who  have  been  rnoft 
ferviceable  to  didrefled  date  prifoners  have 
either  differed  with  them,  or  ever  after 
have  been  looked  upon  with  a  jealous  eye. 

The  Governor  being  now  redored  to  his 
health,  and  it  being  near  fourteen  days  lince 
I  left  Adrachan,  the  time  being  near  that  I 
expelled  my  wife  was  to  be  delivered  of  her 
fird  child  j  for  thefe  reafons  I  entreated  that 
the  Governor  would  let  me  return :  After 
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one  day's  Pollicitation  at  laft  he  was  prevail* 
ed  upon  to  let  me  go,  and  not  only  fo,  but 
obliged  his  Ton  to  lend  me  by  poll  in  his 
coach  attended  by  his  fervants  :  For  I  had 
none  with  me  ;  and  he  made  me  a  very 
Handlbme  prelent  of  ducats  for  the  care  I 
had  taken  of  him.  Thus  equipped,  I  fet 
out  and  in  about  forty  eight  hours  was  on 
the  banks  of  the  Volga  oppolite  Aftrachan. 
At  pardng,  he  (aid,  that  the  commander  of 
the  fleet  at  Aftradhan  had  adled  very  child- 
Mhly,  that  he  had  infulted  the  government 
of  Aftrachan  for  not  fending  me  to  take  care 
of  his  health  ;  but,  fays  he,  tell  him  from  me, 
that  the  cabinet  is  made  already  acquainted 
with  his  prefumption,  and  that  when  I  (hall 
arrive,  I'll  fend  him  to  St  Peterlburgh  to 
anfwcr  for  his  folly  t  I  received  this  meilage 
without  deligning  to  (peak  of-  it  to  any  ; 
though,  at  laft,  I  was  in  a  manner  forced. 

When  I  arrived  at  the  lieutenant  colonel’s 
camp,  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  he  came 
out  of  his  tent  and  delired  that  I  would  reft 
a  little  till  horfes  could  be  got  ready,  and 
that  his  lady  delired  the  fame.  I  went  and 
paid  my  refpefts  to  her,  who  thanked  me 
for  not  acculing  the  colonel.  I  anfwered 
that  that  had  proceeded  purely  on  her  and 
her  children’s  account,  at  which  the  colo* 
nel  was  not  a  little  affronted  :  But  I  helitat- 
ed  not  to  let  him  know  that  fo  long  as  I 
fcrved  the  Empire  honourably,  I  was  deter¬ 
mined 
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mined  to  take  ill  tif&ge  of  no  fubjed.  We 
parted  very  good  friends. 

At  toy  arrival  in  Aftrachan,  I  was  inform¬ 
ed  that  my  wife  was  delivered  of  a  fon  a- 
bout  half  an  hour  before  my  arrival.  She 
was  in  a  mod  dangerous  way,  having  been 
three  days  in  hard  labour,  by  foe  unfkilfbl- 
nefs  of  her  midwife,  and  happy  it  was  that 
I  arrived  at  that  very  time  for  her  fafety. 
According  to  the  regulations,  J  immediate¬ 
ly  fern  a  written  report  of  my  arrival  to  foe 
port,  and  next  morning  received  an  order  tq 
attend  the  fupreme  commander  at  the  admi¬ 
ralty  about  government  affairs.  Now  I 
could  perceive’ that  mifchief  was  abroad,  yet 
as  I  had  been  guilty  of  no  irregularity,  I  re- 
folved  to  meet  the  worft  with  unfhaken 
ftcadinefs,  but  at  the  fame  time,  to  keep  free 
from  anger.  This  great  man  was  only  a 
lieutenant  of-  the  fleet,  he  underftood  fuch 
naval  affairs  that  were  in  ufe  for  a  port,  and 
his  whole  learning  confuted  in  that,  for 
which  reafon  he  was  appointed  to  this  poft. 
For  in  Ruilia,  a  man  may  prefide  at  a  board, 
and  foe  orders  from  fuch  a  board  are  good 
and  muft  be  obeyed  by  feniors ;  becaofe 
inch  orders  arc  always  iflued  out  by  order  of 
the  Emprefs,  and  agreeable  to  the  regulati¬ 
ons,  by  the  appointment  of  the  board.  As 
there  were  many  gentlemen  at  Aftrachan  of 
the  fame  rank  with  himfelf,  he  employed 
much  of  hi$  time,  and  expenses  in  giving 
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entertainments,  to  convince  his  colleagues, 
and  thofe  under  command,  of  what  real  im¬ 
portance  he  was  to  the  government.  He 
was  very  affable  when  there  was  little  need 
9f  it:  But,  when  he  draft,  carried  command 
with  a  high  hand.  He  was  extremely  de¬ 
vout  and  religious,  upon  all  occafions,  good 
policy  in  Ruflia,  but  particularly  when 
drunk,  which  was  not  feldom.  His  name 
was  Affonacy  Mihaelovitch  Garreinoff.  He 
was  extremely  fat,  which  almoft  prevented 
him  walking,  had  a  large  broad  face  with 
extremely  froall  eyes,  funk  deep  amongft  the 
fat,  a  great  neck,  and  prominent  belly  like 
a  woman  at  the  hour  of  delivery.  Such 
was  his  figure,  and  fiich  was  the  man  who 
then  commanded  the  port,  and  who  had 
fummoned  me  to  make  my  appearance  a- 
gainft  fuch  an  hour  at  his  levee.  At  the 
fame  time,  he  had  caufed  aflemble  all  the 
fea  officers  in  Aftrachan,  no  doubt  to  wit- 
nefs  his  greatnefs,  authority,  and  regularity. 
At  my  entry  into  the  room  after  mutual  faluta- 
lions,  he  welcomed  my  return,  acknowledg¬ 
ed  that  he  had  received  my  report  from  the 
governor's  camp,  but  faid  very  much  about 
my  going  out  of  the  city  without  his  per- 
million,  in  what  manner  I  had  afied  con¬ 
trary  to  the  regulations,  how  highly  crimi¬ 
nal  and  punifhable  fuch  a  ftep  was.  His 
difcourfe  was  long,  very  farcaftical ;  but 
ended  with  telling  me,  that  according  to  the 
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regulations,  he  ought  immediately  to  take 
my  fword  from  me,  and  keep  me  a  prifoner 
in  my  own  houf'e  .till  tried  by  a  court-marti¬ 
al,  but  that  confidering  I  was  a  foreigner,  I 
could  not  be  expected  to  know  the  regula¬ 
tions  exaflly,&Y.  He  palled  me  for  this  once, 
hoping  and  expelling  that  I  (hould  take  care 
not  to  commit  the  like  again.  I  made  an- 
fwer  in  few  words  that  I  had  endeavoured, 
from  the  firft  beginning  of  my  fervice,  to 
tranfafl  all  my  affairs  agreeable  to  the  very 
(pirit  of  the  regulations,  that  upon  fuch  ur¬ 
gent  neceffity  1  was  hurried  away  without 
being  allowed  time  to  acquaint  him,  or  vilit 
my  wife,  the  truth  of  which  he  very  well 
knew:  That  I  did  not  go  to  vilit  enemies,  but 
him  who  had  the  fiipreme  command  of  the 
kingdom,  and  whom  her  Majefty  had  trail¬ 
ed,  and  honoured  to  reprelent  her  Royal 
Perfon  amongll  us,  that  had  I  refilled  fuch 
orders  upon  fo  very  prefling  occafion,  I 
might  have  jullly  fuflered,  at  leall  in  cha- 
raller,  and  ever  after  been  treated  by  all  ju¬ 
dicious  men  as  an  obflinate  fool,fince  1  might 
well  confider,  that  upon  his  fafety,  the 
peace  and  well  being  of  this  kingdom,  e- 
fpecially  in  fuch  dangerous  times  from  the 
Perfians  and  Kalmucks,  might  much  depend. 
Finally,  that  though  he  had  not  uled  all  the 
formalities,  I  imagined  he  had  called  me  at 
this  time  to  wait  upon  him,  and  hear  his 
outrageous  infults  before  all  the  officers  in 
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Aftrachan,  with  no  other  view  but  to  fright¬ 
en  and  infult  me,  but  obferved,  that,  though 
I  neither  cared,  nor  was,  by  the  regulations, 
permitted  to  fay  any  thing  to  him,  which 
might  reflect  difhonour  upon  a  commander 
in  chief,  yet  that,  if  he  thought  proper,  I 
would  not  take  it  amifs  that  he  put  me  un¬ 
der  arreft,  and  try  me  by  a  court-martial, 
who,  I  had  not  the  fmalleft  doubt,  would 
acquit  me  honourably.  Laftly,  I  told  him, 
that  I  ihould  take  care  that  her  Irhperial  Ma- 
jeffy  (hould  be  made  acquainted  with  the 
whole  procedure.  When  I  had  finUhcd  what 
I  intended  to  fay  in  public,  I  defire d  to  (peak 
with  him  in  private,  and  then  told  him  what 
the  Governor  had  communicated  to  me  at 
parting,  and  faid,  that  I  fufpected  his  threats 
would  be  put  in  fevere  execution.  This  in¬ 
telligence  firuck  him  like  lightening.  He 
lowered  his  fails  very  fuddenly,  and  would 
not  part  with  me  till  firm  peace  was  conclu¬ 
ded  by  a  dinner  and  too  much  drink. 

Next  day  I  had  another  mefiage'to  appear 
in  the  admiralty,  aboot  affairs  of  confe- 
quence.  This  fummons  feemed  to  be  more 
ferious  than  the  firft  ;  however,  I  wasrefol- 
ved  and  determined  to  infill  upon 'all' my 
privileges,  or  elfe,  as  many  of  our  officers 
were  obliged,  for  their  ill  judged  defire  of 
peace,  to  fubmit  to  his  folly :  I  muff  ever  af¬ 
ter  fubmit  to  be  obsequious  to  the  ple&ftire 
of  a  very  fluctuating  ignorant  man.  '  Wljen 
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I  was  palling  through  the  fecretaty’s  cham¬ 
ber  into  the  office  where  the  commander  was, 
with  all  the  officers  waiting  my  coming,  the 
fecretary  de fired  me  to  fign  a  paper,  which, 
by  the  commander’s  direction,  he  made  out : 
I  took  this  paper,  read  it  over  carefully,  then 
'tore  it,  and  laid,  that  I  was  determined  to 
fign  no  paper  but  fuch  as  I  dictated,  and 
went  into  the  office,  whither  the  fecretary  al- 
fo  came,  and  acquainted  the  commander  with 
what  I  had  laid  and  done,  all  which  Iaffirm- 
ed  was  true,  nor  did  I  value  the  confequence. 
After  many  altercations,  and  much  time  loft 
In  childilh  wrangltngs,  peace  was  again  con¬ 
cluded.  The  Vice-governor  wanted  much 
to  know  what  pafled  in  the  admiralty,  and 
‘  the  admiralty  wanted  as  much  to  know  what 
was  faid  or  done  by  the  government  people  ; 
but,  for  the  fake  of  peace,  I  kept  both  in  ig¬ 
norance. 

At  laft,  the  Governor,  by  his  intrigues, 
had  again  obtained  pofieffion  of  the  Prince  ft 
of  the  Kalmuck’s  children,  and,  having  con¬ 
veyed  them  with  a  ftrong  guard  to  Mofeow, 
returned  to  Aftrachan,  when  he  brought  with 
him  a.  royal  mandate  from  the  cabinet,  fign* 
ed  by  the  Emprefs,  commanding  that  the  ad¬ 
miralty  In  Aftrachan  Ihould  ever  after  be  o- 
bedient  to  the  directions  of  the  governors  in 
all  civil  affairs,  and  in  every  thing,  except 
purely  \yhat  belonged  to  (hipping,  of  which,  it 
was  reafohably  prefumed,  they  could  be  no 
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judges.  This  was  indeed  a  very  great  blow, 
and  I  was  as  faery  for  it  as  any  belonging  to 
die  admiralty ;  though  ever  io  innocent,  I 
was  blamed  as  the  caufe  :  But  every  one  may 
eafily  perceive  that  it  proceeded  .purely  from 
the  itt-concerted  and  ilbdmed  ftubbornnefs 
of  our  commander.' 

Before  I  finifh  this  chapter,  I  muft  ac¬ 
quaint  die  reader,  that  I  was  informed,  that 
die  Princefs  of  the  Kalmucks  and  her  chil¬ 
dren  were  treated  with  all  politenefs,  and  as 
illuftrienos  perfonages,  at  Mofcow  :  And  that 
when  the  Emprefs  arrived  in  that  city,  ihe 
deigned  to  pay  them  a  vifit,  and  was  fo  fond 
of  them  that  fhe  gave  tliem  very  great  pof- 
feffions  to  enable  them  to  live  in  a  princely 
manner^  The  Princefs  and  her  children  took 
fuch  hiring  to  the  Emprefs,  that  they  all  were 
baptized,  and  the  Emprefs  Hood  god-mo¬ 
ther . 

As  I  was  at  a  great  di fiance  from  the  feat 
of  the  Swcdifh  war,  I  fhall  not  treat  of  it 
minntely,  but  give  a  general  account  of  the 
incredible  fuccefs  of  the  Ruffian  arms,  as  I 
was  informed.  Early  Marfhal  Lacy  and  Ge¬ 
neral  Keith,,  two  foldiers  who  never  turned 
their  backs  upon  any  number,  marched  with 
the  Ruffian  army  through  Finland,  rather  like 
a  great  company  of  hunters  than  any  thing 
elfe.  They,  with  no  great  trouble,  broke 
through  a'H  oppofition,  took  all  the  Swedifh 
batteries  and  out-pofts,  till  they  arrived  at 
O  F  reder  ickfh  am. 
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Frederickfham,  making  prifoners  of  all  whd 
fell  not  in  making  their  feebl#  refinance.  At 
Frederickfham  the  Ruffian  army  doubted  not 
that  a  very  formidable  Hand  would  have  been 
made  ;  but,  before  meafures  had  been  taken 
to  inveft  properly  that  ftrong  place,  in  the 
night,  between  the  28th  and  29th  of  June,  it 
was  let  on  fire  by  the  Swedes,  which  burnt 
up  very  confiderable  magazines  of  provifion, 
forage,  and  gun-powder,  with  all  the  houfes. 
As  the  Ruffians  did  not  endeavour  to  lave 
the  place,  nothing  was  left  but  the  cannon  ; 
and  indeed  it  would  have  been  very  impru¬ 
dent  to  have  rifked  the  lives  of  fuch  brave 
troops,  becaufe  the  bur  fling  of  many  hundred 
charged  bombs  made  it  inacceffible,  without 
madly  expofing  the  troops  to  certain  death. 

After  this  luccefs,  the  Ruffians  palled  the 
Keymen,  and  with  care  drove  the  fugitive 
Swedes  before  them ;  they  halted  not  till 
they  approached  Helfingfors,  to  which  place 
they  purfued  the  Swedes,  who  burnt  aU  their 
own  villages  and  hamlets,  to  render  the 
march  of  the  Ruffians  as  troublefome  as  was 
po/fible  ;  but  at  Helfingfors,  it  was  faid,  they 
made  their  only  refiflance  this  year’s  cam¬ 
paign,  and  that  very  feeble;  for  though  they 
were  well  fortified  both  by  nature  and  art, 
the  whole  Swedifh  army  were  obliged  in  the 
month  of  Auguft  to  capitulate,  the  tenor  of 
which  was  in  general.  That,  on  the  25th  of 
Auguft,  the  Ruffians  took  pofleffion  of  aH. 
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the  Swedifh  ports,  and  alfo  were  put  in  pofc 
feflion  of  all  their  grand  magazines  and  war¬ 
like  (lores,  provifions  of  all  kinds,  and  forage. 
They  permitted  the  Swedifh  army  to  retire 
into  Sweden  with  their  (mail  arms  ;  but  the. 
Finland  foldiers  laid  down  their  arms,  and 
took  their  oaths  of  fidelity  to  the  Empire  of 
Ruflia.  The  number  of  Finlanders  who  were 
difarmed,  were  upwards  of  feven  thoufand 
men.  All  the  Swedifh  artillery  was  fent  to 
St  Peterfburgh :  It  was  affirmed  that  be¬ 
tween  fifty  and  fixty  brafs  cannon  were  ex- 
poled  before  the  Emprefs  in  St  Peterfburgh. 
The  victorious  army  remained  in  Finland  du¬ 
ring  the  winter,  to  be  ready  againll  the  next 
feafon,  in  cafe  peace  was  not  concluded. 
Nothing  worth  relating  was  performed  by 
the  fleets  on  either  fide, .  except  feizing  a 
merchant  (hip  from  London  to  St  Peters- 
burgh,  and  carrying  the  crew  and  two  of 
my  brothers  (the  one  a  merchant  in  St  Pe- 
tprfburgh,  and  the  other  a  youth  of  about 
fixteen  years  of  age,  coming  to  me  for  his  e- 
ducation,  the  fame  who  was  killed  at  the 
Moro,  formerly  taken  notice  of)  into*  Go  t- 
tftaburgh,  and  detaining  them  there  two  or 
three  weeks,  till  orders  were  brought  for 
their  being  honourably  releafed,  and  all  their 
damages  made  good  ;  and  at  the  fame  time, 
for  pun  idling  the  foolifh  captain  who  feized 
them,  by  ordaining  him  to  work  in  the  cop¬ 
per-mines  for  fix  months. 
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6  H  A  P.  VHI. 

Concerning  what  happened  on  the  Borders  of  Per- 
fta  by  Kouli  Khan . 

THE  fumtner  was  not  far  advanced,  when 
Lieutenant-general  TarakanofF  was  dif- 
patched  with  three  regiments  to  Kizlaar,  to 
accept  of  a  propofed  friend  fh  ip  and  fiddity 
from  many  of  the  Circaflian ,  Georgian,  and 
the  reft  of  the  Dageftan  Tartar  chiefs,  and 
alfo  to  obferve  the  motions  of  Kouli  Khan, 
upon  whole  honour  little  truft  was  to  be  put. 
TarakanofF  having  finifhed  his  commiffion, 
did  .not  flay  long  at  Kizlaar;  but  having  left 
inftru&ions  with  the  commandant  of  Kizlaar, 
returned  foon  into  Ruflia.- 

The  Georgian  Prince,  general  of  artillery, 
accompanied  by  many  of  his  natives,  pro¬ 
perly  bis  fubjefts,  arrived  in  Aftrachan, 
where  he  waited  all  this  fummer,  in  expec¬ 
tation  that  war  would  have  been  declared  a- 
gainfy  the  Perfians.  Indeed,  with  us  every 
thing  looked  very  much  that  way .  In  Aftrachan , 
amongft  the  great,  every  thing  was  tranfa<fled 
with  fuch  fecrecy,  that  nothing  from  them 
was  to  be  known  ;  but  amongft  the  officers 
qf  the  regiments  it  was  faid,  that  a  very  con- 
fiderable  army  of  regulars  were  on  their 
march  for  Aftrachan.  I  doubt  not  that  fuch 
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reports,  and>  the  troublefome  Dageftans,  who, 
at  different  times,  cut  off  the  flower  of  Kouli 
Khan’s  army,  hindered  that  barbarian,  from 
falling  upon-  the  city  of  Kizlaar,  and1  borders 
of  Ruffia  ;  for  he  advanced  as  far  as  Targu, 
where  his  army,  ftarving,  haying  very*  fcanty 
allowance  of  provifions,  was  day  and  night,- 
afrnoft  conftantly  affauhfed  byfrnall  bodies  of 
thele  brave  highlanders  ;  and  at  la  ft,  in  no 
fmall  confiifion,  with  the  lofs  of  the  greafeft 
part  of  his  artillery,  was  obliged1  to  retire  to 
a-  caftle  he  had  built,  as  a  bridle  upon  Ufmei, 
a  Dageftan  potent  prince.  But  I  {hall  con-* 
fine  myfelf  here  only  to  what  properly  be¬ 
longs  to  Aftrachart,  referring  an  account  of 
Kouli  Khan,  his  tranfaftions,  and  particu¬ 
larly  with  the  brave  Dageftans  and  Lefgees, 
to  a  proper  place  in-  my  travels  through  that 
(country. 

The  firft  thing  which  happened  at  St  Pe- 
terfburgh  this  year,  was  the  bringing  of  die 
ftate  prifoners,  formerly  mentioned,  to  the 
ftaffold;  where  they  all  had  their  lives  grant¬ 
ed.  Count  Ofterman  placed  his  neck  upon 
the  block,  as  he  was  ordered  ;  but  when  mer- 
cy  was  declared  to  him,  he  was  fo  far  gone, 
that  it  was  thought  he  would  not  recover. 
The  reft  were  faid-  to  be  very  anxious  about 
the  confequences  Qf  death  :  But  it  is  very  re¬ 
markable,  that  Count  Muinich  (who  was  the 
next  to  Ofterman,  brought  to  the  ftage,  co¬ 
hered  with  faw-duft,  as  if  Ofterman  had  fuf- 
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fibred)  was  drefTed  in  a  decent  clean  man¬ 
ner,  and  whilft  the  orders  were  reading,  de¬ 
claring  his  crimes  and  manner  of  execution, 
he  was  amufing  himfelf  by  obferving  the  re¬ 
gularity  of  the  guards,  whp,  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  had  lately  fo  Angularly  beaten  the 
Turks.  It  is  a  cuftom  in  Ruftia,  that,  when 
the  Imperial  decree  is  reading,  every  one  pre- 
fent  is  obliged,  let  the  cold  be  ever  fp  great, 
to  be  uncovered.  The  Field-marlhal,  it 
feems,  did  not  obfeyve  that  ceremony,  of 
which  indifference  the  general  of  police  took 
notice,  defiring  him  to  be  uncovered;  to 
which  he  very  indifferently  made  anfwer, 
that  the  Emprefs  required  his  head,  but  not 
his  cap.  It  was  faid,  that*  when  he  was  or¬ 
dered  to  lay  his  neck  upon  the  blpck,  he  did 
'  it  with  the  lame  indifference,  and  it  was  de¬ 
clared  that  her  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  grant 
his  life,  and  banilh  him  to  Pelym.  He  not 
only  was  permitted  to  take  bis  chaplain  with 
him  at  the  Em p refs ’s  expence,  but  was  al¬ 
lowed  from  the  crown  a  ruble  per  day,  e- 
nough  for  the  fupport  of  his  family  ip  that 
plentiful  country.  I  was  affured  that  fome- 
time  after  he  had  been  there,  not  being  ac- 
cu Homed  to  live  without  action,  he  formed 
'and  drefled,  with  his  own  hands,  a  very  beau¬ 
tiful  garden  ;  but,  this  not  being  fufficient 
for  his  amufement,  he  begged,  and  obtained 
liberty  to  form  a  military  lchool,  by  which 
means  the  youth  in  Siberia  were  rendered  ve¬ 
ry 
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ry  expert .foldiers.  He  was  in  a  bad  Rate  of 
Health  when  he  was  lent  into  Siberia,  but  re¬ 
covered  fo  well,  that  he  was  recalled  to  Sc 
Peterfburgh  after  the  death  of  the  Emprefi 
Elifabeth,  and  was,  as  the  news-papers  in¬ 
formed  us,  conftituted  judge  of  the  tourna¬ 
ment  lately  exhibited  in  St  Peterfburgh.  I 
never  heard  any  thing  remarkable  about  the 
reft,  wherefore  I  (hall  fay  no  more  about 
them,  only  that  the  old  Count  Ofterman  di¬ 
ed  on  the  way  to  banilhment. 

Mr  Malloch  my  countryman  died  this 
fummer,  and  I  was  ordered  to  officiate  for 
him  by  the  garrifon  and  field-hofpitals  till  an¬ 
other  was  appointed  in  his  place.  This  ad¬ 
ditional  employment  was  extremely  fatiguing 
to  me  ;  but  I  did  not  care  to  refiife  it,  being 
feniible  of  the  neceffity.  The  Duke  of  Hol- 
ftein  arrived  in  St  Peterfburgh  on  the  5th  of 
February.  On  the  21ft  inftant  his  birth-day 
was  celebrated  for  the  firft  time  in  St  Peters- 
burgh,  being  then  fifteen  years  of  age.  The 
Emprefs  his  aunt  made  him. many  richpre- 
fents ;  and  (be  made  no  fecret  in  declaring 
that  (he  intended  to  make  him  her  heir  to  the 
Empire  ;  but  that  could  not  be  done  legally 
until  he  had  publickly  embraced,  the  Greek 
religion.  On  the  25th  April,  the  Emprefs 
was  crowned  with  great  (blemnity.  Up¬ 
on  this  oecafion,  the  Duke  of  Holftein 
had  the  honours  paid  him  due  to  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Ruflia  ;and»  at  the  fame 
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time,  it  was  recommended  to  him  to  take 
inftruftions  from  the  bifliop6  of  Reran  and 
Novogorod,  that  he  might  be  foon  prepared 
to  profefsthe  Greek  religion,  and  be  public- 
\y  qualified  to  enjoy  all  the  a&ual  honours 
■and  immunities  belonging  to  die  Grand 
Duke  of  Ruttfia,  which  happened  on  the  7th 
November  at  Mofcow,  where  he  was  pub¬ 
licly  rebaptazed  in  the  Greek  religion,  by  the 
-name  of  Peter  Feodorovitch,  and  by  his  aunt 
declared  her  near  eft  relation  ,and  the  only  law¬ 
ful  heir  to  the  crown  of  Rnflku  An  inftru- 
ment  was  made  out,  declaring  him  Grand 
Duke,  and  requiring  that  all  perfons  (hould 
give  him  the  title  of  Imperial  Highnefs.  He 
was  allb  declared  to  be  Proteftor  and  Prince 
of  all  the  foreigners,  and  had  many  very 
grand  prefen ts  made  him  by  the  Emprefs.  I 
was  told,  that,  upon  this  occafion,  the  priefts 
did  not  caufe  the  Grand  Duke  go  through 
this  ceremony  fo  rigoroufly  as  they  do  to  o- 
ther  people.  I  never  faw  the  ceremony  per¬ 
formed,  although  I  might  have  gratified  my 
curiofity  in  Aftrachan,  as  (hall  be  related  ; 
but  1  have  been  allured,  that  they  are  not  far 
tiafied  with  a  perftm’s  publicly  renouncing 
his  former  tenets,  lor  love  of  the  Greek,  but 
they  infift  upon  his  expreffing,  in  a  very  grofs 
manner,  his  deteflbrion  of  his  former  religi¬ 
on,  and  declaring  tihat  he  firmly  believed  that 
his  parents,  and  every  one  profefting  that  re¬ 
ligion,  to  be  in  a  ftaee  of  damnation,  and  to 
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make  his  deteftation  appear  greatly  difagree- 
able,  he  (pits  three  times,  and  finishes  the 
farce  by  fealing  all  up  with  taking  the  facra- 
ment. 

Soon  after  the  Grand  Duke  Was  rebapti¬ 
zed,  the  Emprefs  took  great  pains  to  gain 
pfofelytes,  and  bribed,  efpecially  Chriftians, 
very  high.  An  Imperial  decree  was  publ idl¬ 
ed,  declaring  that,  as  an  encouragement  to 
all  foreigners  in  her  fervice,  her  Imperial 
Majefty  was  gracioufty  plealed  to  grant  great 
polleflions  of  villages ;  and  alfo,  to  every  one 
Who  (hall  voluntarily  profefe  the  Greek  reli¬ 
gion,  that  (he  would  caufe  advance  him  a 
rank  higher  than  the  one  he  then  held  in 
the  army  or  fleet.  At  this  time,  our  Go¬ 
vernor*  who  only  made  a  fuperflcial  profef- 
liort  of  the  Greek  religion,  laughing  public¬ 
ly  at  all  the  other  fe&s  of  Chriflians,  recom¬ 
mended  it  ftrongly  to  me  to  be  rebaptized, 
pointing  out  all  the  advantages  I  (hould  re¬ 
ceive;  and  went  fo  far  as  to  infure  me,  that 
the  Emprefs  and  the  Grand  Duke  would  ho¬ 
nour  the  ceremony  with  dieir  prefence  as 
fponfors.  I  anfwered  in  very  few  words, 
that  I  truly  could  make  no  comparifon  be¬ 
tween  tjie  reformed  religion  which  I  profef- 
fed,  and  the  Greek ;  that  I  thought  I  was 
convinced  of  very  many  abfurdities  and  in¬ 
credibilities  in  the  Greek  ;  that  if  at  any 
time  I  might  have  reafon  to  impugn  any  part 
of  the  belief  of  the  reformed,  I  (hould  run 
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no  ri/k  in  fo  doing  ;  but  that  if  I  profefled 
the  Greek,  I  Ihould  be  obliged,  every  time  I 
thought  of  it,  to  confider  myfelf  abfolutely  a 
liar,  and  a  fellow  abandoned  to  all  that  was 
bad,  for  not  only  ailing  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  my  own  underftanding,  bi)t  in 
decoying,  deceiving,  and,  contrary .  to  all 
principles  of  honour,  bringing  up  my  young 
family  in  a  way  fo  contrary  to  my  own 
knowledge  ;  and  laftly,.  of  making  them, 
(who  derived  liberty  naturally  from  me  and 
their  mother,  being  both  Britifh)  flaves  to 
Ruffia.  Thefe  thoughts,  I  told  him,  were 
fo  very  contrary  to  my  way  of  thinking, 
that  I  would  looner  fee  every  one  of  them 
who  were  already  born,  or  after  this  might 
fpring  from  me,  dead,  than  bear  the  thoughts 
that  they,  or  their  children,  would  call: 
reflexions  on  my  memory  for  having,  fo 
much  like  a  fool  Surrendered  up  their  liberty. 
Laftly,  I  did  not  fcruple  to  declare,  that  I 
looked  upon  all  foreigners,  to  be  either  abfo¬ 
lutely  infamous,  void  of  all  honour,  or  elfe 
extremely  ignorant,  and  foolifh  to  aft  in  fuch 
a  way  :  That  I  was  pofitive  it  would  not  ap¬ 
pear  compatible  to  reafonable  men  to  think 
that  a  man  who  would  fo  bafely  forfeit  his 
honour,  could  ever  prove  a  true  fubjeft  ei¬ 
ther  to  the  Emprel's  or  Empire.  The  Go¬ 
vernor,  however,  Avas  very  frequently,  moft 
dil agreeable  to  me,  plaguing  me  with  his  de¬ 
fires  of  having  me  profefs  the  Greek  religion; 
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notwithftanding,  I  fcrupled  not  to  tell  him, 
that  many  people  believed,  that  though  he 
him  (elf  profefled  the  Greek  religion  public¬ 
ly,  yet  laughed  at  it  in  fecret ;  and  that, 
his  great  knowledge  in  men  and  things, 
rendered  fitch  reports  very  credible.  He 
was  fo  far  from  being  angry  at  the  news  I 
told  him,  that  he  could  not  conceal  his  fatis- 
fa&ion  by  a  fmile,  and  obferved,  that  he 
doubted  not  there  were  good  and  bad  in  all 
the  fefts  of  Chriftians  ;  that,  for  his  part,  as  a 
good  fubjedi,  he  would  find  no  fault  with  a- 
ny  part  of  the  Greek  religion,  however  ab- 
furd  it  might  appear  to  himfelf,  for  fear  of 
giving  grounds  for  caufing  ichifms.  He 
(aid,  that  what  was  reafonable  he  would 
give  credit  to,  and  what  was  otherways  he 
would  overlook,  without  publicly  profelling 
any  deteftation.  Mr  Tatifhoff  was  one  of 
the  learnedeft  men  in  the  Empire  of  Ruflia, 
tho’  he  never  had  an  academical  education  : 
Hehad  ftudied  all  the  liberal  arts  and  fciences, 
and  underftood  them  all  well.  If  he  had 
had  a  right  notion  of  honour  and  morality,  he 
would  have  certainly  proved,  a  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  man  ;  but  the  want  of  thefe  qualifica¬ 
tions  rendered  great  part  of  his  learning  on¬ 
ly  ufefiil  to  him  in  detecting  other  people’s 
crimes,  and  defending  himl'elf  from  the  in- 
queft  of  others,  as  will  be  taken  notice  of  in 
due  time.  He  admired  Leibnetz,  Locke, 
Bacon,  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  the  Spectator,  and 
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many  other  learned  authors.  He  correfpicmd^ 
ed  with  the  bifhop  of  Upfal,  and  the  moft 
learned  men  in  Europe  ;  hut  ftill  he  t  ami  fil¬ 
ed  all  thefe  qualifications  by  a  very  bale,  for¬ 
did*  cruel  prattice  of  (licking  at  nothing  to 
gratify  his  avarice*  and  acquire  wealth. 


CHAP.  IX* 

Concerning  what  happened  in  Rujpa ,  and  the 
Confines  of  jiflrachan ,  in  the  Tear  1743,  and 
firfi  of  the  Per  fans. 

IObferved  lad  year*  that  Kouli  Khan  had 
retreated  to  his  cafUe  not  far  from  the 
north  fide  of  Derbent,  in  order  to  bridle 
the  potent  Dageftan  Prince  Ufine :  He>  how-r 
ever,  having  reinforced  his  army,  made  ear¬ 
ly  this  year  a  fudden  attempt  upon  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  Circafiia,  of  \yhich  the  Governor  of 
Aftrachan  having  been  made  acquainted,  lent 
Orders  for  a  few  troops  who  were  in  Tzarit- 
zin  to  march  for  Aftrachan  immediately,  notr 
withftanding  it  was  in  the  time  of  the  ftrong- 
eft  froft.  In  January  the  remains  of  three 
regiments  arrived,  having  loft  fome  hun¬ 
dreds  that  were  frozen  to  death,  They  alfi> 
brought  with  them  between  five  and  fix  hun¬ 
dred  frozen,  of  which  number  I  was  obliged 
%o  amputate  the  arms  and  legs  of  feventy- 
£ve  the  firft  week,  exclufive  of  fingers  and 
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tbes,  of  which  little  notice  was  taken.  As 
{bon  as  the  healthy  men  had  refted  a  few 
days  in  Aftrachan,  fifteen  hundred  received 
orders  to  march  to  Kizlaar  with  four  thou- 
fund  CofTacks  to  join  about  five  hundred 
troops  who  garrifbned  that  caftle,  and  the  ir¬ 
regular  forces,  inhabitants  of  that  country. 
Kouli  Khan  was  known  to  be  deceitful,  dis¬ 
honourable,  a  man  in  whom  no  truft  was  to’ 
be  put ;  bold,  intrepid,  and  incomparably 
politic.  The  Governor  of  Aftrachan  fit* 
ted  him  exaftly  ;  for  tho’  he  was  no  gene¬ 
ral,  yet  he  did  not  want  the  qualificati¬ 
ons  of  a  good  politician  and  counsellor, 
where  his  intereft  did  not  blind  his  reafon. 
Every  thing  was  in  readinefs  to  deftroy  the 
ice  about  Aftrachan  to  render  the  Volga  im-» 
partible,  and  the  whole  city  was  in  a  greac 
ferment ;  notwithrtandtftg,  he  took  all  the 
care  he  could  for  the  prefervation  of  the  city, 
and,  (knowing  well  that  if  he  fhould  alarm 
Kouli  Khan,  it  would  have  a  better  effeft 
than  any  feeble  refiftance  he  could  make  with 
the  finall  number  of  troops  he  then  had  in  A- 
ftrachan)  ordered  a  lieutenant  and  two  trum¬ 
pets  upon  the  river  Agrachan,  which  forms 
the  borders  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Andreofike 
Derevna,  or  village.  The  lieutenant  went 
npon  the  north  fide  of  Agrachan,  oppofite 
the  Perfian  camp,  and  cauled  the  trumpets 
to  blow ;  then,  in  a  formal  manner,  declared 
war,  in  the  Emprefs's  name,  againft  the 
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Shach  and  Empire  of  Perfia,if  the  Sophi  ftiould 
pafs  in  a  hoftile  manner  that  river,  which  had 
been  acknowledged  the  limits  between  the 
two  Empires.  The  Perfians,  alarmed  at  what 
they  faw  and  heard,  foon  made  their  Shach 
acquainted  with  what  had  happened,  who 
lent  to  delire  the  lieutenant  to  approach  his 
tent,  and  demanded  to  know  what  was  the 
reafon  of  blowing  his  trumpets,  and  reading 
the  paper.  The  lieutenant  anfwered  him, 
that  as  he  was  an  officer  in  the  Ruffian  regu¬ 
lar  army,  according  to  his  office  and  duty, 
by  order  of  the  Governor  of  Aftrachan,  who 
was  authorized  by  the  Emprels,  he  had  made 
a  formal  declaration  of  war  againft  his  Maje- 
fty  and  the  Empire  of  Perlia,  if  his  Majefty’s 
troops  palled  oyer  that  river,  the  well  known 
boundary  of  the  two  Empires,  in  a  hoftile 
manner :  He  faid,  he  doubted  not  that  his 
Majefty  would  approve  of  his  having  done 
his  duty  as  became  the  honour  of  an  officer. 
The  franknefs,  opennefs*  and  eafe  with 
which  the  lieutenant  made  this  Ihort  decla¬ 
ration,  and  his  determined  look,  manly  figure 
and  deportment,  gained  the  efteem  of  the 
Shach.  Kouli  Khan  afkcd  him  many  quefti- 
ons  about  the  number  of  regular  and  irregu¬ 
lar  troops  that  were  already  aflembled  in  the 
kingdom  of  Aftrachan  ;  to  which  the  lieute¬ 
nant  gave  anfwers  according  to  his  inftrufti- 
ons,  and  told  him,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
fixty  thoufand  regulars  were  in  full  march 
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upon  the  borders  of  that  kingdom  for  the  ci¬ 
ty  of  Aftrachan  ;  that  he  was  allured  thefe 
fixty  thoufand  were  defined  to  be  fent  by 
fea  to  the  Perfian  provinces  on  the  fouth  of 
the  Cafpian,  in  cafe  a  war  (hould  prove  ine¬ 
vitable  ;  becaufe,  faid  he,  that  there  were  al¬ 
ready  troops  enough  to  defend  the  kingdom 
of  Aftrachan  againft  any  number  of  enemies ; 
efpecially  confidering  that  provifions  of  all 
kinds  were  laid  up  in  magazines,  and  conle- 
quently  no  foreign  army  could  fubfift  any 
time  without  they  had  provifions  from  their 
own  countiy.  The  Shach  then  queftioned 
him  about  the  progrefs  of  the  Swedifh  war  ; 
to  which  the  lieutenant  made  anfwer,  that 
the  Swedes,  having  loft  more  than  the  half 
of  their  veteran  army,  either  killed  or  pri- 
foners  in  Ruilia,  and  almoft  the  whole  great 
province  of  Finland,  were  lueing  for  peace, 
and  many  of  the  greateft  potentates  of  Eu¬ 
rope  were  aflifting  to  get  the  Emprefs  per- 
fuaded  to  grant  a  peace  ;  therefore  he  doubt¬ 
ed  not  that  peace  would  be  proclaimed  foon  : 
But  he  allured  the  Shach,  that  that  war  was 
of  no  bad  confequences  to  the  Ruffians,  as 
they  never  could  run  the  leaft  rifk  of  dan¬ 
ger  from  fuch  impotent  enemies ;  but  add¬ 
ed,  that  it  ferved  to  train  their  men,  as  the 
Swedes  were  juftly  efteemed  very  regular 
gallant  troops. 

The  Shach  having  fatisfted  his  curiofity,  as 
far  as  he  judged  neceffary,  commended  the 

officer, 
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officer,  made  him  a  very  conliderable  pre-* 
lent  in  money,  and  told  him  that  he  had 
no  defign  againft  the  Empire  of  RufCa  : 
That  he  bad  marched  his  army  fo  far  north 
in  hopes  of  being  furnithed  with  provifions 
for  ready  money  from  the  inhabitants  of  Cir- 
caflia  :  But  finding  that  Circaffia  was  in  no 
condition  to  provide  for  fo  great  numbers  of 
troops,  he  was  refolved  to  return  fouth- 
wards,  and  take  another  opportunity  of  pu- 
*  nifhing  the  Degaftan  Tartars,  who  had  fo 
audacioufly  rebelled  againft  him ;  though, 
by  the  bye,  they  were  fo  far  from  imagi¬ 
ning  tli at  they  could  be  deemed  rebels,  that 
they  defied  the  Sbach  to  fhew  an  inftance 
that  a  majority  of  them  had  ever  acknow¬ 
ledged  any  fubjedtion  to  the  Empire  of  Per- 
lia;  nay,  laft  year  it  is  certain  that  many 
of  their  Princes,  at  their  own  defire,  were 
taken  under  the  protection  of  Ruflia.  The 
lieutenant,  having  ended  his  commiffion,  recei¬ 
ved  letters  from  Major  Chan  the  Shach’s 
Grand  Yifrer  to  the  government  of  Aftra- 
<chan,  and  at  the  fame  time  fent  off  couriers 
to  his  ambaftador  at  St  Peterfburgh  to  ac¬ 
quaint  all  concerned  of  the  Shach’s  peace¬ 
able  difpofition,  and  intreat  the  Emprefs  to 
give  orders  for  her  Governor  in  Aftrachan 
to  fend  two  or  three  fhips  loaded  with  meal 
for  the  fupport  of  his,  army  at  Derbent, 
whither  he  proceeded  in  all  bafte,  as  they 
were  almoft  ftarvcd  with  hunger  and  fro¬ 
zen 
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ten  to- death  with  void  inthat  barren  coun¬ 
ty- 

Many  faid,  and  it  is  not  altogether  im¬ 
probable,  that  this  plan  pf  the  Shach’s  march¬ 
ing  fuddenly  down  to  Agrachan,  and  of 
the  dedaratiori,  as  has  been  above  taken  no¬ 
tice  of,  was  privately  agreed  upon  betwixt 
the  &hach  and  the  Governor,  to  give  a  pre¬ 
tence  for  fending  off  lbme  provifions  for  the 
relief  of  his  army, -in  order  fo  ealily  to  be 
quit -of,  and  remove  to  a  great  diftanpe,  fo 
turbulent  a  neighbour  ;  -  for  the  -  lieutenant 
nofooner  arrived  in  Aftrachan  than  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  altogether  contrary  to  the  advice 
of  •  his  covmfel,  gave  onders  for  one  .  great 
(hip  coload  immediately- provifions  for  Dcr- 
bent.  He  lent  off  a  courier  to  the  cabinet, 
acquainting  them  of  all  he  had  done,  and 
reprefentihg,  in  his  own  way,  the  necelfity 
of  taking  upon  himf’elf  to  ad  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  in  order  fo  eafily  to  get  quit  pf  fo 
formidable  and  faithlefs  an  enemy,  and  -de¬ 
manded,  that,  what  he  had  already  been 
obliged  to  do,  from  pure  necelfity,  as  healled- 
•ged,  might  be  approved  of  by  the  cabi¬ 
net  :  And,  as  he  was  privy  counlellor,  he 
humbly  offered  his  advice,  that  he  might 
have,  an  imperial  order  lent  him,  command¬ 
ing  him  to  lend  two  or  three  (hips  more,  to 
enable  the  Shach  to  remove  his  army  farther 
ftill  from  the  borders  . of  Aftrachan  :  -  Obferv- 
ing  that  he,  the  Governor  would  take  care, 
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that  the  Shach  (hould  never  have  any  great 
(lore,  of  provifion  at  one  time,  but  be  kept 
at  very  fhort  allowance  ;  and  alfo  that  if  he 
the  Shach  did  not  begin  to  march  bis  troops 
foon ;  in  that  cafe  to  order  him  to  with¬ 
draw  all  affiftance.  He  obferved  that  it 
would  be  a  means  to  get  rid  of  a  moft  dan¬ 
gerous  potentate,  and  at  the  fame  time,  it 
could  not  fail  to  enrich  the  Ruffian  mer¬ 
chants  in  Aftrachan.  Thus  gilded,  the  pill 
was  greedily  fwallowed  by  the  cabinet.  A 
flaming  order  was ,  brought,  commending 
and  approving  of  every  thing  Tatifhoff  had 
done,  and  granting  all  his  demands ;  gi¬ 
ving  him  (till  a  power  to  art,  upon  the  moft 
prefling  necelfity,  according  to  the  dirtates 
of  his  reafon  :  But  that,  whatever  he  did, 
he  ought,  without  lofs  of  time,  to  make 
known  to  the  cabinet,  fubfcribed  by  him- 
felf  and  the  other  great  officers  belonging  to 
the  government  of  Aftrachan.  The  Gover¬ 
nor  having  got  all  that  he  defired,  exulted 
;greatly,  efteeming  every  one  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  little  elfe  than  fo  many  ufelefs  men. 

1  imagine  that  four  or  five  (hips  loaded, 
only  with  coarfe  meal  of  wheat,  a  fack  of 
which,  in  Aftrachan,  was  to  be  bought  for 
three  (hillings  and  nine  pence  Sterling,  or 
eighty  copeaks  Rufs,  and  in  Derbent,  the 
merchant  received  ready  cafh  twenty  five 
and  twenty  fix  rubles  per  fack  :  This  was  a 
very  extraordinary  profit,  by  which  many 
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poor  merchants  gained  very  great  fortunes : 
Although  it  was  commonly  believed  that  the 
Governor  alone  got  the  half  of  all  the  mer¬ 
chants  profits,  befides  fome  unknown  pre- 
fents,  probably  not  inconfiderable  from  the 
Shach.  One  evening  late,  I  went  into  his 
room  to  enquire  about  his  health,  and  found 
him  giving  directions  to  his  fervants  to  fill 
or  pack  a  finall  chert  with  quilted  pieces  of 
felt,  every,  one  of  which  was  very  heavy, 
and  as  large  as  the  bottom  of  the  chert.  The 
chert  being  filled  full,  was  made  fart,  fealed, 
and  directed .  to  his  daughter  in  Mofcow, 
and  when  it  was  removed  into  the  fledge, 
two  very  able  men  found  difficulty  to  carry 
it.  Thefe  tranfa&ions  were  done  fo  openly, 
that  I,  not  then  acquainted  with  that  part 
of  the  Great  Peter’s  regulations,  defired  one 
of  the  principal  merchants  to  take  a  fmalt  , 
fum  of  fpare  money  I  had,  to  buy  meal  to 
be  lent  for  my  intereft  to  the  Pcrfian  camp ; 
but  wasanfwered,  that  it  was  greatly  again  ft 
the  regulations  for  any  officer  to  trade,  and 
highly  punUhable:  1  obferved  to  him  the 
Governor’s  pra&ice,  which  he  feemed  to 
make  no  fecrct  of :  He  laid,  that  the  time 
might  come  when  he  the  Governor  might  re¬ 
pent  that;  altho'fbr  the  prefent,  he  might  e- 
fcape:  However  that  time  never  happened.  I 
(hall  make  an  end  of  this  chapter  by  acquaint¬ 
ing  the  reader  that  Kouli  Khan  or  the  Shach 
repafled  fouth  between  ihe  Teas  and  moun¬ 
tains 
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tains  towards  the  Mogan  defart  before  win¬ 
ter  camfc  on,  having  done  much  harm  tb 
bleeding  Perfia,  efpecially  the  provinces  I 
have  been  in,  without  making,  atiy  foltd  ot 
real  acquifition,  at  the  great  ex'pence  of 
more  than  eighty  thoufand  of  his  Owii 
tfoops,  concerning!  whbm  I  (hall  fay  no  more 
at  prefent ;  referring  what  I  have  to  fay  to 
a  more  proper  opportunity,  when  I  ftiall  give 
a  brief  account  of  the  mbft  material  trttnf* 
actions  of  this  wonderful1  man  ! 


CHAP.  X, 

Concerning  the  Operations  of  the  SivedilbWar 
and  of  the  Peace  concluded  this  Tear. 

THEfirft  operation  which  we  had  notice  of 
this  yealr  was1  the  taking,  of  the  ifktnd  of 
Aland  from  the  Swedes,  and  their  taking  of  it 
again  from  the  Ruffians.  The  truth  is,  that 
this  iftand  ms  left  without  any  fbldiecs  to 
defend  it,  aind  cortfequently  eafily  taken 
with  a  final!  dumber  of  men,  nor  did  the 
Swedes  offer  any  rdfiftance,  wifely*  confider- 
ing  that  oppoficion  wohld  have  been  the 
caufe,  poffibjy,  of  their  utter  deftiicftion, 
without  the  fmall  eft  advantage  to  their  na¬ 
tive  country  :  Hdwever,  the  Swedes  fetit  A 
fbperior 'force,  and  without  much  difficulty 
regained  Aland,  The  Swedish  a  tiny  lay 
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e«  tamped  on  the  othor  fide  of  thegulph,and 
many  provifion-veflels  for  the  fuppart  of  that, 
arrroy  lay  in  a  gulf,  or  rather  fmall  bay.  Ge¬ 
neral  Kejth  then  commanded  the  Ruffian  ar¬ 
my.  The  Ruffian'  fleet  was  rapt  as  yet  arri¬ 
ved,  and  confequentJy  the  anpy  could  dp 
little;  as  they  had  no  veflpls.  either  to  protect 
or  eicort;  them*  Every  perlon  knpws-  that 
this  Aland  lies  in  the  mouth  of  the  great. 
Bothnick  gulf,  and  therefore  would  have  been 
of  considerable  advantage  to  the  Ruffians, 
had  they  kept  pofleffion  of  it,  for  keeping 
their  magazines,  and  fafety  for  their  trans¬ 
ports,  if  the  war  had  been  carried  on  with 
vigpur  this  year' ;  but  both  the  Ruffians  and 
Swedes  estpe&ed  that-  peace  would  be  foora 
agreed  to  ;  and  therefore,  it  is  very  proba¬ 
ble,  that  the  Ruffians  did  not  prolecute  the 
war  with  all  their  wonted  vigour,  efpecially 
as  a  cengrefe  Was  fitting  at  Abo,  and  many 
of  the  mod  potent  northern  princes  had  fcnt 
their  minifters  to. Abo  to  affifi  at  this  con- 
gpefs,  in  order  to  get  a  peace  concluded,  as 
much  to  the  fads  faction  of  both  nations  as 
the  nature  of  things  could  admit:  of Frcnp 
ah  Which,  and  front  what  I  have  been  told, 
viz.  That  Alatid  wa$  conquered  only  by  a 
lew  irrcgplar  trpops,  and  therefore  was-  the 
fooner.  re-taken  by  the  Swedish  regular 
troops ;  for  General  Keith  Was*,  with  hie  ar¬ 
my*  oh  the  weft  of  Abo*  and  eonfeqpently 
at  tdo  great  diftance  to  protect  4ny  petty  ad¬ 
vantage 
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vantage  the  irregular  Ruffian  troops  might 
take  of  the  enemy.  This  defcent  was  al¬ 
together  unknown  to  that  general,  till  all 
was  effedled ;  for  the  irregulars  very  fre¬ 
quently,  for  the  love  of  plunder  and  forage, 
make  wide  extended  fallies,  altogether  un¬ 
known.  to  the  chief  commander  ;  and  altho* 
they  are  often  reproved,  and  fometimes  pu- 
nifhed,  yet,  in  the  main,  the  generals  wink 
at  it  for  many  reafons. 

They  have  orders  fo  to  do,  chiefly  for 
thefe  following  reafons :  All  the  irregular 
troops  are  either  Coflacks,  Kalmucks,  or  o- 
ther  Tartars,  who  border  on  Turkey,  Pcrfia, 
and  other  principalities,  and  confequently  a 
wife  government  never  will  attempt  to  treat 
fuch  men  with  rigour,  for  fear  of  a  revolt. 
The  Coflacks  acknowledge  fubj  edtion  to  the 
Empire  of  Ruffia,  and  are  Chriftians  ;  but  at 
the  fame  time,  five  chiefly  by  their  own  laws, 
and  infill  upon  their  liberties,  which  the  reft 
of  the  fubjedfa  of  Ruffia  know  nothing  of. 
The  Kalmucks  acknowledge  no  fubjedtion, 
but  only  five  under  the  protection  of  Ruffia. 
They  are  barbarous  to  a  great  degree,  but 
yet  they  muft  be  treated  with  great  lenity  ; 
for,  if  they  do  not  incline  to  leave  their  own 
country,  the  whole  force  of  Ruffia  is  not  able 
to  oblige  them,  nor  even  their  prince,  unlefs 
with  the  approbation  of  their  leniors,  of 
which  there  are  a  great  number,  fome  of 
which  are.  lords  ovpr  five  or  fix  tfioufand 
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fighting  men  ;  with  whom  the  Khan  dare 
not  differ,  unlefs  he  is  certain  of  a  very  great 
majority.  The  other  Tartars  are  fome  of 
them  declared  fnbjeds  of  Ruffia,  but  under 
fubj cation  of  their  Murzas,  and  others  only 
acknowledge  protection,  but  deny  any  man¬ 
ner  offubje&ion.  For  thefe,  and  many  o- 
ther  reafons,  the  Ruffian  generals  are  obliged 
to  behave  with  great  prudence  to  thefe  wild 
people,  whom  they  never  punifti  except  for 
crimes,  which  are  acknowledged  to  be  fuch 
by  their  own  chiefs. 

The  Swedes  had,  as  I  was  well  informed, 
a  very  refpeftable  body  of  men,  ftrongly  en¬ 
camped  near  Helfingfors,  protected  on  the 
fea  fide  by  two  very  large  praams  and  other 
veflels,  as  well  as  tranfports,  in  a  bay  defend 
ed  by  an  Uland.  They  were  fo  ftrongly  for¬ 
tified,  that  the  Ruflians  did  not  think  proper 
to  attack  their  camp,  but  fortified  them- 
felves,  and  approached  very  circumfpedly. 
The  Swedes  were  plentifully  fupplied  with 
all  manner  of  provifions,  brought  by  fea  in¬ 
to  a  finall  bay  on  the  right  of  the  Swedifli 
army.  Many  tranfports  lay  loaded  ip  this 
bay,  defended  by  two  large  praams,  (fuch 
veflels  were  defcribed  formerly)  the  largeft 
mounting  one  hundred  pieces  of  cannon. 
Count  Lacy  had  returned  to  St  Peterfburgh, 
leaving  the  command  of  the  army  to  his  ho¬ 
noured  friend  General  Keith.  A  congrefs 
was  at  that  time  fitting  in  Abo  not  far  di- 

ftant. 
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ftant,  and  -  General  -  RottianlrzofF  was  the ;  prin¬ 
cipal  commiffioner-  from  Ruffia.  When  they 
little  expected  any  news, -they. were  alarmed 
with  a  dreadful  cannonading,  andnotknow- 
ing^the  caUfe,  couriers  being  difpatched  foon* 
both  fides,  all  the  accounts  RomantzoiF 
coiild  get  was  only,  that  it  was-fome  Ibheme 
of  General  Keith’s  ;  hut  they  could  loam,  at 
that  time, '  nothing  elfe.  At  this  General 
Roman  tzofF  exprefled  great  fatisfa&ion,  ,aud 
laid  to  the  SvvecHfocommiffi  oners,  that  if 
they  would  not  inftantly  implicitly  agree  to 
his  propofols,' he- then -would  be  at  liberty  to 
change  his  moderate  demands  ;  at  the  fofne 
rime,  telling  them,  *  that  he  was  morally 
certain  that  the  fcheme  of  General  Keith’s 
would  turn  out  to  the  glory  of  the  Ruffian 
•arms  ;  for/  faid  he,  Keith’s  fchetnes  never  fail¬ 
ed  of  fuccefs.  >This  was  the  honourable  opi¬ 
nion  one  general  in  chief  had  of  another! 
The  noife  of  cannon1  lafted  not  long,  till  all 
was  quiet,  add  then  they  were  informed  that 
General  Keiith  obferving  that  it  would  be  im- 
poffible  to  proceed :  farther,  without  great 
bloodshed,  until  they  could  become  mailers 
of  this  bay  y  fent  orders  to  the  commander  of 
the  Ruffian  gallies,  that  next  morning,  by  the 
break  of  day,  he  ihould  order  two  or  three 
of  the  gallies  to  advance:  into  a  finall  gut  of 
•deep  water,  and  there  remain  till  farther  or¬ 
ders  :  The  commander  returned  anfwcr,  that 
the  general’s  orders  were  impra&icable  ;  but 
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the  general  lent  a  fecond  order,  and  flrength- 
ened  it,  by  letting  him  know,  that  if  he  made 
any  objections  to  his  fecond  order,  his  fecond 
in  command  had  his  pipfitive  orders  to  put 
him  under  confinement,  to  be  tried  by  a  court- 
martial,  if,  with  great  circumfpeCtion  and 
fecrecy,  he  obeyed  not  the  orders  upon  which 
the  fafety  of  the  whole  army  might  depend. 
The  general  had  ordered  proper  veflels  to  be 
loaded  with  fuch  things  as  were  neceflary 
for  the  execution  of  his  project  in  fume  co¬ 
vered  creek,  altogether  out  of  view  of  the 
Swedes :  and,  when  it  turned  dark,  he  de¬ 
livered  the  command  of  the  army,  with  pro¬ 
per  inftruCtions,  to  his  fecond  in  command, 
and  went  on  board  the  aforefaid  tranfports, 
which  he  directed  to  be  rowed  to  the  ifland 
with  the  greateft  fecrecy.  The  ifland  lay 
in  the  mouth  of  the  bay  )  on  the  one  fide  it 
was  very  deep  water,  fit  to  fwim  any  veflel, 
blit  impaflible  on  the  other,  even  by  boats. 
The  praams  were  ftationed  as  batteries  to 
hinder  any  fhip  of  war  from  getting  into  the 
bay :  But  the  Swedes  had  never  fortified  the 
ifland, believing  the  praams  fufficient  to  fcour 
the  whole  ifland,  which  was  covered  over 
With  coppices  and  reeds.  The  general  not 
only  landed  on  this  ifland  a  fufficient  num¬ 
ber  of  cannon  and  other  warlike  inftruments 
and  ammunition,  but  railed  a  good  battery 
in  the  night  time,  upon  which  the  luccefs  of 
his  projeCt  depended. 

R  Next 
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Next  morning,  the  Swedes  obferved  Tome 
of  the  Ruffian  gallies  to  row,  directing  their 
courfe  towards  this  ifland,  and  not  knowing 
what  intention  they  might  have,  they  caufed 
both  the  praams  to  warp  into  the  before- 
mentioned  deep  paflage,  either  to  prevent 
their  paflage  into  the  bay,  or  their  landing 
on  the  ifland.  The  larged  praam,  called  the 
Hercules,  fufpeding  no  danger,  took  her  Ra¬ 
tion  oppofite  to  the  Ruffian  hidden  battery, 
at  a  very  inconsiderable  diftance  from  it,  and, 
when  they  were  making  difpoOdons  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  operations  of  the  Ruflian  gallies,  the 
battery  fired  upon  them  mod  unexpectedly, 
fuddenly  covering  the  Hercules  with  hand- 
granadoes  and  (mail  bombs,  which  prefently 
put  an  end  to  their  fighting  ;  and  fcarcely 
had  the  Ruffian  granadoes  done  all  their  ex¬ 
ecution,  when  a  body  of  brave  men  made 
themfelves  maflers  of  this  praam,  which  very 
fbon  filenced  the  othqr  ;  upon  which  all  the 
tranfports  in  the  bay  became  a  prize  to  the 
Ruffians.  The  want  of  provisions,  no  pro- 
fpect  of  Supplies  getting  to  them,  and  an  im- 
poflibility  of  retreating,  forced  them  to  capi¬ 
tulate,  by  wliich  they  obliged  themfelves  to 
evacuate,  in  a  limited  time,  the  province  of 
Finland  ;  but  the  preliminaries  of  the  peace 
were  ratified  at  this  time,  which  put  an  end 
to  the  war,  and  it  was  hadened  by  Mr 
Keith’s  maflerly  and  decifive  operations. 

By 
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By  this  peace  the  Ruffians  obtained  all  th? 
Finland  territories  eaft  of  the  got  or  river 
ICeyniene,  and  this  was  declared  to  be  an  e- 
temal  peace  and  friendfhip  between  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  and  Swedifli  nations ;  in  conference  of 
'which  Prince  Adolph  Frederick  adminiftra.- 
tor  of  Holftein  and  Bifhap  ©fLuJbeck,  was 
declared  fucceflor  to  the  crown -of  (Sweden. 
The  plenipotentiaries  figned  this  peace  on 
the  1 4th  day  of  June,  apd  having  been  ap¬ 
proved  of  by  the  dates  of  Sweden,  it  was 
proclaimed  in  Stockholm  on  the  30th  lame 
month*;  Though.  it  caufed  an  pniverfal  joy 
Lathe  more  lenfible,  men  in  Sweden,  yet  the 
yfil4:,  barbarous  Dalc?rlians  railed  lbrae  di- 
ilurbam e  in  Stockholm  j  for  a  body  of  be- 
;  tween  four  and  five  thoufand  of  them  aflem- 
bled*  and,  haying  approached  near  the  city, 
the  King  went  himfelf  to  them,  and,  in  the 
moft  friendly  manner,  advlled  them  to  re¬ 
turn  into  their  own  couutry,  which  tfiey  prp- 
mifed  to  do  ;  yet  no  fooner  was  the  King  re¬ 
turned  to  his  palace,  than,  in  a  very  rude 
manner,  they  entered  Stockholm,  and  feized 
upon  fix  pieces  of  cannon  ;  and,  at  laft,  their 
boldnefs  grew  to  luch  height,  that  they  fired 
upon,  wounded,  and  killed  fome  oftheKing’s 
men.  Notwithftanding  all  this,  the  good 
-old  King,  hoping  to  fave  the  lives  of  many 
of  his  fubjects,  lent  to  them,  and  uled  all 
friendly  means  to  get  them  to  return  to  their 
duty;  but  at  lalt,  feeing  every  attempt  fail, 

ed 
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ed,  the  King  ordered  his  guards  to  march  a- 
gainft  them,  and  ftill  unwilling  to  do  great 
execution,  only,  as  was  laid,  one  piece  of 
cannon  being  fired  amongft  them,  killed  40 
and  wounded  many.  This  had  the  defired 
effect;  they  threw  down  their  arms,  and  call¬ 
ed  out  for  mercy ;  however,  three  or  four 
hundred  were  taken  into  cuftody  to  be  tried 
for  their. outrages. 

On  the  1 6  th  July,  Lieutenant-general  Bo- 
denbrock  was  beheaded  ;  but  Count  Lowen- 
hopt  fuffered  only  on  the  30th  of  that  month, 
occafioned  by  the  nobility’s  ufing  all  their 
intereft  for  his  pardon,  and  in  the  mean¬ 
while  his  making  his  efcape  out  of  prifon  ; 
but  he  was  unfortunately  taken  by  fome 
brutal  captain,  juft  as  he  was  going  on  board 
a  (hip,  cloathed  in  a  failor’s  drefs ;  and  not- 
withftanding,  it  was  faid,  that  the  whole  bo¬ 
dy  of  nobility,  and  privately  the  King,  ufed 
their  utmoft  intereft  and  policy  to  get  him 
faved,  this  could  not  be  effected,  as  it  was 
©ppofed  by  the  clergy  and  peafants. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XI. 

Concerning  the  different  Affairs  and  Anecdotes 
which  happened  during  the  Courfe  of  the 
Tear  1743*  ; 

THE  firft  thing  worth  dbferving  this  year 
is  a  memorable  edrCt,  ordering  all  ge¬ 
neral  officers  to  pay  twenty  per  cent,  of  their 
falaries,  and  thole  of  the  medical  faculty  fif¬ 
teen  per  cent .  The  generals  paid  it,  and  I 
had  no  objection.  I  do  not  know  how  it 
could  happen  fo  generally,  bnt  fo  it  really  did 
happen,  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  phyfi- 
cians  and  furgeons,  not  jointly,  but  feparate- 
ly,  petitioned  their  chancery,  imploring  the 
Emprefi’s  lenity,  reprefenting  the  hardfhips 
which  they  had  fuffered  through  the  war, 
their  being  foreigners,  and  the  diftrefs  it 
would  caufe  them  who  had  families  to  pro¬ 
vide  for,  to  pay  fuch  impdfition,  which  only 
was  incumbent  upon  the  natives  of  Ruffia,and 
the  mod  wealthy.  This  had  the  effeCl;  for 
every  one  belonging  to  the  Ruffian  fervice, 
whether  in  the  army  or  in  the  fleet,  did  pay 
their  appointed  proportion,  except  thofe  be¬ 
longing  to  the  faculty  ;  for  which  thanks 
were  due  to  Count  Leftoig,  who  effectually 
reprefented  the  hardfhips  put  upon  that  re- 
fpeCtable  body  of  men  under  his  directions. 

The 
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The  royal  family,  who  were  kept  in  cufto- 
dy  at  Riga  in  Livonia,  to  which  city  they 
were  lent,  after  having  been  captivated  by 
the  Emprefs  Elifabeth,  were  very  unfortu¬ 
nate  this  year  ;  for,  in  the  month  of  January, 
they  being  at  that  time  confined  in  the  ci¬ 
tadel  of  Riga,  but  not  clofc,  -nor  rigo- 
roufiy  looked  after,  three  hundred  of  the 
guards  were  the  troops  who  were  appointed 
to  take  care  of  them,  it  feems  Prince  Ernefl 
Ulrick  began  to  be  unealy  under  his  confine¬ 
ment.  It  was  faid,  that  he  had  exprefled 
himfelf  to  his  Princefs  in  the  molt  pathetic 
manner,  propofipg  to  make  his  elcape,  with 
,hppes  foon  to  relieve  her  and  her  young  fa¬ 
mily,  to  which  file  would  not  agree,  rather 
chufing  death  than;  a  reparation  from  him. 
Determined  however,  he  drefled  himfelf,  un¬ 
known  to  her,  in  women’s  cloaths,  polled  the 
guards,  without  fuipicion,  and  walked  to¬ 
wards  the  wall  next  die  river,  wliich  is  not 
high.  (A  defeription  of  this  city  will  be  given 
afterwards,  when  I  relate  my  travels  in  theJe 
countries.)  He  had  fcarcely  readied  the 
place  where  he  defigned  to  get  over,  when 
he  was  overtaken  and  feized  by  the  guards, 
who; had  the  only  information  of  his  el'cape 
from  his  own  Princels,  who,  as  was  already 
faid,  coukl  not  think  of  living  without  his 
company. 

The  commander  of  the  guards,  not  know¬ 
ing  how  to  behave  with  1‘uch  illuftrious  pri- 

lo  net's. 
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foners,  applied  to  Field-marfhal  Count  Lacy 
for  direflions,  who  fent  them  all  to  the  ftrong 
cattle  called  Dunamunde,  fituated  in  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Dwina,  and  ought  pro¬ 
perly,  according  to  the  meaning  of  the  Ger¬ 
mans,  who  gave  it  this  name,  to  be  called 
Dwina-mundt  or  mouth.  In  this  cattle  this  il- 
luttrious  and  unfortunate  family  was  kept  but 
for  a  fhort  time,  when  orders  arrived  from 
Peterfburgh,  to  tranfport  them  fouthward  to 
a  cattle  called  Ivanburgh,  which  formerly  be¬ 
longed  to  the  famous  Priuce  Menzicoff,  fi¬ 
tuated  in  the  province  of  Veronitz.  They 
were  not  kept  very  long  there,  where  the 
Princefe  Anne  of  Mecklemburgh  died,  till 
they  again  were  tranfported  to  Oran  burgh. 
They  were  likewife  kept  but  a  fliort  time 
there,  when  they  were  again  tranfported  to 
fome  ifland  in  the  White  Sea.  The  above 
account,  which  I  have  given  of  that  unfor¬ 
tunate  illuftrious  family,  I  do  not  fay  is  abfo- 
kitely  true,  but  I  can  aver  that  this  is  what 
has  been  whifpered,  as  it  were,  to  me,  and 
was  faid  to  be  true  ;  for,  in  theie  times,  it 
was  mod  dangerous,  fo  much  as  to  mention 
any  thing  belonging  to  them.  They  never 
were  fpoken  of  but  amongft  true  friends  ; 
nor  did  I  ever  hear  any  thing  more  about 
them,  except  the  melancholy  accounts  we 
lately  were  informed  of  by  the  news-papers, 
too  hard  for  me  to  recite,  and  too  cruel 

for 
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for  any  Chriftian  to  believe,  were  the  clear* 
the  too  clear  proofs,  not  extremely  evident ! 

A  plot  was  difcovered  this  year  in  July 
at  St  Peterfburgh,  which,  though  I  can  give 
a  very  true  account  of  it,  I  could  willi  that  I 
could  have  been  held  excufed  ;  and  only  be- 
caufe,  in  my  opinion,  it  throws  a  dark  veil 
over  the  general  good  opinion  men  had  of 
the  tender  lentitnents  of  the  late  Emprefs 
Elifabeth  j  but  my  promile  to  give  a  true  ac¬ 
count  of  whatever  I  knew,  obligeth  me  to 
give  the  following  narration  of  barbarity  and 
cruelty,  for  a  crime  very  black,  if  true,  but, 
in  many  countries  in  Europe,  the  proofs 
would  not  have  been  fufficient  to  incarcerate 
them,  far  lcfs  punifh  them.  Mr  Falkenberg, 
lieutenant  in  the  navy,  formerly  adjutant  to 
the  late  Admiral  Gordon,  was  the  perfon 
who  difoovered  this  plot,  which  was  in  the 
following  manner  :  After  Admiral  Gordon’s 
death,  which  happened  in  the  year  1741, 
this  perfon  was  appointed  to  do  his  duty  in 
the  fleet  as  lieutenant ;  he  was  mailer  of,  and 
underllood  well,  all  the  European  living  lan¬ 
guages,  and  therefore  was  very  proper  for 
being  a  firfl,  or  adjutant-general  to  a  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  whole  navy  of  Ruflia, 
who  never  exaflly  underllood  the  language, 
nor  could  neither  read  nor  write  it.  Many 
tran factions  happened  in  the  fleet  of  no  bad 
confequence  to  the  Empire,  nor  to  the  general 
good  of  the  navy  ;  but  purely  perlbnal,  to 
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private  officers,  fuch  a a  fending  them*  con. 
traiy  to  the  regulations  of  the  Empire,  to 
diftant  places,  and  Upon  hard  duty,  when  it 
was  not  their  office;  out  pf  courfe,  and  when 
Others  ought  to  have  been  appointed*  and 
probably  for  taking  bribes  to  get  them  excu- 
fed  by  the  admiral;  During  the  admiral’s 
lifetime  no  notice  was  taken  of  this  practice; 
but  after  his  death  many  complained  to  the 
board  of  admiralty,  not  againft  the  admiral, 
but  againft  Falkenberg*  holding  him  only 
guilty.  Every  one  was  very  certain  that  fre¬ 
quently  the  admiral  did  not  know  any  thing 
Of  thele  affairs,  which  he  had  entrufted  Fal- 
kenbeig  with,  which  is  too  often  the  cafe  in 
all  countries;  Falkenberg  was  in  St  Pe- 
-  terfburgh  at  this  time.folliciting  the  admiralr 
ty  about  fome  affair;  and  as  it  neceffarily  coft 
him  all  his  attention  to  make  friends  there, 
where  he  liad  not  been  a  little  blackened,  he 
Was  glad  of  all  opportunities  of  paying  his 
ref^e^s  to  any  of  the  great  men  in  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  and  dfewhere.  Mr  Alexander  Zi- 
bin  was  general  commiflary  in  the  fleet,  a  - 
place  of  great  honour  and  truft.  He  having 
been  invited  to  dinner,  with  many  others,  at 
Lieut.  Gen.  Lapuchine’s  houfe,  took  Falken¬ 
berg  with  him,  dreading  no  ill  from  him, as  he 
imagined  him  to  be  very  knowing  and  an  ex¬ 
cellent  table  companion,  which  indeed  he  was. 
After  dinner,  when  the  gentlemen  were  ta¬ 
king  their  glafs,  the  difeourfe  happened  to 
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be  about  the  unfortunate  branches  of  the  roy¬ 
al  family,  probably  too  warmly  coinmilera¬ 
ting  their  diftrefles,  and  pointing  out  their 
good  qualifications,  and  rights  to  the  throne, 
Mr  Falkenberg  did  not  join  in  this  difcourfe, 
but  rofe  from  the  table,  pretending  fome  Hid¬ 
den  indifpofition,  immediately  took  poft,  and 
rode  ftraight  to  the  Emprefs,  then  in  Peters- 
hoff.  What  he  faid  is  not  known,  but  upon 
his  information,  exprefles  were  fent  immedi¬ 
ately  off  to  St  Peterfburgh,  and  the  Emprels 
and  whole  court  drove  as  fuddenly  there  as 
was  poffible  ;  and,  for  the  greater  fecurity, 
Mr  Falkenberg  had  the  honour  of  a  feat  in 
the  Emprefs’s  own  coach.  The  following 
perfons  were  taken  under  arreft  in  the  midft 
of  their  mirth,  moll  unexpectedly  :  Lieute¬ 
nant-general  Lapuchinfe  and  his  Lady,  his 
fon  Lieutenant-colonel  Lapuchine,  and  the 
Countefs  Beftucheff,  Mr  Zibin,  Kneas  Puta- 
tin,  Ivan  Mofhkoff,  and  Madam  Lilienfield. 
They  were  inftantly  fent  to  the  cattle,  and  le- 
cured  in  different  prifons,  to  prevent  any 
communication.  Soon  after  this,  a  trial  was 
brought  on  before  the  following  judges,  viz. 
the  Inquifitor-general  Ulhakoff,  Prince  Tru- 
betfkoi,  and  the  Privy-counfellor  Lefioig.  I 
was  informed,  and  believe  my  information  to 
be  true,  whatever  was  alledged  to  the  con¬ 
trary,  and  expofed  to  the  world  by  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  court  of  St  Peterfburgh,  that 
they  were  found  guilty  only  of  talking,  as  I 
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&id  above,  imprudently ;  for  after  their  in- 
quifition  and  trial  was  quite  over,  a  very 
great  heat  happened  to  rile  amongft  the 
judges  and  the  minifters  of  the  cabinet ;  in 
which*  words,  and  perfonaj  reflections,  al¬ 
together  unbecoming  gentlemen,  efpecially 
of  fo  high  and  diftinguifhed  a  rank,  happen¬ 
ed,  which  were  the  beginning  of  animolity 
between  Mr  Beftucheff,  whofe  lifter’s  life  was 
at  ftake,  and  Privy-counfeljor  Leftoig,  which 
never  ended  til}  Leftoig  was  banilhed.  Of 
all  the  judges,  Leftoig,  a  Hanoverian,  though 
a  foreigner,  was  the  foremoft,  not  only  re¬ 
quiring  that  they  Ihould  fuffer  death,  but  the 
moft  cruel  death  which  the  laws  of  Rufiia  in- 
fliCfs  upon  any  criminals  ;  The  reft  of  the 
judges  were  abfolutely  againft  fuch  cruelty, 
but  agreed  with  Leftoig  that  they  deferred 
to  die.  Mr  Beftucheff,  finding  that  eafy  ar¬ 
guments  would  have  no  effeCl,  loft  his  pati¬ 
ence,  and  with  it  part  of  his  reafon,  and  ob- 
ferved  to  Leftoig,  in  a  jeering  manner,  that, 
by  the  laws  of  Great-Britain,  lurgeons  and 
butchers  never  were  permitted  to  be  jury¬ 
men,  nor  Ik  in  judgment  on  the  lives  qf 
their  fellow-creatures.  Leftoig  had  no  pati¬ 
ence  to  argue  calmly  with  the  grand  chancel¬ 
lor,  or  retort  in  his  own  fatirical  manner ; 
but  at  once  called  the  chancellor  by  the 
worft  of  names,  and  lcarcely  could  be  kept 
from  plunging  his  fword  into  his  heart.  The 
chancellor,  very  angry,  and  highly  affront¬ 
ed, 
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ed,  retired  precipitately,  threw  himfelf  at  the 
Emprefs’s  feet,  and  begged  that  juftice 
might  take  place,  and  that  Leftoig  might 
be  puniihed  for  daring  to  threaten,  and  fa 
gfofsly  affront  the  greateft  fubjeft  in  Ruftifi, 
The  Ernprels  obferved  to  the  chancellor,  that 
he  was  very  much  tp  blame  to  talk  in 
fo  very  biting  a  manner  to  a  matt  of 
Leftoig’s  known  ungovernable  paflion  j  but 
faid,  that  (he  would  fend  for  him,  and  ordcf 
him  to  alk  pardon  of  the  grand  chancellor, 
and  get  peace  eftablilhed  between  them ;  but, 
thongh  despotic,  (he  had  promifed  more 
than  fhe  could  perform ;  for  when  this  was 
propofed  by  herfelf  to  Leftoig,  he  flew  into 
the  moft  unbecoming  paflion  :  He  ackttow* 
ledged,  that  he  had  offended  her  Imperial 
Majefty,  only  by  impudently  having  been 
forced  into  fuch  paflion  in  the  cabinet,  and 
,  threatening  one  whom  (he  bad  honoured 
■with  the  honourable  title  and  power  of  grand 
chancellor,  threw  himfelf  at  her  feet,  and 
implored  her  pardon,  which  very  readily 
was  granted :  He  then  rofe,  thanked  her  Ma- 
jefty  for  her  great  clemency  to  him,  but  faid, 
with  a  determined  countenance,  that  he 
fooner  would  luffer  the  moft  cruel  death, 
than  fuhrait  to  afk  pardon  of  a  man  whom 
he  could'  not  efteem.  Upon  this,  the  Em- 
prefs  ordered  him  out  of  her  prefence  ; 
and,  though  Leftoig  retained  all  his  ho¬ 
norary  titles,  and  alfo  his  power  in  the  me¬ 
dicine- 
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dicine-chapcery,  yet  from  this  time  a  dark 
cloud  hung  over  his  head,  which  at  laft,  in  the 
year  1 748,  burft,  by  Beftucheff’s  intrigues, 
and  a  fecond  time  hurried  the  honeft,  fbolifh, 
hardy,  unfortunate  Leftoig  into  baniftunent, 
die  only  man  who  had  placed  the  Emprefs 
on  her  father’s  throne.  I  (hall  only  add, 
that  (enterics  of  the  moft  cruel  deaths  were 
palled  upon  the  greateft  number ;  but  the 
Emprefs  appointed  their  different  punkh* 
ments  as  follows  $ 

A  large  ftage  was  built  before  the  fenace- 
houfe,  upon  which  the  criminals  fuffered,  on 
die  31ft  day  of  Auguft  1745,  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  cruel  unbecoming  manner:  General 
Lapuchinc,  his  Lady,  and  fon,  differed  the 
painful  and  fhameful  punifhment  of  the 
knout,  and  had  their  tongues  cut  out,  as 
did  Countefs  Anna  Beftucheff  the  grand 
chancellor’s  lifter.  Ivan  Molhkoff,  and 
Kneas  Putatin  were  knouted,  and  Zibin  was 
whipped.  Madam  Lielienfield  was  retained 
in  ptifon,  as  fhe  was  with  child,  then  whip¬ 
ped,  and  &U  were  fent  into  bauifhment.  A 
few  more  were  deprived  of  their  honorary 
titles,  and  ordered  to  live  on  their  eftates,  as 
it  feems  fufficient  proof  was  not  produced, 
and  only  their  connections  with  the  above 
mentioned  criminals,  were  the  caufes  of  their 
dilgrace.  Such  misfortunes  happen  frequent¬ 
ly  in  Ruflia.  The  Countefs  Beftucheff,  when 
brought  to  the  place  of  punifhment,  had  a 
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ribbon  about  her  neck,  and  at  it  was  hang¬ 
ing  a  family-piece,  a  gold  crofs,  richly  befet 
with  diamonds,  the  impudent  executioner, 
(the  executioners  have  a  right  to  the  apparel 
of  fuch  criminals  by  the  laws  of  the  country) 
demanded  the  crofs  as  his  perquifite,  and, 
being  denied,  was  going  to  take  it  by  force, 
which  the  Countefs  would  not  part  with,  but 
with  her  life  :  The  executioner  was,  by  the 
general  of  police,  ordered  to  defift,  and  to 
inflift  the  punifhment  with  no  greater  feverir 
ty  than  be  had  done  upon  others.  The  vil¬ 
lain,  however,  when  he  cut  the  tongue,  drew 
it  as  far  out  of  her  mouth  as  he  could,  and 
cut  as  near  the  root  as  his  knife  could  reach, 
which  foon  put  an  end  to  her  miferabfe  life; 
for  (be  bled  to  death.  I  have  foipetimes  con- 
verfed  with  people  who  have  undergone  this 
punifhment,  when  reftored  to  their  former 
honours,  which  happens  frequently  at  chanr 
ges  of  government,  and  have  been  indulged 
to  fee  their  tongues  :  They  fpoke  very  intel¬ 
ligibly,  having  only  loft  but  a  very  ftnall  part 
of  the  point ;  but  then  the  executioner  is 
bribed,  and  the  officers  who  fuperintend 
thefe  difagreeable  punifhments  never  take  a- 
ny  notice  of,  nor  find  fault  with  lenity. 

Jf  this  terrible  punifhment  had  not  hap¬ 
pened,  nothing  could  have  made  me  believe 
that  the  Emprefs  Elifabeth  had  bad  any  fhare 
of  cruelty  in  her  foul  ;  as,  at  the  fame  time, 
(he  was  the  mod  magnanimous  political  good 
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Princfifs  ini  Europe,  dr  perhaps  in  the  world. 
Had  ihe  caufed  decollate  every  one  of  them* 
X  'would  have  entertained  a  greater  opinion 
of*  her  mercy  *  prudence  and  policy,  than 
fuch  rigorous  unheard  of  cruelty  will  permit 
me  to  do,  efpecially  when  the  delicacy  of  the 
X^adies,  her  own  fex,  and  their  rank  in  the 
■world  are  confidered !  It  (truck  me  with 
amazement  when- 1  was  told,  that  the  Ladies 
were  brought  upon  the  dage,  dripped  naked 
to  their  petticoats,  and,  in  this  (hameful 
manner,  hung  upon  fome  fcoundrel’s 
back,  and  knouted ;  afterwards,  dill  ex¬ 
po  fed  naked,  to  have  their  tongues  cut 
out !  The  fubjeft  being  very  difagreeable, 
I  (hall  fay  no  more  of  it,  but  give  fome  ac¬ 
count  of  Falkenberg.  He,  for  his  probity, 
was  made  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  foot,  by 
the  Emprefs’s  pofitive  order  •,  but  he  did  not 
enjoy  this  honour  long,  if  at  all,  with  the 
lead  fatisfaftion.  When  he  joined  his  regi¬ 
ment,  all  his  fubaltems  declined  having  any 
conneftions  with  him,  except  what  the  order 
of  duty  obliged  them.  In  lefs  than  fix 
months,  they  accufed  him  of  fome  crimes, 
of  which  it  is  hard  to  fay  whether  he  was 
guilty  or  not :  He  was  put  under  the  mod 
drift  aired,  and  orders  from  the  college  of 
war  were  frequently  repeated  to  bring  him 
to  a  trial  by  a  court-martial ;  but,  by  his 
(kill  and  cunning,  he  baffled  all  their  de- 
dgns,  though  they  had  no  fmaller  man  to 
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fpur  them  on  and  protect  them,  than  the 
Grand  Chancellor  Count  iieftucheff. 

When  I  arrived  in  Riga  in  the  year  1749, 
I  was  Tent  for  to  give  advice  about  Mrs  Fal- 
kenberg,  who  had  been  long  - ailing,  but 
would  not  go  till  I  was  ordered  by  Field- 
marfhal  Count  Lacy.  I  pitied  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  Lady,  who  had  contracted  ari  uncure- 
able  difeafe  by  want  of  exerclfe,  a  delicate 
conftitution,  and  grief ;  for,  though  (he  was 
not  confined,  (he  never  would  go  out  of  the 
houfe,  for  fear  of  her  hulband,  nor  would 
(he  permit  a  fervant  to  drels  any  food  for 
him,  as  long  as  (he  was  able ;  but  (lie  had 
been  confined  to  her  bed  long  before  I  went 
to  Riga.  He  was  much  diltrefled  for  her, 
but  feemed  to  be  altogether  indifferent  a* 
bout  his  then  fituation,  in  which  I  left  him 
in  the  year  1751.  My  vilits  in  that  houfo 
were  neither  frequent  nor  long  at  a  time,  for 
my  blood  was  like  to  freeze  all  the  time  I  was 
in  the  houfe.  I  never  could  look  upon  him 
but  with  terror,  well  remembring  the  horrid 
caufr  of  his  commencing  colonel ;  and  tho’ 
he  was  very  complaifimt  to  me,  yet  I 
never  could  relifli-  his  company,  but  pre¬ 
tended  bufinefs  to  be  gone,  as  foon  as  I  had 
given  fome  directions  about  his  Lady,  who 
delerved  much  better  fortune  than  to  have 
been  married  to  fuch  a  perfon. 

In  Ruflia,  it  is  as  dangerous  for  people  to 
be  in  the  company  of  any,  who  are  either 
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plotting  againft  the  government,  or  forming 
a  difcourle,  which  but  fo  much  as  borders 
as  it  were  upon  treafon,  or  can  any  way  be 
interpreted  treafonable,  without  immediate¬ 
ly  accufihjf  the  people  of  the  company,  as  it 
is  for  thole  who  were  actually  guilty*  Now, 
whether  Falkenberg  accufed  thole  unfortu¬ 
nate  people,  for  fear  of  himfelf,  or  purely 
with  a  fordid  view  to  advance  his  fortune,  I 
cannot  take  upon  me  to  determine  ;  only,  I 
dare  fey,  that  his  reafons  for  adling  in  this 
manner  were  not  guided  by  prudence,  neither 
Ihewed  he  the  leaft  goodnefs  of  heart.  Ma¬ 
ny  times  have  I  heard  people  talk  about  Hate 
allairs.  Which  I  have  thought  extremely  dan¬ 
gerous  ;  but  I  never  made  it  known  that  I 
had  taken  any  notice  of  their  difcourfe,  but 
abruptly  left  a  company,  when  I  fufpedled 
they  were  taking  too  great  liberties, 


CHAP.*  XII. 

Concerning  the  Affairs  between  Sweden  and 
Denmark. 

THE  unfortunate  Swedes  had  no  fooner 
confirmed  peace  with  Ruflia,  than  they 
were  threatened  by  Denmark  and  their 
own  diflaffedted  fubjedls,  many  of  them 
wanting  to  have  the  Prince  Royal  of  Den- 
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mark  declared  fucceflor  to  the  good  old 
King.  Sweden  would  undoubtedly  have 
been  in  the  utmoft  danger,  had  fhe  not 
been  powerfully  prote&ed  by  her  late  ene¬ 
mies  the  Ruffians  ;  for  the  Danes  were  ma¬ 
king  the  moft  formidable  preparations  in  their 
power,  to  attack  Sweden  by  fea  and  land, 
from  Norway  and  other  parts.  Add  to  this, 
the  affiftance  which  the  barbarous  Dalcarlians 
propofed  to  give  Denmark  ;  for  I  was  well 
informed,  that  great  bodies  of  thefe  people 
were  hovering  about,  all  armed,  in  readi- 
nels  to  join  the  Danes.  Sweden  finding  her- 
felfin  this  dangerous  fituation,  begged  for 
the  affiftance  of  the  Ruffians,  and  that  their 
late  conqueror.  General  Keith,  might  com¬ 
mand  thefe  troops. 

The  Einprefs  having  rcfolved  powerfully 
to  protett  the  Swedes,  ordered  General  Keith 
to  make  his  repair,  with  twelve  chofen  regi¬ 
ments,  to  Stockholm,  and  aft  according  to 
the  inftru&ions  given  him.  He  loft  no  time 
in  tranfporting  thefe  troops,  and,  till  the  cold 
weather  drew  on,  encamped  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Stockholm.  At  that  time,  the 
Dalcarlians  were  hovering  about  ;  but,  ha¬ 
ving  received  accounts  of  General  Keith’s 
having  arrived  at  Stockholm,  they  did  not 
think  proper  to  advance,  but  retired  into 
their  own  inhofpitable  country,  without 
commencing  any  hoftility  :  But  there  were 
very  many  difaffefted  throughout  all  Sweden, 

in 


Digitized  by  LjOoq  le 


TRAVELS.  i47 

in  Stockholm  itfelf,  in  the  diet,  and  in  the 
council :  However  at  laft  the  Biftiop  of  Lu- 
beck  was  declared  fucceflor  to  the  crown  of 
Sweden  in  prefence  of  the  old  King,  with 
very  great  lolemnity.  The  Danes  feeing  all 
hopes  of  getting  the  Prince  of  Denmark  e- 
lected  to  the  throne  of  Sweden  at  an  end, 
and  that  wife  king  fenfible  that  he  would 
draw  againft  him  the  whole  power  of  Ruffia, 
which  would  endanger  the  fwallowing  up  of 
both  thefe  fmall  kingdoms,  thought  proper 
to  fofpend  a  profecution  of  this  war,  and 
finally  confirm  a  folid  peace. 

One  tran faction  happened  in  Stockholm, 
which  the  reader  may  not  be  difpleafed  to  be 
informed  of,  and  this  I  had  from  good  au¬ 
thority.  As  winter  approached,  the  general 
took  up  his  winter  quarters  in  Stockholm, 
and  its  neighbouring  villages.  At  this  time, 
the  citizens  were  in  riiuch  the  fame  humour 
as  the  citizens  of  London  are  at  prefent,  tho* 
their  national  affairs  were  in  a  very  different 
fituation.  The  Sw’edes,  that  is  to' fay,  the 
Swedish  mob,  no  doubt  headed,  underhand, 
by  many  of  their  principal  men,  defpifed 
both  their  king  and  government,  and  upon 
all  occafions  fhewed  their  unreafonable  dip- 
content.  Tho’  the  affiftance  of  the  Ruffians 
was  warmly  applied  for  and  obtained,  yet 
thefe  vermin  took  all  opportunities  of  aP 
fronting  the  officers,  ahd  maltreating  the 
foldiers.  The  general  had  reprefented  thefe 
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excefTes  properly,  but  could  only  obtain  po¬ 
lite  promifes.  It  was  well  enough  known 
that  both  the  king,  fucceflor,  and  the  more 
fenfible  counfellors  were  very  much  grieved 
at  thefe  outrages,  but  durft  not,  it  Teems, 
take  proper  means  to  reftore  order :  When 
they  were  at  the  height  of  their  madnefs, 
one  day  as  the  general  was  returning  into 
the  city  from  a  vilit,  his  coach  was  unex¬ 
pectedly  flopped  at  the  port,  and,  upon  enr 
quiring  what  could  be  the  caufe  of  this,  was 
told  that  they  only  wanted  to  fearch  for  un- 
cuftomed  goods.  This  piece  of  info- 
lence  finifhed  their  career ;  the  general  or¬ 
dered  one  thoufand  men  to  mount  guard, 
and  commanded  one  hundred  to  every  port 
in  the  city,  and  that  officers  and  foldiers 
fhould  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs,  and  take 
their  fleep  in  their  cloaths,  compleatly  armed. 
At  the  fame  time,  he  commanded  his  men 
to  feize  all  diforderly  people,  difperfe  all 
mobs,  and  repel  force  by  force.  The  Swe- 
difhmob  looked  upon  all  this  as  a  bravado, 
and  inftantly,  as  it  were,  began  to  afc 
femble  with  much  noife  ;  but  the  Ruffians . 
foon  laid  hold  of  them,  with  very  little 
bloodfhed,  or  difficulty  :  After  thefe  hot¬ 
headed  fools  had  experienced  but  a  little  of 
the  Ruffian  difeipline,  they  defifled,  and  be¬ 
came  very  fuddenly  and  unexpectedly  as 
peaceable  as  any  in  the  kingdom  of  Sweden. 
M*fly  of  the  counfellors,  however,  looked  up¬ 
on 
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joji  this  as  a  very  great  outrage,  and  obliged 
their  king  to  require  the  general  to  defift.  To 
many  paper  attacks,  the  general  only  gave 
(determined,  refolute,  clear,  rpafpnable  aqr 
lwersj  at  laft,  they  had  a  meeting  with  the 
.general  in  prefence  of  the  king,  where  the 
general  had  an  opportunity  of  telling  them 
of  all  the  outrages  which  their  mad  citizens 
had  committed  againft  the  Radians  altoge¬ 
ther  unprovoked;  of  the  many  complaints  he 
had  made  about  thefe  exceffes,  without  hav¬ 
ing  received  the  leaft  fatisfadion,  and  con¬ 
cluded  by  affuring  them  that  he  flionld  take 
all  care  to  caufe  punUh  any  of  his  foldiers, 
who  might  be  guilty  of  any  fault  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Sweden  ;  but  at  die  fame  time  was 
determined  to  proted  and  do  juftice  to  his 
foldiers  wherever  he  fhoukl  command,  fee¬ 
ing  he  could  get  no  redrefe  from  them. 
It  was  faid,  and  it  appears  to  be  true,  that 
whatever  the  general  did  was  extremely  a- 
greeaWe  to  the  king,  though  policy  prevent¬ 
ed  his  Majefty  from  pubUckly  acknowledg¬ 
ing  it.  -  But  When  he  left  Sweden,  the  many 
prefents  he  got,  the  great  diftinguifhed  ho¬ 
nours  the  king  and  his  fucceflor  conferred 
on  him,  with  the  gracious  reception  he  met 
with  from  the  Emprcfs  at  his  return, fervp 
to  confirm  the  truth  of  this. 

Tills  year  the  Caracalpake  Tartars  obtain¬ 
ed  liberty  to  trade  with  the  people  of  Aftra- 
chan ;  But  they  never  came  into  the  city, 
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and  encamped  at  the  diflance  of  eight  or 
ten  verfts  from  it,  where  the  Aftrachan  mer¬ 
chants  and  Tartars  went,  but  I  never  was 
informed  that  their  commerce  was  of  any 
advantage.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  they  decamped  and  returned  home¬ 
wards  :  But  a  body  of  Kalmucks,  altoge¬ 
ther  unknown  to  the  government  of  Aftra- 
chan,  way-laid  them,  and  made  booty  of 
a  great  deal  of  their  cattle  and  merchandize. 

As  the  march  of  the  three  regiments,  be¬ 
fore  taken  notice  of,  was  altogether  precipi¬ 
tate,  no  proper  magazines  for  the  ufe  of  the 
hofpital  were  eftablifhed.  Mr  Malloch,  as 
before  mentioned,  died  laft  year,  and  no 
principal  furgeon  having  as  yet  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  take  care  of  thefe  troops,  I  was 
ordered  to  overfee  them  and  alfo  the  garri- 
fon,  which,  joined  to  my  proper  duty,  was 
very  fatiguing  to  me.  I  had  already  given 
in  two  petitions  to  the  government’s  chan¬ 
cery  reprefenting  the  extreme  neceflity  of 
the  lick  without  having  received  any  fatisfac- 
tory  anfwer  ;  and  one  morning  as  I  entered 
the  governor’s  hall  with  a  third  petition  for 
the  relief  of  the  lick,  and  another  to  be  fent 
to  the  Medicine  Chancery,  begging  that 
they  would  reprefent  thefe  afFairs  to  the 
college  of  war,  and  alfo  to  fend  to  my  re¬ 
lief  a  chief  furgeon  to  take  care, of  the  army, 
I  was  not  a  little  furprifed  to  hear  the  go¬ 
vernor  in  a  very  violent  paffion  at  fome  dra¬ 
goon 
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goon  officers,  for  having  loft,  as  he  faid,  by 
their  carelefsnefe,  three  hories,  threatening 
that  they  ftiould  pay  for  them.  I  waited  till 
he  had  done,  and  then,  in  the  moft  reipedt- 
ful  manner,  went  and  prefented  my  petiti¬ 
ons  ;  but  he  having  been  in  a  paffion  with  the 
officers,  gave  me  fome  diiagreeable  anfwer, 
telling  me  that  he  never  had  been  fo  much 
plagued  before  this  with  any  of  the  pro- 
feffion.  I  anlwered  him  that  I  was 
engaged  in  a  very  troublefome  bufi- 
nefs,  which  properly  did  not  belong  to 
me  :  But  that  all  my  endeavours  to  cure 
people,  who  were  not  duly  provided  with 
proper  food,  would  prove  abortive,  and 
therefore  defired  that  he  would  caufe  fome 
other  take  care  of  them  :  At  this,  however 
reafonable,  he  ftormed  not  a  little.  As  I 
was  confcious  of  having  faithfully  done  my 
duty  ever  fince  my  entering  into  the  fervice, 
and  efpecially  as  1  never  had  been  treated  in 
iuch  a  manner,  I  frankly  told  his  excel* 
lency  that  it  feemed  very  ftrange  to  me,  to 
have  heard  him  reprove  the  officers,  who 
were  prefent,  for  the  lofs  of  one  or  three 
horfes,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  fall  into  a 
paffion  with  a  perfon  for  adting  up  to  the 
lenfe  of  Peter  the  Great’s  regulations.  I  up¬ 
on  this  occafion  faid  a  great  deal  more,  not 
regarding  whether  he  had  ordered  me  under 
arreft  or  not ;  for  I  fpoke  with  due  refpedt, 
and  only  reprefented  the  miferable  conditi¬ 
on 
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on  of  the  hofpitals  ;  and  when  I  had  done  t 
retired  very  well  fatisfied  that  I  had  cleared 
my  confcience.  In  about  an  hour’s  time  af¬ 
ter  this,  he  fent  for  me  to  the  chancery,  and 
there  told  me  that  he  had,  at  his  own  peril, 
appointed  a  captain  to  fuperintend  the  pro- 
vifions  for  the  ufe  of  the  fick,  and  to  a& 
there  as  commiflary,  and  had  appointed  him 
to  fee  that  every  thing  elle  ufeful  for  their 
recovery  (hould  be  bought  up,  and  kept  in 
readinefs,  and  at  the  fame  time  put  an  order 
with  my  petition  to  die  Jdedicine-chancery 
into  my  hands,  telling  me,  that  fince  I  had 
got  all  which  I  demanded,  there  would  be 
no  need  to  petition  the  chancery.  From 
this  date,  affairs  went  on  very  well,  and  the 
lick  recovered  fo  loon,  that,  before  their 
furgeon  in  chief  Mr  Pundt  arrived,  all  the 
hurry  and  confufion  was  over :  For  all 
which  care  and  exceflive  trouble  night  and 
day  I  only  received  from  the  Medicine- 
chancery  an  order,  telling  me  that  they  were 
well  fatisfied  with  my  care.  In  June  month, 
the  governor  (hewed  me  an  order  from  her 
Majefty,  amongft  other  things  commanding 
me  to  endeavour  to  recover  the  Khan’s  fon. 
Prince  of  the  Kalmucks  :  He  was  a  boy  a- 
bout  ten  or  eleven  years  of  age,  exceffive- 
ly  fat,  and  of  a  very  bad  habit  of  body, 
his  head  was  all  covered  over  with  the  word 
kind  of  the  ponigo :  When  any  of  the 
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fcabs  were  raifed,  underneath  the  flrin  was 
all  like  a  honey-comb*.  1  hefitated  not  to 
lay,  that  it  was  very  uncertain  whether  he 
was  curable,  but  I  fufpeCied  a  fudden  cure 
inight  prove  his  death.  The  governor,  howe¬ 
ver,  urged  a  trial  in  obedience  to  her  Maje- 
fty’s  order.  As  he  was  a  man  of  great  learn¬ 
ing,  good  lenfc*  and  realbn,  I  begged  that' 
he  would  endeavour  to  hold  me  excufed  to 
Her  Majefty,  confidering  that  I  had  too  good 
reafon  to  lufpeCl:  an  apoplexy  might  fiicceed. 
This  he  promifed  to  do,  and  effected  ac’cor* 
dingly.  Some  rime  after  that,  another  order 
from  St  Peterfburghcommanded  that  I  fhould 
attend  upon  him,  if  afflifted  with  any  other 
difeafo.  He  was  kept  in  a  pleafant  garden, 
not  far  from  my  hofpitah  I  heard  nothing 
concerning  him  till  OClober,  when,  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  I  wa9  fent  for.  When 
I  arrived  at  the  houfc,  I  found  him  in  an  in¬ 
curable  apoplectic  fit,  l’urrounded  with  forty 
or  fifty  priefts  ringing  hymns  for  his  recove¬ 
ry,  and  putting  up  their  prayers  to  heaven, 
not  doubting  of  their  potent  effeCt.  I  was 
told,  that  thefe  very  people  had  been  attempt¬ 
ing  to  cure  his  bead ;  and  that  they  had  ap¬ 
plied  many  tilings,  the  principal  of  which 
was  vitriol  and  verdegreafe.  Though  I  pro- 
gnofticated  his  death*  yet  I  directed  all  the 
Help  1  could  for  his  recovery,  without  fuc- 

U  cels ; 

*  Com  caput  immenfa  pexom  porrigine  ningit, 

Gopia  farris  uti  frendentibus  edita  faxis. 
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cefs ;  for  in  about  forty  eight  hours  he  ex¬ 
pired,  to  die  laft  quite  infenfible. 

One  day  about  the  middle  of  June,  I  was 
fent  for  by  the  governor’s  orders,  to  vifit  a 
prifoner,  who  had  cut  open  his  belly  from 
the  falfe  ribs  to  the  fpine  of  the  ilion.  He 
had  done  this  with  a  blunt  little  knife,  which 
it  feems  had  efcaped  the  fearch  of  his  keepers ; 
and  although  he  had  cut  quite  through  all 
die  teguments,  yet  the  knife  had  only  made 
a  fcarcely  perceptible  impreflion  on  fome  of 
the  inteftines,  which  he  was  fupporting  widi 
his  hands.  It  feems  that  his  keepers  had 
wrefted  the  knife  from  him  before  he  could 
make  any  other  attempt.  As  no  delicacy 
was  to  be  ufed  with  fuch  patients,  I  lewed 
up  the  wound  with  a  large  and  fhtong  fkain 
of  filk  ;  and  as  the  fellow  preffed  againft  me 
with  all  his  force,  endeavouring  to  break  the 
futu  re,  I  entered  the  needle  i  n  to  the  peritoneum , 
at  lead  one  inch  on  each  fide  of  the  wound  : 
And  this  fellow  was  cured  by  the  application 
of  no  other  medicine  than  being  fomented  with 
a  little  corn  fpirits,  for  the  Ruffians  allow  of 
no  medicines  for  people  who  deferve  death ; 
and,  what  is  very  furprifing,  he  fuffered  the 
painful  torture  of  the  knout  about  fix  weeks 
after  this  happened. 

Though  out  of  time  and  place,  for  which 
I  beg  my  reader’s  forgivenefs,  as  I  have  re¬ 
lated  but  one  example  of  the  cruel  punifh- 
ments  in  Ruflia,  I  forgot  to  mention  what 
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happened  in  Aftrachan  laft  year.  It  is  uni- 
verlally  known,  that  the  Emprefs  Elizabeth 
made  a  vow  not  to  let  any  malefarior  be  pu- 
nifbed  with  death,  fora  limited  time,  which 
flic  renewed,  and,  I  believe,  kept  dll  her 
death.  The  governor,  TatifhofF,  got  early 
notice,  that  the  Emprefs  was  going  to  lend 
orders  for  that  purpofe  to  all  her  governors 
through  all  her  wide  extended  dominions. 
Tatifhoff  had  at  that  time  about  300  prifon- 
ers,  who  deforved  death  by  the  laws  of  Ruffia, 
they  bring  ridier  robbers,  pirates,  or  mur¬ 
derers.  So  fbon  as  he  received  that  piece  of 
ufefid  intelligence,  he  determined  inftantly  to 
clear  the  jails  of  fo  many  ufelefs  men,  who 
required  about  1 50  fbldiers  to  keep  guard. 
He  therefore  ordered  five  gallowfos,  fuch  as 
that  at  Tyburn,  to  be  built,  fome  wheels  and 
gibbets.  In  the  mean  time  he  proceeded  in 
examining  and  reprieving  or  condemning, 
till  the  jails  were  quite  clear.  I  never  cared 
to  foe  mankind  put  to  death,  or  otherwife 
cruelly  treated  ;  and  therefore  I  faw  only  fix, 
the  laft  of  that  great  number,  who  fuftered  at 
that  time ;  and  this  was  the  reafon  qf  my 
going  at  this  time.  I  was  well  allured,  that 
one  of  thefo  pirates  had  confefled  voluntari¬ 
ly,  that  he  had  murdered  in  cold  blood  fix- 
teen  unfortunate  merchants,  amongft  whom 
were  many  Indians,  who,  it  is  well  known, 
being  worfliippers  of  fire,  never  attempt  to 
kill  any  creature ;  And  this  cruelty  he  exer- 
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died  as  a  piece  of  diverfion,  contrary  to  the 
prayers  of  all  his  wicked  brethren. 

The  Governor  could  not  help  afking  him 
'  the  reafon  he  had  for  cxerciling  fo  much 
cruelty  on  innocent  men.  He,  thinking 
that  he  was  only  to  be  hanged,  anfwered, 
that  every  one  had  their  own  different  plea- 
fures,  and  f hat  was  one  of  his :  And  added, 
that  it  was  fo  much  his  favourite  one,  that, 
faid  he,  if  I  was  fare  to  be  hanged  alive  by 
the  ribs  ;  was  I  at  liberty,  and  had  the  fame 
opportunity  I  had  formerly,  1  would  do  what 
I  formerly  did.  Upon  this  the  Governor 
pronounced  fentence  of  death  upon  him,  or-* 
idering,  that  he  fhould  fuffer  by  being  hung 
up  alive  by  the  ribs,  and  fhoukl  remain  hang¬ 
ing  till  he  was  quite  dead.  This  ftory  was 
immediately  told  thropgh  the  whole  city. 
When  I  heard  of  it,  I  doubted  not  that  I 
would  have  had  courage  to  have  feen  fuch  a 
monffer  punifhed,  if  it  were  poffible,  in  a 
more  cruel  manner,  and  therefore  refolved 
to  go.  The  officer  who  commanded  the 
guards  was  my  patient  and  acquaintance ;  I 
accordingly  walked  with  him.  The  Ruf¬ 
fians  have  no  fheriff,  any  officer  being 
thought  fufficient  to  fee  the  execution  per¬ 
formed.  I  was  enclofed  by  three  rows  of 
foldiers,  together  with  their  officers,  a  feW 
fpeCtators,  the  prieft,  malefactors,  and  exe¬ 
cutioners.  One  was  hanged,  two  loft  their 
heads  with  an  ax,  and  two  were  broken  by 
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the  wheel.  In  the  ordinary  way ;  but  this 
wretch,  who  was  rcierved  to  the  lift,  with** 
out  the  fmalleft  iign  of  uneafinefs  or  fear, 
whole  dreadful  vifage  frightened  me  and 
feveral  others,  went  and  laid  him  himfelf 
down  upon  the  bark  of  a  tree,  and  with  his 
own  hand  pulled  up  his  Hurt,  to  difcover  the 
ribs  on  his  right  fide.  The  executioner  im¬ 
mediately  cut  through  betwixt  die  feventh 
and  eighth  rib,  as  near  as  I  could  judge  at 
the  difiance  ;  and  in  attempting  to  cut  be¬ 
tween  the  i  oth  and  i  ith  his  knife  broke  near 
the  point.  He  had  not  another,  and  was 
going  to  fend  to  the  city  to  have  this  repair¬ 
ed,  when  the  malefaltor  called  out,  that  it 
would  take  up  too  much  time ;  adding,  that 
he  might  (harpen  it  himfelf ;  which  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  agreed  to.  And  thus  (harpened 
Upon  a  rough  free  ftone,  with  it  he  perform¬ 
ed  the  reft  of  the  operation  between  tile  tenth 
and  eleventh  ribs,  and  then  took  a  large  hook 
fixed  to  a  rope  at  one  end,  introduced  it  in¬ 
to  one  wound  and  pufhed  it  out  of  the  other 
near  the  point.  The  hook  was  ^perforated, 
the  hole  was  like  a  flit ;  into  this  the  execu¬ 
tioner  introduced  a  piece  of  thin  iron  doubled 
at  its  fmalleft  extremity,  which  he  prefled  a- 
funder,  and  fixed  it  fo  that  it  rendered  quite 
impoflible  for  the  malefa&or  to  unhook  hiin- 
felf.  During  this  long  painful  operation, 
the  malefaCVor  made  no  figns  of  uneafinefs, 
hut  afiifted  in  giving  directions.  The  rope 
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before  mentioned  was  run  over  a  pully  fixed 
at  the  end  of  the  gibbet ;  the  extreme  end 
was  held  by  one  of  the  executioners.  When 
all  was  ready,  they  pulled  him  up  hanging 
by  the  two  ribs  to  the  arm  of  the  gibbet,  let¬ 
ting  about  one  yard  of  the  rope  remain  be¬ 
tween  his  ribs  and  the  pully.  When  he  was 
pulled  from  the  ground  he  only  groaned, 
and  feized  hold  of  the  rope,  I  fuppofe,  to 
eale  the  pain,  with  his  hand ;  and  railed  at  the 
government,  no  doubt,  with  a  view  to  ir¬ 
ritate  the  officer  to  caufe  the  foldiers  (hoot 
him  :  But  in  this  he  was  deceived ;  for  the 
commander  having  appointed  proper  centi- 
nets,  marched  home.  This  miferable  crea¬ 
ture  died  on  the  third  day ;  nor  would  the 
goyernor  permit  him  to  be  (hot,  which  is 
fbmetimes  done. 

This  was  the  laft  execution  I  ever  faw  in 
Ruffia  ;  and  though  I  imagined  that  I  could 
have  with  pleafure  feen  fuch  an  abandoned 
barbarous  villain  torn  all  to  pieces,  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  defcribe  the  condition  1  was  in 
during  the  time  of  fo  terrible  punifhments ; 
and  though  I  took  a  few  glafles  of  wine,  yet 
I  frequently  had  near  fainted.  It  was  im- 
poffible  to  get  out  of  the  ring  of  foldiers,  for 
they  were  prefled  hard  by  many  thoufand 
people  behind. 
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CHAP.  XIII. 

Concerning  •what  happened  remarkable  in  RuJJla 
and  sfjlracban  during  the  courfe  of  the  year 
I744* 

RUss  i  a  was  this  year  at  peace'  with  all  her 
neighbours ;  nor  did  many  things  worth 
notice  happen  in  the  empire  or  Aftrachan. 
Ruff:  a  was  courted  by  the  belligerent  powers 
in  Europe  ;  by  the  Britifh,  to  aflid  them;  by 
the  French,  fincethey  found  that  policy  would 
not  allow  of  their  taking  their  fide  in  the 
quarrel,  at  lead  not  to  affift  their  enemies. 
The  minillers  on  both  fkles  of  the  difpute  at 
Mofcow  did  all  that  was  in  their  power  for 
the  intered  of  their  refpe<dive  maders.  Af 
lad,  word  was  brought  to  Adrachan,  that  the 
Marquis  de  Chetardie,  Who  had  been  greatly 
carefled  at  the  court  of  Rufiia,  ever  fince  the 
Enfprefs  Elizabeth  mounted  the  throne,  was 
fuddenly  fent  out  of  the  country  by  the  Em- 
prefs's  fpecial  orders,  under  the  guard  of  a  fer- 
jeant  and  a  few  foldiess,  to  convey  him  over  the 
borders  of  Rufiia,  iii  a  limited  time;  and  to  take 
care  that  he,  (Chetardie)  got  leave  to  fpeak 
with  none  till  he  was  out  of  the  empire  ;  faid 
to  be  occafioned  by  his  treafonable  practices 
againd  the  perfbn  of  her  Imperial  Majedy  ; 
concerning  which  a  refeript  was  fent  to  all 
the  foreign  ambafladors  at  that  court,  dated 
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the  6th  of  June.  This  was  as  ft  range  as 
Hidden  ;  nor  did  I  hear  any  rational  account 
of  it  till  I  arrived  in  St  Peterfburgh  in  the 
year  1748.  If  the  following  account  is  true. 
Which  I  believe  is  nearly  fo,  fcarcely  any 
hiftory  can  give  fuch  another  of  fo  much  le¬ 
nity  for  fo  hainous  crimes,  as  was  Ihown  this 
M&rquis.  He,  before  this,  had  received  many 
very  diftingnUhed  marks  of  the  Eniprefs’shigh 
and  lingular  efteem,  befidcs  many  very  va¬ 
luable  ptelents,  beyond  any  ever  conferred 
Upon  any  former  foreign  tninifter.  He  was 
honoured  with  the  Eretprefs’s  picture,  which 
he  wore  upon  his  bread:  fet  round  with  very 
rich  and  valuable  jewels*  He  was  alfo  ho¬ 
noured  with  the  order  of  St  Andrew,  adorn¬ 
ed  with  many  diamonds  of  great  vakte,  fuf- 
pcnded  by  a  chain  of  gold,  ornamented  with 
the  moft  brilliant  jewels*  The  laft  time  he 
arrived  in  Ruftia,  though  in  a  private  cha¬ 
racter,  and  no  ambaftador,  I  was  well  allu¬ 
red  that  he  was  received  at  Riga  with  honours 
only  due  to  a  crowned  head ;  and  had  the 
expences  of  his  journey  magnificently  de¬ 
frayed  by  the  Emprefs ;  and  now  he  was 
difmifled  under  the  cuftody  of  a  lerjeant,  a 
prifoner,  for  two  of  the  worft  crimes  in  the 
world,  treafon,  and  the  blackeft  ingratitude. 
At  this  time  the  Emprefs  Chewed  the  moft  re¬ 
markable  lenity  to  one  of  the  Vileft  wretches, 
when  compared  to  the  extreme  fe  verity  to 
her  own  fubjefts  for  only  unguardedly  /peak¬ 
ing, 
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ing,  39  was  taken  notice  of  formerly :  'Which 
indeed,  not  unreafonably,  rendered  her  cen-  • 
furable  by  knowing  men. 

The  following  is  the  account  I  had  from 
different  people,  in  which  they  all  agreed. 
Whilft  Marquis  Chetardie  was  in  the  very 
height  of  favour,  Ms  palace  was  fuddenly  be¬ 
fit  with  300  foldiers,  his  papers  were  feized, 
and  he  was  kept  a  fbift  prifoner  for  three 
days ;  during  which  time  he  did  not  ihew  a- 
ny  greatnefs  of  foul  >  e  contra ,  very  great 
weaknefs ;  probably  felf-condemned  by  his 
own -confidence,  and  expecting  the  punifti- 
aent  which  he  well  defer vcd.  The  ftory  is 
this?: Marquis  Chetardie  had  engaged  fome 
of  the  Emprefs’s  fubjedts,  not  only  to  de¬ 
throne  her,  who  had  loaded  him  with  ho¬ 
nours,  but  to  murder  her  in  the  mod  cruel 
manner,  by  burning  her  and  the  court,  by 
letting  fire  to  the  palace,  which  was  built  of 
wood ;  for  which  execution  he  had  engaged 
forty  wretches  to  perform  that  piece  of  dia¬ 
bolical  villainy  in  the  night 'time.  This  pa¬ 
lace  was  in  the  country,  diftant  about  two 
verfts  from  Mofcow.  Forty  men  were  actually 
fazed  in  one  night  by  the  guards,  and 
plenty  of  combuftible  compofitions  was  found 
upon  them,  which  could  be  for  no  other  pur- 
pofe.  An  ambaflador  from  a  court,which  I 
fhall  not  name,  though  it  cannot  be  efteemed 
dilrefpefiful  or  dishonourable  either  to  his 
country  or  to  himfelf,  difcovered  this  plot  by 
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means  of  his  fervant,  a  Frenchman,  who 
was  his  valet  de  chambre.  The  ambaflador 
came,  after  fome  rime,  to  underftand  that 
the  court  of  France  were  in  poilellion  of  all 
his  fecret  tran factions,  as  foon,  at  leaft,  if  not 
fooner,  than  his  own  court.  Being  a  man 
of  good  fenfe,  and  great  refolurion,  he  could 
fufpeft  none  of  his  fervants,  except  the 
Frenchman.  He  called  him  into  a  room  at 
a  diftance  from  the  reft  of  his  family,  and 
there  threatened  to  put  him  to  death,  if  he 
did  not  only  confefs  his  fault,  but  tell  him  c- 
very  adtion  he  had  done.  The  poor  wretch, 
afraid  of  inftant  death,  knowing  that  his 
mafter  would  have  put  his  threats  in  imme¬ 
diate  execution,  fell  at  his  feet,  and,  amongft 
other  things,  told  him, 

That  Cbetardie  had  promifed  him  five 
hundred  ducats,  and  already  had  partly  paid 
him  the  money,  in  order  to  get  his  fecrets. 
In  order  to  do  which,  he  one  day  had  a  pro¬ 
per  opportunity,  and  took  the  imprefTion  of 
the  key  of  hb  matter’s  cabinet,  where  all  his 
principal  papers  lay,  upon  a  piece  of  wax, 
by  which  means  he  got  a  key  made,  which 
opened  that  repofitory  ;  which  he  then  pro¬ 
duced  :  He  faid,  that  when  his  mafter  went 
abroad,  which  was  frequently  the  cafe,  he 
had  copied  all  hb  papers,  unperceived  by  a- 
ny  of  the  family,  and  delivered  them  to  the 
marquis  or  hb  fecretary,  and  alfo  the  keys 
or  cyphers  to  hb  letters  :  He  faid,  that  he 
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was  always  treated  with  great  refpedt  by  the 
marquis  and  his  family,  and  that  frequently 
they  fpoke  before  him,  without  any  reftraint, 
many  of  their  fecrets,  and  gave  his  m after 
at  that  time  fome  inftances,  which  he  knew 
to  be  true. 

Upon  this  information,  his  m after  granted 
him  his  life,  and  agreed  to  pay  him  one  thou- 
fand  ducats,  if  he  could  get  at  fome  focret 
doings  which  he  knew  the  marquis  was  a- 
bout  at  that  time  :  The  valet  promifed,  and, 
in  a  few  days  thereafter,  difcovered  the  hor¬ 
rid  plot  of  burning  the  palace,  of  which,  he 
fold,  amongft  many  other  pieces  of  intelli¬ 
gence,  he  was  preparing  to  fend  off  advice 
to  his  correfpondents  in  Paris  that  day.  I 
was  told  that  the  ambaflador  allured  his  va¬ 
let,  that,  if  this  piece  of  intelligence  proved 
true,  he  would  caufo  pay  him  the  thouland 
ducats,  but  if  falfe,  he  Ihould  fuffer  death. 

The  Frenchman  difcovered  upon  this  occa- 
fion  no  ligns  of  fear,  though  he  was  locked 
up  in  a  ftrong  cellar,  till  the  truth  was  dif¬ 
covered. 

The  ambaflador,  tnen  ill  of  the  gout,  gave 
proper  notice  to  Count  Beftucheff  the  grand 
chancellor,  and  required  that  all  fecrecy 
Ihould  be  kept,  and  that  the  guards  Ihould 
be  alert,  and  leize  all  fufpefted  perfons,  e- 
fpecially  in  the  night-time :  By  this  means, 
thele  forty  perfons  above-mentioned  were  ac¬ 
tually  feized  in  one  night,  which  put  a  flop 
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to  any  other  attempt,  as  their  accomplices 
were  all  difcovered,  with  Chetardie  at  the 
head  of  them.  It  Was  faid,  that  he  alfo  de¬ 
manded  that  the  grand  chancellor  flurald 
fend  off  a  trufty  courier  to  intercept  the  mef- 
fenger  which  M.  Chetardie  had  difpatched 
for  Paris.  Mr  Beftucheff,  for  fome  reafons 
unknown,  did  not  think  proper  to  fend  any 
to  overtake  the  French  meflenger  ;  but  fent 
proper  pafTports  to  the  diffcoverer  of  this 
belli  fh  plot,  who  difpatched  a  trufty  meflen- 
ger  to  overtake  the  Frenchman,  who,  he  un- 
derftood  at  the  poft-houfe,  had  left  Mofcow 
about  twelve  hours  before  he  let  out :  He 
ported,  without  any  reft,  till  he  arrived  at 
Dantzick,  where  he  learned  that  the  French 
meflenger  had  gone  to  bed  for  the  firft  time 
fince  he  left  Mofcow.  The  other,  however, 
immediately  took  horfe,  mid  rode  Out  of 
Dantzick  into  fome  thicket  on  the  other  fide 
of  that  city,  and  there  waited  for  the  arrival 
of  the  Frenchman  ;  nor  did  he  wait  long  till 
he  made  his  appearance,  whom  he  intercept¬ 
ed,  feized  his  papers,  and  made  the  beft  of 
his  way  to  Berlin,  where  he  was  fumifhed 
with  the  French  cyphers,  and  then  returned 
to  Mofcow,  with  full  and  clear  evidence  of 
that  villainous  treachery. 

Then  it  was  that  the  marquis’s  houfe  was 
furrounded  with  foldiers,  who  iiifpe&ed  no 
harm ;  all  his  writings  were  feized,  and  all 
eorrefpondence  with  others  cut  off.  In  this 
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miibrable  condition,  not  knowing  what  was 
to  be  his  fate,  he  tahained  three  days,  in  the 
greateft  anxiety,  which  he  could  not  help 
diicovering*  At  lad,  he  was  made  acquaint-' 
ed  with  the  Emprels’s  pleafure,  which  was', 
that  he  was  to  be  lent  from  Molcow  in  24 
hours,  efcorted  by  a  ferjeant  and  a  few  fol- 
diera  ;  that  he  was  to  pafs  the  borders  of  Rufr 
fia  in  three  days  after  his  departure  from 
hdofcow  ;  and  laftly,  that,  as  he  had  behaved 
with  filch  indifcretion,  to  call  it  no  worfe,  he 
was  deemed  unworthy  of  the  honour  of 
wearing  the  Emprefs’s  picture,  which  was 
reftored. 

Marquis  Chetardie  loft  no  time  in  giving 
off  all  his  affairs  to  Monfieur  Pallion,  and 
made  his  exit  from  Mofcow  with  the  greateft 
expedition;  nor  did  he  ftop  till  he  was  in  Ri¬ 
ga,  which  is  diftant  but  about  fifteen  verfts 
from  the  borders.  Here  he  begged  leave  to 
take  a  few  hours  reft,  which  the  ftijeant 
granted  ;  but  his  fleep  was  not  long  ;  for  a 
captain  of  the  guards  arrived  foon  after,  and 
roufed  him  from  his  fleep.  He  was  lent  to 
demand  the  order  of  St  Andrew,  which,  in 
die  hurry,  had  been  forgotten.  The  mar¬ 
quis,  now  near  the  borders,  ftormed,  and 
did  not  care  to  part  with  the  treafure,  which, 
he  faid,  he  efteemed  part  of  his  eftate.  The 
captain  faid  that  he  M.  Chetardie  muft  ei¬ 
ther  deliver  the  order,  in  the  fame  condition 
he  received  it  from  the  Emprefs,  into  his 
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hands  ;  or  elfe  he  would  cany  him  and  it 
dire&ly  back  to  Mofcow  !  At  the  mentioning 
of  this,  the  marquis  hefitated  not  to  deliver 
the  order.  The  captain  took  only  the  or¬ 
der  and  ribbon,  but,  after  defacing  the 
workmanfhip,  he  reftored  to  Chetardie  all 
the  gold  and  (tones,  telling  him  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  had  no  orders  to  take 
any  value  from  him  ;  but  that  the  Em- 
prefs  would  not  permit  any,  fo  unwor¬ 
thy  as  he  Was,  to  be  honoured  with  any 
badge  of  her  favour.  Monfieur  Marquis 
was  glad  to  get  away  fo  eafily. 

Few  treafbnable  practices  of  the  like  na¬ 
ture  I  imagine  have  ever  been  carried  on  in 
any  European  Court  with  impunity  :  But 
none  ever  efcaped  fo  well  as  this  moft  un¬ 
grateful  marquis.  It  is  very  well  known 
that  the  Emprefs  bellowed  upon  him  many 
undeferved  favours,  and  diflinguifhed  him 
beyond  all  the  foreign  minifters.  For  all 
which  he  moft  treacheroufly  intended,  not 
only  to  have  her  dethroned,  but  put  to  the 
moft  cruel  death  ;  and  yet  the  marquis 
was  not  punched  by  his  mafter,  though  he 
Chetardie  bafely  traduced  her  character.  I 
was  told  by  people  who  faw  his  papers,  that 
he  had  wrote  fo  fcandaloufly,  without  the 
leaft  ground  of  truth,  againft  the  Emprefs, 
that  one  out  of  ten  thoufand  ladies,  in  pri¬ 
vate,  life,  never  could  have  forgiven  him. 
By  fo  doing*  his  court  loft  any  remains  of 
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friendfliip  which  they  had,  and  that  fo  uni* 
verfally,  that  it  was  really  dangerous  for  a 
Frenchman  to  walk  the  ftreets  ;  and  the 
Britilh,  who  before  this  were  looked  up¬ 
on  with  an  indifferent  eye,  were  now  in 
a.  diftinguiftied  manner  univerfally  carefled. 
I  know  not  but  this  laft  treachery  of  Che- 
tardie’s  laid  the  foundation  of  the  treaty  con¬ 
cluded  between  Great-Britain  and  Ruffia  in 
the  year  1745,  by  the  late  Earl  of  Hyndford, 
by  which  the  foafonable  fuccour  of  forty- 
five  thoufand  men  were  font  to  the  afliftance 
of  Great-Britain  ;  who,  though  they  did  not 
march  farther  than  Prague, were  the  true  caufe 
of  peace  being  made  in  fo  great  a  hurry. 

I  took  no  notice  of  the  accufation  of  the 
Emprefs  of  Germany’s  minifter  Marquis  de 
Botta  laft  year,  by  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia, 
becaufo  I  ever  looked  upon  it  as  falfo,  and 
doubt  not  that  it  wa9  contrived  and  carried 
on  by  the  wretch  Chetardie. 

little  elfo  happened  worth  relating  this 
year,  except  the  marriage  of  his  Imperial 
Highnefs  with  the  Princefs  of  Zerbft,  now 
the  reigning  Emprefs,  after  (he  had  publicly 
embraced  the  Greek  religion.  This  marriage, 
it  was  faid,  was  extremely  brilliant,  and  gave 
the  good  Emprefs  Elifabeth  the  greateft  fa- 
tisfadion ;  for  (lie  loved  her  nephew  with 
the  greateft  fincerity,  nor  could  any  thing 
have  given  her  Majefty  greater  fatisfadhon 
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than  that  which  contributed  to  his  Imperial 
High n els’ s  well-being. 

At  Aftrachan,  early  in  the  fpring,  a  body 
of  Kalmucks,  unknown  to  the  Ruffians,  pall¬ 
ed  the  Volga,  and  very  unexpectedly  fell  up¬ 
on  the  Caracalpaaks,  making  many  prifbners, 
and  drove  away  with  them  many  thoufand 
cattle  of  all  kinds ;  and,  altogether  unpercei¬ 
ved,  returned  into  their  own  country  before 
the  Caracalpaaks  could  a  (Te  ruble  a  body  of 
men  ftrong  enough  to  make  head  againh 
them. 

The  Kalmucks  in  time  of  war  are  armed 
with  a  bow  and  a  quiver  full  of  arrows  of 
different  (hopes,  and  a  large  ffcymitar,  Eve¬ 
ry  man  has  at  lead  two  horfes,  left  one  fhould 
be  rendered  ufelefs :  Thus  equipped,  they 
inarch  on  till  they  draw  near  to  their  ene¬ 
mies,.  feeding  their  cattle  daily.  They  need 
neither  bridges  nor  boats  to  crofs  rivers,  for 
I  have  feen  thoulands  crofs  the  Volga  by 
fwiirgning  their  cattle  over  ;  if  any  of  them 
are  in  danger  of  being  drowned,  they  let 
them  fhift  for  themfelves;  and  if  any  of  them 
die  in  the  defart,  or  are  rendered  unable  to 
march,  they  kill  them,  cut  them  in  pieces, 
and  give  a  piece  to  every  one  who  may  have 
need  of  it;  and  thefe  lick  or  dead  horfes  i'erve 
them  for  prdvifion. 

The  Caracalpaaks  purfued  the  Kalmucks 
to  the  banks  of  the  Volga,  but  they  had  got 
clear  over  with  all  their  prifoners  and  plun¬ 
der 
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der  before  they  arrived.  The  Caracalpaaks 
applied  to  the  governor,  and  he  to  the  Prince 
of  the  Kalmucks,  for  fatisfa&ion,  but  none 
could  be  given.  Donduck  pretended  he 
could  not,  after  all  the  pains  he  had  taken, 
difeover  that  anyyof  his  men  had  palled  the 
Volga.  The  Canybalpaaks,  finding  that  they 
could  get  no  redrefs,  left  the  banks  of  the 
Volga,  and  returned  home,  where  they  re¬ 
mained  quiet  all  this  lummer  ;  but,  fo  foon 
as  the  froft  had  rendered  travelling  on  die  ice 
fafe,  they  returned  in  the  winters  of  1744. 
and  1745,  and  traverfed  the  Volga  between 
the  Cafpian  fea  and  Aftrachan,  killing  the 
old  and  young  poor  Kalmucks,  and  captiva¬ 
ting  only  the  youth  who  were  healthy,  up¬ 
on  the  banks  of  the  Volga  ;  for  Donduck 
had  retired  with  his  warriors  and  great  herds 
to  the  borders  of  Circalfia,  which,  as  was  for¬ 
merly  faid,  they  do  yearly.  News  of  this  irrup¬ 
tion  and  devaftation  having  been  brought  to 
the  governor,  and  of  the  country  where  they 
then  were,  he  ordered  three  hundred  dra¬ 
goons,  with  two  field-pieces,  two  thonfand 
Coflacks,  and  about  as  many  Tartars,  to 
inarch,  and  endeavour  to  way-lay  them.  At 
this  time  the  Caracalpaaks  were  on  the  weft 
branches  of  the  Volga  and  were  returning  eaft 
with  their  plunder.  The  Ruflians  marched 
ftraight  fouth,  and,  by  the  direction  of  their 
fpies,  came  up  with  them,  encamped  on  an 
Iftand  winch  reached  to  the  Cafpian.  Unfor-» 
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tunately  for  the  Cafacalpaaks  they  lpft  a  day, 
treating  with  the  Ruffians,  in  which  time  the 
weather  turned  warm,  and  rendered  the  ice 
impaffible  fouthwards.  The  Ruffians  de¬ 
manded  that  they  fliould  deliver  themfelves 
up  prifoners,  and  at  the  fame  time  take  care 
that  no  violence  was  offered  to  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  Kalmucks,  who  were  made  prifoners  by 
them.  The  Caracalpaaks  did  not  relifli  fuch 
propofals,  and,  having  tried  in  vain  to  pals 
over  the  ice,  they,  being  about  fifteen  thou¬ 
sand,  made  a  very  fudden  unexpected  at¬ 
tack  upon  the  Ruffians,  and  actually,  brave¬ 
ly  broke  through  them,  got  over  the  ice,  and 
fled  to  the  defart,  leaving  about  three  hun¬ 
dred  Kalmuck  prifoners  fixed  to  their  horfes, 
by  tying  their  feet  with  cords  to  one  another 
under  the  horfes  bellies.  The  Ruffians  pur- 
fued,  without  having  time  to  look  after  the 
Kalmucks,  the  enemy  about  thirty  verfts  in¬ 
to  the  defart,  without  making  many  prifon¬ 
ers,  but  a  very  few  wounded.  At  their  re¬ 
turn,  they  were  very  much  lurprized  and  grie¬ 
ved  to  find  that  the  Kalmucks  had  not  only 
gone  away,  but  had  carried  fome  thoufands  of 
horfes,  camels,  and  other  cattle  with  them. 
The  Ruffian  horfes  were  quite  fatigued,  and 
confequently  could  make  no  proper  pur- 
fuit :  The  Coflacks  and  Tartar  horfes  were 
in  the  fame  condition.  The  Coflacks  and 
Tartars  had  loft  very  many  ,  horfes  who  were 
feeding  on  thefe  iflands  which  the  Caracal¬ 
paaks 
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paaks  pafled  through,  and  the  villainous 
Kalmucks  made  no  manner  of  fcruple  to 
feize  them,  notwithftanding  that  their  pro¬ 
prietors  had  juft  redeemed  them  from  perpe¬ 
tual  flavery,  nor  could  they  ever  be  heard  of 
again. 

Some  hundreds  of  the  Caracalpaaks  were 
killed,  fome  wounded,  and  brought  to  Aftra- 
chan,  where  they  foon  expired,  no  care  ha¬ 
ving  been  taken  of  them.  The  Ruffians  loft 
an  enfign,  run  into  the  right  eye  with  a  (pear, 
and  four  or  five  dragoons  ;  one  ferjeant  loft 
his  arm  by  the  ftroke  of  a  fcymitar  ;  a  very 
few  of  the  irregulars  were  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed.  The  field-pieces  and  fmall  arms  deftroy- 
ed  the  Caracalpaaks  ;  but  our  men  were 
wounded  either  with  arrows,  ipears,  or  fcy- 
mitars,  and  fome  by  bruifes  from  the  horfes. 
It  was  remarkable  that  they  made  no  at¬ 
tempt  upon  the  dragoons,  but  kept  at  as 
great  diftance  as  they  could,  and  made  their 
way  through  the  Coflacks  and  Tartars,  who, 
though  very  obftinate,  were  obliged  to  yield 
to  the  power  of  fuperior  numbers.  This 
aftion  put  a  check  to  the  inroads  of  thele 
barbarous  Caracalpaaks  only  for  one  year ; 
for  they  are  irreconcileable  enemies  to  the 
Kalmucks,  nor  can  all  the  power  and  policy 
of  Ruffia  keep  peace  between  them.  Fre¬ 
quently  have  the  Caracalpaaks  fupplioated 
the  protection  of  Ruffia  ;  only,  I  fufpeCt,  to 
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amufe  them,  whilft  they  intend  fome  aflault 
Againft  their  enemies  the  Kalmucks, 


CHAP.  XIV. 


Concerning  what  happened  in  sfjlrachan  during 
the  Tear  1744, 


HAving  given  an  account  of  all  the  pub¬ 
lic  affairs  which  happened  this  year,  it 
Remains  only  to  take  notice  of  what  proper* 
ly  happened  in  Aftrachan,  which  I  (hall  do 
as  briefly  as  poflihle.  In  the  month  of  May, 
our  governor  was  taken  ill  of  a  very  danger¬ 
ous  petechial  fever,  from  which  he  had  great 
difficulty  of  efcaping,  yet  he  not  only  reco¬ 
vered,  but  gained  a  better  flate  of  health  than 
he  had  experienced  for  fome  years  before  ; 
and  I  got  a  very  handfome  prefent  for 
the  care  I  took  of  him.  The  gentlemen  of 
the  army,  who  indeed  had  no  great  reafon 
to  love  him,  were  much  difappointed  at  his 
recovery,  and  made  no  fecret  of  faying  fo. 
Jie  was  very  weak,  when  fome  diforder  in 
Circaflia  obliged  him  to  call  a  council ;  but, 
it  feems,  he  for  once  was  over-ruled  by  them. 
This  difappointment  had  very  nigh  caufed  a 
yelapfe;  However,  having  recovered  his  tem¬ 
per,  he  reprefented  all  his  grievances  to  St. 
Peterfburgh.  What  anfwer  he  got,  I  know 
not,  nor  any  thing  about  the  affair ;  only, 
one  day  Mr  Pundt  and  I  were  fummoned  to 
appear  immediately  in  the  caflle.  When  we 
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came  into  the  governor's  prefence,  the  affef- 
for,  commandant,  and  one  lecretary  were 
prefeot :  The  governor  put  into  our  hands 
an  order,  commanding  us  to  prepare  three 
dofes  of  poifon,  each  of  which  (hould  he  fuf- 
ficient  to  kill  a  ftrong  man.  I  ilared,  and 
never,  I  think,  was  fo  confounded  in  my 
lifetime,  and  for  forae  time  unable  to  fpeak 
one  word.  My  colleague  was  very  little  bet¬ 
ter.  The  governor,  obferving  our  great  fur- 
prize  and  difquietude,  defired  us  therefore 
to  go  and  confult  together,  telling  us  at  the 
fame  time,  that  this  was  by  her  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty's  pofitive  orders,  and  (howed  us  five  or 
fix  (beets  of  paper,  ail  wrote  over,  figned 
by  the  Etnprefs,  but  he  did  not  point  out  a- 
ny  place  making  mention  of  the  poifon.  I  de- 
fired  Mr  Pundt  to  mire,  and  confult  what 
was  to  be  done  ;  for  it  fignified  little  to  ar¬ 
gue  with  the  governor.  Mr  Pundt  had  not 
the  refoludon  which  I  was  happily  endued 
with  :  He,  I  dare  fay,  was  a  very  good  man, 
but  was  of  fuoh  a  timorous  difpofition,  that 
he  would  have  fubmitted  to  caufe  prepare 
fome  poifon,  agreeable  to  the  governor's  de¬ 
fire,  if  I  had  not  powerfully  oppoled  it.  I 
put  him  in  remembrance  of  Peter  the  Great's 
regulation,  commanding,  under  the  pains 
of  death,  that  none  Ihould  prepare  or 
give  poifon  to  any,  or  by  any  great  man's 
order.  I  then  hinted  at  the  bold  and  bad 
character  which  the  governor  had  acquired 
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thro*  all  Ruflia  ;  and  therefore  concluded, 
that  little  truft  was  to  be  put  in  his  aflevera- 
tions,  fo  much  unlike  the  merciful  difpofition 
and  good  will  of  the  Emprefs  to  all  men.  I 
obferved  to  him,  that  although  I  well  knew 
many  poifonous  minerals  and  vegetables,  as 
well  as  animals,  yet  I  knew  nothing  of  the 
practice,  and  confequently  our  plea  would  be 
good  and  honourable  to  plead  ignorance.  I 
obferved  to  him,  that  though  we  were  en¬ 
joined  to  keep  fecret  thefe  orders,  that  might 
proceed  from  the  fear  the  governor  might 
be  under,  that  fuch  inhuman  practice 
might  be  difcovered,  yet  if  the  Emprefs 
had  any  knowledge  of  this  affair,  it  would 
have  been  more  agreeable  to  her  well-known 
fagacity  and  wifdom,  to  have  caufed  prepare 
that  diabolical  poifon  in  St  Peterfburgh 
by  the  direction  of  her  own  phyficians, 
where,  no  doubt,  all  kinds  of  medicines 
were  to  be  had  in  abundance,  than  fend 
orders  for  that  purpofe  to  a  remote  place, 
where  neither  proper  medicines  were 
kept,  nor  a  certainty  of  being  able  to  get 
qualified  men  fit  for  preparing  it.  I  uled 
many  more  arguments,  but  concluded  with 
faying,  that  it  was  not  impoflible  that  it 
might  be  intended  againft  the  Emprefs  her- 
felf  and  fome  of  her  miniftry  ;  that  I  was 
determined  to  plead  ignorance,  and  refolved 
rather  to  fuffer  death  for  not  doing  harm  to 
any  man,  than  to  do  an  aftion  damned  by 
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God  and  man,  and  againft  the  very  funda¬ 
mental  laws  of  the  nation, which  we  had  both 
fwom  to  obferve  with  the  greateft  honour. 

In  fhort,  I  prevailed  upon  Mr  Pundt  to 
agree  with  me  in  a  report,  reprefenting,  in 
few  words,  that  we  engaged  to  ferve  the  em¬ 
pire,  by  contributing  what  we  could  for  the 
recovery  of  any  of  her  Majefty’s  fubje&s,  or 
others  put  under  our  care  ;  but  denied  that 
•we  could  have  any  idea  of  engaging  to  ferve 
in  any  other  capacity,  and  far  lefs  in  a  way  of 
which  we  frankly  confefTed  our  ignorance,  and 
confoquently  demonftrated  the  impoflibility. 
With  a  report  of  this  kind  we  went  to  the  gover¬ 
nor,  who,  in  place  of  receiving  us  kindly,  fell 
into  a  dreadful  rage,  calling  us  rebels,  and 
threatening  us  with  deferved  death  for  difo- 
bedience.  Pundt  was  at  once  reduced  to  a 
ftate  of  infenfibility,  as  if  thunder-ftruck,  or 
petrified  ;  the  red  colour  fled  from  his  face. 
I  was  determined  to  fwiin  through  this  fea  of 
bittemefs.  I  indifferently  told  the  governor, 
that  no  government  who  retained  the  leaft 
fen fe  of  honour  and  equity,  could  punifh  a 
man  for  being  ignorant  of  that  which  he  ne¬ 
ver  profefled :  That  this  was  truly  my  cafe ; 
and  that  I  neither  could,  nor  confequently 
would  alter  my  refolution.  Then  the  go¬ 
vernor  {poke  to  us  in  a  more  friendly  man¬ 
ner,  ufing  all  his  fubtile  arguments  to  get  us 
to  confult  again  about  this  helUfh  affair.  I 
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imagine  men  are  glad  to  get  a  little  time  to 
reflect  upon  the  confequences  of  dangerous 
affairs :  This  was  at  leaft  my  cafe.  I  there¬ 
fore  deflred  Mr  Pundt  to  go  and  reconfider* 
every  thing  j  at  which  the  governor’s  coun¬ 
tenance  brightened  not  a  little.  And  at  the 
fame  time  I  hefitated  not  to  acquaint  the  go¬ 
vernor,  that  it  would  have  been  more  proper* 
to  have  appointed  the  field  apothecary  for 
fuch  an  affair,  vvhofe  profeffion  made  him 
more  fit  than  we  could  be,  as  he  was  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  daily  pra&iee  of  making 
all  kinds  of  compounds.  He  upon  this  gave 
orders  to  Mr  Magdeburgb,  a  very  ingenious  a- 
pothecary,  and  who,  I  imagined,  never  would 
have  fubmitted  to  any  thing  of  that  kind  ; 
becaufe  I  efteemed  him  a  very  good  kind  of 
man.  At  our  meeting,  Mr  Magdeburgh  was 
leized  with  an  univerfal  tremor,  and  declared 
his  ignorance.  But,  what  fiirprized  me  much, 
he  faid,  that  he  had  orders,  and  was  ready  to 
difpenfe  any  kind  of  medicine  we  fhould  de¬ 
mand.  Mr  Pundt  and  I  both  argued,  that, 
by  his  oath,  and  the  meaning  of  the  funda¬ 
mental  regulations  of  Peter  tbe  Great,  he  was 
bound  to  let  no  poifonous  medicine  go  out 
©f  his  (hop,  more  efpeeially  if  he  knew  it  to 
be  fuch.  Ini  fhort,  the  apothecary’s  unftea- 
dy  fearful  difpofition  forced  me  to  leave  ofif 
arguing,  and  fly  to  my  former  friendly  argu-  _ 
£ient,  ignorance  ;  and  by  this  I  did  abide. 

Dinner 
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Dinner-iltne  was  now  come  the  fecond  day, 
and  our  final  refoludon  was  to  be  given  into 
the  chancery  at  five  of  the  dock  afternoon. 
I  no  fboner  went  home,  than,  in  place  of 
eating  my  dinner#  went  to  bed.  I  confefs  I 
never  was  lo  vexed  in  my  life-time ;  nor 
durft  I  unbofom  my  breaft  to  my  wife,  or  a- 
ny  other r  fbcrecy  being  the  principal  article 
in  the  order :  However,  I  defrgricd  not  to 
rife  hom  my  bed  till  tins  weighty  affair  was 
over.  Mr  Punch  fetic  to  defire  my  attendance. 
He  was  anfwered,  that  I  was  lick.  He 
then  came  to  me,  fat  down  on  my  bed-fide, 
and  having  (hut  the  door#  weeped  like  a  child. 
After  much  difeourfe#  he  confented  to  do  any 
thing  which  I  fhould  agree  to,  and  would  urge 
nothing  elfe.  Upon  this  I  left  my  bed,  and  wrote 
two  letters,  one  to  a? trufty  friend  in  &  Peterfi- 
burgh,  another  to  Lord  Ty rawly,  then  firitifh 
ambaflador  at  the  eourt  of  Ruffia,  reprefenting 
theft*  affairs.  A  third  wasfignedby  us  both, and 
dire&ed  co  Count  Leftoig,  general  director  of 
medical  affairs.  Tbefe  letters  we  deH  vered  into 
the  hands  of  a  trufty  friend,  to  be  fent  off  to  Sc 
Peterfburgb,  if  we  were  arrefted.  Then  we 
made  out  a  fhort  report  to  the  governor,  de¬ 
claring  our  ignorance,,  and  the  impoffibilicy 
of  obeying  his  order.  We  went  both  together 
to  deliver  ic ;  and  I  can  fay  with  truth,  that. 
Whereas  formerly  my  foul  was  difturbed  and 
agitated  Tike  a  raging  lea,  now  I  was  qnito 
calm,  and  rather  joyful:  Nor  did  I  much 
care  for  the  confequence,  nor  fear  it.  As  we 
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were  going  to  the  cadle  gate,  I  (never  can 
forget  it),  and  not  dreaming.any  harm,  hap¬ 
pening  to  caft  my  eye  on  a  monument,  upon 
the  top  of  which  were  fixed  upon  fpikes  four 
heads  and  fome  hands  of  malefactors ;  in 
the  exultation  of  my  foul  at  my  fortune,  I 
faid,  Mr  Pundt,  take  notice  of  thefe  heads; 
Who  knows  but  your’s  and  mine  may  have 
the  honour  to  be  placed  there,  to  the  dis¬ 
grace  of  the  governor  ?  He  looked,  and  was 
feized  with  a  tremor  and  ftupidity,  which 
did  not  leave  him  foon.  I  was  extremely 
forry  for  my  indifereet  rafbnefs,  efpecially  as 
I  had  great  difficulty  to  get  him  perfuaded 
to  proceed  to  the  plecawfe,  or  government’s 
chancery.  But  whilft  we  were  in  this  di¬ 
lemma,  an  exprefs  from  the  governor  quick¬ 
ened  our  motions.  We  found  the  governor 
in  the  great  hall  on  the  judge’s  feat.  He 
gendy  reproved  us  for  taking  up  fo  much 
time  ;  and  he  ordered  the  fecretary  traded 
with  this  black  affair  to  take  it  from  us,  make 
hade,  and  fend  it  off.  The  fecretary  recei¬ 
ved  our  report,  retired  into  his  own  private 
chamber ;  but  foon  returned,  and  acquaint¬ 
ed  the  governor,  that  we  declared  we  could 
not  do  it.  I  never  happened  to  fee  any  man 
fly  into  fuch  a  furious  pafiion  ;  all  reafon 
feemed  at  once  to  have  forfaken  him.  He 
beat  his  own  hand  with  his  cane,  violently 
left,  his  feat,  and  walked  towards  us  like  a 
bedlamite ;  but  half  way  he  turned  fhort,  and 
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reeled  about  the  hall,  raving  like  a  mad  man. 
At  laft,  when  he  was  almoft  (pent  with  an¬ 
ger,  he  took  his  feat,  and  in  calmnefs  order¬ 
ed  the  fecretary  to  get  ready  in  all  hafte  a 
courier  for  the  cabinet ;  adding,  that  he 
fliould  prepare  a  report,  acquainting  the  ca¬ 
binet  of  our  difobedience,  and  requiring  to 
know  fpeedily  what  punifhment  fhould  be 
infiilted  upon  us.  At  the  mentioning  of  dif- 
obedience  and  punilhment,  I  could  contain 
myfelf  no  longer,  not  caring  what  the  con- 
lequence  might  be.  I  faid,  that  we  were  not 
difobedient,  but  ignorant :  That  we  deferred 
better  treatment  for  our  faithful  fervices ; 
but  fence  that  could  not  be  got,  1  added,  that 
I  had  already  petitioned  formydifcharge,and 
now  would  proceed  in  taking  every  poflible 
method  to  obtain  it :  That  I  doubted  not 
the  high  Cabinet  would  do  us  the  juftice  to 
order  us  to  be  tried  by  a  court-martial,  where 
I  (hould  fear  nothing.  Having  fenUhed,  we 
(laid  a  Httle  longer,  At  lad  I  afked  Mr 
Pundt  to  go  away.  He  faid,  that  he  was  a- 
fraid  we  would  be  flopped  ;  upon  which  I 
went  off,  bidding  him  follow.  And  thus 
this  weighty  affair  ended.  At  my  return 
home,  I  inftantly  petitioned  a  third  or  fourth 
time  the  Medicine  Chancery  for  my  difcharge. 

The  late  King  had,  by  proclamation,  order¬ 
ed  home  all  his  fubje&s  who  were  employed 
in  foreign  fervice,  before  this  time.  And  in 
confeque.nce  of  this,  I,  as  foon  as  1  had  read 
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the  proclamation/  immediately  foliphed  m y. 
difcharge,  efpeciafty  as  the  King  had  proml— 
fed  immediate  employment  in  his  fleet  or  ar¬ 
mies,  to  thole  who  obeyed  this  command.  I 
determined  never  to  go  to  the  governor,  un- 
Jefs  lent  for  $  and  this  refoludon  I  kept  till 
I  was  appointed  by  another  command  ;  fojr 
I  could  not  obtain  my  difcharge  then. 

About  this  time  another  veiy  difagreeable 
barbarous  affair  happened,  which,  with, 
many  others,  I  do  not  chufe  to  repeat, 
convinced  me,  that  the  Cabinet  knew  nothing; 
of  this  poifonous  affair,  efpecialjy  when  1 
confider  that  no  nodce  was  ever  taken  of  ip 
to  us. 

An  Armenian  merchant  arrived  in  Aftrai- 
chan  :  He  brought  with  him  many  jewels  of 
great  value.  The  governor  having  received 
advice  of  it,  lent  for  him,  and  defired  to  fee 
his  jewels,  telling  him,  that  he  had  an  order 
to  buy  up  large  good  jewels  for  the  Emprefs. 
The  merchant,  fearing  nothing,  delivered 
the  jewels  unto  the  governor,  and  left  them 
with  rim.  Next  day  I  was  prefent,  when 
the  governor  fent  for  the  merchant,  and, 
letting  him  fee  the  jewels,  laid,  that  two 
ftones  were  falfe,  being  nothing  elfe  than 
pafte.  The  merchant  anfwered,  that  thef^ 
ftones  were  the  fame  he  had  delivered  to  the 
governor ;  and  that  if  they  were  pafte,  he, 
me  merchant,  would  be  a  very  confiderable 
jofer,  The  governor  alledged,.  that  he 
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brought  them  with  a  View  to  cheat  the  peon 
pie  in  Ruflta ;  becaufe,  faid  he,  you  who 
trade  in  that  way  could  not  be  ignorant  of 
their  bad  quality.  The  poor  nftan  protefted, 
that  he  had  not  had  an  opportunity,  as  yet, 
of  making  any  trial.  Notwithftanding  this, 
the  governor  caufed  carry  the  poor  ft  ranger 
to  the  caravanfery  where  the  Armenians 
lodged,  and  there  torture  him  with  the  curled 
knout,  of  which  torture  he  died  the  day 
thereafter.  What  he  did  with  the  man’s 
treafure,  is  more  than  I  know  ;  But  this,  and 
many  other  acts  of  barbarity  which  he  was 
guilty  of,  is  enough  to  caufe  any  honeft  man 
to  be  upon  his  guard, 

Laft  year  my  eldeft  fon  died,  and  this  year 
my  wife  Was  fafely  delivered  of  another.  I 
did  not  know,  having  none  to  advife  me, 
whom  I  Ihould  employ  to  chriften  this  child, 
we  having  at  that  time  no  pallor  or  minifter 
of  the  reformed  religion  in  Aftrachan.  At 
laft  I  determined  to  employ  for  this  purpofe 
a  Roman,  called  John  Baptift,  whom  1  had 
lately  recovered  of  a  droply.  Upon  fuch 
occalions,  it  is  cuftomary  to  invite  all  friends 
and  acquaintances,  conlequently,  among  ma¬ 
ny  others,  the  governor  was  invited ;  but  the 
ceremony  of  baptifm  was  over  before  he  arri¬ 
ved.  At  his  arrival  he  asked  me  Who  had  per¬ 
formed  the  ceremony  ?  When  I  told  him,  he 
Ihewed  many  marks  of  difpleafure,  and  was 
jn  a  very  difagreeable  humour  all  the  time  of 
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dinner.  When  he  demanded  my  reafons  for 
not  employing  a  Ruffian  pried  preferable  to 
a  Roman  ?  I  anfwered,  that  I  knew  very 
little  of  the  Armenian  religion,  nor  of  the 
Roman  :  That  the  Ruffian  religion  was  as  a* 
greeable  to  me  as  either  of  thefe ;  but  that  I 
had  been  well  allured,  that  from  the  inftant 
that  any  infant  is  baptized  by  a  Ruffian  pried, 
he  is  to  be  educated  in  their  way,  and  runs 
a  very  great  risk  of  lofinghis  liberty.  At  this 
he  was  very  angry,  making  a  joke  of  liberty, 
and  asking,  If  Ruffians  did  not  live  as  happily 
as  the  people  of  other  nations  ?  To  this  I  an¬ 
fwered,  that  I  was  not  of  thatopinion,  and  was 
determined  that  my  children  fhould  be  edu¬ 
cated  according  to  my  own  principles,  and 
retain  that  liberty,  which  both  his  mother  and 
I  had  an  undoubted  right  to,  confirmed  by 
all  the  Ruffian  monarchs  lince  the  reign  of 
Peter  the  Great’s  father  at  lead.  He  conti¬ 
nued  in  a  very  unpleafant  humour  all  the 
time  he  daid,  which  was  not  long  }  for  which 
our  company  and  I  were  very  thankful.  They 
all  agreed  to  condemn,  upon  this  occafion, 
the  governor’s  ill-timed  difpleafure,  efpecial- 
ly  as  he  was  thought  to  have  no  religion  ; 
for  he  laughed  at  his  own  as  much  as  any  o- 
ther :  But  it  was  only  becaufe  he  had  quar¬ 
relled  with  that  pried  a  fhort  time  before  this 
happened. 

Governor  Tatifhoff  had  really  more  learn¬ 
ing  than  any  man  in  Ruffia  ;  He  had  read 

very 


Digitized  by  LjOoq  le 


J  '  A  V  li  Lr 

very  much  j  was  verfant  with  the  beft  au¬ 
thors  of  phUofophy  and  hiftory.  He  had 
been  a  long  time  employed  in  writing  the 
hiftory  of  Ruffia  ;  and,  fince  his  arrival  in 
Aftrachan,  had  purchafed  a  book  in  the  Ar¬ 
menian  language,  giving  fome  ancient  ac¬ 
counts  of  Rufiia*  At  that  time  there  was  not 
a  man  to  be  found  in  Aftrachan  that  could 
tranflate  this  book,  except  Father  John  Bap- 
tift.  The  book  was  carefully  tranflatedby  him, 
for  which  work  the  governor  had  pronnfed 
him  a  fum  of  money ;  But,  in  place  of  pay¬ 
ing  him,  he  quarrelled,  and  threatened  to  le¬ 
vel  their  monaftery  to  the  ground.  But  the 
Father  let  him  know,  that  if  he  proceeded 
in  the  leaft  to  give  him,  or  any  of  his  hear¬ 
ers,  any  further  trouble,  he  would  not  fail  to 
make  a  datable  complaint  to  the  Imperial 
ambaflador,  who  would  reprefent  his  grie¬ 
vances  to  her  Imperial  Majefty.  This  fmart 
reply  frightened  Tatifhoff  for  once ;  but  he 
continued  to  bear  him,  and  every  one  who 
countenanced  him,  a  grudge. 

In  the  month  of  Auguft,  major  Tatifhoff, 
the  governor’s  ion,  returned  from  Circaffia, 
whither  he  had  been  fent  upon  fome  fecret 
expedition,  in  a  bad  ftate  of  health.  He 
had  fome  uncommon  fymptoms.  Having 
been  fent  for  at  a  time  when  I  was  taking  the 
air  for  my  health,  and  confequently  not  rea¬ 
dily  found,  Mr  Pundt  was  fent  for  ;  who 
declared  the  major  to  be  in  great  danger. 

Upon 
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Upon  this,  feVeral  horfemen  were  difpatchecl 
In  queft  of  me  to  different  places  in  die  coun¬ 
try.  They  found  me  refrefhing  myfelf  af¬ 
ter  a  ride,  under  the  fhade  of  a  tree.  I  pre-* 
fentfy  returned  to  the  caftle  ;  and  having 
confidered  the  major's  complaints,  acquaint¬ 
ed  his  lady,  that  I  was  of  opinion  he  was  in 
no  danger.  I  was  ordered  to  vifit  the  go¬ 
vernor  as  loon  as  I  had  given  my  advice  to 
his  ton  ;  and  was  not  a  little  forprized  to 
find  the  old  man  in  tears,  as  he  was  not  much 
fubje«fit  to  that  Weaknefs  $  concerning  which 
I  queftioned  him*  lie  laid  that  he  had  only 
one  Ton,  and  he  Could  not  help  being  grieved 
•at  the  thoughts  of  loling  him*  I  anlwered, 
that  I  hoped  Che  catrfe  of  hia  complaint  was 
to  be  removed  by  proper  medicines,  and  his 
native  air  j  for  which  reafon  I  advifed  him 
to  get  a  vifitatkm  of  all  the  lurgeons  in  A- 
ftrachan  ;  becaufc  it  might  be  dangerous  for 
me  alone  to  atceft  a  man,  and  let  him  go  in¬ 
to  Ruflia,  to  whom  many  private  affairs  were 
entrufted.  This  was  agreed  to  j  and  as  Mr 
Pundt  and  I  had  no  difficulty  to  engage  all 
the  forgeons  in  Aftrachan  to  be  of  our  Opi¬ 
nion,  the  affair  was  loon  concluded. 

I  had  by  this  time  frequently  petitioned 
lor  my  difcharge,  but  could  get  no  manner 
ofanfwer.  TatHhoff  knew  this,  and  privately 
countera<51ed  my  endeavours.  I  thought 
this  was  a  good  opportunity  to  get  out  of 
the  coniines  of  Aftrachan,  and  endeavour  to 
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get  die  protection  «f  the  Qritkh  ambaflador. 
I  acquainted  my  wife  with  my  feheme,  and 
enjoined  her  not  to  fpeak  of  it  to  any.  Then 
1  perfuaded  the  major,  that  my  attendance 
oh  him,  to  lee  how  he  agreed  with  the  jour* 
ney,  might  be  very  neceflary.  At  which 
propofel  he  wqs  overjoyed,  and  momer 
diately  made  a  point  of  it  with  his  far 
rher.  The  old  man  had  no  objection,  only 
required  that  |  feoulcj  return  as  feqa  as  I 
thought  he  was  out  of  danger ;  to  which  I 
contented. 

f  do  not  remember,  in  the  whole  courfe 
of  my  fife,  that  I  ever  ufed  any  cunning  like 
this,  cither  before  or  fince  ;  but  neceffity  has 
no  law :  I  was  afraid  that  I  never  would  he 
permitted  to  go  out  of  Ruflia,  if  I  did  not 
ufe  feme  polity.  Well,  all  being  agreed  up¬ 
on,  we  left  Aftrachan  next  day ;  and  the 
major  was  fo  well  pleafed  at  my  readinels  to 
oblige  him,  that,  before  I  left  my  own  houfe, 
he  fentme  a  very  fine  young  Tartar  horfe, 
of  the  Arabian  kitfe,  for  which  I  received 
50  rubles.  Next  day  we  crofted  the  Volga, 
and  travelled  on  horfeback  by  land  to  Tza- 
ritzin,  upon  the  banks  of  the  Volga,  efcorted 
by  the  major’s  fervants,  and  about  fifty  Cof- 
facks.  We  on  the  third  day  fpied  a  fmall 
body  of  Kalmucks,  to  whom  our  men  gdve 
a  purfuit  in  vain,  for  they  rode  off  ftraight 
into  the  defart,  whither  our  men,  upon  their 
fatigued  horfes,  could  not  purfqe  them,  We 
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met  with  nothing  elfe  ta  difturb  us  during 
this  journey,  but  in  the  night  time  were 
much  plagued  with  mufquctoes  ;  and  one 
night  I  could  get  no  reft  in  my  bed  for  them, 
though  I  was  coveted  with  two  nets*  The 
major  and  his  lady  were  as  much  difturbed, 
though  ivell  covered.  I  fpent  the  greateft 
part  of  tins  night  fitting  in  the  (moke  of  tim¬ 
ber.  .  There  ate  very  great  variety  of  black 
(hakes,  and  other  lerpents,  upon  the  banks 
of  tins  river:  Many  flocks  of  antelopes,  hdres  are 
here  in  abundance,  a  variety  of  medicinal  herbs 
grow, every  where  j  but  liquorice  grows  in 
fuch  plenty,  that  I  am  well  allured  the  banks 
of  the  Volga  alone,  betwixt  Aftrachan  and 
Tchornayar  can  produce  more  than  is /made 
ufe  of  in  all  Europe.  When;wc  arrived  at 
Tzaritzin,  1  propofed  to  convey  the  major  to 
Tamboff  in  the  provirice  of  Veronits,  to 
which  he  readily  agreed ;  and  from  thence  I 
determined  to  have  proceeded,  at  my  own 
expence,  by  poft  to  St  Peterfburgh :  But 
next  morning,  the  major  fent  for  me  very 
early,  and  (hewed  me  a  letter  from  his  fa¬ 
ther,  telling  him  that  he  was  taken  ill,  and 
therefore  required  that  I  fhould  be  fent  back 
in  all  hafte ;  and  that  the  commandant, 
Cultzoff,  had  alfo  laft  night  received  very 
peremptory  orders  for  that  purpofe.  He 
made  me  a  handfome  prefent  of  thirty  du¬ 
cats,  and  fome  trinkets,  and.  ordered  every 
thing  to  be  got  ready,  at  his  charge,  for  my 
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convemency  by  water.  The  major  and  his 
Jadjr  were  certainly  very  forry  we  were  to 
part  fo  foon.  I  was  truly  much  grieved,  but 
from  a  very  different  caufe  my  grief  pro¬ 
ceeded  }  my  hopes  of  getting  away  being  un¬ 
expectedly  at  an  end,  juft  when'  they  were  at 
the  higheft,  and  at  the  very  point  of  execu¬ 
tion  ;  but  the  old  governor  was  too  great  a 
politician  to  be  over-reached  by  me. 

At  this  time  it  was  again  my  fortune  to 
meet  with  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kifliinfkee,  in 
his  way  for  Aftrachan,  and  we  were  both  glad 
of  the  opportunity,  and.  refolved  to  get  a 
boat  large  enough  for  us  both,  and  eight  fbl- 
diers  as  our  convoy.  We  arrived  in  Aftrachan 
the  third  day*  without  meeting  with  any 
thing,  except  one  attempt  of  a  few  Kalmucks 
in  a  boat  made  upon  us  not  far  from  Tchor- 
nayar ;  but  upon  feeing  our  foldiers  in  an 
inftant  with  their  mufquets  prefented,  they 
flopped  their  courfe,  and  begged  bread :  But 
we  allured  them,  that  if  they  offered  to  come 
nearer  than  where  they  were,  the  colonel 
would  give  orders  to  (hoot  every  one  of  them, 
and  fo  we  parted  without  farther  harm. 

At  my  arrival  I  went  ftraight  to  the  go¬ 
vernor,  who  exprefled  great  pleafure  at  fee¬ 
ing  me  in  good  health,  and  afked  me,  If  his 
fon  had  fatisfied  me  for  my  trouble  ?  I  an* 
fwered,  that  hfe  had,  more  generoufly  than  I 
expeCled.  After  a  glafs  or  two  of  wine,  he 
deiired  me  to  carry  home  to  my  wife  a  fmall 
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preterit  in  a  bag  which  he  had  got  ready  tnx 
a  table.  I  took  up  the  bag,  and  found  rtf  iti 
loo  ruble*  j  for  which  I  retorted  him  hearty 
thanks.  *  r  < 

Thi*  old  roan  made  tire  very  many  J>re» 
fonts  ;  yet  his  ilniverfal  character  Was  finch 
that  I  never  could  rellfh.  Nothing  could 
give  me  contentment  but  my1  departure  from 
this  city  ;  for  it  was  no  fecret,  chat  the  go* 
vemor  very  frequently  ihewed  the  greeted 
friend fliip  for  the  vfcry  perfort  he  defigned  to 
deftroy.  It  is  true,  I  held  him  at  defiance* 
by  the  lavtrs  of  God  and  man  ;  but  hd  had 
many  odd  ways  that  wduld  not  quddratO 
tvith  equity,  which  -wire  the  true  etude  Of 
all  my  uneatinefs.  I  alfa  longed  much  to 
vilit  Great  Britain,  and  tecure  the  liberty  of 
my  offspring. 

One  evening,  walking  with  Captain  Tan** 
defeldt,  a  Swede,  a  jeweller,  a  German;  de5- 
fired  me  to  look  updn  two  rough  rubles,  and 
two  diamonds,  cut  in  rofes.  I  did  lb,  and 
had  them  weighed.  The  diamohds  were 
little  more  than  half  a  carat ;  one  of  the  ru¬ 
bies  weighed  five  carats  j  the  other  largely 
three  :  They  were  free  of  fault* ;  and  the 
jeweller  offered  to  ait  them  both  with  the  Ids 
of  lefs  than  one  carat,  if  I  would  give  him, 
when  his  work  was  done,  five  rubles.  I 
thought  it  was  a  very  gOod  bargain,  and  a*, 
greed  with  him  for  the  five  rubles,  little 
dreaming  that  I  had  a  fpy  with  me.  Next 

morning 
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morning  I  called  to  fee  how  far  the  jeweller 
had  proceeded  in  his  work.  The  poor  man 
told  me  that  they  weft  ail  til  the  governor’s 
pofleflion :  That  Tandefeldt  had  gone 
ftraight  to  him*  and  told  him  of  oar  com* 
jnerce.  I  very  properly  looked  upon  this 
a3  bafe  in  them  both,  and  pitied  die  poor  man, 
Whd  durfl  not  difpUte'  with  the  governor  ; 
bilt  at  the  fkme  time  could  not  help  dtfpLGng 
fuch  wretches.  In  this  humoiir  I  went 
ftraight  to  the  governor,  and  hefitated  not 
to  expoftul ate  with  him  about  it,  and  point  out 
the  action  in  its  proper  colours.  He  fhowed 
no  anger,  but  faid,  that,  in  cohfideration  of 
the  friend  (hip  he  had  always  had  for  ifie,  he 
Oiade  free  to  aft  in  this  way  i  becaufe,  faid  he, 
Borrife,  for  that  was  the  jeweller’s  tiame,  it 
«  dmnkard,  and  not  to  be  trufted :  He  would 
not  have  hefitated  to  have  fold  them  to  ano¬ 
ther,  for  a  little  more  money,  eveh  fuppofing 
he  was  fure  to  be  whipped  for  it ;  therefbre, 
faid  he,  I  fent  for  them  to  make  fomewhat  . 
for  the  major’s  lady  ;  but  he  defired  me  to 
accept  of  an  amethyft  in  a  pTefent,  which  he 
would  caufe  place  in  a  ring.  It  would  have 
been  imprudent  to  have  difputed  with  him 
about  it ;  fo  I  eveii  accepted  of  his  ptefent, 
which  I  (till  keep.  But  Tandefeldt  did  not 
efcape  fo  eafily ;  fbr,  in  a  very  few  days  af¬ 
ter  this  happened,  no  officer  would  keep  com¬ 
pany  with  him ;  and  I  never  fpoke  to  him 
after  that  day, 

C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

Concerning  what  happened  in  Aftrdchan  and 
Rujfia  in  the  Tear  1745* 

DUring  the  courfe  of  this  year,  though  all 
Europe  was  at  war  but  Rullia,  who 
remained  in  peace  with  all  her  neighbours, 
both  in  Europe  and  Alia.  I  (hall  only  ob- 
ferve  a  few  tranla&ions  in  which  I  was  con¬ 
cerned  ;  and  firft. 

Early  in  the  time  of  the  great  lent,  the 
principal  commander  of  the  fleet,  retaining 
an  opinion  that  I  was  the  caufe  of  the  port’s 
having  been  brought  under  the  command  of 
the  governor,  took  all  opportunities  of  vex¬ 
ing  me,  by  harafling  the  people  under  my 
direction,  by  many  ufelefs  and  infignificant 
orders.  At  laft,  I  fent  a  petition  to  the  port, 
.  and  reprefented  thefe  diforders  in  a  ludi¬ 
crous  manner,  and  required  that  he  would 
delift  from  fuch  irregular  practice,  contrary 
to  all  regulations,  and  even  common  fenfe. 
At  the  fame  time,  I  let  the  port  know,  that 
it  had,  by  no  regulation 'nor  law,  any  right 
to  command,  or  any- ways  diftrels  any  peo¬ 
ple,  of  whatever  chara&er,  depending  upon 
the  medicine-chancery  :  That  for  the  love  I 
had  to  quietnels,  I  had  hitherto  taken  only 
verbtft'notice  of  thefe  things  to  the  command¬ 
er 
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er  in  chief,  to  which  little  regard  had  been 
paid  :  That  now  I  had  given  written  orders 
to  all  men  under  my  command,  to  pay  no 
regard  to  any  order  from  any  officer  whatfo- 
ever,  and  therefore  defired  the  port  would 
be  pleafed  to  tranfaft  their  affairs  in  relati¬ 
on  to  me,  in  a  regular  way,  agreeable  to  the 
printed  regulations  of  the  empire  and  the 
di&ates  of  human  reafon,  which  alone:  are 
fufficient  to  deter  people  from  meddling  id 
matters,  of  which  they  cannot  have  the  final- 
left  knowledge.  This  had  the  defired  effedl, 
in  relation  to  the  people  under  my  eye  at 
Aftrachan  ;  but  there  was  a  furgeon’s  mate 
whom  I  had  fent  to  Chatine  Bugori,  a  Ger¬ 
man,  (a  commifiary  refided  there,  being  a 
fmall  fea-port,  as  commander  in  chief,) who, 
for  mal-pra£tices,  had  been  turned  out  of  the 
fea-hofpital  by  my  predeceflbr  Mr  Malloch, 
with  a  regiftrated  decree  never  to  be  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  hofpital  again,  and  the  reafons  why 
this  was  enafted.  This  man  was  of  a  very 
turbulent  temper,  fo  that  the  officers  at  Aftra¬ 
chan  were  continually  kept  in  a  very  difa- 
greeable  fituation  by  his  madnefs ;  wherefore, 
they  fent  him  there  to  plague  his  inferiors, 
for  it  appeared  they  durft  not  bring  him  to  a 
court-martial,  becaufe  he  had  it  in  his  power 
to  accufe  every  one  of  them.  The  furgeon’s 
mate  had  not  been  long  there,  till  he  ac¬ 
quainted  me  by  a  petition,  that  the  commif- 
fary  was  very  unkind  to  him,  and  ordered 
,  him 
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him  to  t  nan  fa  ft  affkirs  no-way  relating  to  lna 
bufinefa  ;  concerning  which  I  complained  tq 
the  port,  ordered  the  matte  to  repair  imme¬ 
diately  to  the  hofpital,  and  Pent,  in  his  place, 
a  Ruffian,  every  whit  as  turbulent  and  liti¬ 
gious  as  the  commifTary,  and  one  who  kpew 
the  regulations  w<ell.  He  had  not  been  long 
there,  till  lieutenant  Glafiford,  a  j^ritifh  gen¬ 
tleman,  was  lent  there  to  command.  Mr 
Glaftford  Pent  this  cqmnfiirfary  to  Aftrachan, 
having  been  made  acquainted  with  his  cha- 
rafter.  The  port  appointed  him  to  the  ho¬ 
fpital,  imagining  thaf:  I  knew  nothing  of  the 
decree  which  Mr  Malloch  had  formerly  got 
palled  upon  him,  in  the  place  of  %  very  good 
worthy  Ruffian  gentleman,  who, before  he  left 
the  hofpital,  procured  me  a  copy  of  the  re- 
giflred  fentence.  He  behaved  very  well,  on¬ 
ly  for  a  few  days  ;  after  that,  he  began  to 
make  me  acquainted  with  his  drunkennefs 
and  folly  ;  and,  at  laft,  quarrelled  with  that 
mate  formerly  mentioned,  at  midnight,  dis¬ 
turbing,  by  his  ill-timed  noife,  the  iiok  and 
other*  in  the  hpfpital.  Next  morning,  a 
complaint  having  been  made  to  me  by  fomc 
of  the  principal  people  in  the  hofpital,  I 
reprefen tpd  it  to  the  port,  and  required  that 
he  fhould  inftantly  be  difhufled  the  hofpital; 
declaring  at  the  fame  time  my  knowledge  of 
his  former  irregularity,  and  the  fentence  paf- 
fed  againft  him  by  the  port;  afTuring  them, 
that  if  my  rea Portable  requeft  was  not  com¬ 
plied 
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pfied  with,  I  would  inftantly  reprefent  the 
whole  affair  to  the  mediclne-Chancery,  and 
at  the  fame  time  hold  the  port  anfwcrable 
for  whatever  irregularities  ntight  happen  iri 
the  hofpital  i  And  finally,  required  the  other 
contntiflary  to  he  appointed. 

.  The  commander,  with  a  few  of  the  offi* 
cers,  came  to  the  hofpital  to  fee  to  get  this 
amicaMy  ended  ;  but,  forefeemg  the  danger 
that  the  lick  and  others  would  be  fbbjefted 
to  by  fuch  a  madman,  I  abf’ohitely  refilled  lo 
modi  as  to  fpeak  with  the  comrniffary,  far  left 
agree.  Upon  which,  they  were  evert  obliged  to 
retain  that  fool  by  the  port,  where  lie  was 
worfe  than  a  fifcal,  and  to  the  hofpital  the 
old  Commiflary.  One  day  early, in  the  fpring, 
the  fick  made  complaint  of  their  beef,  and 
many  would  not  eat  it,  protefting  that  it  was 
no  better  than  carrion.  It  was  now  Lent, 
and  the  commiffary  faid  alfo,  that  it  was  not 
good.  I  demanded,  according  to  the  fenle 
of  the  regulations,  that  he  would  fend  im¬ 
mediately  fcrr  what  remained  of  that  meat 
for  a  general  furvey,  and  that  if  the  contrac¬ 
tor  would  not  part  with  it,  to  take  it  by 
force.  A  corporal  and  four  foldiers  brought 
it  immediately  to  the  hofpital,  and,  being  as 
bad  as  was  reprefented,  I  petitioned  the  port 
to  order  immediately  a  vifitation  of  all  the 
officers,  with  the  fifcal,  to  determine.  Whe¬ 
ther  fuch  meat  was  as  bad  as  was  reprefent¬ 
ed? 
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My  commander  imagined,  (without  giving 
himfelf  time  calmly  to  confider  that  I  was 
a&ing  up  to  the  meaning  of  the  regulations, 
and  for  the  general  good  of  every  one  con¬ 
cerned,)  that  I  defpifed  his  authority :  He 
went  to  the  governor,  and  delivered  into  his 
hands  a  petition  complaining  of  me.  Upon 
this  the  governor  iffued  out  orders  for  all  the 
officers  in  the  fleet,  in  company  with  Mr 
Pundt  fupreme  furgeon  to  the  garrifon,  to 
vifit  the  hofpital.  The  commiflary  and  I 
had,  feeing  there  was  no  anfwer  from  the 
port  that  day,  fecured  the  meat  in  the  ice- 
cellar,  and  placed  both  our  feals  upon  the 
door,  which  prevented,  as  far  as  art  could, 
any  confiderable  change  of  die  quality  of  the 
meat. 

Next  morning,  walking  in  the  gallery,  I 
fpied  many  chaifes  and  horfemen  coming 
from  the  city,  and  foon  was  agreeably  in¬ 
formed,  that  they  came  to  infpett  the  meat. 
I  afked  Mr  Pundt  what  had  brought  him? 
He  produced  an  order  from  the  governor, 
and  faid  that  it  was  very  difagreeable  to  him, 
obferving,  that  our  commander  looked  very 
fullen,  and  feemed  to  be  in  no  good  hu¬ 
mour.  I  took  very  little  notice  of  him,  but . 
defired  the  gentlemen  to  walk  through  the 
wards,  and  make  the  proper  enquiries  at  the 
fick  ;  which  being  done,  and  their  anfwers  | 
being  agreeable  to  the  meaning  of  my  peti- 
tion,  I  next  caufed  produce  the  meat,  at  the 

figto 
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fight  of  which  the  commander  laid,  that  it 
was  not  very  good.  I  anfwered,  that  it  was 
contraiy  to  the  regulations  for  him  to  lay  a- 
ny  thing  about  it,  feeing  he  had  made  him- 
ielf  an  ailing  party  againft  me,  who  fhidied 
to  fupport  good  ceconomy  in  my  hofpital  a- 
gainft  his  interefted  ways ;  and,  in  her  Ma- 
jefty’s  name,  I  demanded  that  the  fifcal 
fhould  fpeak  his  mind  without  referve:  And 
thus  every  officer,  from  the  youngeft  to  the 
eld eft,  gave  it  againft  the  meat ;  but  I  que- 
IHoned  Mr  Pundt  more  minutely,  who  an- 
fwered  to  all  my  queftions,  that  fuch  meat 
could  not  be  good  nourifhment,  and  might 
caufe  many  difeafes,  which  was  not  only 
contrary  to  the  fenfe  of  Peter  the  Great’s  re¬ 
gulations,  but  likeways  to  many  orders  which 
both  he  and  I  were  in  poflefiion  of,  from  the 
medicine-chancery :  And  lafUy,  if  he  did  not 
think  that  any  phyfician  or  iiirgeonwho  would 
permit  the  lick  to  eat  fuch  meat,  jufUy  de- 
lervcd  to  be  punifhed,  lince  it  could  not  pro¬ 
ceed  from  a  knowledge  of  liis  duty,  but  ei¬ 
ther  from  Ignorance,  carelefsnefs,  or  a  vil¬ 
lainous  defire  of  gain  at  the  expence  of  the 
lick,  in  defiance  of  her  Majefty’s  regulations 
and  orders  of  juftice  to  the  lick,  and  the  fear 
of  God. 

After  this  was  all  written  and  figned,  I 
begged  leave  to  let  me  make  an  experiment 
on  the  meat,  which  being  granted,  I  ordered 
four  grey-hounds  to  be  brought,  to  fee  whe¬ 
ther 
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fhcr  they  would  eat  of  it.  They  had  not 
tatted  meat  that  day,  yet  they  fcarcely 
would  fmell  upon  it,  I  caufed  write  this  in 
a  paper  by  itfelf,  which  I  demanded  the  fif. 
pal  to  lign  in  prefence  of  us  all,  and  like  ways 
paufed  write  it  in  the  hafpital  journal,  not 
doubting  but  that  this  affair  would  end  in 
a  court-martial. 

However,  it  took  a  different  turn,  which 
many  things  of  as  great  moment  did  under 
the  aufpipious  management  of  our  prelent 
government!  When  the  vifitation  was  at  an 
end,  I  went  in  the  afternoon  to  vifit  the  go¬ 
vernor,  and  told  him  frankly,  that  it  furpri-, 
fed  me  much  that  he  was  pleafed  to  order  Mr 
Pundt  to  vilit  my  hofpital,  efpecially  as  we 
were  forbidden  by  the  medicine-chancery  to 
interfere  with  one  another’s  department;  but 
added,  that  as  I  was  confclpus  of  having,  fince 
my  entry  into  the  fervice,  done  my  duty  as 
far  as  1  was  able,  the  ponfcquence  by  no 
means  alarmed  me,  fince  I  was  pretty  cer¬ 
tain  that  I  would  have  juftice  done  me  by  the 
medicine-chancery,  to  which  I  was  refolved 
to  reprefent  the  whole  affair,  with  all  its  cir- 
cumttances,  in  as  clear  a  light  as  I  was  able, 
and  did  not  doubt  of  their  approbation  of  my 
care  of  the  lick,  to  the  confuffon  of  my  op- 
preffors.  The  governor  very  lerioufly  defired 
that  I  would  not  be  uneafy  at  what  had  hap¬ 
pened,  faying,  that  he  was  certain  I  had  a«5l- 
£cf  right,  and  therefore  had  taken  that  me¬ 
thod 
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shod ,  radio*  to  make  the  truth  appear  more 
clear  ;  which,  he  laid,  might  not  have  been 
the  cafe,  if  he  had  only  ordered  the  officers  of 
the  navy,  all  fubordinaced  to  my  ftupid  com¬ 
mander.  He  laid  a  great  deal  more  m  or¬ 
der  to  diiTuade  me  from  haftily  making  my 
report  to  the  medidne-cha  n  eery .  I  promi- 
fed  that  1  would  fend  off  no  report  till  he 
was  informed  of  it. 

Before  this  happened,  by  a  decree  of  the 
fenate,  the  merchants  in  all  cities  in  Ruffia 
were  formed  into  a  body  ;  though  under  the 
power  of  the  governors,  yet  they  had  immu¬ 
nities  and  regulations  granted  to  themfelves, 
diftin&  from  the  governor’s  court.  They 
had  every  where  a  power  to  ele£t  a  burgo- 
mafter  or  mayor,  and  fix  affeflors  or  coun- 
fellors,  by  whom  all  affairs  relating  to  mer- 
chandife  and  their  corporation  were  to  be 
judged,  providing  they  had  no  relation  or 
connexion  with  thefe  of  the  fleet,  army,  or 
the  affairs  of  the  civil  adminilt  ration  of  the 
empire  ;  confcquently,  upon  this  occafion  the 
governor  could  not  proceed  againft  the  con¬ 
tracting  merchant  for  the  fea  hofpital,  till  by 
a  memorial  he  had  reprelented  the  affair  to 
the  corporation  of  merchants,  and  demand1* 
ed  that  the  accufed  might  be  delivered  up  to 
him,  to  be  tried  by  the  laws  of  the  empire, 
for  luch  a  grofs  crime. 

At  this  time  there  were  two  merchants  in 
Aftrachan,  very  much  alike,  but  no  way  re¬ 
lated. 
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lated  to  one  another,  nor  alike  in  character. 
The  one  was  efteemed  a  very  good  juft  man, 
the  other  quite  the  reverfe.  The  laft  was 
daily  employed  by  the  governor  in  many  of 
his  focret  mercantile  tranfaCtions ;  but  the  firft: 
was  fcarcely  known  to  him.  The  governor 
afked  me,  If  I  knew  who  was  contractor  for 
the  foa-hofpital  ?  I  anfwered,  that  I  did  not 
know  certainly,  but  imagined  it  was  the  firft 
mentioned  merchant  whom  the  governor  had 
heard  of,  and,  upon  this  occafion,  wanted 
much  to  be  better  acquainted  with  him  ;  not 
doubting,  as  I  was  informed  afterwards,  but 
that  he  would  make  a  very  pretty  purfe  of 
him,  providing  the  affair  could  be  ended  in 
Aftrachan. 

He  therefore  ordered  the  fecretary,  who 
was  prefont,  and  only  pretended  he  did  not 
know  who  was  contractor  for  the  foa-hofpital, 
that  he  fhould  immediately  reprefont  this  af¬ 
fair  to  the  raat-houfo  or  town-council,  and 
demand  that  the  perfon  of  the  contractor  for 
the  foa-hofpital  fhould  be  font  under  a  ftrong 
guard  to  the  caftle.  The  magiftracy  were 
not  long  in  obeying  his  orders  very  joyfully, 
for  none  of  them  had  any  love  for  this  man. 
They  not  only  font  him  immediately  thro* 
the  principal  ftreet  under  a  ftrong  guard, 
but  took  no  fmall  pains  to  let  his  difgrace  be 
known  in  the  moft  glaring  manner,  and,  in 
their  anfwer  to  the  governor,  reprefonted 
him  as  a  very  notorious  offender  in  many  re- 
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ipefts.  He  was  carried  to  the  main  guard, 
and  lay  there  all  night,  pitied  by  none.  Next 
morning,  the  governor  being  feated  in  the 
judgment-hall,  Tent  for  the  offender,  not  ima¬ 
gining  that  he  was  his  deareft  friend.  Any 
one  may  eafily  imagine  how  much  he  was 
furprifed,  to  have  caufed  arreft  fuch  a  man. 
Well,  he  was  fined,  and,  it  was  believed,  that 
the  governor  paid  this  fine  ;  but,  I  was  well 
allured,  the  commander  of  the  fleet  paid  for 
all. 

When  this  farce  was  ended,  I  could  perceive 
that  the  governor  was  not  well  pleafed  with 
me  for  not  informing  him  more  clearly j  tho* 
he  took  litde  notice  of  it  to  myfelf,  yet  he 
did  to  thofe  who  were,  unknown  to  him,  my 
friends :  However,  he  fent  me  an  order  to 
let  me  know,  that  he  had  upon  this  occafion 
formed  a  new  regulation  in  refped  to  the 
contracting  for  provifions  for  the  ufe  of  the 
fea-hofpital  j  and  that  he  had  represented  the 
necellity  of  fo  doing  to  the  fenate  for  their 
approbation,  in  order  to  have  it  formed  into 
a  general  law.  By  this  regulation,  no  con- 
trad  would  be  reckoned  valid,  except  made 
in  prefence  of,  and  agreed  to  by  the  princi¬ 
pal  do&or  or  furgeon  belonging  to  the  faid 
hofpital.  Mankind,  all  the  world  over,  have 
a  defire  to  command  or  lord  it  over  their 
neighbours  ;  but  fometimes  it  happens,  that 
when  they  are  purfuing  wrong  fteps  in  order 
to  increafe  their  importance,  they  lofe  what 
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power  they  formerly  had.  Such  was  the 
cafe  wkh  my  commander  ;  for  without  arfl 
manner  of  reafon  he  took  a  di/likc  at  me, 
whom  he  blamed  for  his  loft  liipremacy, 
tho*  every  one  may  at  once  fee  that  he  only 
•was  to  blame. 

I  continued  to  petition  for  my  difeharge 
regularly  once  every  month,  referring  my 
I  aft  petition  always  to  my  former,  and  beg¬ 
ging  leave  to  pay  my  obedience  to  the  king's 
proclamation  :  One  day  I  was  lealing  the 
fifteenth  petition  to  the  Medicine  Chancery, 
and  another  to  the  Britifh  Anrbaflador  to  get 
my  difeharge  from  the  fervice,  when  a  fbl- 
dier  from  Moftow  delivered  a  letter  directed 
to  me,  giving  me  an  account  that  the  Em- 
prefi  had  appointed  my  worthy  old  com¬ 
mander,  Prince  Golitzm,  ambaftador  to  the' 
Court  of  Ferlia,  telling  me  at  the  lame  time 
that  the  Prince  was  very  defirous  to  have  me 
with  him.  This  put  a  flop  to  my  petitioning 
at  this  time ;  for  in  a  very  few  days  after  this, 
I  received  a  letter  from  the  Prince,  defining 
that  I  would  agree  to  go  with  him,  and  that  he 
had  begged  that  an  order  might  be  fent  to 
me  Ibr  that  purpofe  ;  providing  flffl  that  I 
would  agree  voluntarily,  and  defined  my  an- 
Fwer.  This  way  of  writing  was  Eke  a  gentle¬ 
man,  Eke  a  man  of  honour,  and  this  is  the 
way  which  eonftantly  has  made  me  very  pli¬ 
able.  I  knew  the  Prince,  I  loved  him  moft 
affectionately,  and  l  fearedy  could  deny  him 
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Any  thing.  I  confidered  alio  that  the  Bri* 
tifh  Ainbaflador  to  whom  I  was  akogether 
unknown,  might  probably  not  regard,  nor 
give  himfelf  any  trouble  about  my  liberty, 
or  chat  of  any  unknown  BritiQi  fubjeft,  al¬ 
though  one  would  naturally  think  that  it  was 
part  of  their  duty  to  protect  againft  violence 
all  of  them  redding  in  the  country  where  he 
was  ambadador  ;  yet  my  furmife  is  not  al¬ 
together  without  foundation,  as  will  be 
pra&ically  explained  before  1  left  Riga.  I 
confidered  that  if  I  went  with  the  Prince,  I 
might  be  of  ferviee,  without  any  lofs  to  my- 
felf,  to  a  perfon  whom  I  very  truly  efteem- 
ed,  and  at  laft,  if  we  returned  in  fafety,  I 
might  obtain  my  much  wifhed  for  difcharge* 
whereas,  if  I  flayed  there  my  hopes  and 
profpeCt  feemed  to  be  very  uncertain.  I 
therefore  rdolved  to  go,  and  defired  by  my 
anfwer  that  he  would  caufe  an  order  be  fent 
to  me,  requiring  that  I  fhould  deliver  up  the 
lea  hofpital,  and  every  thing  under  my  care 
and  make  my  repair  to  join  his  fuit  in  Mof- 
cow,  that  I  might  fafely  convoy  my  wife 
and  young  fon  to  her  relations,  that  they 
might  be  in  fafety  whatever  might  happen 
to  myfelf.  Upon  the  Prince's  receipt  of  my 
letter  I  foon  received  an  order  from  the  Me¬ 
dicine  Chancery  in  obedience  to  her  Impe¬ 
rial  Majefty’s  commands,  ordering  me  to 
hold  myfelf  in  readinefs  to  proceed  to  Per- 
fia  with  Prince  Golitzin,  and  to  fend  to  faicl 
C  c  Chancery 
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Chancery  a  catalogue  of  what  medicines  X 
might  judge  needful  for  him  alone,  inti¬ 
mating  the  difpenfatorieS  by  which  com¬ 
pounds  were  to  be  directed.  Without  giving 
notice  to  any  in  Aftrachan,  I  fent  a  copy  of 
my  orders  to  the  Prince,  and  defired  that  tho 
medicines  according  to  my  catalogue  might 
be  prepared  in  Mofcow,  where  I  expected 
foon  to  arrive  if  the  Prince  judged  it  right. 

I  foon  thereafter  received  another  order  from 
Dr  KondvideVice-prefident  letting  me  know, 
what  I  was  formerly  made  acquainted  with, 
and  that  a  memorial  was  lent  to  the  admiral¬ 
ty,  by  order  of  the  feriate,  commanding 
them  to  difmifs  me  immediately  from  the  fea 
hofpital  and  port  of  Aftrachan :  Of  which 
I  gave  the  Prince  notice,  that  he  might  dif- 
patch  to  me  direClly  what  orders  he  thought 
proper.  At  laft,  orders  were  received  in  the 
port  of  Aftrachan,  from  the  admiralty  to 
difmifs  me  immediately  from  the  hofpital  J 
in  order  that  I  might  be  at  full  liberty  to  o- 
bey  the  Prince’s  orders :  Which  according 
to  expectation  I  received  on  the  twentieth  of 
May,  and  having  put  in  order  all  my  af¬ 
fairs,  that  day  I  petitioned  the  chancery  at 
Aftrachan  for  my  travelling  expences  and 
paftport  to  Mofcow.  My  patients  every 
where  were  much  furprifed  at  this  my  fo 
unexpected  departure,  but  none  fo  much  as 
the  governor,  who  never  dreamed  of  any 
fuch  change ;  he  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
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gae  to  give  out  that  I  was  unhealthy,  and  he 
did  not  doubt  through  the  intereft  he  had  at 
court  to  get  the  former  orders  countermand¬ 
ed  :  But  little  did  he  know  that  it  was  fo 
very  agreeable  to  myfelf.  I  anfwered  that 
fince  the  firfl  day  of  my  entering  into  the 
fervice  I  never  had  denied,  under  any  pre¬ 
tence  whatfoever,  to  do  my  duty.  That 
now  I  was  commanded  to  have  the  care  of 
a  perfon  for  whom  I  ever  had  the  greateft  e- 
fteem ;  and  therefore  I  thought  myfelf  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  double  capacity,  both  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  her  Majefty,  and  alfo  to  the  Prince. 
The  governor  offered  to  pay  me  as  much 
out  of  his  own  money,  as  I  could  reafon- 
ably  make  by  the  embafly  :  But  I  would 
yield  to  none  of  his  propofals,  and  infilled 
upon  my  paffport’s  being  granted  m  all  hafle, 
and  defined  alfo  that  hp  would  grant  me  a 
convoy,  the  paffport  he  could  not  deny, 
but  made  difficulties  in  giving  me  a  convoy : 
Which  I  knew  was  intended  to  deter  me 
from  going  at  that  time,  as  I  was  obliged  to 
march  by  land  through  the  defart,  which  I 
had  little  hopes  of  doing  without  danger. 
However,  he  granted  me  an  order,  feeing  I 
would  not  ftay,  to  get  a  convoy  from  the 
firft  camp  of  Coffacks,  diftant  from  Aftra* 
chan  ac  leaf!  one  hundred  verils,  which  di- 
flance  I  was  obliged  to  travel  without  any 
convoy.  Mr  George  Thomfbn,  agent  for 
the  BritUh  merchants  trading  to  Perfia,  de- 
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fired  that  I  would  take  three  Britifh  failors 
with  me  to  Mofcow,  and  prefent  them  to 
the  care  of  Mr  John  Tamez  in  Mofcow, 
who  had  directions  to  fend  them  to  England. 
I  was  very  glad  to  take  them  with  me,  tho* 
I  had  like  to  have  been  brought  to  trouble 
on  the  road  by  their  folly.  I  got  my  pafl- 
port  dated  the  twenty-third  day  of  May,  and 
next  day  crofted  the  Volga  about  twelve 
o'clock  accompanied  by  the  three  Britifh  fail- 
ors,  three  Tartars  to  whom  the  horfes  be¬ 
longed,  one  Turk  called  Mahomet  my  fer-» 
vant,  and  myfelf,  making  in  all  eight  men. 
The  Britifh  were  well  armed  with  fire  arms 
and  fwords,  the  Tartars  and  Turk  with 
bows,  arrows  and  fcymitars.  My  wife  a 
Tailor's  wife,  my  maid  and  young  fbn  made 
up  our  company,  to  tranfport  whom  with 
our  baggage,  we  had  fix  wheeled  carri¬ 
ages  and  my  waggon,  all  drawn  by  twelve 
horfes. 


CHAP.  XV. 

Being  an  Account  of  my  Journey  from  y IJira- * 
chan  to  Mofcow. 

AFTER  we  had  dined,  we  marched  north 
upon  the  weft  banks  of  the  Volga  a- 
bout  twenty  verfts  that  day,  and  encamped 
on  the  fide  of  a  beautiful  fmall  meadow,  for 
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graft  to  our  horfes ;  being  a  very  pleafant  e- 
vening,  we  encamped  for  the  firft  night  and 
ever  afterwards  in  this  manner :  We  joined 
the  (hafts  of  our  carts  and  waggon  to  the 
wheels  of  the  next,  and  with  them  formed 
a  kind  of  circle,  fo  that  upon  occafion  the 
Kalmucks  could  not  eafily  get  over  with 
their  horfes.  This  being  a  very  pleafant  e- 
vening,  one  of  the  Tailors,  having  formerly 
ferved  under  Admiral  Vernon  at  the  taking 
of  Portobello,  happened  to  give  us  an  ac¬ 
count  of  that  glorious  atchievement,  which 
was  the  remote  caufe  of  all  our  fafeties ;  for 
as  he  was  near  making  an  end  of  his  dory, 
the  Tartars  alarmed  us  by  acquainting  us 
that  the  Kalmucks  had  6Ut  the  ropes  from 
two  horfes,  intending  to  have  driven  them 
into  the  defart,  which  was  prevented  by  the 
noife  my  dog  made,  and  our  going  out  im¬ 
mediately  and  firing  fome  (hot  into  the  air. 
This  prevented  our  taking  any  deep,  the 
night  being  fo  very  dark  that  we  could  fee 
nothing  upon  the  plain  ground,  unlels  very 
near ;  but  we  could  perceive  any  thing  at  a 
greater  didance  upon  the  furface  of  the  ri¬ 
ver.  After  we  were  thus  alarmed,  a  boat 
put  off  into  the  river  from  the  meadow 
where  the  horfes  padured,  at  which  we  fired, 
but  fo  as  not  to  hurt  the  people  in  her, 
whom  we  interrogated  concerning  what  had 
brought  them  there  at  fuch  unfeafonable 
hours  ?  To  which  they  anfwered,  that  they 
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fought  their  friends.  We  put  out  a  fmall 
fire  which  we  had  made  to  drefs  our  victu¬ 
als  with,  and  watched  the  whole  night.  A- 
lsout  an  hour  after  the  firfl  alarm,  one  of  the 
Tartars  came  and  foftly  told  us  that  a  very 
large  boat  was  advancing  up  the  fide  of  the 
Volga,  with  the  greateft  filence,  being  only 
pufhed  forward  with  flings,  malting  ufe  of 
bo  oars.  Upon  notice  of  this,  1  defired  the 
Tailors  to  take  care  of  the  waggons,  whilfl 
I  went  out  with  the  Tartars  and  my  fervant 
to  bring  in  the  horfes,  to  which  they  chear- 
faUy  agreed.  The  Tartar  who  came  for  me 
faid  that  the  Kalmucks  were  very  near; 
wherefore  I  ordered’ them  all  to  lie  quiet  be¬ 
tween  the  horfes  and  water  on  each  llde  of 
me, nor  ufe  any  violence  to  them,  till  I  fhould 
fire  off  a  blunderbufh  which  was,  I  being 
ignorant,  overcharged  ;  but  being  made  of 
brafs,  I  apprehended  little  danger. 

The  Kalmucks  were  now  very  near,  fo 
that  I  could  perceive  the  boat  very  full  of 
people,  and  we  could  difeern  another  at  a 
greater  diflance,  upon  which  I  ordered  my 
fervant  to  make  enquiry  what  they  wanted, 
ttnd  why  they  came  in  fo  fecret  a  manner, 
and  to  allure  them  that  we  were  upon  our 
guard,  and  determined  to  fland  to  the  lafl, 
refplved  neither  to  take  nor  grant  quarter. 
They  returned  for  anfwer  that  they  were  in 
feareh  of  their  friends  ;  this  is  well  known  to 
be  a  very  common  anfwer  by  the  Kalmucks, 
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but  never  to  be  credited  :  We  ordered  them 
to  keep  off,  but  they  would  not,  and  were 
beginning  to  point  their  boat  towards  where 
we  lay.  I  (hot  a  piftol  over  their  heads* 
Mahomet  fired  off  a  musket :  They  remain¬ 
ed  quiet,  and  now  being  oppofite  to  ii$, 
they  fuddenly  turned  their  boat*  and  came 
on  dire&ly  with  great  fwiftnefe.  Mahomet 
fired  another  piece,  and  I  at  laft  was  forced 
to  fire  my  blunderbufh  charged  with  eigh¬ 
teen  fmall  bullets,  larger  than  fWan  (hot* 
This  had  the  wifhed  for  effect :  The  KaJU 
mucks  could  not  be  feen,  for  the  fmoke  j 
for  there  was  no  wind  to  difpel  it,  however* 
as  foon  as  I  was  able,  for  I  got  a  very  fmart 
blow  from  the  blunderbufh,  I  charged  and 
fired  off  amongft  the  fmoke  fevcral  times  : 
But  they  Were  retired,  and  the  other  boat  al¬ 
io  difappeared.  Nor  could  the  Btitiih  fail- 
ors,  who  Were  appointed  by  the  carts,  fee  any 
thing  after  the  firft  fire  of  the  blunderbufh 
for  the  fmoke,  but  they  heard  at  fomc  dtx 
(lance  in  the  river  a  moaning,  at  which 
they  (hot  fome  pieces.  My  blilnderfoufo 
charges  being  all  foot,  l  was  forced  to  rua 
to  my  waggon  for  fome  more,  where  I  found 
my  wife  in  a  very  great  fright :  She  begged 
that  I  would  fooot  her  and  her  young  fon 
that  foe  might  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Kalmucks.  I  allured  her  that  they  were  re¬ 
tired,  and  begged  that  foe  would,  be  com* 
poled,  that  there  were  two  chained  piftob 
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under  Che  pillows,  which  (he  might  ufe  ai 
(he  (hould  think  proper  after  we  were  de-» 
feated,  but  recommended  patience  and  a 
fmall  (hare  of  courage,  alluring  her  at  the 
fame  rime  that  not  one  of  us  was  hurt* 
Thus  we  pa(Ted  the  remains  of  the  night  in 
fear  of  thefe  barbarians,  but  it  was  the  plea* 
fure  of  Heaven  to  prated!  us  ;  for  we  paf* 
fed  the  reft  of  the  night  unmolefted* 

The  caufe  of  my  wife’s  great  fear  was  the 
continual  accounts,  which  we  frequently 
were  informed  of,  of  the  moft  atrocious  bar¬ 
barities  committed  by  thefe  Kalmucks,  which 
the  Ruffians  could  not  fupprefs  ;  for  if  they 
rob  a  Ruffian  they  certainly  murder  him,  for 
fear  of  being  detected,  two  inftances  I  (ball 
relate  which  happened  in  one  month  imme¬ 
diately  before  our  departure*  A  few  ma¬ 
rines  with  a  ferjeant,  a  Woman  and  her 
child,  were  font  with  the  Emprefs’s  money, 
which  had  been  collected  at  the  port  of  Ear- 
kee  to  Aftrachan,  diftant  fixty  verfts  ;  as  they 
were  failing  by  feme  reeds,  many  Kalmucks 
in  boats  hid  in  feme  creeks  amongft  the 
reeds  rufhed  out  and  attacked  them :  The 
ibldiers  fought  as  long  as  their  ammunition 
lafted,  and  killed  many  of .  them  ;  But  at 
laft,  overpowered  by  numbers,  they  yielded ; 
as  foon  as  the  Kalmucks  had  difarmed  them, 
they  killed  them  all,  except  the  woman  and 
her  child,  whom  they  carried  to  the  banks 
of  the  Volga,  and  after  having,  in  a  moft 
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inhuman  manner,  grpfly  abufed  her  during 
the  night  time,  they  carried  her  and  her 
child  into  the  middle  of  the  Volga;  They  beat 
out  the  child’s  brains,  and  drowned  the  mo¬ 
ther.  A  ftrkft  inquilition  having  been  made  af¬ 
ter  the  perpretators  of  this  robbery,  fome  of 
them  were  feized,  and  kept  in  euftody  in 
Aflrachan  at  our  departure.  The  other  in- 
ftance  was  this :  A  captain  who  had  been  Cent 
as  infpe&or  of  the  garrifon  of  Altrachan,  as 
he  was  returning  with  his  reports  into  Ruffia, 
and  palling  in  a  poll-boat  up  the  river  Vol¬ 
ga,  was  fo  imprudent  aS  feize  and  carry  a- 
way  two  of  the  poor  Kalmuck’s  children  : 
He  had  not  got  twenty  miles  dill  ant,  when 
he  was  fuddenly  attacked  by  a  great  number 
of  refolute  Kalmucks,  and  every  one  with 
him  put  to  death,  except  one  Goflack. 
The  Kalmucks  had,  unperCeived  by  the  cap¬ 
tain,  followed  him  as  clofe  as  they  could, 
but  kept  at  filch  a  diftanee  as  not  to  be  dif- 
covered,  watching  a  proper  opportunity : 
The  wind  and  Jflream  being  again!!  them,  the 
captain  ordered  four  of  his  men  to  draw  the 
boat  by  a  rope  on  the  banks  of  an  ifland 
oppofite  to  a  new  built  fort  called  Eanotaiva, 
formerly  mentioned,  diftant  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  verfts  from  Altrachan.  The  captain's 
company  conlifted  of  four  foldiers  and  as 
many  ColTacks,  who  belonged  to  the  poll- 
boat,  but  all  armed,  which,  with  the  captain, 
numbered  nine  men.  The  Kalmucks  hid 
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themfelves  in  fome  thicket  by  which  tlie 
boat  was  to  pafs,  which  no  fooner  came 
near,  than  they  fired  into  the  boat,  and  at 
the  fame  time  Feized  the  rope,  putting  the 
four  men  on  fhore  to  death.  They  drew 
the  boat  to  the  fhore  and  killed  all  the  men 
except  one  CofTack,  who  dropped  down 
at  their  firft  fire,  and  lay  as  if  dead.  They 
dragged  the  captain's  lifelefs  body  on  fhore, 
which  they  mangled,  in  their  barbarous 
manner,  and  having  broken  the  boat  with 
a  defign  to  fink  it,  cut  away  the  rope,  and 
let  it  drive.  It  fell  down  under  fbme  bufhes, 
and  there  funk  to  the  bottom.  The  bufhes 
prevented  the  Kalmucks  from  feeing  the 
CofTack  crawl  out  to  the  banks,  but  he  faw 
all  their  inhuman  barbarity,  which  they  had 
performed  with  figns  of  great  fatisfadion  : 
The  two  pilfered  children  were  fafely,  no 
doubt,  reftored  to  their  parents.  The  Cof- 
fack  having  obferved  part  of  their  barba¬ 
rous  tranfadions,  unperceived,  fled  farther 
into  the  middle  of  the  ifland,  not  doubting 
that  they  would  make  fearch  about  the  banks 
to  know  whether  the  boat  was  funk  or  ftill 
fwimming,  which  accordingly  happened. 
After  the  Kalmucks  were  departed  in  great 
joy,  the  Coflack,  in  much  danger,  crofled 
the  Volga,  and  naked,  fatigued,  and  hun¬ 
gry  arrived  in  Eanataiova  and  made  the  a- 
bove  report :  Nor  did  I  ever  learn  whether 
any  of  the  Kalmucks  were  difcovered. 
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Next  morning  we  found  feveral  arrows 
flicking  in  the  ground,  a  great  way  from  the 
place  where  we  lay.  The  Kalmucks  could 
not  perceive  us  from  the  water;  and  there¬ 
fore,  I  fuppofe,  imagined  we  were  at  a  much 
greater  distance  than  we  were  from  them. 
Thefe  arrows  made  up  the  lofs  which  the 
Tartars  had  fuftained  of  theirs.  We  now  had 
about  four  Englifh  miles  to  travel  amongfl 
hills  of  fluxible  fands,  but  were  obliged  to 
wait  the  riling  of  the  fun  before  we  durlt 
travel,  for  fear  the  Kalmucks  had  formed  an 
arabufcade:  Add  to  this  we  thought  it  nccef- 
fary  to  caufe  one  of  our  failors  ride  upon  a 
horfe,  at  l'ome  diftanceupon  the  tops  of  thefe 
little  hills,  to  difcover  if  our  palfage  was  e- 
very  where  clear;  for  no  trull. is  to  be  put 
in  the  ignorance  of  thefe  wild  people.  They 
are  more  cunning  than  Europeans.  We  at 
laft  arrived  on  the  north  fide  of  thefe  hills,  af¬ 
ter  a  very  fatiguing  march  of  near  four  hours. 
The  fands  were  fo  deep,  that  the  poor  horfes 
were  quite  fatigued  as  we  were,  through  the 
want  of  lleep,  and  being  in  many  places  ob¬ 
liged,  for  the  relief  of  the  horfes,  to  travel 
up  to  the  middle  of  our  legs  in  fand,  which, 
before  we  got  through,  was  Icorching  hot. 
When  we  had  palled  thefe  mountains,we  dif- 
covered  fome  hundred  Kalmuck  tents,  and 
great  herds  of  cattle  feeding  upon  a  meadow, 
at  leaft  four  or  five  Englilh  miles  long,  and 
two  or  three  broad.  It  was  in  this  meadow, 
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not  many  years  before,  that  a  few  Kalmucks 
run  off  with  all  the  mod  valuable  horfes  be-r 
longing  to  four  regiments  of  foot,  in  day¬ 
light, in  the  view  of  all  the  foldiers;  norcpuld 
they  ever  recover  them  again :  This  they  at-? 
chieved  in  the  following  manner. 

The  camp  being  formed  on  the  banks  of 
the  Volga,  the  horles  were  turned  out  to  grafs, 
and  a  few  loldiers  had  orders  to  keep  watch 
on  the  backs  of  fome  of  the  beft  horfes.  Af¬ 
ter  thefe  orders  had  been  putin  execution  for 
fome  hours,  and  nothing  could  be  leen  in  that 
meadow,  which  was  like  a  bowling  green, 
the  drought  being  exceflivc,  the  foldiers  had 
orders  to  difmount ;  but  to  make  their  horles 
feet  lb  fell  with  cords,  that  they  might  be 
eafily  taken.  The  cunning  Kalmucks  obfer- 
ved  all  their  motions,  and  the  grafs  being  ve¬ 
ry  long,  unperceived,  they  drew  near  where 
the  faddled  horfes  were  feeding:  At  once  eve¬ 
ry  man  feized  his  horfe,  mounted,  and  fet 
up  a  barbarous  yelping,  which  alarmed  the 
horfes,  and  by  this  means  drove  them  into 
the  defart,  whence  they  never  returned. 
The  poor  unfortunate  officers  not  only  loft 
their  own  horfes,  but  were  obliged  to  pay 
ipr  the  Emprefs’s,  for  not  keeping  better 
guard. 

The  fight  of  fo  many  Kalmucks  tents  in 
the  meadow,  difeoncerted  roe  not  a  little; 
but  there  was  no  going  back.  We  encamped 
three  or  four  hours  on  the  fouth  fide  of  a 
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deep  brook  running  out  of  a  long  frefh  wa¬ 
ter  lake,  eaftward  into  the  Volga,  and  after¬ 
wards  drove  weft  by  the  fide  of  the  lake,  the 
weft  end  of  which,  when  we  had  reached  it, 
we  left,  and  drove  as  near  north  as  we  could 
guefs  into  the  defart.  About  fun-fet  we  were 
happy  to  difcover  a  frefh  water  lake,  where 
we  encamped  for  the  night,  having  plenty  of 
good  water  and  graft  for  our  horfes.  As 
loon  as  day  appeared,  we  marched  on,  and 
pafled  Eanataiova  caftle  about  dinner  time, 
and  encamped  about  two  verfts  on  the  north 
fide  from  it.  I  permitted  one  of  the  failors 
to  go  into  the  town  to  buy  provifions ;  but 
he  got  drunk,  and  keeped  us  waiting  very 
long:  When  I  reproved  him, he  threatened  to 
ftrikeat  me;  but  I  inflantly  caufed  feize  him, 
and  made  him  fa  ft  with  ropes,  and  would  have 
lent  him  and  his  wife  to  the  caftle,  in  order 
to  be  returned  in  fafety  to  Aftrachan ;  but 
Mr  Oneman  their  mate  begged  that  I  would 
carry  him  fecured  with  ropes  till  the  liquor 
had  fpent  its  ftrength.  Accordingly  we  de¬ 
parted,  and  very  late  encamped  for  the  night 
in  a  creek  of  the  Volga.  Next  day  towards 
the  evening,  the  fun  being  about  an  hour  a- 
bove  the  horizon,  we  fpied  at  a  diftance,  a 
large  camp  in  a  high  land.  They  likeways 
fpied  us,  and  difpatched  a  few  horfemen  to 
fee  who  we  were.  They  were  a  regiment  of 
Coflacks,  confifting  of  about  twelve  or  thir¬ 
teen  hundred  men  commanded  by  their  own 
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Colonel.  With  thefe  fcouts  I  lent  the  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Aftrachan’s  order,  commanding 
them  to  give  me  a  convoy  of  four  men,  and 
a  greater  number  where  danger  was  fufpeft- 
ed,  and  to  change  them  at  every  new  camp 
for  frefti  men.  I  defired  them  to  make  my 
compliments  to  the  Colonel,  and  tell  him  that 
I  deligned  to  take  up  my  quarters  for  the 
night,  about  three  or  four  verfts  diftant  from 
his  camp ;  and  that  I  had  a  glafs  of  good  wine 
at  his  fervice,if  he  would  honour  me  with  his 
company  at  fuppcr. 

The  Co  (Tacks  in  general  are  not  proud  .but 
very  frank,  and  great  lovers  of  grangers.  It 
was  not  long  before  he  arrived  with  four  men 
for  me,  and  a  few  to  efcort  him  to  the  camp 
when  he  returned:  He  delivered  aUo  the  or¬ 
der  from  the  Governor.  He  was  a  very  fen- 
fible  man,  and  we  palled  the  night  very  a- 
greeably  ;  for  he  did  not  return  till  the  fun 
was  near  rising,  being  time  for  us  to  march. 
Amongft  variety  of  difcourfc, he  congratulated 
me  on  my  fafe  arrival  there  from  Aftrachan ; 
telling  me  that  I  had  efcaped  much  danger ; 
but  adding,  that  he  hoped  we  fhould  meet 
with  no  danger  between  his  camp  and  Tzarit- 
zin ;  becaufe,  faid  he,  there  are  but  few 
poor  Kalmucks  upon  the  banks  of  the  Volga 
in  thewaytoTzaritzin:  That  a  memorial  had 
been  early  font  to  their  Prince,  letting  him 
know,  that  they  would  not  be  permitted  to 
pafs  farther  north  than  Eanataiova  caftle  that 
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year;  but,  laid  the  Colonel,  thefe  villains  are 
not  to  be  kept  in  any  order  ;  would  you  be 
lieve  it,  continued  he,  thatyefterday  at  noon, 
two  dragoons  Were  lent  widi  fome  orders  to 
the  Governor  of  Eanataieva:  The  men  were 
fatigued  having  rode  about  thirty  verfts;  they 
therefore  made  their  horfes  fecu re, to  feed  upon 
the  banks  of  the  lake  you  juft  now  palled  by, 
two  verfts  fouth  from  the  Coflack  camp,  and 
compoled  themfelves  to  take  a  fhort  fleep. 
The  dragoons  had  not  fleeped  long,  until  fix 
armed  Kalmucks  appeared  on  horfe-back,  and 
in  view  of  the  Coflack  camp,  fliot  both  the 
dragoons  fleeping,  and  carried  away  their 
horfes,  cloaths,  and  arms.  The  Colonel  fent 
a  party  of  his  men  well  armed,  and  mount¬ 
ed  on  fwift  horfes.  They  came  up  with  them, 
wounded  fome,  but  brought  them  all  to  the 
camp,  and  fent  them  to  Aftrachan.  The  dra¬ 
goons  horles,  cloaths,  arms,  and  ammunition 
were  fent  to  the  regiment.  The  dragoons  dead 
bodies,  the  retaking  of  their  horfes  and  arms, 
was  a  fufficient  evidence  againft  the  Kal¬ 
mucks  ;  for  this  reafon  the  Colonel  laid  that 
he  had  fent  them  to  Aftrachan ;  but,  faid  he, 
there  are  many  examples  of  dragoons  and 
Coflacks  having  fent  thefe  barbarians  to  A- 
ftrachan  for  trial  and  punilhment ;  but  when 
they  arrived  there,  the  people  were  obliged 
to  attend  for  months,  and  fometimes  years, 
before  they  could  be  permitted  to  go  home, 
at  their  own  proper  charges ;  but,  faid  he,  I 
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ceeding  against  them;  for  having  tried  them 
according  to  the  cuftoms  of  the  Collacks,  I 
caufe  them  fuffer  death  by  drowning  them 
in  the  middle  of  th?  Volga,  and  (laving  their 
boats.  Indeed  hi?  way  of  proceeding  was 
reafonable,  tho’  not  legal;  and  confequently 
I  fufpeCted,  when  difcovered,  might  prove 
troublefome,  if  not  dangerous  for  him.  He 
acknowledged  this  to  be  true,  but  denied 
that  it  was  probable  a  difcovery  could  ever 
be  made ;  becaufe,  faid  he,  it;  was  agreed  to 
by  all  the  Cofiacks  under  his  command,  and 
they  took  care  that  no  Kalmucks  ever  faw 
fuch  ejceciyion?.  However,  I  frankly  told 
him,  that  I  willed  he  might  not  be  brought 
to  trouble  about.it,  and  therefore  defired  him 
to  get  an  order  from  the  Governor  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  this  meaner,  which  I  thought  would 
not  be  difficult td  obtain;  becaufe  I  was  Cure 
he  had  no  regard  for  them ;  and  this  would 
effectually  fcreen.hiin  from  all  danger.  He 
promifed  to  make  a  trial  to  get  fuch  an  or¬ 
der;  and  every  thing  being  re^dy  .we  parted 
in  friendfhip.  - 1  arrived  ip  Tchoijnayar  as  ex-* 
per’’tioufly  asfthq,  poor  horfes  could  draw  our 
machines,  without  meeting  with  any  thing 
worth  relating,  before  dinner,  on  the  31ft 
May,  O.  S.  The  commandapt  being  an  ac¬ 
quaintance,  I  dined  with  him ;  and  having 
got  a  convoy  of  Coffacks,  who  were  to  con¬ 
duct  me  to  Tzaritzin,  we  fet  out  about  fix  of 
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the  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  travelled 
about  ten  verfts,  when  we  fupped,  and,  be* 
ing  advifed  by  our  convoy,  we  let  out  and' 
travelled  about  eight  verfts  further,  and  let  up 
not  far  from  a  large  lake  of  frelh  water 
on  the  eaft,  and  hills  at  fome  diftance  on  the 
weft.  Having  taken  a  glafs  freely  with  the 
commandant,  and  being  fatigued,  1  foon  fell 
afleep.  About  twelve  o’clock  at  night,  one  of 
the  convoy  difturbed  me,  and  told  me  that  he 
had  difcovered  a  large  body  of  men  under 
the  hills,  and  that  they  had  fent  out  a  few 
horfemen,  who  had  rode  at  fome  diftance 
round  our  waggons ;  he  therefore  had  taken 
in  the  horfes,  and  now  wanted  to  know  what 
I  fhould  advife.  With  the  greateft  lilence,  I 
caufed  all  the  men  get  up,  and  take  to  their 
arms:  When  every  thing  was  ready,  I  alked 
the  Coflacks,  If  they  could  guels  who  the 
ftrangers  were  ?  to  which  they  anfwcred  in 
the  negative:  Then  I  ordered  one  of  them, 
who  had  averyfwift  horie,  to  get  ready,  and 
let  out  for  Tchornayar  to  beg  afliftance  from 
the  commandant,  to  which  he  readily  agreed ; 
but  begged  leave  to  call  to  them,  and  lee 
who  they  were,  faying  that  his.  horfe  was  lb 
very  fleet,  that  fuppoflng  a  party  of  them 
(hould  purfue  him,  he  would  have  no  dread 
of  being  taken.  The  moon  was  Ihining 
bright,  and  I  confented  to  his  reafonabie  de¬ 
mand;  he  fetout;  and,  at  his  return,  we  were 
agreeably  informed  that  they  were  friends,  be- 
E  e  ing; 
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ing  three  hundred  Coflacks,  who  had  been 
lately  changed ,  and  were  returning  to  their 
own  country. 

Next  morning  we  decamped  fooner  than 
our  neigbours.  Before  we  had  travelled  three 
verfts,  a  Coflack  brought  my  Ion’s  mantle, 
which  the  maid  had  dropped  out  of  the 
waggon,  and  delivered  it,  I  offered  him 
half  a  ruble  for  his  honefty,  which  he  would 
not  accept  of,  telling  me  that  he  was  a  Cof- 
fack,  and  deipifed  keeping  any  thing  be¬ 
longing  to  his  neighbours.  This  is  an  in- 
ftance  of  Coffack  honour  and  honefty.  {could 
not  prevail  with  them  to  go  with  us; 
becaule  they  were  all  horfemen,  lightly 
mounted,  and  we  were  obliged  to  move  (low¬ 
ly,  being  heavy  loaded.  They  palled  us  all, 
wilhing  that  we  might  fafely  arrive  inTzarit- 
zin.  We  had  fcarcely  travelled  ten  verfts 
after  this,  when  we  were  obliged  to  halt,  by 
•  reafon  of  an  inlet  into  the  Volga,  at  leaft  two 
fathoms  deep,  from  the  high  water  of  the 
Volga,  and  a  hundred  feet  broad.  It  may  be 
remembered,  that  1  palled  the  fame  way  for¬ 
merly  with  Major  Tatilhoff,  when  it  was 
quite  dry.  I  inquired,  How  far  it  was  from 
this  place  to  any  part  of  the  inlet  which  was 
fordable  ?  I  was  anfwered,  that  it  was  at.  leaft 
lixty  verfts ;  that  the  paffage.  would  prove  ve¬ 
ry  dangerous;  becaufe  many  of  the  vdjy 
worft  of  the  Kalmucks  fed  their  horfes  there, 
that  they  might  have  good  opportunities  of 
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making  inroads  into  Ruflia;  which  they 
frequently  did,  notwithftanding  all  the  care 
taken  by  the  Rullians  to  prevent  them.  When 
I  was  mufing  and  confulting,  what  every  one 
thought  belt  to  be  done,  one  of  the  Tartars 
faid,  that  if  I  would  take  his  advice,  he 
would  carry  us  all  over  in  fafety  in  a  few 
hours.  1  begged  him  to  proceed  immedi¬ 
ately  to  effect  what  he  had  promifed..  He  did 
fo,  by  unpacking  two  Tartar  waggons,  and 
taking  the  wheels  off  them;  then  he  made  a 
float  by  laying  them  together .  with  ropes, 
and  made  this  float  fall  to  a  horfe’s  tail; 
then  having  loaded  it,  he  plunged  into 
the  water,  and  fwimmed  always  with  the 
horfe,  which,  as  there  was  neither  wind  nor 
ftream,  was  not  very  difficult;  and  after  ttais 
manner  he  tranfported  us  an 4  our  baggage 
in  lefs  that  two  hours.  The  Coflacks  would 
not  be  tranfported  upon  the,  float ;  but  fwim¬ 
med  with  their  horfes.  On  the  other  fide  of 
Tchornayar,  having  been  informed,  that  I 
would  have  no  chance  of  buying  provifions 
in  the  defart, bet  ween  that  cit^  and  Tzaritzin, 
I  bought  two  fheep  for'mjr  ovyn  family,  one 
of  which  we  killed  this  day,  and  the  other 
was  brought  in  the  baggage  cart,which,hav- 
ing  been  carried  over  at  the, beginning,  I  or¬ 
dered  to  let  go  and  feed  upon  the  banks  of 
the  river.  When  every  thing  was  ready, 
Mahomet  was  fent  to  bring  in  the  fheep. 
Tho’  it  canled  at  leaftan  hour’s  delay,  yet  it 
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produced  no  fma)l  diverflon  to  us  all ;  the 
iheep  had  no  inclination  to  be  taken,  and 
Mahomet  had  as  little  inclination  to  leave  it; 
the  chace  continued  Upon  our  fide  of  the  in¬ 
let  a  long  time,  at  laft  the  (heep  being  very 
hardly  purl  tied,  took  the  water  and  fwimmed 
ftraight  to  the  other  fide  ;  this  dilconcerted 
Mahomet  a  little  ;  however  he  dripped,  and 
notwithftanding  I  ordered  him  to  give  over 
the  purfuit,  he  plunged  into  the  water, 
and  purfued  fo  clofely,  that  he  had  very 
near  caught  it,  as  it  was  getting  out  on 
the  oppofite  banks  when  the  fame  farce  was 
afted  over  again ;  but  the  poor  creature  was 
necelfitated  to  take  to  the  water  a  fecond  time, 
when  Mahomet  with  great  eafe  came  up  with 
it,  and  brought  it  to  us.  Mahomet  judged 
very  right  ;  for  if  we  had  not  taken  the 
fheep,  we  would  have  been  necelfitated  to 
travel  two  days  without  any  good  provifion, 
becaufi?  meat  would  not  keep  longer  than 
forty-eight  hours ;  which  we  experienced 
next  day,  the  heat  was  fo  great.  We  met 
with  nothing  remarkable  between  this  and 
Tzaritzin,  except  that  within  five  verfts  of 
that  city  the  Coflacks  and  Tartars  defired  to 
feed  two  hours,  that  they  might  the  better 
draw  their  waggons  over  lome  high  hills 
which  we  had  to  crofs.  At  this  time  our 
provifion  was  altogether  eaten  up,  except  a 
little  {linking  butter,  and  broken  bread,  as 
hard  as  flint.  Every  one  was  calling  out 
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hunger*,  and  I  amongft  the. reft.  X  took 
a  walk  alongft  the  banks  of  the  Volga,  and 
found  great  plenty  of  excellent  mufhrooms, 
of  which  we  gathered  abundance  for  us  all.  I 
found  alio  a  great  quantity  of  excellent  fweet 
arrach,  which  we  boiled,  and  made  a  pretty 
good  repaft.  During  our  ftay  here,  which 
was  about  two  hours,  one  of  my  convoy’s 
horfe  was  bit  by  fome  ferpent,  ofi  which  it 
was  thought  it  would  die.  I  gave  upon  this 
occalion  a  ruble  to  the  Coflack,  and  got  the 
coimnandant’s  promife  to  get  a  contribution 
at  Tzaritzin  for  him  ;  which,  I  doubt  not*  he 
received. 

We  met  with  nothing  remarkable  between 
this  and  Tzaritzin ,  except  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
in  drawing  up  and  down  die  fteep  hills. 

At  Tzaritzin  I  paid  my  faithful  Tartars, 
called  for  frefli  horfes  ;  and  having  paid  my 
refpetls  to  my  old  friend  the  commandant, 
took  my  departure,  that  very  evening  by  the 
north  fide  of  the  line  towards  the  Don. 
When  we  were  abbut  three  verfts  diftantfrom 
the  middle  caflle,  the  people  defired  I  would 
fet  up  my  tent  for  the  night  upon  the  flde 
of  a  brook,  where  there  was  plenty  of  water 
and  grafs  for  their,  horfes becaule,  they 
faid,  a  Swede,  a  captain,  commanded,  who 
would  fufter  none  to  pa^s,,  except  cabinet 
couriers,  in  the  night  time.  In  commilera- 
tion  to  thefe  poor  people  I  did  lo  ;  and  next 
morning  advanced  to  the  caftle,  and  fent  my 
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fervant  with  the  paftport  to  the  captain,  who 
could  get  no  admittance ;  nor  would  the 
guards  permit  us  to  proceeds  Such  rigorous 
treatment  I  could  not  relifli,  and  therefore 
went  myfelf*  Upon  letting  the  centinels 
know  who  I  was,  1  got  ready  admittance  in¬ 
to  the  cartle  ;  and  being  fhown  the  door  of 
the  houfe  where  the  captain  lived,  I  enter- 
*  ed  into  the  firft  chamber,  where  his  fervant 
was  in  waiting.  He  afked  my  bufinefs  ?  I 
anfwered,  I  wanted  to  fee  the  commander 
immediately,  and  defired  him  to  acquaint 
him  fo.  The  fellow  taking  me  for  a  mer¬ 
chant,  (luch  people  having  no  refpe&paid 
them  by  the  army,  except  they  pay  for  it), 
defired  me  to  return  and  wait  till  the  captain 
was  drefled.  At  this  I  {formed,  threaten¬ 
ing  to  have  his  captain  puniflied,  if  1  was 
flopped  ten  minutes.  Our  noife  alarmed 
the  captain,  Vedeman,  though  he  did  not 
hear  what  we  faid.  He  burft  open  the  door, 
and,  in  a  very  angry  mood,  asked,  in  a  hur¬ 
ry,  fome  impertinent  queftions ;  to  all  which 
I  anfwered  (obferving  his  impertinent  fer¬ 
vant  fneering)  with  fome  calmnefs,  that  I 
had  been  waiting  without,  within  the  caftle, 
and  in  his  antichamber,  about  an  hour.  Then 
I  told  him  who  I  was,  and  (hewed  him  my 
paflports.  Tartly,  I  oblerved,  that  as  he  was 
a  foreigner,  I  was  forry  to  find  fb  little  po- 
lkenefs,  and  fo  much  impertinence  from  his 
{ervant.  I  made  him  recolleft  the  common 
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obfcrvation  of  the  mod  fenfible  people  jn  the 
■world,  that  where-ever  fervants  are  obferved 
to  be  rude  to  ftrangers,  or  any  other,  it  is  a 
fiirewdfignofthe  infufficiency  oftheirmafters, 
and  generally  leaves  a  low  and  pitiful  opinion 
that  the  ftranger  muft  entertain  of  them. 
I  obferved  the  captain,  upon  mentioning  the 
grand  Perfian  embafly.  and  that,  in  my  opii 
nion,  we  would  all  in  a  fhort  time  pals  this 
way,  melted  into  extreme  good  humour ; 
and  to  confirm  that  he  was  fo,  He  punifhed 
his  fervant  indantly,  iwearing,  that  he  never 
let  an  uncivil  fervant  go  unpunifhed. 
After  taking  a  glafs  or  two  of  very  good 
wine,  he  importuned  me  to  flay  longer.  I 
told  him  that  Mrs  Cook  would  be  tuiealy  at 
the  flay  I  had  already  made.  Upon  which, 
in  the  greated  hurry,  he  put  on  his  bed  wig, 
and  fword  by  his  fide,  and  walked  out  with 
me,  and  prefled  my  wife  much  to  take  a 
fmall  repad  in  the  cadle.  The  hirelings  re¬ 
jected  that,  as  their  time  was  precious ; 
which  indeed  was  true.  I  was  of  the  fame 
opinion.  But  the  Captain,  oblerving  that  a 
little  red,  and  the  curiofity  of  yifiting  the 
cadle  was  agreeable  to  Mrs  Cook,  ordered 
the  horfes  to  be  unyoked,  and  drove  into  a 
fine  meadow  of  grafs  under  the  cadle  wall, 
commanding  the  foldiers  upon  the  walls  to 
fire  atany  perfon  who  fhould  dare  go  to  near 
the  horfes,  till  farther  orders.  The  boors, 
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feeing  their  horfes  fare  fo  well,  feemed  very 
well  fatisfied  ;  but  were  much  more  fo  when 
they  were  favoured  with  a  tew  glades  of  the 
captain’s  corn  fpirits.  We  palled  about  two 
hours  very  agreeably  in  this  caltle,  and  de¬ 
parted  in  great  friendihip.  The  captain 
gave  orders  not  to  (top  the  hirelings  in  their 
return,  though  in  the  night-time.  And  thus 
every  thing  ended  to  the  general  fatisfadfion 
of  us  all:  Nor  did  we  meet  with  any 
thing  worth  taking  notice  of  till  we  arrived 
at  Michaelova  polt-houfe. 

The  city  of  Michaelova  is  built  upon  a 
riling  ground.  The  Don  wadies  it  on  the 
foudi,  and  a  branch  of  the  lame  river  lur- 
rountls  it  on  all  lides,  fordable  only  in  one 
place,  where  their  poft-houle  is  built  in  foil 
view  of  the  city.  We  arrived  about  twelve 
of  the  clock  in  the  day  ;  two  of  the  failors 
delired  to  buy  provilions  in  the  city  ;  which 
was  readily  granted,  providing  they  would 
return  foon,  to  which  they  readily  agreed. 
I  waited  two  full  hours,  and  ordered  the 
horfes  to  be  yoked,  defigning  to  make 
them  imagine  that  I  would  have,  no  farther 
concern  with  Ibch  head-ftrong  ungovern¬ 
able  people  as  they  were.  Very  lucky  it 
was  that  the  horfes  were  yoked  in  ;  for  the 
horfes  were  lcarcely  put  to,  than  we  fpied 
our  two  adventurers,  purfued,  running  to 
(he  water  lide,  where  they  leized  upon  a 
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(mall  boat,,  and  iinmediately  eroded  over  to 
us,  and  took  their  places  in  their  qart$.  { 
then  ordered  the  horfes  to  be  drove  on  with 
good  fpeed,  much  againft  the  vriU  of  the 
drivers,  who  were  afraid  chat  their  towns¬ 
men  would  take  their  difcrbedience  to  their 
commands  very  ill ;  for  they  from  the  other 
fide  ordered  them  not  to  proceed  dll  they 
came  over*  As  we  had  but  twenty  yerfts  to 
drive  to  Chopra  caftle,  I  was  of  opinion* 
that  if  any1  good  could  be  done  for  them,  my 
old  acquaintance  the  governor  would  have 
contributed  his  afliftance  to  have  made  it  up 
amicably  ;  whereas  if  the  Coftacks  had  once 
laid  hold  of  them,  they  would  have  ptraifhed 
them  by  their  own  laws  j  nor  would  have 
fliown  die  lead  regard  for  me.  When  we 
arrived  in  Chopra,  I  ordered  horfes  to  be  got 
ready,  and  loft  no  dme  in  driving  on  to  the 
next  poft-houfe  in  the  defart,  formerly  taken 
notice  of ;  and  there,  with  frefh  horfes,  I 
made  nof  ftay,  but  drove  on  to  the  next  in 
courfe.  This  1  did,  that  if  any  ptfrfuit  was 
intended,  they  would  be  informed  at  the 
poft-houfe,  or  by  the  people  who  returned 
with  the  horfes,  that  I  made  no  ftop  any 
where ;  wherefore  it  would  be  isTpofrible  to 
overtake  me  till  I  would  be  quite  out  of  die 
province  of  Veronks  ;  bebanfe  they  could 
get  no  other  horfes  riian  thefe  I  had  made 
ufe  of  before  them.  Thus,  at  the  hazard  of 
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a  good  deal  of  trouble,  expence,  and  uneafi- 
nefs,  I  faved  my  troublefome  countrymen, 
who  very  probably,  in  their  own  country, 
would  not  have  efcaped  lo  ealily.  I  wanted 
to  know  the  caufe  of  all  this  trouble  I  had 
undergone  for  them;  and,  in  a  merry  hu¬ 
mour,  begged  that  they  would  indulge  me 
with  their  account  of  it.  They,  thinking, 
no  doubt,  that  I  would  approve  of  their 
frolic,  being  at  leaft  as  young  as  any 
one  of  them,  told  me,  that,  after  they  had 
made  their  market,  they  went  into  a  houfe  to 
take  a  draught  of  Tome  liquor,  where  they 
faw  very  pretty  women,  whom  they  invited 
to  take  a  (hare  of  it.  After  the  women 
had  drank  a  few  glafles  of  mead,  die  tars 
wanted  to  proceed  to  liberties  ;  to  which 
the  women  not  confenting,  and  being  much 
affronted  at  their  audacioufnefs,  after  they 
had  told  them,  that  they  Were  married  wo¬ 
men,  bawled  out ;  by  which  I  fufpedl  the 
Tailors  wanted  to  force  them.  The  noife 
foon  allembled  a  mob  at  the  door,  which  the 
Tailors,  however,  had  made  faft,  previous  to 
their  defign.  The  Tailors,  perceiving  their 
danger,  paid  Tor  their  liquor,  made  their 
efcape  out  of  a  window  into  a  garden,  over 
the  dyke  of  it,  and  wall  of  the  town.  They 
made  not  the  leaft  helitation  to  fcramble,  nor 
to  feize  the  firft  boat  with  oars  which  they 
came  to,  and  To,  as  has  been.  laid,,  came  to 
us.  When  they  had  made  an  end  of  their 
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dilcourfe,  I  endeavoured  to  convince  them 
of  the  viflany  which  they  had  attempted ; 
and  allured  them,  that  it  was  ray  opinion, 
that,  had  the  Coflacks  fucceeded  in  capti¬ 
vating  them,  they  would  not  by  this  time 
have  been  permitted  to  live.  I  faid,  that 
as  they  were  my  countrymen,  and  as  I 
had  given  my  promife  to  Mr  Thomfon  to 
convey  them  fafe  to  Mofcow,  I  would  en¬ 
deavour  to  do  fo  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  af¬ 
ter  this  day,  I  was  determined  to  take  my  re- 
pafts  in  my  tent  in  die  open  fields,  at  lead; 
one  verft  diftant  from  any  city  or  village, 
and  proceed  regularly  on  my  way  to  Mof¬ 
cow  ;  therefore  adviled  them,  who  fcarcely 
could  afk  for  any  thing  in  the  Ruffian  lan¬ 
guage,  to  be  very  cautious  what  they  did  ; 
for  determined  I  was  henceforth,  to  give  my- 
felf  no  further  concern  about  protecting  fuch 
irregular  people.  I  told  them,  that  I  was 
not  ignorant  that  they  defigned  to  take  a 
view  of  Ivangorod,  where  it  was  then  belie¬ 
ved  the  unfortunate  branches  of  the  royal  fa¬ 
mily  were  kept  prifoners..  I  honeftly  warn¬ 
ed  them  of  their  danger,  and  allured  them, 
that  if  they  made  any  fuch  attempt,  or  fo 
much  as  fpoke  to  any  perfon  about  them,  it 
would  endanger  their  lives  ;  but  if  they  pre¬ 
served  their  lives,  they  would  undoubtedly 
lofe  their  liberties;  and  that,  in  that  cafe, 
it  would  be  as  dangerous  for  me,  or  any 
other,  to  fpeak  in  their  favour.  Mr  O- 
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jieman  was  fenfibli  of  the  truth  of  all  thi8# 
and  ufed  what  arguments  he  coulcj  to  con* 
vince  them  of  their  danger.  We  arrived 
within  a  verft  of  Jvqiigorod,  where  I  flopped 
to  take  a  refrefhment,  and  kept  the  faUors 
from  going  to  the  city.  I  fpoke  privately 
to  the  eamfhicks,  or  people  to  whom  the 
frorfes  belonged,  to  drive  on  at  a  good  (mart 
trot,  till  we  arrived  at  the  pity,  then  to  drive 
through  at  a  full  gallop,  in  order  to  prevent 
thefe  ignorant  people  from  bringing  them* 
felves  into  further  trouble.  As  I  took 
iny  place  in  the  rear,  and  Mr  Qneman  iq 
front,  I  faw  it  performed  to  my  wifh :  Nor 
did  the  drivers  give  over  till  we  were  at 
leaft  two  verfts  diflan t  from  the  city,  After 
this  I  met  with  nothing  to  difhirh  me  till  I 
arrived  at  Mofcow  on  the  1 9th  day  of  June, 
having  travelled  1563  verfts  in  twenty-rfiK. 
days,  by  land,  heavy  loaded,  and  delivered 
my  charge  in  fafetyto  Mr  Tam  as,  of  whom 
I  was  very  glad  to  be  freed.  As  I  was  dri¬ 
ving  flowly  through  the  ftreets  of  Mofcow  to 
ihe  prince’s  houfe,  I  accidentally  met  with 
Major  Berezin,  who  was  as  adjutant  to  the 
prince,  but  now  was  honoured  with  the 
place  of  marfhal  of  the  embafly,  He,  a- 
mongft  other  things,  told  me  of  the  death 
of  thie  incomparable  princefs  Catharine  Gor 
Jkzin,  the  prince’s  eldeft  daughter.  I  do 
pot  believe  any  piece  of  intelligence  could 
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Have  been  more  affe&ing  to  me.  The 
major  defired  that  I  would  take  no  notice  of 
it  to  her  parents,  and  appear  as  if  I  had 
known  nothing  of  it.  This  was  abfolutely 
unpofliWfe,  having  been  fb  lately  made  ac¬ 
quainted  with  her  fevere  end.  However, 
I  behaved  with  all  the  refolution  and  pru¬ 
dence  of  which  I  was  capable.  We  arrived 
before  dinner,  and  by  the  time  we  had  dif- 
pofed  of  oar  baggage,  and  paid  our  compli¬ 
ments  to  this  illuftrious  family,  we  were  or¬ 
dered  to  conic  to  dinner.  Dinner  being 
ended,  the  princefc  rofe  fooner  than  ordina¬ 
ry,  and  defired  to  fpeak  with  me  in  the  par¬ 
lour,  I  no  fooner  entered,  than  after  ha¬ 
ving  difeharged  a  flood  of  tears,  fhe  gave  me 
the  melancholy  hiftory  of  her  moft  accom- 
phfhed  daughter,  and  told  me,  that  the  Em- 
prefs  had  twice  verbally  ordered  Count  Le- 
ftoig  to  fend  for  me ;  becaufe,  (he  faid,  that 
her  daughter  Catharine  was  of  opinion,  that 
if  1  had  had  the  care  of  her,  flie  would  be  in 
no  danger.  Of  this  I  am  very  uncertain  j  for 
file  was  for  advanced  in  a  deep  conlumption 
before  I  could  have  reached  Mofcow, 
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CHAP.  XVI. 

The  author  arrives  at  Mofcow.  A  defer iption 
of  the  monajlery  of  Jerufalem. . 

AS  I  was  a  ftranger  in  this  city,  I  em¬ 
ployed  my  time,  for  about  a  week,  in 
viliting  it*  and  only  one  monaftery,  called 
Jerufalem's  monajlery,  diftant  from  Mofcow  a- 
bout  fixty  verfts.  As  I  have  already  given 
a  general  defeription  of  this  city,  Ifhall  here 
give  a  (hort  defeription  of  this  monaftery,  fo 
famous  through  all  Ruflia.  The  church, 
bifhop’s  and  priefts  houfes,  &c.  are  all  en- 
clofed  with  high  brick  walls,  the  wall  form¬ 
ing  one  fide  of  the  bifhop’s  palace,  all  built 
on  a  beautiful  detached  hill,  having  on  the 
eaft,  north,  and  weft  the  fineft  lawns 
in  the  world,  through  which  glides  a 
noble  river.  In  the  plain,  upon  the  banks 
of  the  river,  ftands  the  builder’s  romantic 
houfe,  all  built  of  ftone.  Prince  Michael 
Golitzin,  Major  Berezin,  and  I  arrived  at  the 
monaftery,  juft  as  the  priefts  had  begun  the 
forenoon  fervice  ;  wherefore  we  determined 
•to  viflt  the  builder’s  houfe,  hofpital,  and  ap¬ 
pendages  belonging  to  this  celebrated  church. 
We  were  let  out  at  a  fmall  back  entry,  de¬ 
fended  a  pleafant  equal  bank,  and  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  about  half  a  verft  to  this  romantic 
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pile :  It  flood  quite  alone,  three  {lories  in 
height,  in  every  one  of  which  were  four 
rooms,  except  the  ground-ftory,  where  were 
his  kitchen,  flore-room,  and  a  room,  I  ima¬ 
gine,  for  his  attendants.  The  area  of  each 
of  thele  rooms  was  but  about  eight,  or  at 
mod  nine  feet  fquare  ;  in  every  one  was  a 
fmall  flove  ;  his  bed-dead  was  of  done,  as 
were  the  bed  and  pillow  ;  his  chairs  were  of 
the  fame  materials :  Every  dory  of  this  houfe 
was  vaulted,  and  it  was  flat  on  the  roof,  for 
the  conveniency  of  taking  a  view  of  the 
country.  It  had  but  one  entry,  and  every 
room  received  light  from  one  window  of  the 
lead  fize  The  builder  was  a  hermit,  and  a 
profefled  religious. 

The  hofpital  was  not  very  large,  but  well 
enough  provided  with  every  neceflary  but 
medicine  :  Prayers  were  fufficient  to  cure  all 
the  difeafes  which  appeared  in  this  holy 
place.  If  no  cure  happened  to  be  perform- 
,ed,  an  anfwer  was  not  wanting,  viz.  that 
God  had  determined  a  certain  time  for  him 
to  be  clean  fed  from  the  difeafes  of  his  foul, 
as  well  as  his  body.  When  death  enfiied, 
nothing  could  prove  more  advantageous, 
for  he  went  immediately  to  heaven  from 
God’s  own  temple  of  Jerufalem,  without  the 
lead  dread  of  purgatory,  and  his  body  was 
depofited  in  the  holied  of  ground  till  the  re- 
furredlion.  . 
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On  the  Weft  end  of  the  church  was  one  df 
the  moft  capacious  copulas  I  have  ever  feen, 
only  the  middle  of  the  arch  had  fallen  down 
iome  years  ago.  This  copula  was  deligned 
to  prevent  rain,  Or  even  the  dew,  to  fall  up¬ 
on  the  holy  fepulchre,  which  ftood  near  the 
centre,  with  a  ftone  crofs  on  the  top  of  it, 
which  the  monk  allured  us  was  not  touched, 
nor  any  part  of  the  facred  fepulchre  defaced 
With  the  fall  of  the  copula.  To  which  I  an- 
fwered,  without  thinking  where  I  was,  that 
it  was  a  good  chance*  Upon  which  the 
monk  endeavoured  to  undeceive  me,  t»y  pro- 
tefting,  that  this  wonderful  miracle  was  done 
by  God  himfelf.  Having  no  inclination  to 
difpute  with  this  piece  of  ignorance,  I  ac- 
quiefeed  ;  and,  out  of  refpedt  to  the  place, 
crawled  into  the  fepulchre.  The  ftone  at 
the  door  was  very  large  ;  and  I  am  certain 
fuch  a  ftone  could  not  have  been  removed  by 
ten  men,  unkfs  it  had  been  broken  in 
pieces,  or  they  had  had  proper  machines 
fixed  for  that  purpofe.  As  we  were  vifiting 
(Ms  wonderful  copula,  and  its  contents,  word 
was  brought,  that  the  bifoop  was  on  his  way 
to  his  palace.  Upon  which  the  young  prince 
defired  us  to  go  out  and  view  the  proceftion. 
Two  deacons  proceeded ;  the  bifliop  walked 
alone,  followed  by  many  different  orders  of 
priefts  and  monks.  The  prince  and  major 
advanced  to  beg  the  bifhop’s  benedi&ion, 
which  they  were  not  refufed :  Our  fervants 
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aUo  (hared  the  fame  honour.  He  having 
been  informed  what  countryman  I  was,  who 
was  delerted  by  all  our  company  at  this  time, 
made  a  (ign  to  me  to  come  to  him-  I  ad¬ 
vanced  immediately  to  know  his  pleafure  : 
He  took  me  by  the  hand,  and  gave  me  a 
Iiearty  welcome,  telling  me,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  this  lingular  mark  of  diftinttion 
proceeded  from  the  great  love  he  naturally 
had  for  Britifh  people.  He  faid,  that  he 
had  belonged,  about  ten  years,  to  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  fleet,  where  Admirals  Gordon,  Saunders, 
and  Paton,  with  a  number  he  named,  had 
fhown  him  particular  marks  of  their  favour : 
For  which  reafons,  and  many  others,  which 
he  enumerated,  his  bread  glowed  with  gra¬ 
titude,  as  it  were,  to  a  Briton.  I  told  him, 
that  I  was  very  happy,  in  being  at  once  made 
acquainted  with  a  perfon  of  his  cloth,  digni¬ 
ty,  but,  above  all,  his  good  fenfe  ;  which,  I 
obfervcd  to  him,  could  not  fail  to  make  him 
gain  the  efteem  of  every  perfon,  let  their 
condition  be  ever  to  high,  providing  they  had 
fenfe  to  fee  his  merit. 

The  bilhop  difmifled  the  whole  band  of 
his  attendants,  except  the  perfon  who  kept 
the  keys  of  the  church,  whom  he  ordered  to 
open  the  doors,  and  wait  on  the  out-fide. 
The  dome  was  very  magnificent  and  very 
high,  with  a  gallery  which  lurrounded  it 
near  the  top  ;  the  windows  were  capacious  ; 
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it  was  very  well  lighted  ;  the  walls  were  all 
hung  round  with  various  pictures  of  the 
Saints,  very  richly  adorned  with  iilver,  gold, 
pearl,  and  precious  ftones  ;  the  altar  was  ve¬ 
ry  grand,  and  adorned  with  various  pieces 
of  curious  workmanlhip.  I  cannot  fay  whe¬ 
ther  this  dome  was  as  large  as  that  of  St  Paul’s 
in  London  or  not,  but  it  was  a  noble  ftruc- 
ture.  I  he  bilhop  laid,  that  this  church  was 
not  built  like  the  antient  temple  at  Jerufa- 
lem,  but  it  was  equal  at  lead  to  it,  and  ex¬ 
ceeded  much  in  richnefs  the  prefent  princi¬ 
pal  church,  of  which  this  was  defigned  to  be 
a  copy,  and  therefore  was  called  Jerufalem 
monaftery.  He  perfuaded  the  young  prince 
and  major  to  go  up  to  the  gallery  and  look 
down;  they  obeyed,  and  when  they  had  en¬ 
tered  upon  the  ftair,  he  Ihut  the  door  and 
locked  it,  telling  me,  that  it  would  be  pof- 
lible  for  them  to  get  to  the  gallery  loon,  nor 
could  any  look  into  the  church  :  Now,  faid 
he,  I  defign  to  let  you  have  a  view  of  the 
fatiftum  fan  ft  or  nm  ;  fear  nothing,  come  away. 
He  then  opened  the  door  from  the  altar,  and 
I  looked  in,  but  would  not  enter  ;  he  laugh¬ 
ed  at  my  circumfpedtion  ;  but  I  anfwered, 
that  I  had  a  full  view  of  every  thing,  return¬ 
ed  him  thanks,  declared  my  fatisfattion,  and 
withdrew  into  the  middle  of  the  church, 
where  we  had  not  waited  long,  till  the  young 
gentlemen  made  their  appearance  like  two 
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puppets  from  the  gallery ;  and  they  faid,  we 
looked  like  two  pigmie  dwarfs,  not  exceed¬ 
ing  the  bignels  of  crows.  The  fanftum  fanc- 
torurn  was  a  room,  whofe  floor  was  nearly  a 
hemilphere  ;  on  the  fide  next  the  partition, 
which  feparated  it  from  the  altar,  was  a  very 
long  broad  table,  covered  with  a  carpet  of 
cut  velvet,  fringed  witji  gold,  upon  which  a 
few  books  lay,  and  in  one  corner  was  a  large 
cheft;  what  was  kept  in  it  I  did  not  enquire; 
and  upon  the  walls  were  hanging  many 
church  garments. 

The  young  gentlemen  being  returned ,  the 
bifhop  retired  to  his  palace,  alter  taking  our 
promife  to  dine  with  him,  and  ordered  one 
of  tlie  monks  to  (hew  us  any  thing  remain¬ 
ing  worthy  of  notice  :  He  took  us  through  a 
variety  of  lmall  buildings  on  the  fouth  tide 
of  the  church,  in  every  one  of  which  was 
part  of  our  Saviour’s  remarkable  tranfaClions 
when  he  lojourned  on  the  earth,  reprelented 
by  figures  as  big  as  the  life,  efpecially  thefe  on 
the  three  erodes,  and  which  appeared  to  me 
to  be  very  well  executed.  When  we  had 
vifited  every  thing,  we  were  conveyed  to  the 
palace,  where  the  good  hilhop  made  us  very 
happy  with  his  chearful  company.  We 
fpent  about  two  hours  with  this  charming 
man  ;  and,  after  having  eaten  of  the  bell 
and  moll  delicious  filh-dilhes,  and  drunk  as 
much  excellent  wine  as  we  chufed,  we  de¬ 
parted,  extremely  well  pleafed  with  our  good 
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entertainment,  to  a  village  belonging  to  the 
prince,  where  we  ordered  a  good  country 
lupper,  and  flept  upon  hay.  Next  morn¬ 
ing,  we  returned  to  Mofcow,  where  all  were 
delighted  with  the  account  of  the  bifhop’s 
hofpitality.and  his  acting  fo  much  like  a  gen¬ 
tleman. 

It  was  at  this  time  I  had  ever  feen  any  ex¬ 
periments  of  electricity  :  Thefe  were  exhibi¬ 
ted  by  Dr  Lerch  phylician  appointed  by  the 
embafly.  The  wonderful  effects  it  produced 
upon  many,  caufed  a  very  great  refort  of  the 
mod  illuftrious  people  in  Mofcow  ;  but  this 
was  not  altogether  agreeable  to  the  prince, 
becaufe,  he  told  the  doClor,  he  made  an  ap¬ 
pearance  in  Mofcow,  rather  like  a  ft  roller  than 
an  honourable  phyfician.  '  The  doCtor  urged 
that  he  took  no  money  for  his  trouble,  but 
the  prince  let  him  know,  that  unlefs  he  gave* 
it  over,  or  praCtiied  it  privately,  he  would 
never  have  the  leaft  value  for  him  ;  with 
which  at  laft  he  was  forced  to  comply. 

During  my  fhort  ftay,  I  was  fent  for  by 
one  of  her  Majefty*s  blind  counfcllors.  At 
my  arrival,  he  laid,  that  he  had  been  infonn- 
ed  I  had  recovered  feveral  people  blind  of 
cataracts,  which  was  his  difcafe.  I  anfwer- 
ed,  that  1  had  l’ucceeded  frequently,  but  that 
I  could  not  promife  at  any  time  to  be  luc- 
cefsful  ;  becaufe,  whatever  has  been  taught 
concerning  that  difeafe,  I  had  known  fome 
experienced  men  miltaken  ;  that  they  have 
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imagined  the  cataraft  very  good,  by  all  the 
falutary  appearances  ufually  taken  notice  of; 
but  that  1  had  been  an  eye-witnefs  how  far 
they  were  miftaken,  when  they  touched  it 
w  ith  the  needle,  although  no  blame  could  be 
fixed  upon  them  in  uiing  the  inftrument  ; 
•wherefore,  I  was  determined  never  to  pro- 
mile  more  than  I  was  certain  I  could  per-* 
form.  He  faid,  there  was  fomething  lingular 
in  his  difeafe  ;  for,  faid  he,  one  day  J  lee 
ibme,  and  the  next  day  1  am  quite  blind. 
This,  I  confefs,  furprifed  me.  1  hefitated 
not  to  tell  him  fo,  and  that  I  never  had  feen 
any  who  had  made  the  fame  remark,  nor 
had  I  ever  read  of  any  fuch  in  any  book.  I 
alked  him,  Whether  this  was  his  blind  day  l 
He  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  and  begged 
I  would  come  next  day,  when  he  would  rea¬ 
dily  Ihow  me  that  he  could  fee,  tho*  faintly, 
all  his  fingers.  Next  day,  being  dreffed  in 
the  fca  uniform,  which  was  green,  when  I 
arrived,  he  exprefled  joy  ;  for,  lays  he,  I  can 
plainly  diflinguilh  all  my  fingers  :  Then  he 
eagerly  counted  over  his  fingers,  afl’uring  me, 
that  he  could  diftinguifli  them  very  eafily, 
efpecially  as  the  air  was  very  ferene.  After 
a  linall  time,  his  only  daughter  being  prefent; 
I  begged  of  him  to  place  his  hand  on  his 
knee,  and  at  that  diftance  try  if  he  could  fee 
them  :  He  did  fo,  and  with  great  joy  count¬ 
ed  over  and  touched  every  one  of  them : 
But  little  'did  he  know  tha$  the  fkirt  of  my 
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coat  was  between  his  eyes  and  hands.  I 
ended  this  affair,  by  alluring  him,  that  as  yet 
the  catara&s  were  not  come  to  ripenefs  ;  but 
added,  that  if  they  were  ripe  when  I  fhould 
return  from  Perfia,  I  would  very  readily  couch 
them.  He  returned  me  thanks,  and  laid. 
Don’t  think  that  I  (hall  employ  you  unpaid  ; 
her  Imperial  Majefty  will  thank  you  for  what 
good  you  do  me  ;  but  I  am  rich  ;  I  need 
none  to  help  me,  and  I  will  not  fail  to  reward 
you  nobly.  In  laying  fo,  he  put  fix  ducats 
into  my  hand  ;  nor  would  he  be  refilled.  At 
the  door  I  told  his  daughter  that  I  had  not 
the  fmalleft  hopes  of  his  recovering  his  fight, 
becaufe  he  was  affli&ed  with  two  dileales  ; 
the  one  was  truly  the  cataract,  the  other  the 
gutta  ferfna,  which  is  a  dileafe  of  itlelf  incu¬ 
rable.  I  told  her  this,  in  confidence  never  to 
divulge  it  to  any  but  gentlemen  of  the  pro-< 
feffion,  who  would  not  do  a  dirty  thing,  in 
order  to  fill  their-  pockets.  At  my  return 
from  Perfia  I  foon  had  a  meflage  from  him : 
He  told  me,  that  he  began  to  fret  much  at 
the  tedious  proceeding  of  the  embafly,  and 
was  afraid  that  I  might  die  in  that  expedition, 
which  had  proved  fo  very  fatal  to  many ; 
therefore,  faid  he,  I  made  a  tour  to  St  Pe- 
terfburgh,  and,  hoping  they  might  be  ripe, 
by  her  Majefty  *s  high  order,  had  a  confulta- 
tion  of  all  the  phyficians,  and  many  of  the 
belt  furgeons  in  St  Peterfburgh  ;  but  to  my 
great  misfortune,  they  pronounced  die  fame 
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fentence  you  had  done  formerly.  His  daugh¬ 
ter  told  me,  that  flie  had  acquainted  them 
with  my  opinion  before  they  law  him,  and 
after  they  had  given  him  their  opinion,  he 
told  them,  that  I  had  faid  the  fame  thing. 
At  this  meeting,  I  pronounced  the  very  fame 
opinion  I  had  done  formerly,  and  that  there¬ 
fore  it  would  be  to  no  purpole  to  put  him  to 
the  expence  of  unnecellary  vilits.  He  was 
truly  a  man  of  a  noble  fpirit,  and  good  un- 
derftanding  :  He  frankly  begged  that  I  would 
twice  a  week  at  lead  vilit  him,  and  it  would 
be  a  pleafure  to  him  to  give  me  for  each  vi- 
fit  two  ducats,  rather  than  two  copeaks  to  a 
villain  who  would  impofe  upon  him. 

I  have  been  informed,  lince  I  left  Rulfia, 
that  the  ft  roller,  Chevalier  Taylor,  was  dif- 
graced  in  Rulfia,  for  1‘ome  fruitlefs  attempt  he 
made  upon  fome  counfellor ;  very  likely  this 
was  the  man,  but  I  am  uncertain. 

One  day  after  dinner,  the  prince  defired  I 
would  pay  a  vilit  to  an  old  maiden  lady,  who 
complained  of  a  very  extraordinary  dileafe. 
She  was  about  the  age  of  fifty-five,  and  for 
eight  or  nine  years  before  this  her  upper  lip 
lwelled  immenfely  every  month  ;  at  the  end 
of  the  month,  it  broke  open  and  emitted  a 
large  quantity  of  bloody  matter.  When  the 
fwelling  was  at  the  greateft,  it  not  only  co¬ 
vered  her  mouth,  but  her  chin  alio,  fo  that, 
for  near  fourteen  days  every  month  Ihe  could 
fee  no  company,  nor  go  to  church,  of  which 
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flje  was  extremely  fond.  He  faid,  that 
it  was  now  fmall,  and  therefore  defired 
me  to  pay  her  a  vilit,  to  lee  if  I  had  any 
hopes  of  her  recovery.  I  did  fo,  and  obler- 
ving  a  very  fmall  aperture  on  the  infide,  a- 
bove  the  dentes  inciflvi ,  exactly  in  the  mid¬ 
dle,  I  begged  (lie  would  permit  me  to  in¬ 
troduce  a  very  fmall  probe,  which  I  ealily 
bent  to  anfwer  my  intention.  I  run  this 
probe  from  the  orifice  quite  down  to  the  low- 
eft  point  of  the  lip;  and,  feeling  with  my  fin¬ 
ger,  I  difcovered  only  a  very  thin  membrane, 
viz.  the  inner  (kin  of  the  lip,  without  any  un- 
eafinefs  interveening  between  my  finger  and 
the  probe.  I  advifed  her  therefore  to  have 
patience  till  it  fwelled  to  it$  utmoft  fize,  and 
let  me  know'  whenever  it  burft  open,  not 
doubting  but  that  this  would  happen  before 
we  left  Mofcow.  To  all  this  file  agreed, 
but  faid,  that,  confidering  (lie  had  taken  the 
advice  of  all  the  principal  phyficians  and  fiur- 
geons  in  the  city,  during  the  whole  time  of 
her  illnefs,  without  any  elfe<ff,  fhe  defpaired 
of  ever  recovering.  I  anfwered,  that  I  was 
very  far  from  making  her  certain  of  a  cure  ; 
but  I  was  very  certain,  that  what  I  propofed 
to  do  was  agreeable  to  the  rules  of  pra&ice 
and  reafon  ;  and  further,  that  if  it  did  not 
fucceed  to  her  wifli,  it  could  never  make  it 
worfe,nor  any  way  hurt  her.  All  things  being 
agreed  upon,  I  waited  till  I  one  morning 
was  fent  for,  and  found  her  lip  incredibly 
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big  :  The  flowing  of  the  bloody  thin  matter 
pointed  out  die  orifice  from  whence  it  pro^ 
ceeded,  into  which  I  introduced  a  gentian 
tent,  and  in  the  afternoon  another.  Next 
hloming,  when  I  had  withdrawn  the  tent, 
I,  unperceived,  introduced  the  point  of  a 
finall  crooked  (harp  knife,  rthich  had  a  but¬ 
ton  on  the  very  point,  and  at  once  cut  quite 
through  the  lower  point  of  the  lip.  The 
tvhole  contents  fell  out  at  once,  arid  (he  was 
agreeably  enough  furprifed  to  have  fo  fud- 
denly  been  iiiade  free  from  fo  great  weight* 
I  drefled  it  up  with  dry  feraped  lint,  and 
continued  to  look  after  her  for  a  few  days, 
taking  care  that  the  wound  did  not  grow  to¬ 
gether. 

At  o'Ur  return  from  Perfiat,  this  good  lady 
was  in  perfect  health,  nor  had  ever  been 
troubled  with  that  difagreeable  fwelling,  nei¬ 
ther  did  any  ill  confequence  follow  ;  and, 
what  is  the  more  furprifing,  none  knew,  ex¬ 
cept  the  prince,  that  I  bad  made  any  opera- 
r  at  ion  ;  for  fhe  thought,  and  faid  fo  to  her 
acquaintances,  that,  at  a  third  application  of 
the  tent,  every  thing  was  at  once  made  open* 
not  dreaming  that  (he  had  been  cut ;  an  o- 
perarion,  though  a  very  great  trifle,  (he  ne¬ 
ver  would  have  fubmitted  to,  if  (be  had  been 
made  previoufly  acquainted  with  it. 
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Treats  of  the  Arnbajf adores  Suite ,  the  Prejents 
for  the  Shack t  and  their  Departure  from 
-  Mofcow. 


ABOUT  the  latter  end  of  July  all  the  fuite 
being  aflembled,  and  all  tjie  prefents 
defigned  for  the  court  of  Perlia  being  now 
ready,  and  packed  up,  we  received  orders 
from  court  to  march  with  all  diligence  for 
Aflrachan. 

The  fuite  confifted  of  the  ambaflador,  and 
fix  officers  of  the  army  as  companions  to 
the  ambaflador,  captains  and  lieutenants  ; 
the  fecretary  and  confiliarift,  a  number  of 
writers  and  interpreters  ;  the  phyfician,  fur- 
gcon,  furgeon’s  mate,  and  affiftants ;  fix  pa¬ 
ges,  all  young  gentlemen  ;  two  troops  of 
dragoons,  each  troop  confuting  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  men,  commanded  by  fix 
officers,  with  one  engineer  ;  fixty  foldiers 
with  their  arms  ;  eighteen  muficians,  confut¬ 
ing  of  various  violins,  balloons,  hautboys,  and 
Trench  horns  ;  befides,  one  pair  of  kettle¬ 
drums  and  a  trumpet  to  each  troop,  all  of  filr 
ver,  with  large  filver  tafiels  and  fringes  which 
reached,  when  on  horfe-back,  near  to  the 
ground  ;  twenty  falconers  drefled  in  green, 
jnounted  with  gold-lace,  as  were  our  mufi¬ 
cians, 
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clans,  only  their  cloaths  were  differently 
made. 

Before  we  left  Mofcow,  the  prince  gave 
orders  that  his  whole  command  fhould  drefs 
themfelves  in  their  richeft  cloaths,  and  make 
their  appearance  in  his  court,  affuring  them, 
that  if  they  had  not  got  every  thing  about 
them  in  that  order  which  her  Majefty  requi¬ 
red,  they  would  be  difmifled,  and  others 
more  worthy  of  fuch  honour  chofen  in  their 
places.  When  we  had  gone  through  the 
mufter,  fault  was  only  found  with  Dr  Lerch, 

(a  lover  of  money  ;)  he  was  dreffed  in  fiu- 
perfine  brown  cloth,  with  a  broad  gold-lace, 
whereas,  the  prince  faid,  he  fhould  at  leaft 
have  had  two  rows  of  gold-lace,  buttons, 
tSrc.  in  proportion  ;  he  therefore  had  orders 
to  get  fuch  tilings  as  were  prefcribed,  or  elfe 
the  prince  protefted  he  would  return  him. 

The  doctor  received  one  thouland  crowns  to 
mount  him,  and  he  had  not  laid  out  the  half 
of  it.  Our  horfe-furniture  was  fuperbly  ma¬ 
nufactured,  in  proportion  to  the  owner.  My 
cloaths  and  furniture  were  inferior  to  none 
of  the  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  embafly  ; 
but  this  was  owing  purely  to  the  prince’s  ge- 
nerofity  to  me,  who  upon  this  occafion  paid 
not  one  farthing,  but  put  feven  hundred  and 
fifty  crowns,  defigned  for  fuch  expences,  in¬ 
to  my  pocket.  The  prefents  confided  of 
filks,  European  manufactured  velvets,  clocks, 
watches,  fnuff-boxes,  (though  the  Perfians 
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never  ufe  fnuff,)  and  a  variety  of  trinkets  In 
gold,  (liver,  and  brafs  double  gilt,  of  curious 
workmanfbip,  and  many  of  them  befet  with 
precious  Hones ;  twelve  armed  chairs  of  Heel, 
inlaid  with  gold,  of  very  curious  workman* 
(hip,  all  made  in  Ruflia ;  twenty  horfes  bred 
|n  Ruflia,  from  Perfian,  Arabian,  Italian,  Spa- 
nifh,  Britilh,  and  German  offspring.  Among 
thefe  horfes,  one  of  the  Britifh  progeny 
would  allow  none  to  mount  him,  except  the 
man  who  fed  him,  and  Major  Berezin  who 
frequently  placed  the  reins  on  his  neck,  and 
fmoked  his  pipe  as  we  rode  along.  One  day 
Captain  Pofliet,  of  whom  mention  was  form¬ 
erly  made,  a  brifk  officer  and  excellent  horfe- 
man,  laid  a  wager  with  the  major,  that  he 
would  ride  him  ;  he  accordingly  mounted, 
and  no  doubt  ufed  all  his  {kill ;  the  horfe 
did  all  he  could  to  phrow  him ;  but  find¬ 
ing  all  his  attempts  fruitlefs,  he  reared, 
fell  back,  and  had  very  nigh  killed  the  cap¬ 
tain  ;  and  what  furprifed  me  greatly,  he  did 
not  attempt  to  run  off,  being  a  Honed  horfe, 
us  indeed  they  all  were,  but  Hood  peaceably 
till  the  major  feized  him,  and  caufed  put  him 
up. 

Every  thing  being  now  in  readinefs,  I 
begged  leave  of  the  prince  to  convoy  my 
wife  to  St  Peteriburgh  j  but,  alike  in  every 
thing,  he  Hroaked  my  head,  and  afked  if  I 
would  not  let  her  Hay  with  the  princefs  till 
my  return,  telling  me,  that  he  had  appoint- 
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ed  two  very  convenient  rooms  for  her,  and 
as  many  maids  to  attend  her  ;  that,  when  in 
health,  (he  would  eat  with  the  princefs  daily} 
if  ailing,  proper  care  fhould  be  taken  of  her, 
the  fame  as  his  own  family.  Thus,  every 
thing  being  feetded  to  my  fatisfa&ion,  I  was 
jpade  quite  eaiy.  The  horfes,  dragoons, 
and  bulk  of  the  baggage,  with  the  do&or 
and  his  mate,  were  font  off  on  different 
days,  that  fuch  a  number  of  men  and  horfes 
might  not  be  oppreflive  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  countries  through  which  we  were  to  pafs, 
about  the  end  of  July.  At  laft,  however,  in 
the  beginning  of  Auguft,  the  prince  fot  out 
immediately  after,  in  company  with  the  prin¬ 
cefs  and  his  young  fon  Michael,  who  con¬ 
voyed  us  a  few  hundred  verfts,  with  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  embafly,  muficians,  and  a  few 
foldiers  to  mount  a  ref pe&able  guard,  where- 
ever  the  prince  happened  to  fet  up.  I  ob¬ 
served  my  wife  very  melancholy  the  whole 
time  of  dinner,  and  fhe,  when  queftioned, 
faid  the  mufic  was  the  caufe.  I  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  comfort  her,  but  to  little  purpofe.  Af¬ 
ter  dinner,  I  went  into  her  apartment,  and 
counfelled  her  to  behave  like  a  prudent  wo¬ 
man  ;  and,  having  given  her  promife  not  to 
follow  me  out,  I  went  direftly  and  feated 
myfelf  in  my  waggon,  the  reft  being  all  gone 
away.  I  had  fcarcely  taken  my  feat,  when 
my  wife  was  by  me,  holding  fail  by  my  gar- 
jpent.  1  intreated  her  to  go  into  the  houfe, 
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and  ordered  to  drive  on.  She  endeavoured 
to  keep  her  hold,  which  obliged  me  to  give 
her  a  gentle  pufh,  left  the  hindermoft  wheels 
had  run  over  her;  and  thus  we  parted.  I  loon 
came  up  with  the  rear,  and  we  drove  only 
twenty  verfts  from  Mofcow  that  night.  Af¬ 
ter  tea,  the  prince  difpatched  a  meflenger  to 
Mofcow,  for  fome thing  he  had  forgot.  I 
begged  to  go  alfo,  telling  him  what  way  I 
was  obliged  to  part  with  my  wife,  and  how 
much  it  grieved  me  ;  but  that  wife  man  made 
me  fenfible,  that,  in  place  of  alleviating,  it 
would  rather  increafe  her  grief,  difluaded 
me  from  it,  and  advifed  me  to  write  a  fhort 
billet,  which  I  did.  At  the  courier’s  return, 
I  was  fatisfied  with  a  note  from  her  that  all 
was  well,  and  that  (he  was  pleafed  I  did  not 
return  to  Mofcow.  We  travelled  by  eafy 
ftages,  and,  on  the  third  day,  took  up  our 
quarters  in  the  beautiful  city  Columna,  one 
hundred  and  eighty  verfts  diftant  from  Mof¬ 
cow,  early  in  the  afternoon,  all  in  high  fpi- 
rits.  A  young  colonel  (Zagretzke,  fon  of  a 
lieutenant-general)  contributed  not  a  little 
thereto.  This  colonel  placed  at  the  prince’s 
lodging,  before  he  entered  into  the  city,  a 
captain’s  command,  confiding  of  a  hundred 
and  twenty  men.  The  Emprefs  had  indul¬ 
ged  this  young  foldier  with  a  liberty  to  form 
his  regiment  out  of  the  armies  of  Ruflia  ;  and 
indeed  he  had  not  difappointed  her,  for  he 
had  picked  up  men  about  one  age,  and  of 
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the  largeft  fize  :  The  officers  were  alfo  of  his 
own  choice,  but  he  did  not  regard  their  fize, 
providing  they  were  good  difciplinarians. 
One  officer,  not  forty  years  of  age,  by  fome 
years  older  than  any  man  in  the  regiment, 
they  therefore  called  him  Father.  Never 
a  piece  of  clock-work  could  ,  h^ve  exhibited  a 
more  regular  performance  than  this  beauti¬ 
ful  regiment ;  and  indeed  the  officers  fcarce- 
Jy  were  heard  to  (peak. 

We  palled  the  Occa  next  morning,  and 
continued  marching  ealily  through  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Rezan,  where  we  came  up  with,  our 
dragoons  and  led  horfes,  and  lodged  in  a 
large  village  j  the  bell  houfe  being  the  prieft’s, 
the  prince  llept  there.  This  prieft  had  a 
great  number  of  geefe,  which  our  men  made 
fo  free  with  in  the  night -tiijrie,  that  diey  left 
none.  The  prince,  being  informed  of  this, 
fent  for  all  the  officers,  acquainted  them  of 
it,  and  ordered  us  all  to  make  ft  rift  fearch, 
whether  it  was  poflible  to  dilcover  the  per¬ 
petrators  of  this  piece  of  villany,  protefting 
that  he  would  caule  punifh,  as  thieves,  any 
who  (hould  take  the  fmalleft  value  from  his 
neighbour.  The  officers  reported,  after  a 
Ihort  time,  that,  after  the  ftrifteft  fearch,  no 
difcovery  could  be  made,  not  fo  much  as  of 
the  feathers.  The  prince  fatisfied  the  poor 
prieft  for  his  lofs  ;  nor  had  we  many  conir 
plaints  of  this  kind  afterwards.  The  even¬ 
ing  following,  we  lodged  in  the  city  of  Re¬ 
zan, 
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zan,  the  capital  of  the  province  ;  and  nefc€ 
morning  the  princefs  convoyed  her  lord  two 
verfls  out  of  the  city,  there  parted  with  him, 
and  returned  in  her  coach  for  Mol  cow.  Up¬ 
on  this  occafion,  the  prince  ordered  Major 
Berezin  and  me  to  take  our  feats  in  his  coach 
for  his  recreation  i  The  major  foon  fell  a- 
fleep  j  the  prince  continued  dull,  'and  in  a 
mufing  mood,  rill  we  had  travelled  three  or 
four  verfts,  when  I  broke  filence,  by  making 
fome  general  obfervations  upon  the  paffion9 
to  which  men  are  fubjeft  at  parting  .with 
their  dear  friends,  or,  after  long  abfence, 
meeting  with  them  again  ;  and  in  a  little 
time  after,  the  princess  countenance  bright- 
tened,  he  roufed  the  major  from  his  ill-tim’d 
reft,  and  ordered  him  to  fill  up  a  glafs  of 
wine,  of  which  indeed  I  was  very  needful. 
I  propofed  to  get  a  fourth  hand,  and  pafs  the 
time  with  a  pack  of  cards,  which  was  agreed 
to,  and  frequently  pra&ifed  afterwards.  No¬ 
thing  happened  in  our  way  to  Tatnboff  worth 
notice,  except  at  this  place  our  fecretary,  in 
a  fneering  manner,  told  me,  that  my  fervant 
Mahomet  Was  an  extraordinary  archer  ;  for, 
foid  he,  he  killed  upon  wing  two  geefe  with 
two  arrows.  I  font  for  Mahomet,  qtieftion- 
ed  him  about  it ;  he  did  not  deny  the  faft, 
but  foid,  that  his  comerades  wagered  that  he 
could  not ;  therefore,  to  convince  them,  he 
(hot  two  geefe;  I  threatened  to  caufo  whip 
him,  if  ever  I  found  him  guilty  of  fhooting 
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■&e  people’s  geefe  Stgmriy  arid  thus  le^t  him 
go.  Ttieboy  was  Fo  inrolerit  as,  even  in  my 
hearfrig,  tofiy,  that  I  durft  notcaufe  punifh 
him,  twit  that  if  I  fhoUtd  offer  any  fuch  vio¬ 
lence  to  Turii.  life  would  inftantly  Out  his 
throat.  I  ordered  hith  to  be  brought  back, 
laid  doWn  before  tbfe  ftandard,  arid  ciufed 
whip  him  titl  he  came  in  all  obedience,  and 
■promffed  'rieVer  to  'aft  in  the  like  tiiaririer, 
nor  ufe  fucJh  ekpfeTfi^ns.  This  boy  after¬ 
wards  proved  orie  of  the  bed  lervarits  I  ever 


had.  Went,  arid  returned  with  me  froth  Perfia, 
Without  having  been  guilty  of  one  fault.  It 
wis  Very  difigreeable  to  me  to  caufe  punifh 
the  yottrig  than.  I  krieW  that  threatening 
Would  have  proved  fatisfa&ory  to  any  rea- 
fohable  mart,  and  would  have  fatisfied  the 
prince ;  but  his  havirig  threatened  to  deftroy 
hiih’felf,  was  truly  the  caufe  of  my  rigour, 
which  Was  defigned  more  for  his  good,  than 
for  any  Tatisfaftion  I  pretended  to*  Experi¬ 
ence  will  teach  then,  that  the  fooner  a  crimi- 
rial  is  pWriifhed  for  his  fault,  the  biettfer  effeft 
it  has  to  reclaim  arid  bring  him  to  reafon ; 
Which  holds  true  with  a  great  number  of  men 
who  jriiri  together  with  a  view  to  dHlurb  the 
pUiblic  peace*  If  a  few  werepunifhed  at  the  ve- 
jy  beginning  with  all  the  feverity  the  regulati¬ 
ons  peririit,  it  would  be  a  mean  to  fave  the 
litres  of  thoufands. 

The  punlTHing  of  that  boy  hid  another 
good  effeft  in  relation  to  the  whole  com- 
I  i  mand  > 
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mand  ;  for  they  looked  on  ipe,  and  not  with¬ 
out  reafon,  as  a  favourite :  When  they  Taw, 
for  a  fmall  fault,  that  I  readily  caufed  punifh 
my  fervant,  they  had  not  the  lead:  doubt,  that 
if  I  had  not  done  fo,  the  prince  would  have 
been  difTatisfied  with  me  ;  and  therefore  con¬ 
cluded,  that  liberties  of  that  kind  would  meet 
with  no  pardon  from  the  prince. 

At  Tamboff,  we  dined  with  Captain  Swi- 
nine,  a  Ruffian,  and  an  old  Taverhoff  ac¬ 
quaintance  ;  he  was  captain  of  a  man  of  war, 
but  at  prefent  voivode  or  governor  of  this 
city  and  its  appendages.  After  dinner,  we 
marched  on,  having  now  come  up  with  the 
baggage j  nor  did  any  thing  happen  worth 
acquainting  the  reader  through  the  great  de- 
iart  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  verfts,  till  we 
arrived  at  Chopra  caflle. 

We  arrived  late,  and  by  fbme  uncommon 
accident  I  happened  to  come  up  with  the 
rear.  I  conftantly  drove  to  the  houfe  where 
the  prince  lodged  >  and,  as  I  flept  in  my 
waggon,  I  had  it  placed  near  the  outer  cen- 
tinels,  to  prevent  thieves  from  plundering 
me.  When  I  went  into  a  large  room,  where 
all  our  gentlemen  were  already  aflembled,  I 
faw  my  old  acquaintance  the  governor,  and, 
not  knowing  what  had  happened,  went  up 
and  kindly  faluted  him.  The  prince  feemed 
not  well  pleafed  at  my  freedom,  and  afked 
me  ?  how  I  came  to  be  acquainted  with  him, 
telling  that  he  defigned  to  appoint  another 

governor 
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governor  to  this  cattle,  and  fend  him  to  St 
Peterfburgh  to  anfwer  for  his  want  of  due 
refpedt  to  her  Majefty’s  orders. 

At  the  latter  end  of  laft  year  or  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  this,  a  general  order,  by  her  Ma-  • 
jetty’s  direction,  was  fent  to  all  the  gover¬ 
nors  in  the  Ruffian  empire,  commanding, 
that  no  cannon  (hould  be  fired  off  in  honour 
to  any  general  in  the  army,  as  was  formerly 
the  cuttom,  unlefs  the  general  paid  for  the 
powder  expended  upon  fuch  occafions. 

The  Emprefs,  defigning  that  this  grand  em¬ 
body  (hould  be  honourably  relpetted  even  in 
the  barbarous  parts  of  Perfia,  fent  orders  to 
the  governors  of  all  the  provinces  thro*  which 
we  were  deftined  to  march,  (ignifying  her 
Majefty’s  pleafure,  that  all  and  every  one  of 
her  (bbjetfts  (hould  know  that  Prince  Golit- 
zin,  now  on  his  way  to  Perfia,  where-ever  he 
(hould  go,  reprefented  her  Majefty’s  facred 
perfon,  and  requiring,  that  they  (hould  pay 
the  fame  obedience  to  his  orders,  as  if  (he 
herfelf  had  given  them  :  And  farther,  that  the 
Imperial  ftandard  (hould  be  fet  up  where- 
ever  his  main-guard  (hould  happen  to  be  j 
and  lattly,  that  all  honours  (hould  be  paid 
him,  in  the  fame  manner  as  are  done  to  her 
Majefty. 

The  poor  governor  had  not  caufed  fire  off 
his  cannon,  ftupidly  enough  waiting  for  or¬ 
ders  from  theprince,and  money  to  pay  for  the 

powder. 
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ppwdei;f  :  When  t;he  pripcp  hoiy^Ypr  was(a- 
tisfie/1  tjiat  his  wpnt  of  p?fpe<ft  proceeded 
purely  from  ignorqpce  of  his  duty,  like  the 
reft  of  h^  A^ipns,  |>e:  frapjdy  forgave  him, 
aqcf  Icqnveyed  him.  ifito  thecaftlq  tjo,  pay 
ruy  refppf^s  tp  the  captain's  pjd  wife;.  Nex,t 
morning,  the  governor  did  pot  fprgpt,  to 
give  the  prince  a,  double  royaL  falpte,  at 
which  h?  laughed  heartily,  hut  when  he  had. 
confi^pfqd  the;  r^afon,  heohfejyed  tljat  the 
governor,  would  eafily,  apcqpqt  for  his  hav¬ 
ing  performed  his,  cjqty  regularly,  by  the 
expenqe(  of  the  poyfdqr  uppu  this  pccafion, 
and  we  proceeded  on  pur  journey  to  Tza- 
ritz,in  without  ipgqting  \yith  apy  thing  \yorth 
notice. 

We  were  obliged  to  rernain  at  Xzaritzin 
a  few  days,  until,  the  baggage  was  (hipped 
off  by  wa;er  for  Aftrachan,  in  which  (hort 
time  very  little  Happened  worth  notice.  My 
old  acquaintance  Captain  Vedeinan  came  to 
me  in  the  evening,  to  whom  I  returned 
thanks  fpr  the  civilities  he  had  conferred  on 
me  in  the  caftle.  He  told  me  that  his  fon- 
in-law  was  fent  upon  foipe  expedition  near 
the  Caspian  lea;  that  his  daughter  was  big 
with  child,  and  very,  near  her  time.  She  was 
very  melancholy  upon  this  occafion,  and  the 
more  fo,  as  her  hufband  had  but  lately  re¬ 
turned  from  fome  dangerous  expedition  a- 
gainft  robbers ;  whereas  ic  was  great  oppref- 
fiqn  to  fend  him  twice,  and  other  captains 
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iq  dig  regiment,  doing  nothing,  ^hofe  pro¬ 
per,  turn  if  was  novy  tp  have  gone  :  He  there¬ 
fore  defeed  that  I  would  fpeak  t;o  fee,  Prince, 
that  he.  might  put  a  flop  tp  a  pra&ice  fp  par¬ 
tial  aqd  irregular,  ]j  (aid  that  (  o\yed  lfen 
that,  fervice  ;  hv>t  adyif<?cf  him  to,  fell  me  no¬ 
thing  hut  what,  he.  cotdfe  make  gpod  ;  be- 
caufe  if  his  relation  feouldbe  cputradifled 
by  his  enemies,  fee  Prince.  would  caufe  in¬ 
quiry  to.  he.  made,  and  feat  if  it  did  not 
turp  opt  quite,  true,  it  would  atlfiaft  throw 
a  great  cloud  between  the  Prince,  and  him. 
I  told;  him  that  I  was  certain,  fee  Prince 
would  reprove,  feeir  general  for  not  looking 
better. after  his  officers.:  I  begged  of, him  to 
Wait  a  fhprt  time  till  I  returned,  and  ac¬ 
quainted  the  Prince  ;  he  ordered  Yede-, 
inan  into  his  prefen.ee,  who  told  him  the 
fame,  ftpry  he.  had-  told,  me,  The  Prince 
fept  one.  of  his  gentlemen,  who  was  prefer)  t,, 
to  General  Zabrenike,  tp  require  that  the 
captain  flipped:  be.  recalled  immediately,  and 
another  to  be  appointed  in.  his  place.  Next 
day  he  arrived  with  gladneft  to  his  wife  in. 
the  city,  and  the  old  general;  Pent  for  me  to 
conftilt  me  about  a  violent  pain  in  one  of  his 
knees,  When  k  went  to  him,  the  prince  was 
with  him ;  he  Paid,  that  he  had  been  long 
plagued  with  this  pain ;  that,  he  had  applied 
feveral  medicines  to  it,  which  hitherto  had 
no  good  effeft :  But,  laid  he,  yefterday  I 
Was  ad v  fed  to  rub  it  with  my  failing  fpittle, 

and 
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and  I  think  it  is  a  little  eafier.  I  anfwered, 
that  as  the  medicine  was  quite  fafe,  and  he 
i  found  fome  relief,  I  was  of  opinion,  he 
(hould  continue  it ;  but  if  it  proved,  at  laft, 
ineffectual,  before  the  prince  left  Tzaritzin, 
I  would  very  readily  give  my  advice  in  writ¬ 
ing,  for  which  he  returned  me  thanks.  He 
was  very  old,  and  had  been  in  all  Peter  the 
Great’s  wars,  was  many  times  wounded ; 
one  he  had  from  the  left  corner  of  his 
mouth  to  his  ear  very  confpicuous,  and  I 
judged  it  better  to  let  the  old  gentleman 
pleafe  his  fancy,  than  throw  away  medicines 
ineffectually  ;  for  his  conftitution  feemed  to 
be  much  worn  out ;  and  he  not  for  from  difc 
folution  {  which  I  was  told  happened  foon 
after  this, 

Tzaritzin  produceth  the  greateft  flocks  of 
partridges  I  ever  faw  any  where,  and  they 
have  a  particular  way  of  catching  them,  at 
this  time  of  the  year,  when  they  continue 
in  great  flocks,  which  is  very  Ample.  They 
extend  a  net  between  two  long  fmall  poles, 
about  twenty  feet  diflant  the  one  from  the 
other  :  They  fix  two  long  (mail  cords  to  the 
top  of  each  pole,  which  makes  four  cords  ; 
one  man  lies  down  on  the  fand  between  the 
town  and  river,  where  thefe  fowls  fly  after 
fun-fet,  and  another  man  placeth  himfelf  in 
the  fame  manner  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
poles ;  then  the  one  who  has  the  fmalleft 
portion  of  two  ropes  or  cords  I  fpoke  of, 

pulls 


Digitized  by  LjOoq  le 


TRAY  £j  L  &  *sg 

pulls  to  him,  which  raifeth  the  poles  till  they 
are  ereft,  where  they  keep  them,  till  a 
flock  of  partridges  happen  to  fly  into  the 
net :  The  man,  on  whole  fide  of  the  net  the 
partridges  are,  pulls  to  him,  till  he  brings 
the  net  with  its  contents  to  the  ground.  I 
have  feen  twenty  partridges  thus  taken  at 
one  pull,  fometimes  many,  fometimes  few, 
and  it  alfo  happens  that  the  fowlers  in  an 
evening  will  get  none;  but  that  is  rare. 

Here  1  firft  difcovered  that  Major  Berezin 
envied  my  happinefs  in  the  prince's  favour. 
He  wanted  me  to  commit  a  very  great  crime, 
fcarcely  excufable  either  by  the  laws  of  the 
empire  or  common  reafon.  Upon  the  way 
to  Aftrachan  I  conftantly  flept  in  my  wag¬ 
gon  for  coolnefs,  and  the  benefit  of  a  frefh 
healthy  air.  I  was  a  very  great  lover  of 
fhooting,  and  ufed  to  divert  myfelf  one  or 
two  hours  daily  with  that  exercife.  The 
partridges  were  not  fhy  here ;  for  they 
would  fly  among!!  the  horfes  in  the  yards  to 
pick  the  oats  they  fcattered.  One  morning 
about  fun-rifing,  the  major  roufed  me  from 
a  fweet  fleep,  in  order,  as  he  faid,  to  get  a 
good  fhot ;  before,  however,  I  had  drefled 
myfelf,  I  had  come  to  the  ufe  of  my  reafon, 
but  was  not  a  little  furpriled  to  fee  him 
point  to  a  great  flock  of  partridges  fitting  on 
the  top  of  the  very  houfe  the  prince  fleeped 
in,  built  all  with  timber,  and  covered  with 
the  fame  materials  ;  The  drought  had  been 

for 
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lor  k  'long  time  very  great,  and  a  little  bit 
of  'lighted  flubble  might  have  burnt  down 
the  City.  Add  to  this,  that,  by  an  imperial 
order,  it  is  forbidden  to  (hoot  in  dr  ‘near  a 
Fortified  cattle  or  city  where  powder  maga¬ 
zines  are  kept.  At  prefent,  I  took  no  no¬ 
tice  to  the  major  that  I  would  refent  luch  a 
piede  of  bafenefs ;  I  only  laid,  that  it  was 
a  vefy  childifli  advice,  which  node  but  chil¬ 
dren  dr  rriadmen  Vvoiild  follow,  and  went 
out  of  the  city  tb!feek  'fport  in  the  fields.  At 
breakfaft,  I  told  It  to  die  prince  before  the 
major  and  a  few  of  our  gentlemen  :  I  did 
not  forget  to'obferve  how  eafily  a  man 
might  haVe  hden  brought  into  fuch  a  fcrape 
before  he  tvks  in  ia  condition  to  make  life  df 
his  reafon',  arid  took  notice  of  the  danger  the 
city  might  have  been  expofed  to  by  fuch  an 
Imprudent  aCtion.  The  major  attempted  to 
alleviate  his  vile  intention,  biit  it  would  not 
do  ;  he  then  call  forne  reflections  upon  my 
prefumption  to  endeavour  to  load  him  \Vitti 
the  prince's  angeir :  To  this  I  made  anfwer, 
that  I  hid  too  good  reafons  for  rtikking  the 
prince  fenlible  either  of  his  the  major's  flu- 
pidity,  6r  that  life  was  capable  to  ad  vile  a 
man,  he  Intended  to  do  all  the  ill  lie  cohTd 
to,  to  commit  an  aCtion  either  villainous, 
or  foolHh,  by  which  many  thoufknd  inno¬ 
cent  people  might  have  fuffered  greatly,  and 
ievein  the  empire  itfelf.  The  prihce  blade 
fome  fenlible  obfervations  upon  this  affair, 

and 
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and,  in  a  paternal  manner,  counfelled  the 
major  to  be  tnore  circumfpeft  in  time  co¬ 
ming  ;  and  did  not  forget  to  demonftrate 
the  danger  he  would  have  been  in  for  giving 
lb  foolifh  an  advice  ;  but  he  intended  to 
keep  us  in  friendlhip*  The  major  ufed  more 
freedom  in  his  difpourfe  before  the  prince 
than  I  thought  was  decent,  of  which  I  fome- 
times  put  him  in  remembrance.  At  lad  he  di- 
llantly  threatened  me,  which  language  I  was 
a  ft  ranger  to :  He  alfo  made  lome  reflections 
concerning  the  difference  of  our  rank,  and 
the  little  refpeCt  I  had  all  along  fhown  to 
him.  To  all  which  I  anfwered,  that  a 
well-behaved  officer  would  ever  be  loved 
and  refpedted  by  men  of  underftanding  : 
That  fuperficial  foolilh  fops  never  could  be 
latisfied  :  That  the  cafe  was  acknowledged 
to  be  in  a  very  low  ftate,  when  it  could  be 
lupported  no  other  way,  and  by  no  other 
argument  than  a  fuperior  rank  in  the  army. 
I  jeeringly  faid,  that  it  was  very  well  known 
the  Emprefs  had  three  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  regular  troops,  each  of  whole  rank 
Was  .  conliderably  inferior  to  mine,  yet,  by 
pronouncing  one  order,  (he  could  inftantly 
make  any  one  of  that  great  number  either  a 
major,  colonel,  drr.  juft  as  (lie  Ihould  think 
proper :  But  I  asked  him,  Whether  he  thought 
it  poffible,  that  fhe  could  inftantly,  without 
education,  make  one  of  all  that  great  num¬ 
ber  qualified  for  my  bufinefs?  And,  laftly, 
.  K  k  ‘  I  told 
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I  told  him,  that  though  I  made  no  preten- 
fion  to  be  a  loldier,  yet  I  defpifed  his  threats, 
and  thought  myfelf  completely  qualified  to 
defend  myfelf  againft  any  bravo  whatsoever, 
efpecially  as  I  happened  to  have  the  nooft 
contemptible  nodon  of  either  their  honour 
or  true  courage.  At  this  the  major  was  go¬ 
ing  t6  make  fome  bold  reply,  with  a  coun¬ 
tenance  full  of  anger,  and  mardal  pride, 
when  the  prince  ordered  filence.  Break- 
faft  ended,  we  retired.  Some  of  our  offi¬ 
cers  were  well  pleafed  with  what  had  hap¬ 
pened,  for  he  had  carried  a  very  high  com¬ 
mand  over  them  ;  efpecially,  as  they  were 
not  Well  known  to  the  prince  as  yet,  they 
did  not  care  to  affert  their  right  all  at  once. 
Soon  after  this,  the  major  and  I  made  ttp 
matters  fo  effectually,  that,  during  the  whole 
time  of  the  embafly  we  never  had  any  great 
difpute,  whatever  private  aftimofities  he 
might  have  retained  againft  me. 

We  had  now  been  fix  days  in  this  city, 
during  which  we  had  fent  off  all  our  heavy 
baggage  and  prefents  for  Aftrachan,  under 
a  good  guard  of  our  foldiers,  when  die 
prince  gave  orders  for  us  to  march  out  of 
town  next  morning  at  break  of  day.  We 
were  all  in  motion,  and  the  greateft  part  of 
the  command  already  in  the  defart,  when  I 
was  roufed  from  fleep  by  the  report  of'the 
great  guns  from  the  city  walls,  in  honour  of 
the  prince.  We  had  a  convoy  of  five  hun¬ 
dred 
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<3red  Coflacks  added  to  our  dragoons,  which 
-was.  enough  for  any  body  of  fcattered 
Kalmucks  that  we  could  meet  with  in  the 
defart,  efpecially  as  the  banks  of  the  Vol¬ 
ga  were  well  lined  with  many  regiments 
of  dragoons  and  Coflacks.  We  arrived  on 
the  banks  of  the  Volga,  oppofite  to  Aftra- 
chan,  in  the  evening  of  the  ninth  day  af¬ 
ter  our  departure  from  Tzaritzin.  In  the 
morning  the  prince  was  attended  by  all  the 
principal  officers  and  citizens  in  Aftrachan.- 
The  governor  lent  his  barge  for  the  prince, 
and  many  boats  from  the  admiralty  brought 
over  the  reft  of  his  retinue.  This  morning, 
between  lleep  and  waking,  I  was  affli&ed 
with  an  exceeding  itchy  fenfation  in  my  left 
leg.  “Not  doubting  that  it  was  the  bite  of 
fome  infett,  I  fiaftily  feratehed  the  part  af- 
fefted.  The  nail  of  one  of  my  fingers 
catched  hold  of  the  fmalleft  angle  of  a  piece 
of  matter  as  hard  as  a  bone,  and  railed  it 
up,  tearing  the  fcarf  lkin  off  more  than  half 
an  inch  long,  which  occafioned  a  very  fmart 
pain;  the  bale,  however,  ftuck  fall,  and  re¬ 
quired  fome  afliftance  to  get  it  out .  This  could 
be  nothing  elle  but  perfpirable  matter,  which 
by  length  of  time  had  increafed  to  fuch  hard- 
neft  and  magnitude  infenfibly :  It  was  in 
form  of  an  Ifofceles,  thelittle  wound  of  which 
1  bear  the  mark  to  this  day,  but  loon  healed 
up,  without  any  difficulty. 

The 
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The  prince  ordered  his  barge  to  row  dl- 
re&ly  to  the  great  gate  in  the  city,  reach¬ 
ing  to  the  Volga,  and  commanded  all  his 
gentlemen  to  row  immediately  after  him. 
Now  the  Volga  exhibited  a  (how  of  a  greater 
number  of  barges,  boats,  and  canoes,  than 
ever  I  had  feen  upon  it  at  any  one  time  be¬ 
fore  this*  As  we  palled  the  admiralty,  they 
(aluted  him  with  their  ordnance.  At  lad 
we  arrived  ;  the  governor  waited  at  the  port 
to  receive  his  Excellency.  The  governor, 
having  paid  his  compliments,  defired  to 
know.  If  his  Excellency  would  pleafe  to  be 
carried  into  the  city  in  his  coach  ?  This  the 
prince  declined  ;  returned  him  thanks,  and 
told  him,  that  he  chuled  rather  to  walk  ;  and 
Immediately  went  forward  to  the  gate ; 
which  he  no  (boner  entered,  than  the  great 
guns  above  that  gate  began,  and  the  falute 
went  round  both  city  and  citadel.  The  ca¬ 
valcade  marched  (lowly  to  the  houfe  appoint¬ 
ed  for  the  prince’s  reception,  not  very  far 
from  the  port.  The  ftreets  on  both  (ides 
were  lined  with  foldiers  under  arms,  both 
for  honour,  and  to  keep  o(f  the  mob  from 
©bftrutting  the  paflage  of  their  former  go¬ 
vernor,  whom  they  greatly  loved.  By  the 
time  the  ordnance  had  (inidied  the  bring, 
the  prince  was  entering  into  his  hou(e,  when 
the  (mail  arms  began,  and  gave  a  running 
fire  from  the  houle  to  the  port.  The  go¬ 
vernor  had  ordered  the  (landard  to  be  placed 

before 
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before  the  prince's  apartments,  at  his  arrival, 
with  a  guard  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  men, 
and  defired  to  know,  If  his  Highnefs  requi¬ 
red  a  greater  number  ?  but  this  he  declined. 


CHAP.  XVIII. 

t 

Concerning  •what  happened  at  JJirachan  during 
our  Jlay  there ,  &c. 

I  Pa  id  my  refpefts  to  my  old  friends,  and 
left  the  management  of  my  affairs  to  the 
care  of  my  younger  brother  William  (the  fame 
who  was  killed  at  the  Moro  Caftle,)  whom  I 
had  left  in  Aftrachan  with  Mr  Thomfon. 
They  were  the  firft  who  informed  me,  that 
the  tables  were  turned  with  Governor  Tatif- 
hoff :  That,  no  doubt,  many  complaints  had 
contributed  thereto  ;  but  that  the  murder  of 
the  Armenian,  formerly  taken  notice  of,  had 
given  the  finifhing  ftroke  ;  for  that  the  Ar¬ 
menians  had  privately  font  a  deputation  to 
St  Peterfburgh,  who  had  managed  matters 
lo  well,  that  another  governor  was  appoint¬ 
ed  in  his  place ;  and  that  he  was  ordered  to 
Mofcow,  to  be  there  tried  for  the  many  crimes 
laid  to  his  charge.  Others  faid,  that  they 
had  private  letters  from  St  Peterfburgh,  af¬ 
firming,  that  orders  were  either  fent,  or  to 
be  font  foon,  commanding  Mr  Tatilhoff  to 
be  kept  prifoner  and  tried  in  Aftrachan,  un¬ 
der 
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4er  the  direction  of  Prince  Golitsin .  I' 
went  alfo  at  a  proper  time  to,  pay  my  re- 
fpe&s  to  the  governor,  whofe  misfortunes 
I  could  pot  help  commiferating,  though  I 
was  certain  he  had  delerved  any  thing  which 
could  happen.  This  undoubtedly  is  a  weak- 
nefs  which  I  never  co,uld  get  the  better  of, 
and  when  it  takes  pofleflion  of  the  hearts  of 
men  ip  great  power,  produces  very  dange¬ 
rous  confequences,  and  much,  unhinges  go¬ 
vernment.  I  believe,  if,  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  I  had  beep  his  abfolute  judge,  I  would 
probably  have  caufed  him  reftore  to  every 
one  what  he  had  furreptitioufly,  or  other- 
wife,  tajfen  from  them,  but  could  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  no  higher  puniftimept.  Mr  Ta- 
tilhoff  I  found  the  very  fame  man,  not  at  all 
caft  down  :  He  told  me,  that  a  fet  of  fopls, 
his  enemies,  who  durft  not  attack  him  brave¬ 
ly,  had  fent  a  fool,  like  themfelves,  to  be  go¬ 
vernor  of  Aftrachan  ;  and  that  he  had  orders 
to  retire  to  Mofcow,  being  afraid  to  let  him 
go  for  St  Peterfburgh,  left,  faid  he,  I  get 
an  opportunity  of  detecting  their  unwor- 
thineis  to  her  Majefty,  or  her  miniftry ; 
but,  faid  he,  that  may  yet  happen  to 
be  the  cafe ;  for  they  are  not  overloaded 
with  prudence ;  I  know  them  well.  He 
faid  much  more,  with  which  it  is  needlels  to 
trouble  the  reader.  However,  in  a  few  days 
this  new  governor  arrived  ;  and  no  fooner 
did  he  come  to  the  city,  than  Mr  Tatifhoff 
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yielded  up  die  palace  to  him,  and  profered 
to  "fell  him  his  coach-horfes,  and  as  much 
hay  as  would  completely  feed  them,  and  ma¬ 
ny  more,  during  the  winter.  The  new  go¬ 
vernor  laid,  that  he  would  buy  them  all  at 
the  price  Tatiflioff  had  put  on  them,  but  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  he  had  not  enough  of  mo¬ 
ney  to  pay  for  them  at  that  time.  Mr  Ta¬ 
tifhofF  anfwered,  that  if  he  would  only  igive 
his  bill,  payable  againft  a  certain  term,  they 
(hould  he  at  his  fervice.  This  the  other  a- 
greed  to ;  and  then  Mr  TadOiofF  delired  the 
ufe  of  the  barge  to  cariy  him  to  the  other  fide 
of  the  Volga,  becaufe  he  intended  to  fet 
out  for  Ruilia  next  morning  early.  This 
was  not  nefufed  ;  and  he  immediately  left 
Ailrachan.  Mr  Thomfon  and  I  took  a  fare¬ 
well  of  him  that  evening  on  ihe  other  fide, 
where  we  fupped  with  lam,  and  were  enter¬ 
tained  with  his  opinion  of  our  new  governor. 
Eight  days  had  not  pafled,  when  the  gover¬ 
nor  received  an  order  from  the  fonate,  or¬ 
dering  hiih  to  confine  Mr  TatifhofF 1  in  A- 
flrachan,  and  bring  him  to  a  trial  there,  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  Prince  Golitzin. 

Itfeems  Mr  TatifhofF  had  got  notice  ^from  St 
Peterfburgh,  that  the  fenate  would  fond  fuoh 
an  order  ;  wherefore  he,  (Mr  TatifhofF,)  font 
for  the  poft-mafter,  and  charged  him  to  fond 
flraight  into  the  governor’s  houfe  all  man¬ 
ner  of  pacquets  or  letters,  and  all  couriers 

from 
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from  either  St  Peterfburgh  or  Mofcow :  By 
this  means  he  got  the  order  now  fpoken  of, 
and  put  it  into  his  pocket,  without  commu¬ 
nicating  the  contents  of  it  to  any  belonging 
to  the  Chancery  or  Precawfe.  He  carried  it 
with  him  till  he  was  at  or  near  Tzaritzin, 
and  then  returned  it,  under  a  blank  cover, 
to  our  new  governor ;  who  no  fooner  recei¬ 
ved  it,  than  he  fent  off  an  officer  to  bring 
him  back.  This  officer  came  up  with  him 
about  TambofF,  and  declared  what  orders 
he  had  from  the  governor  of  Aftrachan  :  But 
Mr  Tatifhoff  was  not  to  be  taken  in  fuch  a 
pitiful  trap.  He  laughed  heartily  at  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  Aftrachan,  and  ordered  the  of¬ 
ficer  to  tell  him,  that  he  was  not  fit  to  go¬ 
vern  Aftraehan,  who  afted  fo  much  like  a 
child  ;  for,  »faid  he,  none  but  a  child  or 
changeling  would  fend  orders  to  apprehend 
any  perfon  in  another  governor's  province, 
without  his  knowledge ;  and  therefore  re¬ 
quired  him  to  return  back  to  Aftrachan. 
The  officer  faid,  that  he  thought  the  new 
governor  had  not  acftecl  right,  but  that  he 
was  obliged  to  obey  ;  and  therefore  begged, 
that  Mr  Tatifhoff  would  give  him  a  letter  tq 
'carry  to  the  governor,  that  he  might  be  con¬ 
vinced  he  had  come  up  with  him.  This  Mr 
Tatifhoff  readily  granted,  and  proceeded  on 
his  way  to  Mofcow,  where  1  fhall  for  the 
prefent  leave  him. 

My 
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My  place  by  the  lea  hofpital  was  now  fill¬ 
ed  up  by  a  phyfician,  a  Macedonian,  who 
bad  Itudied  at  Padua  :  He  told  me,  that  in 
the  year  1739,  the  laft  year  of  the  Turkifh 
war,  his  countrymen,  the  Macedonian  Chri- 
ftians,  had  afiembled  in  a  body  of  between 
thirty  and  forty  thoufand  men,  with  a  delign 
to  free  themfelves  from  Turkilh  fjavery  j 
prompted  thereto  by  the  Rullian  fuccefs  in 
Walachia  and  Moldavia  ;  but  that  the  peace, 
which  foon  fucceeded,  and  the  Ruffians  ha¬ 
ving  been  ignorant  of  fo  formidable  a  body 
of  friends,  was  the  cau fe  of  the  total  ruin  of 
them  all ;  for  the  Turks  fell  on  them  with 
great  armies;  and  though  they  fold  their  lives 
very  dear,  killed  them  all  to  a  man,  making 
their  country  a  defare.  If  this  account  is 
true,  it  ferves  to  demonftrate,  that  the  Greeks 
are  not  quite  reduced  to.  infallibility,  and 
that  they  are  very  (enfible  of  the  weight  of 
the  oppreffions  to  which  they  are  at  prefent 
fubjeffed  ;  from  which  they  would  very  wil¬ 
lingly  run  all  rifks  to  be  freed.  It  (hows 
alfo,  that  very  great  armies  of  Chriftians 
might  be  formed  in  Greece,  feeing  Macedo¬ 
nia  could  produce  forty  thoufand  effective 
men  alone:  And,  if  I  remember  well,  the 
doftor  faid,  that  thele  forty  thoufand  men 
were  only  gathered  together  from  a  part  of 
Macedonia. 

Early  we  received  advice  from  St  Peterf- 
burgh,  that  we  were  to  take  up  our  winter- 
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quarters  in  this  city  ;  becaufe  in  October  it 
was  too  late  in  the  year  to  proceed  to  Perfia ; 
wherefore  every  thing  was  fo  difpofed  of  as 
to  give  us  no  trouble  ;  fo  that  our  time  was 
fpent  in  diverting  ourfelves  as  we  thought 
proper.  The  prince  exercifed  himfelf  twice, 
and  fometimes  thrice  a-week  in  hunting. 
When  I  left  Aftrachan  I  was  in  pofteftion  of 
fix.  excellent  grey-hounds,  which  1  gave  to  my 
friends,  with  a  promile,  that  they  (liould  be 
returned,  if  I  required  them,  when  I  came 
back.  Of  this  I  acquainted  the  prince,  and 
he  ordered  me  to  demand  them,  becaufe  there 
was  daily  more  than  enough  left  in  his  kit¬ 
chen  than  would  have  fed  double  that  num¬ 
ber.  He  bought  for  me  an  excellent  poin¬ 
ter  of  the  largeft  fize.  When  the  prince 
did  not  think  proper  to  take  his  diverlion  in 
the  fields,  he  caul'ed  his  gentlemen  aflemble 
in  his  hall,  and  play  at  cards  ;  fometimes  he 
joined  them.  He  loved  to  have  all  his  offi¬ 
cers  about  him  ;  and  if  at  any  time  any  of 
them  did  not  make  their  appearance  at  din¬ 
ner,  (for  he  kept  daily  open  table  for  us  all,) 
he  could  not  be  content  till  he  was  made  cer¬ 
tain  they  were  all  well.  The  mufic  played 
daily  during  the  lime  of  dinner,  in  a  finall 
room  opening  into  the  hall,  and  the  kettle 
„  drums  and  trumpets  played  upon  a  balcony 
before  the  hall,  facing  a  large  fquare,  when 
the  muficians  took  a  reft.  If  the  governor, 
or  any  of  his  own  gentlemen,  defired  to  make 
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a  party  with  the  ladies  for  a  dance,  he 
never  refilled  the  mufic,  and  very  frequent* 
ly  would  invite  them  to  dance  in  his  own 
hall,  which  was  very  large  and  convenient. 
Who  could  be  difTatisfied  with  fuch  a  com¬ 
mander  ?  And  who  would  not  have  delired 
to  live  with  fuch  agreeable  company  ?  If  a- 
ny  difpute  happened  at  any  time  amongft 
our  gentlemen,  the  prince  would  not  fpeak 
freely  to  either,  till  he  was  well  allured  that 
friendfliip  was  again  heartily  agreed  upon  t 
And  as  he  hated  all  manner  of  ceremony, 
nothing  was  fo  agreeable  to  him  as  to  hear 
them  converle  in  his  prefence  with  the  great* 
eft  innocent  polite  freedom. 

One  of  our  young  gentlemen*  one  even¬ 
ing,  having  had  a  proper  opportunity,  was 
diverting  himfelf  with  a  very  young  maid. 
The  young  gentleman  was  rich  ;  and  the 
commandant,  who  was  a  milchievous  man, 
Very  different  from  our  prince,  having  got 
notice  of  it,  perfuaded  the  girl  to  declare, 
that  he  wanted  to  commit  a  rape  upon  her, 
and  that  (he  was  all  torn,  and  otherivife  a- 
bufed.  This  Ihe  did,  and  her  mother  de¬ 
clared  the  lame  thing.  When  things  were 
prolperoufly  carried  fuch  lengths,  the  com¬ 
mandant  waited  upon  the  prince  with  a  re¬ 
port  of  his  own  forming,  in  order  to  get  the 
gentleman  put  under  arreft.  The  prince, 
without  permitting  the  commandant  to  go 
away,  gave  orders  to  the  major  to  fend  a 
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few  men  to  her  mother’s  houfe,  and  bring 
the  girl  before  him  immediately.  The  com¬ 
mandant  hearing  this,  faid,  that  both  (lie 
and  her  mother  were  in  his  houfe,  with  his 
wife,  and  begged,  that,  as  (he  had  complain¬ 
ed  to  him,  he  might  have  the  liberty  to  judge 
of  this  affair.  The  prince,  knowing  the  man, 
ordered  the  major  to  lend  for  them  diredly ; 
telling  the  commandant,  that  he  would  find 
out  the  truth  of  this  himlelf ;  adding,  that 
he  was  much  miftaken,  if  there  was  a  more 
modeft  youth  in  the  city.  They  had  not 
waited  long  till  both  mother  and  daughter 
were  brought  into  the  prince’s  pretence. 
Without  afking  a  Angle  queftion  about  the 
affair,  he  ordered  the  major  to  place  the  girl 
with  his  wafher-woman,  and  a  trufty  centi- 
nel  at  the  door,  to  permit  none  to  (peak  with 
her  but  fuch  as  (hould  have  his  permifiion. 
Then  he  turned  to  the  commandant,  and 
faid,  that  her  Majefty  had  trufted  him  with 
affairs  of  much  more  concern  than  that ;  and 
concluded  by  defiring  him  to  go  home,  fay¬ 
ing,  that  he  would  take  the  trouble  to  fearch 
to  the  bottom  of  this  dirty  affair. 

The  commandant  was  no  fooner  gone, 
than  he  lent  for  the  young  gentleman,  and 
queftioned  him  privately,  defiring  him  to  fave 
trouble,  by  telling  the  truth  ;  and  affuring 
him,  that  he  would  endeavour  to  make  things 
as  eafy  as  was  poflible,  even  fuppofing  his 
accufers  were  right.  The  youth  frankly  ac¬ 
knowledged. 
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knowledged,  that  he  had  fondled  with  her, 
but  abfolutely  denied  that  he  had  had  any 
further  concern  with  her.  He  faid,  that  he 
was  of  opinion  it  would  not  have  been  dis¬ 
agreeable  to  the  maid  ;  but  the  place  where 
they  were  was  too  open  to  attempt  any  thing 
of  that  kind.  He  continued  to  lay,  that  fhe 
never  called  out,  but  laughed,  as  people  do 
when  they  are  tickled.  So  far  good. .  The 
major  was  fent  next  to  interrogate  this  young 
artful  daughter  of  Eve,  but  could  make 
out  nothing,  after  twenty-four  hours  dole 
confinement.  At  lad  it  was  agreed  upon  as 
the  beft  and  final  trial,  to  order  Dr  Lerch 
and  me  ftridlly  to  examine  her  before  honed 
matrons  ;  for  fhe  faid,  that  at  that  time  file 
was  all  fwelled,  and  in  fuch  condition  as  is 
better  underdood  than  defcribed.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  the  dodtor  and  I  having  received  pro¬ 
per  orders,  went,  in  company  with  a  few  of 
the  officers,  to  pay  the  fird  vifit  to  this  ter¬ 
magant.  I  was  informed,  that  the  dodtor 
was  in  great  friendfhip  with  the  command¬ 
ant,  and  conlequently,  it  was  fufpedled,  would 
favour  him  asmuch  as  he  well  could ;  wherefore 
I  was  very  cautious  how  ladled.  At  our  entry, 
I  defired  the  dodlor  to  put  what  quedions  he 
might  think  proper  ;  which,  indeed,  were 
few,  and  very  little  to  the  purpofo.  When 
he  had  done,  I  told  her,  that  I  was  very  for- 
ry  fo  many  people  had  got  fo  much  trouble 
about  this  affair :  That  I  fhould  not  take  up 
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tifne  to  put  a  Angle  queftion  to  her  ;  only  as 
(he  was  a  very  young  woman,  if  (he  had  the 
leaft  modefty,  (he  would  not  chuie  to  have 
her  body  expofed  to  the  open  view  of  men 
and  women,  unlefs  there  was  truly  great 
caufe  for  it.  I  obferved  to  her,  that  Dr 
Lerch  and  I,  boch  married  men,  who  had 
many  years  ferved  her  Majefty  honourably* 
would,  after  the  ftridleft  fearch,  declare  the 
truth  ;  and  that,  fuppofing  Ihe  had  been 
privately  playing  tricks  with  herfelf,  which 
might  deceive  ignorant  people,  yet  1  could 
allure  her,  that  all  the  tricks  (he  was  miftrels 
of  would  not  deceive  us.  I  obferved  to 
her  farther,  that,  fuppofing  we  reported, 
which  probably  would  be  the  cale,  that  (he 
herfelf  was  the  caufe  of  any  complaint  (he 
had  made  ;  in  that  cafe,  fhe  would  be  pti* 
nilhed  moft  feverely  with  the  whip  j  where¬ 
as  if,  without  giving  us  or  herfelf  any  fur¬ 
ther  trouble,  (lie  told  the  truth,  I  could  afi- 
fure  her,  that  the  prince  would  immediately 
give  orders  to  let  her  go,  without  any  pu- 
nifhment  whatfoever.  Having  done,  I  de¬ 
manded  her  anfvver,  or  elfe  we  would  im¬ 
mediately  proceed  as  we  were  ordered.  She 
began  with  pouring  forth  a  flood  of  tears* 
and  faid,  that  the  lieutenant  had  only  fond¬ 
led  with  her  :  That  her  mocher  having  got 
notice  of  it,  fuppofing  that  he  was  very  rich* 
had  hurt  her,  and  othenvays  metamorphofed 
her,  fo  as  to  make  people  believe  Ihe  had 
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been  abufed  :  That  the  commandant’s  wife 
bad  no  fmall  (bare  in  this  bafe  affair.  This 
was  all  taken  down  in  writing,  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  many  gentlemen,  by  whom  it  was 
attefted  to  have  been  taken  without  dread  of 
punilhment,  or  being  encouraged  thereto  by 
the  hopes  of  reward  ;  and,  by  the  prince’s 
orders,  (he  was  let  go :  But  her  mother  was 
taken  up,  put  under  arreft,  where  (he  con- 
fefled  alio;  but  added,  that  (he  was  prompt¬ 
ed  thereto  by  the  commandant’s  wife.  No 
doubt,  (he  hoped  to  efcape  punilhment,  as 
her  daughter  had  done  ;  but  in  this  (he  was 
deceived  ;  for  the  prince  ordered  her  to  be 
whipped  ;  which,  I  was  informed,  the  major 
caufed  to  be  performed  with  (everity.  The 
commandant  was  by  this  means  fo  reclaim¬ 
ed,  that  he  gave  no  difturbance  to  any  of  us 
during  our  (lay  there  ;  for  the  prince  told 
him,  that  he  was  to  take  care  of  his  proper 
affairs  with  alfiduity,  and  fend  his  reports  to 
the  major:  That  the  prince  was  determined, 
after  this  never  to  make  him  his  companion : 
And  finally,  that  if  he  did  not  in  every 
refpedf  behave  as  became  an  officer,  he, 
(the  prince,)  would  appoint  another  com¬ 
mandant,  and  fend  him  elfewhere.  It  is 
impollible  to  imagine,  that  a  body  of  fo  ma¬ 
ny  young  men  could  remain  fo  long  in  one 
place  without  fome  turmoils  happening  (ome- 
times,  notwithftanding  the  beft  care  having 
been  taken  to  prevent  them. 
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It  is  not  worth  the  reader’s  while,  nor  in¬ 
deed  mine,  to  write,  every  incident  which 
happened  during  our  flay  at  Aftrachan.  Lee 
it  therefore  fuffice  to  fay,  that,  one  day  the 
prince  having  fent  a  criminal  to  the  gover¬ 
nor  to  be  puniflied,  the  governor  did  not 
readily  inflict  the  punUhment,  but  reported, 
that  he  would  take  time  to  inquire  into  the 
affair,  and  then  proceed  as  the  prince  had 
directed.  Upon  receiving  this  report,  the 
prince  caufed  demand  the  prifoner  directly, 
letting  the  governor  know,  that  if  he  refuted 
to  comply,  he  would  immediately  fulpend 
him  from  being  governor,  till  her  Majefty  *s 
pleafure  fliould  be  known.  The  governor 
would  not  risk  too  much,  and  therefore  lent 
back  the  prifoner,  who  was  inflantly  punch¬ 
ed  at  the  rtandard,  as  were  all  others  ever  af¬ 
ter  this,  who  had  tranlgrefled  in  our  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  or  with  the  embally. 

One  winter-day  I  went  to  the  country  for 
a  drive  in  my  fledge,  and  to  feek  a  little  di- 
verfion.  I  was  drefled  in  a  fur,  and  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  two  of  our  own  lbldiers.  I 
had  got  into  one  of  the  vine-gardens  at  the 
greateft  dillance  from  the  city.  I  left  my 
fledge  and  the  foldiers  at  the  proprietor’s 
houle  till  I  had  fearched  the  garden.  I  had 
got  one  (hot,  and  the  covey  did  not  fly  very 
far,  but  lighted  in  a  corner  of  the  fame  gar¬ 
den,  After  I  had  charged,  I  walked  up  to¬ 
wards 
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wards  the  place  where  they  were,  knd  fpied 
two  men  coming  upon  the  fame  ground  ; 
one  of  them  carried  net9,  poles,  <&c.  upon 
his  fhoulde'rs,  for  catching  partridges.  I 
requelled  them  not  to'  go  upon  the  game, 
faying,  that  I  was  in  purfuit  of  them.  The 
fellow  who  had  the  poles  over  his  (houldei* 
anfwered  trie  by  threats,  and  much  oppro- 
brious  language,  and  advanced  very  fall  to 
where  I  flood.  I  charged  him  to  keep  at 
a  diflance,  threatening  to  (hoot  him,  if  he 
did  not.  One  of  them  went  away ;  but  he  ' 
with  the  poles  advanced  in  a  great  rage; 
Although  I  was  in  no  fmall  danger,  and  out 
of  the  view  Or  hearing  of  the  foldiers,  I  could 
not  think  of  (hooting  a  man  who  had  no 
fire  artnsi  1  waited,  and  when  near,  que- 
ftioned  him.  What  could  be  the  reafon  of  fo 
much  anger  at  me,  for  afking  a  very  lmall 
favour  ?  The  brute  continued  his  threats, 
till  he  was  now  within  reach  of  me,  and  was 
preparing  to  give  me  a  blow  with  his  poles  ; 
when,  with  the  butt-end  of  my  piece,  I,  de- 
fignlng  to  ftrike  on  his  face,  hit  him  on  the 
neck  fo  firm  a  blow,  that  he  fell  into  a  hol¬ 
low,  where  I  reiterated  my  ftrokes  two  or 
three  times,  and  then  run  to  the  top  of  a  ri-* 
ling  ground  to  call  the  foldiers.  They  very 
ioon  appeared,  and  feized  this  villain.  If 
any  boor  affronts  an  officer  in  her  Majefty’s 
lervice,  the  officer,  without  being  obliged  to 
follow  a  tedious  way  of  profecution  at  law, 
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inftantly  punifheth  the  fellow  for  his  fault* 
1  therefore  ordered  the  foldiersto  take  him  to 
the  houfe,  where  I  defigned  to  caufe  chafllfe 
him.  When  all  was  ready,  and  the  fellow  drip¬ 
ped, thelandlord  appeared,  and  difcharged  me 
from  corredVmg  him  on  his  ground.  I,  un¬ 
certain  whether  I  had  a  right  to  corredt  him 
there,  ordered  the  foldiers  to  let  him  go  ;  of 
which  he  was  fo  very  glad,  that,  without 
waiting  to  put  on  his  cloaths,  he  took  them 
up  in  his  arms,  and  ran  off  as  fall  as  he  was 
able.  I  ordered  the  horfes  to  be  put  to,  and 
told  die  landlord,  that,  though  I  was  a  Gran¬ 
ger  to  that  villain  he  had  now  preferved  from 
the  juft  punifhment  I  deligned  for  him,  I 
would  have  no  difficulty  to  get  at  him  as  his 
abbettor ;  and  returned  to  Aftrachan,  and 
acquainted  the  prince  of  this  affair.  He  or¬ 
dered  a  ferjeant  with  a  few  men  to  bring  in 
the  landlord,  who  hardly  efcaped  a  whip¬ 
ping  ;  but,  by  my  interceffion,  was  let  go, 
alter  he  had  difcovered  the  abode  of  his  vil¬ 
lainous  neighbour  ;  who  alfo  being  appre¬ 
hended  in  his  bed,  was  brought  in.  He  beg¬ 
ged,  that  the  ferjeant  would  bring  him  to  me 
firft  ;  where,  with  tears,  and  promifes  never 
to  be  guilty  of  the  like  to  any  other,  I  for¬ 
gave  him,  and  defired  the  ferjeant  to  acquaint 
the  major,  in  order  to  have  him  liberated  ; 
but  this  the  major  durft  not  do,  till  the 
prince  was  made  acquainted  with  his  being 
brought  there.  The  prince,  after  he  had 
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examined  him,  and  he  had  acknowledged  his 
crime,  and  begged  for  forgivenefs,  faid,  that 
as  I  had  already  Forgiven  him,  for  what  he 
had  adled  againft  me,  fo  he  forgave  him  for 
that  trefpafs ;  but  as  he  had  trefpafled  againft 
the  peace  of  the  country,  he  ordered  him  to 
be  whipped  feverely,  and  let  go.  After  this 
we  remained  in  Aftrachan  without  any  di- 
fturbance,  till  we  got  orders  to  proceed  on 
our  way  to  Perfia,  by  the  weft  fide  of  the 
Cafpian  Sea, 

Capt.  Bernhour,’one  of  our  gentlemen,  Mr 
Thomfon,  and  I,  made  a  party  to  go  to  hunt 
the  wild  boar  at  a  fifhery  near  the  Cafpian, 
where  it  was  faid  many  of  thefe  creatures 
were  frequently  feen.  Having  obtained  leave 
of  the  prince,  we  fet  out  in  aftrongfroft  to  the 
filhery,  but  got  no  fport.  However,  night 
drew  on,  and  we  agreed  to  lodge  there,  and 
take  our  fleep  in  a  warm  room  upon  fome 
hay.  We  were  compofing  ourfelves  to  fleep, 
when  die  man  who  lived  in  the  fifhery  ac¬ 
quainted  us,  that  feveral  men  had  befet  this 
building,  and  advifed  us  to  get  up,  left  they 
might  burn  it,  or  get  at  our  horfes.  We 
were  not  long  in  getting  ready  ;  and  our 
pieces  bring  all  charged  with  ball  for  the 
boars,  we  primed  afrefh,  and  went  out.  The 
building  was  a  fquare,  into  which  they  had 
not  ventured  to  come.  We  went  out  at  the 
only  entry,  and  fpied  three  horfemen  at  the 
corner  ;  at  whom  one  of  us  fired  a  piftol, 
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charged  only  wifh  powder,  upon  which 
they  rode  off.  We  wait  quit?  round  the 
fiftiery  without  feeing  any  more.  This  a- 
larm  put  an  end  to  our  fleep  that  night ; 
and  we  returned  to  Aftrachan  next  morning 
as  early  as  we  could.  At  which  time  the 
prince  was  ordering  a  party  of  dragoons  to 
come  for  us  j  for  he  had  got  notice,  that  a 
(hong  body  of  Caracalpaaks  were  in  thefi? 
parts.  We  told  him  what  we  bad  met  with, 
and  how  narrowly  we  had  efcaped.  Upon 
which  he  ordered  the  governor  to  fend  off 
fome  men  to  protect  the  merchants  fisheries. 
And  this  accident,  trifling  as  it  was,  proved 
the  fafety  of  the  fifheries ;  for  the  Caracal¬ 
paaks,  knowing  they  were  difcovered,  made 
no  ftay,  but  returned  into  their  own  coun¬ 
try,  without  committing  any  depredations. 

One  day,  foon  after  our  arrival  in  Aftra¬ 
chan,  one  of  the  three  Tartars  who  had  con¬ 
voyed  me  with  their  horfes  from  Aftrachan 
to  Tzaritzin,  told  me,  that  as  he  and  his 
countrymen  were  returning  betwixt  Eanatai- 
ova  and  Aftrachan,  the  Kalmucks  way-lakl 
them,  murdered  the  other  two,  and  wound¬ 
ed  him,  and  robbed  them  of  their  horfes,  and 
pther  effects.  He  faid,  that  they  pretended 
that  they  did  fo  to  revenge  the  death  of  their 
friends,  who  had  attacked  iis,  as  I  mention¬ 
ed  formerly.  He  faid,  that,  having  been 
^youqded  at  their  firft  aflault,  he  fell,  and, 
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for  fonae  time,  was  infenfdble ;  That  whet* 
be  recovered  the  ufe  of  his  region,  the  JKalr 
mucks  had  gone  off  with  their  horfes,  carri¬ 
ages,  cloathg,  and  money,  leaving  only  his 
two  dead  countrymen  with  him :  That  fboit 
after,  fbme  fifbermen  took  him  into'  their 
boat,  having  buried  his  friends,  and  fent 
him  to  Aftrachan :  That  he  had  applied  to 
the  governor,  and  had  difcovered  lome  of 
the  horfes  j  but  neither  could  get  the  Kal¬ 
mucks  punifhed,  nor  his  horfes  returned, 
which  were  in  pofTeflion  of  the  Ruffian  refi- 
dent,  by  the  Khan.  I  applied,  and  ufed  all 
my  intereft  to  get  the  poor  man’s  horfes  re¬ 
turned  ;  but  the  refident  eluded  all  my  en¬ 
deavours,  upon  pretence  that  that  affair  had 
already  coft  him  much  more  than  the  value 
of  the  horfes.  Thus  we  fee,  by  this  in- 
flance,  that  juftice  is  very  hardly  to  be  got¬ 
ten,  even  in  Ruflia,  without  paying  more  than 
the  value  of  it. 

I  (hall  mention  two  cafes  which  happen¬ 
ed  in  our  hofpital  this  winter  ;  which  ap¬ 
pearing  lingular  to  me,  who  has  had  fo  very 
extenfive  practice,  may  be  agreeable  to  fome 
of  my  readers.  I  was  informed  that  a  young 
flrong  dragoon  was  very  ill  of  an  erfypelas 
over  his  right  arm  ;  and  Dr  Lerch  defiring 
my  advice,  I,  amongft  other  things,  recom¬ 
mended  to  blood  him.  Accordingly,  one 
of  our  young  men  took  fix  teen  ounces  of 
blood  from  the  right  arm,  confidering  that 
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the  dragoon  was  very  feverifh,  and  all  rea- 
fonable  afliftance,  both  internal  and  exter¬ 
nal,  was  not  wanting.  Next  morning, 
when  we  came  to  the  hofpital,  I  was  not  a 
little  furprized  to  fee  the  right  arm  exceffive- 
ly  inflamed,  and  rafhly  found  fault  with  the 
young  man  who  had  let  blood.  I  therefore 
called  for  a  lancet,  and  let  blood  from  his 
left  arm.  His  fever  being  nothing  dimi- 
nifhed,  on  the  third  day  the  inflammation 
had  fixed  itfelf  in  the  arm  which  I  had 
blooded,  and  the  other  arm  was  not  in  the 
leaft  inflamed.  Now  I  law  plainly  how 
much  I  was  deceived,  and  how  ignorant  I 
was  about  ail  the  differences  of  this  dangerous 
difeafo.  This  poor  man  lay  in  the  greateft 
danger  in  a  high  fever  more  than  five  weeks, 
before  we  could  have  the  leaft  hopes  of  his 
recovery.  It  changed  its  fituation  every 
five  or  fix  days  :  Nor  did  he  recover  till  it 
had  run  over  his  whole  body  ;  the  face.and 
hairy  fcalp  were  not  exempted  ;  and  in  three 
or  four  days  after  it  had  left  the  part,  the 
fcarf-skin  came  off,  as  if  a  bliftering  plaifter 
had  been  applied  to  it.  This,  however, 
was  the  only  example  I  ever  met  with  of 
the  like  kind,  though  I  have  undoubtedly 
feen  many  thoufands  in  this  difoafe.  The 
man  recovered  afterwards  to  an  exceeding 
good  ftate  of  health. 

One  day  the  do&or  defired  that  I  would 
vifit  a  dragoon,  much  diftrefled  with  an  ex- 
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crefcence  in  ano,  which  prevented  hb  getting 
paflage  by  ftool.  At  my  firft  vifitation  we 
difcovered  a  globe,  of  a  red  colour,  about 
the  bignefs  of  a  fmall  plumb,  pendulous. 
When  1  drew  it  to  me,  I  introduced  a  pair 
of  good  fciflars,  and  at  once  fnapped  it  off. 
Next  day,  we  difcovered  another,  and  the 
day  following  a  third,  all  which  1  cut  off  in 
the  fame  manner ;  and  the  man  recovered 
without  any  other  trouble.  The  mention¬ 
ing  of  thefe  dileafes  fo  veiy  briefly,  may  be 
of  ufe  to  fome,  and  cannot  be  very  difagree- 
able  to  any  of  my  learned  and  humane  rea¬ 
ders. 

The  Ruflians  being  at  peace  with  all  their 
neighbours  affords  me  nothing  of  moment 
to  fay  about  our  armies,  and  indeed  there 
was  little  difturbance  of  any  kind  upon  the 
borders  of  Aftrachan.  One  evening  late,  the 
governor  fent  to  defire  I  would  fpeak  with 
him ;  when  I  came,  I  law  Mr  Chiricoff  the 
fecretary,  and  judged  that  fome  affairs  con¬ 
cerning  the  Britifh  trade  was  going  on.  The 
governor  defired  me  to  take  a  glafs  or  two  of 
wine,  and  then  produced  a  bundle  of  Englilh 
letters,  which  he  had  received  from  Perfia. 
He  faid,  that  he  wanted,  by  orders  from  St 
Peterfburgh,  to  know  only  if  they  mention¬ 
ed  any  thing  of  the  Shach  or  Captain  Elton. 
He  defired  therefore,  as  no  perfon  was  able 
to  interpret  them  in  Aftrachan,  that  I  would 
take  tfic  trouble  to  glance  them  over,  and  let 

him 
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him  know  if  Any  thing  was  mentioned  in 
them  relating  to  thefe  two  men,  telling  me 
at  the  fame  time,  that  he  was  authorifed  to 
do  fo  by  the  Britifh  merchants  in  St  Peterf- 
bargh.  He  faid,-  that  he  wanted  to  know 
nothing  of  the  merchants  private  affairs,  not* 
of  their  accompts.  Not  doubting  of  the 
truth  of  all  he  told  me,  I  run  them  over,  and 
fome  mention  was  made  of  Captain  Elton , 
but  none  about  Kouli  Kham  The  fecretary 
took  ddwn  what  was  written  about  Elton  ; 
and,  when  all  was  done,  he  produced  a  pa¬ 
per,  defiring  me  to  fign  it,  obliging  myfelf 
never  to  difcover  that  he  had  required  me  to 
communicate  the  contents  of  thefe  letters  to 
him.  At  this  I  flared,  and  being  furprifed, 
told  him  that  I  fufpe&ed  he  had  no  good  au¬ 
thority  for  what  we  had  been  doing,  and 
added,  that  I  never  would  fign  that  paper, 
nor  interpret  another  letter  for  him ;  and 
took  my  laft  farewell,  as  I  never  could  be 
prevailed  upon  to  make  him  a  fecond  vifit. 

The  Imperial  Duke  was  fcized  with  the 
fmall-pox  in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  as 
he  was  travelling  between  Mofcow  and  Sc 
Peterfburgh,  to  which  laft  city  he  was  going. 
He  lay  ill  in  fome  village,  recovered  very 
well,  and  was  married  upon  the  prelent  Em- 
prefs  in  the  month  of  September.  The  wed¬ 
ding  was  very  gfand  and  fhowy.  Our  major 
was  prefent  at  it,  and  gave  us,  at  his  return, 

a  very 
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a  very  fuccinft  account,  but  which  is  not  ve¬ 
ry  material  to  the  reader. 


CHAP.  XIX. 

Concerning  ,what  pajfed  in  the  Tear  1746.  Our 
March  from  AJlrachan  to  Kizlaar,  <&c. 

FROM  January  till  July,  we  lived  as  I  de- 
fcribed  formerly ;  nor  did  any  thing  hap¬ 
pen  wortli  the  reader’s  notice,  except  that 
fome times  laft  winter,  a  fumptuary  law  was 
made,  and  orders  lent  throughout  the  em¬ 
pire,  commanding  that  all  people  of  no  great 
rank,  whether  men  or  women,  who  had 
cloaths  of  brocade  cloth,  or  other  cloaths 
mounted  with  gold  or  filver  lace,  not  allow¬ 
able  by  law,  Ihould  get  them  hidden  apart : 
That,  after  a  certain  date,  if  merchants,  mer¬ 
chants  wives,  and  others  forbidden  to  wear 
fuch  cloaths,  were  dilcovered  to  have  any 
fuch  in  their  cuftody,  not  fealed,  the  cloaths 
would  be  taken  from  them,  and  they  obliged 
to  pay  a  large  fine  ;  and  if  not  able  to  pay 
it,  commanding  that  fuch  fools  fiiould  be 
whipped  on  the  bare  back  in  the.  public  mar¬ 
ket-place.  Another  order  was  fent  at  the 
fame  time,  letting  forth,  that  many  young 
gentlemen  had  ruined  themfelves,  and  lofi: 
their  paternal  eftates,  particularly  in  the  city 
of  Mofcow  by  gaming  with  cards  ;  therefore 

N  n  for- 
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forbidding  that  game,  under  the  penalty  of 
one  thoufand  ruble?.  In  Mofcow,  fome  old 
general  had,  upon  promifes  of  preferment 
in  the  army,  decoyed  many  of  the  Ruffian 
noble  thoughtlefs  youth  to  his  houfe,  and,  af¬ 
ter  a  few  vifits,  difmifled  them  helplels,  ha¬ 
ving  Ipoiled  them  of  their  e Hates  by  this 
curfed  game.  1  he  Emprels,  at  laft  having 
got  notice  of  it,  cauied  th’is  old  hunks  reflore 
them  their  eftates  and  money,  with  good  in- 
terefl ;  and  caufed  this  order  to  be  fent  thro* 
the  empire,  forbidding  that  game  altogether. 
This  was  a  little  hard  upon  people  who  had 
not  much  to  do,  like  us  at  that  time  ;  but  our 
major  returning  foon  after  we  had  received 
die  order,  fet  all  hands  to  work,  by  acquaint¬ 
ing  us  that  the  meaning  of  the  order  was  on¬ 
ly  to  difeharge  people  from  playing  for  great 
fums ;  add  ng,  that  the  whole  court  played 
daily,  and  none  loved  the  diverfion  better 
than  the  Emprefs,  whom  he  faw  playing,  and 
produced,  from  one  of  the  miniftry,  a  decla¬ 
ration  to  that  purpofe.  Upon  receiving  tins 
agreeable  news,  we  all  gamed  as  formerly, 
and  continued  fo  during  ourflay  in  Aftra- 
chan. 

One  day,  the  governor  entered  the  hall, 
whilft  we  were  all  very  merry,  and  he,  know¬ 
ing  nothing  of  the  reverfion  of  the  order,  ex-  * 
prefled  his  great  furprize  that  we  durfl  play, 
after  it  was  forbidden  under  high  penalties; 
but,  when  he  was  informed  of  this  change, 

he 


Digitized  by  Google 


TRAVELS.  283 

he  begged  to  be  admitted  a  party.  Thus 
we  continued  till  the  latter  end  of  July,  at 
which  time  we  received  orders  to  make  what 
hafte  we  could  to  proceed  on  our  journey, 
after  having  fent  our  weighty  baggage,  pre* 
fents,  and  horfes,  by  lea,  to  the  port  of 
Backu.  Three  (hips  were  got  ready  for  this 
purpofe  i  and  on  the  14th  of  September  our 
dragoons,  horles,  and  baggage  neceflary  for 
immediate  ufe,  with  our  own  horles,  Dr 
Lerch  and  his  mate,  were  fent  to  the  other 
fide  of  the  Volga.  On  the  1 5th,  the  prince 
went  over  to  fee  that  every  thing  was  in  good 
order.  By  the  time  he  reached  the  (bore,  the 
tents  were  all  ft  ruck,  the  horfes  yoked,  and 
the  dragoons  mounted.  So,  after  they  were 
muftered,  they  paid  their  military  compli¬ 
ments,  and  marched  away  into  the  defart. 
On  the  23d,  the  three  Ihips  Were  all  loaded, 
and  dropped  down  the  Volga,  defigned  for 
the  port  of  the  Perfian  city  Backu.  I  faw 
the  horfes  put  on  board  5  They  had  prepa¬ 
red  proper  ftalls  for  receiving  the  horles  in 
the  holds  of  the  (hips,  with  fiing9  that  they 
might  not  be  hurt  in  time  of  tempeftuous 
weather ;  and,  what  is  very  remarkable,  the 
fpirited  horfe  of  EngKfii  brood,  formerly 
mentioned,  feemed  upon  this  occafion,  to  be 
more  fenfible  of  fear  than  any  of  the  reft. 
They  put  him  on  board  in  the  fame  manner 
as  they  had  done  the  reft,  only  they  imagi¬ 
ned  that  he  would  not  be  quite  fo  erasable. 
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,  and  therefore  blindfolded  him  at  a  greater  di- 
ftance  from  the  veil'd  ;  then  they  put  a 
broad  double  fail-cloth  round  his  body, 
reaching  from  his  fore  to  his  hinder  legs, 
and  fixed  it  on  his  back  with  loops,  into 
which  an  iron  hook,  at  the  end  of  a  rope 
from  one  of  the  yard-arms  of  the  fhip,  was 
introduced  and  made  faft.  When  the  crea¬ 
ture  felt  them  give  the  firft  pull,  he  ftrug- 
gled,  ftruck,  and  reared;  but  the  men  who 
pulled  were  fo  clever,  that  after  he  reared,  he 
could  not  get  his  fore  feet  to  touch  the 
ground  again,  and  in  an  inftant  he  was 
hanging  in  the  air,  trembling  all  over,  and 
evacuating  his  dung.  When  he  was  let  down 
into  the  (hip’s  hold,  he  lay  down  like  a  dog, 
nor  would  he  rife  for  fome  time* 

Every  thing  being  ready,  and  all  incum¬ 
brances  being  removed,  the  prince  fet  out 
from  Aftrachan,  in  company  with  his  own 
proper  officers,  and  all  the  principal  people 
in  Aftrachan,  civil,  military,  and  ecclefiaftick, 
upon  the  35th.  Upon  this  occafion,  all  ho¬ 
nours  were  liberally  paid  him,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  when  he  arrived.  The  good  old 
prince  cauled  his  gentlemen  ply  the  bottle  to 
fome  purpofe  upon  this  occafion.  I  did  not 
join  them,  but  walked  with  Mr  Thomfon  at 
fome  diftance,  upon  the  banks  of  the  Volga  ; 
but  a  fignal  having  been  made  for  us  to 
mount,  at  my  return  I  faw  the  effects  of 
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their  toping  in  many  places.  On  the  fignal 
given,  we  mounted,  and  rode  up  the  Volga 
five  verfts  north,  then  turned  weft,  and  rode 
on  the  top  of  a  very  long  hill,  •  with  lakes  on 
both  fides,  till  we  were  computed  to  be  di- 
ftant  in  a  ftraight  line  from  Aftrachan  about  v 
fifteen  verfts.  The  prince,  having  fent  off 
all  his  dragoons,  and  the  greateft  part  of  his 
foldiers,  was  therefore  efcorted  with  about 
five  hundred  Coflacks  and  Tartars. 

Our  firft  ftage  was  on  the  fouth  fide  of  a 
ridge  of  hills,  extended  eaft  and  weft,  in  a 
meadow  having  a  plcafant  lake  of  frefh  wa¬ 
ter  to  the  fouth.  On  the  north  fide  of  this 
ridge  was  a  lake  crufted  over  with  fait,  as 
white  as  fnow  on  the  furface,  about  one  and 
a  half  inch  thick,  turning  red  about  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  its  thick  nefs,  then  inclining  to  black, 
and  at  the  bottom  as  black  as  ink,  which, 
when  the  furface  was  broken,  emitted  a  very 
noifome  ft  inking  exhalation. 

An  accident  happened  here,  which  I  can¬ 
not  pafs  by,  without  acquainting  the  reader 
of  it :  An  Armenian  lieutenant-colonel  took 
this  fafe  opportunity  to  march  with  us  to  bis 
regiment  at  or  near  Kiilaar  :  He,  according 
to  the  cuftom  of  his  country,  did  not  ride 
in  his  uniform,  but  had  cloatlis,  which  he 
thought  more  convenient  for  travelling, 

-  whole  tails  were  gathered  together,  and  put 
into  a  very  large  pair  of  breeches,  fomething 
like  the  Hollanders  or  Kalmucks.  1  had  a 
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bitch,  the  xrtother  of  my  four  greyhounds  j 
(he  was  extremely  pretty,  of  the  finall  Italian 
brood.  She  was  brought  up  from  a  puppy 
about  the  hofpital  of  Altrachan,  and  had  an 
antipathy  at  luch  drefs,  though  Ihe  was  very 
gentle  to  people  drelTed  in  the  European  fa¬ 
shion  ;  which  was  occasioned  by  the  Kal¬ 
mucks,  who  ufed  to  pals  by  the  hofpital 
morning  and  evening  daily,  with  whom  (he 
had  many  battles.  The  colonel,  among  the 
reft,  without  changing  his  drefs,  went  to  pay 
his  rcfpeds  to  the  prince.  The  hitch  was  tied 
in  my  lleeping  waggon  ;  Ihe  no  fooner  1'pied 
the  colonel,  than  flie  broke  the  cord  with 
which  flie  was  tied,  and,  fwift  as  lightning, 
feized  the  back  parts  of  the  colonel’s  breeches, 
which  Ihe  tore  to  pieces  in  an  inflant,  leav¬ 
ing  his  pofteriors  to  open  view.  '  The  colo¬ 
nel,  in  a  defperate  rage,  drew  his  broad 
iword,  and  threatened  dellruCtion  to  my 
poor  bitch  ;  but  flie  was  well  exercifed,  and 
had  been  long  accultomed  to  that  fort  of 
game.  She  was  at  a  conlklerabie  diftance 
before  be  was  ready  to  make  a  ftroke,  and 
Ihe  was  preparing  ta  make  the  other  attack. 
The  colonel  and  his  antagonilt  made  fo  un¬ 
expected  a  piece  of  diver  lion,  that  the  prince 
and  the  reft  of  the  gentlemen  had  like  ta 
have  died  laughing.  This  {port  was  not  fo 
agreeable  to  me,  who  was  accultomed,  long 
before  tins,  to  the  like.  I  was  afraid  that  the 
colonel,  in  his  great  rage,  would  have  fliot 

inv 
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my  bitch,  I  therefore  loft  no  time  in  getting 
her  fecured  ;  when  I  liad  done  this,  I  went 
to  the  colonel,  who  was  going  to  drefs  as 
formerly,  and  begged  of  him  not  to  do  it,  af* 
luring  him,  that  it  would  be  almoft  impofli* 
ble  to  watch  the  bitch.  I  told  him  what  ill* 
will  (he  bore  to  fuch  drel’s,  and  die  caufe  of 
it.  I  begged  him  to  drefs  in  his  uniform* 
and  walk  out,  alluring  him  that  the  beaft 
would  be  as  gentle  to  him  as  any  odier  per- 
fon  lo  drefled.  After  his  anger  whs  a  little 
over,  he  followed  my  advice*  and  I  let  the 
creature  go  at  liberty,  to  convince  him  of  the 
truth  of  my  aftertion  j  but  ever  after,  he  did 
not  care  to ,  truft  her  too  far  :  However,  he 
took  the  precaution  to  drefs  in  his  uniform 
before  he  left  his  waggon,  or  made  his  ap¬ 
pearance  in  public.  The  prince  called  the 
bitch,  ever  after  this,  the  Difciplinarian. 

The  hills,  through  which  we  had  travelled, 
were  covered  with  a  litde  grafs,  and  much  a * 
brotanum ,  abfintbium ,  and  different  kinds  of  ka* 
lit  but  no  ftirubs.  We  law  no  game  here. 
We  travelled  from  this  place  abouc  eleven 
o’clock  at  night,  and  directed  our  courle' 
weft ;  the  wind  being  northerly,  it  was  not 
warm.  After  we  had  travelled  about  twenty 
verfts  from  our  laft  ftage,  we  encamped  on 
the  top  of  a  ridge  of  hills,  llretching  eaft  and 
weft,  having  a  fait  lake  on  the  north  fide, 
and  a  frefli  water  lake  on  the  fouth,  from 
which  we  took  twenty  carts  loaded  with  wa¬ 
ter. 


Digitized  by  LjOoq  le 


28$  VOYAGES  AND 

ter,  becaufe  we  had,  lit  tie  profpeft  of  getting 
any  more  frelh  water  in  this  defart,  till  we 
came  on  the  banks  of  tlie  pleafant  Beketi,  a- 
bout  four  hundred  verfls  diftant  from  where 
we  then  were.  We  fed  our  horfes  a  few 
hours,  and  proceeded  farther  in  the  fame  di¬ 
rection,  palling  by  many  low  fandy  hills  up¬ 
on  the  north,  and  feme  fmall  lakes  through 
the^fame  kind  of  foil  as  formerly;  only  we 
difcovered  large  quantides  of  kali  humilti  in 
flower.  After  we  had  travelled  twenty  verfls, 
we  encamped  on  the  fouth  fide  of  a  great 
lake  of  fait  water,  having  fomfe  hills  to  the 
fouth,  on  the  evening  of  the  26th.  We  faw 
here  many  Kalmucks  with  their  flocks  ;  but 
they  would  not  come  near  us.  In  the  very 
place  where  we  encamped,  my  hounds  lulled 
the  firft  hare  in  this  expedition ;  and  our 
out-fcouts  laid,  that  they  had  feen  feme  fai- 
gaaks,  or  antelopes.  I  had  but  juft  laid  my- 
felf  down  in  my  waggon,  when  I  fpied  the 
prince  going  round,  to  fee  if  the  centinels 
were  alert,  quite  alone.  I  went  to  him,  beg¬ 
ged  that  he  would  take  his  lleep,  as  he  had 
been  complaining :  He  faid,  that  he  could 
mot  put  much  truft  in  his  younkers,  as  he 
called  his  gentlemen,  who,  he  faid,  were  fleep- 
ing  as  found  as  if  they  had  been  in  Aftra- 
Chan  ;  but  added,  that  if  I  would  watch  for 
him,  he  would  go  to  bed ;  and,  being  eight 
o’clock,  delired  I  would  fet  them  out  at  ele¬ 
ven.  I  allured  him  I  was  not  in  the  lealfc 
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fleepy,  and  therefore  would  pointedly  obey 
his  orders,  and  he  condefcended  to  go  to 
bed ;  precifely  at  eleven  I  had  them  all  in 
ilir. 

We  proceeded  from  this  place  called  Bufli- 
machay ,  and  arrived  early  in  the  morning 
at  another  lake  of  fait  water  called  Afliega- 
fliee,  feventeen  verfts  dill  ant  from  the  for¬ 
mer.  On  the  twenty-feventh,  there  was  an¬ 
other  lake  diftant  from  us  about  an  Englifh 
mile,  upon  the  banks  of  which  much  of  the 
herb  lotus  flore  albo  grew,  which  proved  good 
food  for  ottr  horfes,  of  which  they  eat  very 
plentifully.  Here  we  killed  fome  hares.  We 
marched  on,  after  we  had  refted  about  three 
hours,  twenty-five  werfts  farther  fouth-weft  ; 
the  wind  being  northerly  it  was  very  cold. 
We  palled  over  many  low  landy  hills,  lying 
eaft  and  weft,  upon  which  little  grew  except 
kali.  We  encamped  upon  the  weft-end  of  a 
lake  of  fait  water  called  Vifhni ;  here  we  kil¬ 
led  fome  hares.  On  the  28th,  we  fet  out  and 
arrived  at  a  fmall  hill,  three-fourths  furround- 
ed  by  a  lake  called  Tehirili.  At  this  place 
we  met  with  between  thirty  and  forty  Turko¬ 
man  Tartars,  who  would  give  no  account  of 
themfelves  till  their  chief  was  forced  thereto 
with  the  whip.  He  faid,that  they  had  been 
carrying  fait  to  Kizlaar ;  tho’  we  were  of  opi¬ 
nion  that  they  were  freebooters :  They  rode 
upon  dromedaries.  The  prince  did  not 
chufe  to  take  them  to  Kizlaar,  becaufe  we 
O  o  were 
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we r6  afraid  we  tvould  have  little  provifion  fot 
ourfelvfcs  :  He  therefore  threatened  to  hunt 
them  dut,  if  he  heard  of  any  mifchief  done 
by  them ;  and  advifcd  them  to  return  into 
their  own  country.  This  defart  is  as  barren 
as  any  \Ve  pafled  through  from  Aftrachan ; 
from  which  city  our  guides  computed  we  had 
travelled  ond  hundred  and  forty-five  verfts. 
In  the  afternoon  we  travelled  over  many  bar¬ 
ren  hills,  as  defcribed  formerly:  We  law  ve¬ 
ry  many  antelopes  and  hares;  but  our  dogs 
were  fo  fatigued  upon  this  barren  hard  landy 
ground  that  we  could  get  none:  After  we  had 
made  a  journey  of  twenty  verfts,  we  encamp¬ 
ed  on  •  the  weft-end  of  a  lake  of  fait  water 
called  Churiri;  here  I  killed  fbme  ducks, 
fnipes,  and  a  water-hen.  On  the  29th,  wfe 
arrived  at  a  little  hill,  diftant  about  thirty 
verfls  from  our  laft  ftage.  The  country  thro* 
which  we  pafted  was  more  even  than  former¬ 
ly:  Here  we  pafled  a  company  of  Baigufli,or 
poor  Kalmucks.  Our  road  now  is  almoft: 
Itraight  fouth.  This  delart  is  fo  very  fandy 
that  grals  is  very  rarely  to  be  feen,  except 
upon  the  banks  of  lakes;  and  the  earth  be¬ 
twixt  this  and  Aftrachan  is  all  mixed  with 
fait.  In  the  afternoon  we  marched  twenty- 
five  verfts  farther;  and,  having  put  my  dogs 
in  my  waggon  yefterday,  and  anointed  their 
feet,  I  rendered  them  more  able  to  run.  I  had 
the  good  fortune  to  run  down  two  antelopes, 
which  was  very  agreeable  to  all  our  company, 

becaufe 


Digitized  by  LjOoq  le 


TRAVELS.  291 

becaufe  we  had  got  no  other  frefti  provUlons 
than  iputton  and  fowls.  We  c arched  a  third  ' 
antelope  in  the  evening:  The  weather  was  ve¬ 
ry  lerene,  hut  cold.  The  antelopes  are  fo 
very  fearful,  that  if  a  dog  gives  the  leaA  bite, 
it  immediately  tumbles  down,  nor  does  it  of¬ 
fer  to  rife.  Its  flefh  is  extremely  tender,  and 
of  eafy  digeAion ;  but  it  has  a  peculiar  fla¬ 
vour,  fomething,  as  I  laid  before,  refembling 
xnufk,  which  foon  cloyed  my  Aomach;  but 
.many  of  our  gentlemen  eat  daily  plentifully 
of  it,  without  making  any  complaint,  or  find¬ 
ing  fault  with  this  very  particular  flavour, 
which  delicate  Aomachs  can  not  relifla.  We 
.encamped  on  the  fouth-weA  end  of  a  lake 
of  fak  water,  on  the  top  of  a  hill :  We  faw 
very  few  herbs  in  this  defart,  or  even  grafs  ; 
potfibly  there  might  have  been  fome  on  the 
banks  of  the  lake,  which  was  very  ex,tenflve; 
but  I  had  no  time  to  look  for  any.  On  the 
30th  September,  we  travelled  fouthward 
through  a  defart  like  the  lafl,  but  more  fan¬ 
dy,  twenty-five  verfls,  and  arrived  upon  a 
ridge  of-  fandy  mountains,  lying  eafl  and 
wefi,  being  about  one  verfl  over  from  north 
to  Iputh,  I  was  told,  that  thefe  fandy  moun¬ 
tains  run  from  the  Cafpian  fea  weA  about 
eighty  verAs.  Here  we  were  obliged  to  take 
our  dinner,  becaufe  the  horfes  were  fatigued 
by  drawing  our  carts  through  deep  lands ; 
and  we  had  Aill  to  march  through  more  fands; 
but  we  found  here  fome  wells  of  pretty  good 
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water,  of  which,  though  not  very  clear,  our 
horfes  were  very  needful,  and  drank  hearti¬ 
ly.  I  walked  over  thefe  Tandy  hills  on  foot 
with  difficulty,  the  fand  was  fo  very  fluxi- 
ble ;  and  if  the  wind  at  anytime  blows  ftrong- 
Ty,  the  fand  is  driven  about  lb  thick  that  it 
is  very  dangerous  for  the  traveller  to  find  his 
way;  befides  he  runs  the  rifijue  of  being  bu¬ 
ried  under  them,  not  only  on  the  hills,  but 
many  verfts  on  each  fide  of  them.  I  found 
many  {hells  of  fe’a-fifh,  fuch  as  muflels,  oy- 
fters,  <&c.  tho*  no  fuch  fifh  are  to  be  found 
now  living  upon  any  part  of  the  Cafpian 
ffiore  where  I  was ;  nor  did  I  ever  fee  any 
man  who  could  give  any  account  of  their  pre- 
fent  exiftence  here.  The  inhabitants  of  thefe 
defarts  fay,  that  the  Cafpian  formerly  cover¬ 
ed  all  that  fpace  which  is  now  filled  up  with 
fand.  I  found  an  herb  in  flower  not  far  from 
the  turbid  water  I  mentioned  very  like  alcea , 
of  which  I  have  a  plant  preferved.  We  law 
alfo  many  great  flocks  of  a  kind  of  moorfowl, 
differing  from  any  I  had  ever  feen  either  in 
Scotland  or  Ruffia :  Their  feadiers  have  much 
more  of  a  white  colour ;  they  are  extremely 
wild,  fo  that  I  could  not  get  a  (hot  of  them 
here,  tho*  I  have  frequently  killed  them  in 
other  places :  Their  flefh  is  very  white,  ten¬ 
der,  and  more  delicious  than  die  flefh  of  a- 
ny  other  fowl  I  know.  The  Ruffians  and 
^Tartars  call  them  Trepeati;  my  poor  hounds, 
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being  flill  lame,  could  not  run,  though  we 
faw  plenty  of  different  kinds  of  game. 

Having  refted  only  about  one  hour  and  a 
half,  we  marched  twenty-three  verfls  farther, 
through  a  low  Tandy  foil.  We  faw  at  no 
great  diftance  from  us  Tandy  hills  lying,  from 
the  laft  hills  I  mentioned,  eaft  from  us,ftretcb- 
ing  fouthward  parallel  to  the  road  we  took. 
We  encamped  upon  a  round  hill,  becaufe  we 
found  fome  grafs  for  our  poor  ftarved  horfes : 
The  weather  was  very  cold,  *he  wind  blow¬ 
ing  from  the  north. 

Oftober,  the  firft  day,  we  fet  out  from  dais 
hill,  and  palled  by  what  the  Tartars  call  Ku- 
ma  river:  It  is  a  long  valley  full  of  lakes  of 
fait  water,  furrounded  with  reeds ;  the  habi¬ 
tations  of  many  millions  ofmufquetoes:  Thefe 
lakes  are  Taid  to  produce  many  fifh,  but  we 
were  not  permitted  to  flay ;  and  I  am  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  at  this  time  of  the  year  no  man 
could  withfland  the  numbers  and  vigour  of 
thefe  intolerable  mufquetoes.  We  faw  much 
game,  and  more  of  the  trepeati,  but  could 
get  none  of  them.  I  purfued  two  hares, 
who,  when  hard  put  to  it,  run  into  holes 
under  ground.  We  faw  about  this  Kuma 
fome  fhort  grafs,  of  which  the  horfes  were 
very  fond.  We  having  travelled  twenty-five 
verfls  through  low  fandy  hills,  encamped  a- 
bout  two  verfls  fouth-weft  from  a  great  lake 
of  fait  water  called  Odack :  Palling  by  this 
lake  we  were  welcomed  by  fuch  fwarms  of 
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xnurquetoes,  that  we  and  our  horfes  carried 
many  millions  of  them  to  our  camp,  where 
we  were  obliged  to  breathe,  all  the  time  we 
(laid  here,  in  the  thick  difagreeable  fmoak  of 
cutgrafsand  reeds;  nor  could  the  flouted:, 
nor  ftupidcft  man  in  our  company,  compole 
himfelf  to  fleep.  The  Kuma  is  laid  to  be 
diftant  from  Aftrachan  three  hundred  and. 
fifty  verfts,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  verfts 
from  Kizlaar  :  In  this  boggy  K.uma  we  faw 
many  large  fnakes. 

We  proceeded  on  our  journey  about  eleven 
o’clock  at  night,  and  marched  from  tliis 
place  only  feventeen  verfts  farther.  Qur  hor¬ 
fes  having  had  no  frelh  water  fince  we  left 
Churilee,  we  encamped  for  two  hours  on  a 
riling  ground  on  the  2d  October,  and  then 
proceeded  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
and  travelling  over  a  fmooth  plain,  arrived 
at  a  little  round  hill,  upon  the  top  of  which 
Peter  the  Great  fet  three  bombs,  one  upon 
another,  as  a  fure  mark  for  travellers :  They 
were  remaining,  being  ufelefs,  and  too  weigh¬ 
ty  for  the  wild  inhabitants  of  the  defart  to 
carry  away.  We  travelled  a  little  farther, 
and  arrived  at  the  north-weft  corner  of  a 
great  lake  called  Colpitche,  from  great  flocks 
of  fowls,  which  are  called  by  the  Ruffians 
Rolpike ;  by  the  Germans  leffel  Gans  j  and  I 
think,  by  the  Englilh,  the  lefler  Pelican*  We 
flopped  but  one  hour  and  an  half  here,  and 
proceeded  but  five  verfts  farther,  for  the  con- 
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veniency  of  feeding  oar  horfes.  Our  major 
rode  to  the  place  from  whence  we  had  en* 
camped  laft,  dlftant  twenty-five  verfts,  to 
feek  for  a  fine  greyhound  I  had  given  him  ; 
but  his  fearch  proved  unfuccefsful.  He  re* 
turned  before  we  fet  out,  having  rode  fifty- 
five  verfts  very  hard  upon  a  hungry  horfe, 
who  had  gone  twenty-five  verfts  immediate¬ 
ly  before  he  mounted,  in  all  eighty  verfts, 
without  eating.  He  no  fooner  difmounted 
than  the  horfe,  quite  faint,  fell  down  as  if 
dead ;  but  by  the  induftrious  care  of  a  Kal¬ 
muck,  he  was  recovered.  At  this  laft  place, 
a  fmall  hill,  called  Erlifhan,  we  had  not  ftaid 
long  when  a  ferjeant  of  dragoons  arrived  with 
forty  horfemen  to  efcort  us,  and  feVenty  hor¬ 
fes  from  Kizlaar,  to  aflift  our  over-fatigued 
hungry  horfes,  in  carrying  us  forward.  At 
ten  o'clock,  pojl  meridiem ,  we  marched  from 
thence  through  a  plain,  but  moft  miferable 
land  all  night ;  and  in  the  morning  early,  be¬ 
ing  the  3d  of  Odlober,we  arrived  at  theplea- 
fant  fmall  river  Beketi,  running  a  ftream  of 
frefti  water  through  a  fandy  bottom ;  no  chiy- 
ftal  clearer.  This  was  moft  agreeable  both 
to  man  and  beaft,  having  feen  no  frefti  wa¬ 
ter  fince  the  26th  of  September,  except  a 
very  fmall  quantity  not  quite  frefti,  and  very 
dirty  among  the  fandy  hills,  as  has  already 
been  taken  notice  of.  It  was  reported  by 
Ruffians,  Tartars,  and  others,  that  a  poifon- 
ous  herb  grows  in  the  defart  we  pafled  thro* 
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laft,  which  I  imagine  is  forty  verfts  over;  and 
many  of  them  affirmed  that  they  knew  this 
plant  very  well.  When  we  were  palling 
through  the  defart,  at  my  defire,  the  prince 
ordered  all  thofe  wild  virtuofi  to  make  fearch 
for  this  poifonous  plant,  and  bring  it  to  him. 
They  did  not  agree  concerning  the  fameneft 
of  the  plant,  but  brought  different  kinds  of 
kali:  One  kind  has  a  feed  fmall,  but  fome- 
thing  refembling  a  fnake,  being  long,  curved, 
and  tapering.  To  convince  them  that  none 
of  thefe  herbs  were  poifonous,  I  eat  a  little 
of  every  kind;  I  caufed  cut  fome  of  it  fmall, 
and  mixing  it  with  oats,  gave  it  to  my  own 
horfes  to  eat.  The  Tartars  were  io  much 
prepoflefled  with  the  notion  of  its  poifonous 
quality,  that  when  they  faw  me  do  this,  they 
laid  that  my  horfes  would  certainly  die,  if  it 
did  not  kill  me.  At  Beketi,  the  prince,  at 
my  defire,  ordered  them  to  give  their  horfes 
but  very  little  drink  at  firft;  and,  as  the  graft 
grew  there  very  luxuriantly,  they  were  or¬ 
dered  to  let  them  feed  only  for  about  half  an 
hour,  and  then  tied  up  for  two  hours.  By 
this  management  none  of  our  horfe9  died  ; 
.and  I  was  informed,  that  only  a  few  of  the 
Tartar  horfes  were  fick  :  Probably  fome  of 
the  Tartars  did  not  obferve  the  rules  prefcri- 
bed  them  fo  exadly  as  they  ought  to  have 
done,  which  could  not  fail  to  have  evil  ef 
feds.  It  was  believed  by  all  our  company, 
and  probably  was  very  true,  that  the  Great 
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Peter  loft  fome  thou&nds  Of  horfes  at  the  Be- 
keti,  after  having  travelled  through  the  fame 
defart  :•  But  I  imagine,  that  we  having  many 
hundred  horfes,  and  by  this  care,  not  having 
loft  one  of  them,  puts  it  out  of  doubt  that  the 
Emperor’s  horfes  were  not  poifoned,  but  di¬ 
ed  by  fflifmanagement;  efpecially  if  the  fol¬ 
lowing  obfervations  be  confidered. 

From  the  36th  of  September*  to  the  3d  of 
Q&ober*  the  horfes  had  very  little  fait  water 
to  drink  ;  that  the  water  every  where  was  ei¬ 
ther  very  fait  or  faltilh;  they  were  kept  at 
bard  work  night  and  day,  and  had  very  lit¬ 
tle  graft  to  eat;  they  could  get  but  few 
mouthfuls  of  grafs  which  were  not  fifixed 
with  the  different  kinds  of  kali,  an  herb  very 
fait;  that  the  moifture  on  the  grafs,  ,fuch  as 
dew  or  fmall  rain,  was  faltifh;  that  when  the 
wind  Wewi  which  watt  frequentfy  the  cafe, 
the  fands  and  duff,  railed  by  the  wind  and 
their  own  motion,  were  mixed  with  fait,  con- 
fequently  they  could  not  refpire  with  out  draw** 
ing  into  their  lungs  a  quantity  of  fait.  Eve- 
ty  ope  Can,  Without  difficulty,  figure  to  him- 
felf,  that  horfes  who  have  endured  fo  much 
tlrirft  and  hunger,  for  fix  days  at  leaft,  and 
their  ftomach,  guts,  &c.  faturated  with  fuch 
quantities  of  fait,  when  let  into  a  field  of  the 
richeft  grafs  and  pureft  water,  will  eat  as  long, 
and  drink  as  much  as  they  can.  Whoever 
knows  the  changes  which  always  happen  to 
vegetables,  put  into  a  {fate  of  fimple  fermen- 
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tation  in  a  clofe  veffel;  and  fuch  knowing 
the  nature  of  animal  digeftion,  can  not  be 
ignorant  of  caufe  enough  to  kill  any  number 
of  horfes  after  this  manner,  without  the  help 
of  herbs,  commonly  accounted  poifonous. 
I  have  faid  enough  concerning  this  affair,  to 
fatisfy  any  intelligent  gentleman,  the  nature 
of  this .  work  not  permitting  me  to  enlarge 
upon  it  phyfically:  I  fhall  proceed,  after  ha¬ 
ving  made  this  remark,  viz.  fome  may  think 
that  it  was  unneceflary  to  have  taken  any  no¬ 
tice  of  it  at  all,  becaufe  Britifh  men  have  lit¬ 
tle  chance  of  ever  travelling  through  thefe  de¬ 
farts.  To  this  I  anfwer,  that  the  Britifh 
empire  in  India,  Africa,  and  America,  may 
doubtlefs  in  many  countries  produce  the  fame 
kind  of  defarts ;  and  consequently  thefe  ob- 
fervations  may  be  of  great  ufe  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  their  horfes,  jyc.  I  made  enquiry, 
if  any  horfes  returning  from  Kizlaar  to  Aftra- 
chan,  died  of  thefe  poifonous  plants,  but 
could  get  no  fatisfattory  anfwer.  I  had  fix 
horfes  of  my  own,  and  none  of  them  were 
fick,  though  they  eat  of  the  kali  which  was 
called  poifonous. 

We  departed  from  this  place,  and  march¬ 
ed  by  the  fide  of  Beketi,  fouthward  about 
twenty-three  verfts,  and  palled  the  fmall  dir¬ 
ty  deep  river  Barazda,  upon  a  bridge  of  tim¬ 
ber,  and  encamped  upon  the  fouth-fide  of  it 
in  a  low  marfhy  ground.  We  law  many 
hares,  foxes,  and  great  plenty  of  pheafants, 
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red  breafted,  billed,  and  legged  partridges, 
with  a  variety  of  finaller  birds.  No  doubt 
many  herbs  grow  here,  but  want  of  time, 
afcd  the  feafon  of  the  year  being  far  advan-* 
ced",  prevented  my  being  able  to  difcover 
them.  Next  day  beipg  the  fourth  of  October, 
we  arrived  in  Kizlaar  after  a  fmall  march  of 
only  fix.  or  feven  verfts,  where  the  prince  re¬ 
ceived  all  the  honours  from  the  garrifon  and 
groat  guns,  as  was  formerly  paid  him  in  Af- 
trachan  and  elfewhere, 

CHAP.  XX. 

Concerning  Mr  Jonas  Hanway*s  Account  of  the 
AmbaJJador’j  journey ,  &c. 

I  do  not  intend  here  to  give  any  account 
of  what  I  know  about  the  Britifh  Persi¬ 
an  trade  carried  on  through  Aftrachan  over 
the  Cafpian  fea  ;  all  I  intend  is  only  to  un¬ 
deceive  my  readers  of  Mr  Hanway’s  ac¬ 
count  of  the  ambaflador’s  journey  into  Per- 
fia.  He  got  from  me  a  fuperficial  but  true 
relation  of  our  route.  Mr  Hanway  however 
was  not  fatisfied  with  this,  but,  how.  genteel, 
I  refer  to  the  reader,  joined  mine  to  that  of 
others,  efpecially  of  a  jefuit,  and  out  of 
them  formed  one  of  his  own,  much  in  the 
fame  way  as  Mahomet  formed  his  religion. 
Whatever  he  may  tliink  of  this  performance, 
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is,  to  me,  a  matter  of  mere  indifference, 
but  fure  Mr  Hanway  cannot  take  it  ill  when 
I  thus  publicly  affirm,  that  he  has  abufednjy 
name  by  affixing  it  to  many  falfe  hoods.  It 

would  be  tedious  to  detail  them :  Wherefore 
I  (hall,  for  brevity^  fake,  take  notice  firft  of 
his  endeavouring  tQ  prepoflefs  the  world, 
that  I  have  faid  there  are  car^vanfaries  be¬ 
tween  Aftrachan  and  Kizlaar,  which  he  calk 
Kizlar,  his  words  are  thefc,  **  The  read- 
**  er  will  obferve,  that  though  there 
“  are  a  few  caravanfaries,  the  country 
“  has  nn  fixed  inhabitants!”  I  faw  no  cara- 
yanfaries,  no  not  fo  much  as  a  finall  hut 
between  the  city  of  Aftrachan  and  Kiz¬ 
laar.  This  piece  of  falfe  intelligence  he 
probably  has  had  from  his  friend  the  Jefuit. 
Next,  he  gives  a  falfe  account  of  the  numr 
her  and  quality  of  the  gentlemen,  bo* 
longing  to  the  embafly,  by  not  having  ob* 
ferved  what  I  wrote  him.  Laftly,  he  gives 
falfe  accounts  of  the  Circaffian  Tartars,  and 
many  more  falfe  accounts  through  that  jour¬ 
nal,  which  he  is  not  afhamed  to  call  mine. 
Whoever  are  in  poflefliqn  of  Hanway’s  tra¬ 
vels  and  mine,  will  eafily  fee  how  wide  his  ac¬ 
counts  of  thefe  things  are  of  truth.  1  can. 
fcarcely  excufe  him  from  tacking  my  j  oumal  to 
jefuitical  fables,  it  feems  Mr  Hanway  know* 
very  little  of  me,  although,  he  and  hfs  friends 
employed  in  the  Perfian  trade  had  in  truth 
^ood  reafon  to  have  ufed  me  in  a  more  ho¬ 
nourable 
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jjourable  manner,  confidering  the  great 
trouble  I  took  to  do  them  all  the  fervice  in 
my  power,  and  fbmetimes  not  without  dan¬ 
ger  to  myfelf.  For  what  ?  for  nothing,  on¬ 
ly  for  the  love  I  bore  my  country,  and  feme 
of  my  countrymen  whom  I  Ktde  knew.  He 
ooght  to- bare  eonfidered  the  difference  there 
is  between  a  man  of  honour,  who  hates  a 
He,  and  a  Jefttk,  a  man  whofc  principles  are 
fnbverfive  of  foeiety,  and  who  dicl<S  at  no* 
thing  but  truth,  l  wrote  to  Mr  Hsmwayv  and 
expostulated  with  him  about  this  affair ;  he 
anfwered  drat  he  was  forry  he  was  fo  far  de¬ 
ceived,  but  that  he  would  take  a  proper  op¬ 
portunity  to-  redrefs  this  grievance  *  But  ho 
has  not  yet  done  it.  I  therefore  beg  pardon 
of  my  readers,  for  taking  tins  method  of  ex¬ 
posing  the  account  given  by  Mr  Hanway, 
and  difcovering  the  reafbn  why  if  is  anpof- 
fible  the  account  I  give  of  this  embaffy,  and 
that  given  by  Hanway,  can  agree  ;  becaufe 
he  is  fuH  of  blunders,  as  many  other  parts 
of  his  writings  are:  Whereas,  I  do  here  fo- 
lemnly  declare  that  I  write  nothing:  bur  truth, 
however  imperfeft  my  performance  may, 
for  want  of  time  to-  correct  it,  be  in  O&ep 
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C  H  A  P.  XXI. 

Concerning  Cireafia,  and  its  prefent  Capital 
Kizfaar  :  Of  the  Inhabitants ,  their  Religi¬ 
on ,  Cujloms,  and  prefent  Government,  &c. 

CIRCASSIA,  according  to  the  accounts  I 
have  got,  is,  that  the  country  lying  be¬ 
tween  Afoph,  the  Palus  Moeotis  on  the  weft, 
the  high  hills  of  Caucafus  inhabited  by  the 
Georgians  and  Dageftam  Tartars  on  the 
fouth,  the  Cafpian  fea  on  the  eaft,  and  the 
delarts  of  Aftrachan  through  which  we  juft 
now  palled,  on  the  fouth,  coniine  it.  The 
weftern  half  of  this  country  is  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  Turks,  the  eaftern  half  under 
the  protection  of  the  Ruffians,  and  a  part  of 
the  fouth  eaft  is  claimed  by  the  Perlians. 

Various  authors  have  given  very  different 
accounts  of  the  foil  of  this  country.  One 
writes  that  it  is  very  rich,  another  that  it  is 
extremely  poor  :  Thefe  writers  are  both  mis¬ 
taken,  fome  parts  of  this  country  will  yield 
to  none  that  I  know  for  richnels  of  foil,  and 
other  parts,  as  has  already  partly  been  taken 
notiee  of,  on  the  borders  of  Aftrachan  de¬ 
farts,  do  not  produce  grafs,  and  it  is  not 
impoffible  that  fuch  poor  land  may  be  found 
in  the  very  middle  of  this  country  :  But  I 
am  of  opinion,  that  if  the  worft  of  it  was 

irn- 
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improved,  as  we  do  oars  in  Great  Britain* 
it  would  turn  out  to  account,  but  no  huf- 
bandry  is  ufed  here :  The  natives  have  land 
enough,  and  only  make  ufe  of  that  which 
produceth  plentifully,  if  the  furface  of  the 
earth  be  but  turned  up. 

The  Ruffians  have  built  a  city  called  Kiz* 
laar  about  fixty  verfls  weft  from  the  Cafpian 
fea,  and  when  I  was  there,  were  fin  idling  a 
ftrong  citadel  of  earth,  in  which  a  garrifon 
of  500  regular  troops  are  kept,  and  a- 
bout  two  or  three  thoufand  Coflacks.  The 
Ruffians  have  alfo  given  liberty  to  the  Cof- 
facks  to  build  towns  on  the  banks  of  the  ri¬ 
ver  Terek  ;  this  river  runs  from  weft  to  eaft 
through  a  rich  country,  more  than  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  vcrfts  long  by  the  city  Kiz- 
laar,  it  produceth  many  fifli,  particularly 
great  quantities  of  excellent  falmon  ;  and 
near  its  mouth,  where  it  lofes  itfelf  in  the 
Cafpian,  there  is  plenty  of  fturgeon. 
The  city  Kizlaar  is  in  latitude  forty  four  de¬ 
grees,  and  confequently  the  climate  cannot 
be  very  bad  ;  becaufe  it  is  well  watered  with 
rivers,  is  a  plain  level  country,  and  the  city 
is  built  almoft  in  the  middle  of  what  proper¬ 
ly  belongs  to  the  Ruffians. 

The  Circaffians  are  a  comely,  beautiful, 
well  made  people,  both  men  and  women  ; 
they  are  generally  of  a  large  fize,  and  are 
very  good  foldiers  ;  their  arms  are  bows,  ar¬ 
rows  and  fcymitars,  but  they  (hoot  well  with 
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4  tingle  ball  out  of  rifled  pieces  ;  their  prim 
4?ipal  people  are  only  in  pofleffionoffire  arms, 
Thofe  o rider  the  Ruffian  protection  arc  go¬ 
verned  by  their  own  princes,  the  chief  of 
whom  is  called  Bekovitch.  Pc  is  A  major 
general  of  irregulars  in  the  Ruffian  army  ; 
Bat  he  never  Wft3  ordered  to  leave  Circaflia, 
where  k  is  thought  he  can  be  of  the  greateft 
fervicse  to  the  empire.  There  are  other  Cir¬ 
cadian  princes  under  the  Ruffian  govern¬ 
ment,  quite  Independent  of  one  another  ; 
But  none  fa  much  honoured  as  he  is.  Tho* 
the  Circaffians  honour*  their  princes  much, 
yet  they  cannot  abfolutely  command  them  to 
any  piece  of  ferviee,  itnlofs  they  are  fo  in¬ 
clined  tbemfelvesj  wherefore  it  is  always  ne- 
eeffary  to  get  a  majority  on  their  fide,  and 
the  prince  is  obliged  to  divide  all  the  fpoils, 
every  one  irt  the  expedition  having  a  right  to 
a  fhare,  and  if  the  prince  at  any  time,  gets 
prefents  from  the  Emprefs,  which  they  do 
frequently,  every  one  of  his  fubjefts  ex¬ 
pects  either  a  part ;  if  divifabk,  or  fome- 
thing  equivalent  if  otberways.  They  under 
Ruffia,  are  fo  for  fubjeft  to  the  Ruffians  that 
they  fwear  to  be  fqbjeri:  to  the  general  laws 
for  the  good  of  Ruffia  and  themfelves  :  But; 
the  Ruffians  never  offer  to  encroach  on 
their  religious  affairs. 

They  profefs  the  Mahometan  religion,  and 
have,  like  the  Turks, a  plurality  of  wives  and 
as  many  concubines  as  they  pleafe.  I  was 

told 
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told  that  they  have  one  very  lingular  cuf- 
ttim,  which  is,  when  the  Khan's  principal 
lady  is  in  labour,  the  firft  Circadian  man 
who  gets  notice  of  it,  placeth  himfelf  at  the 
door  of  the  haram,-  or  houfe  where  the  wo¬ 
men  afe  kept :  For  like  the  Turks  in  every 
thing,  in  this  alfo,  they  have  houfes,  though 
contiguous  to,  yet  feparated  from  the  prin¬ 
cipal  houfe,  for  their  women,  where  no  man 
enters^  except  the  hufband  :  When  he  has 
once  taken  his  Nation,  no  other  Circadian 
dates  to  deprive  him  of  it:  When  the  woman 
is  delivered,  fome  old  fervant  woman  is  fent 
to  that  gate  to  declare  to  the  Circaflians  that 
the  Khan’s  wife  is  delivered  either  of  a  ion 
or  daughter,  or  both;  if  a  fen,  the  child  be¬ 
ing  richly  drefled,  is  brought  to  the  gate 
and  delivered  to  the  Circadian,  whofe  right 
it  i9  by  their  law,  he  carries  the  infant  to  his 
houfe,  provides  a  nurfe  for  him,  and  edu¬ 
cates  him  as  his  ovVn  child,  until  he  acquires 
the  age  of  nine  or  ten  years,  then  he  is  re-' 
ftored  to  hi9  parents,  at  which  time,  they 
have  great  rejoycings.  The  reafon  they 
a<T  in  this  manner,  is,  that  the  child  may  be 
brought  tip  hardily,  and  become  a  bugga- 
teer  or  hepo ;  which  qualification  is  very 
necefTary  among  them,  and  without  which 
he  will  be  very  little  efteemcd. 

By  what  I  liave  wrote,  you  fee  that  they 
pay  great  regard  to  their  chiefs,  and  honour 
ancient  houfes  much.  A  noble  family  will 
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not  let  their  daughters  go  to  the  common 
people,  or  thofe  under  the  rank  of  their 
own  family.  I  never  heard  that  they  have 
any  other  ceremony  of  marriage  than  a  ijra- 
ple  contra#  between  the  parents  or  the  chil¬ 
drens  tutors,  and  then  the  young  pair  are 
permitted  to  vifit  and  lee  one  another  in  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  parents  :  If,  after  the  bride¬ 
groom  has  made  two  or  three  vifits,  they  are 
fatisfied  with  one  another,  the  affair  is  con¬ 
cluded,  and  Ihe  is  carried  home  to  his  houfe 
in  a  clofe  painted  waggon  in  company  of 
her  women  who  are  to  live  with  her. 

A  very  extraordinary  affair  happened  at 
Kizlaar  between  Bekovitch  and  his  eldeft  fon 
before  our  arrival.  Bekovitch  was  the  fbn 
of  the  unfortunate  Brigadeer  Bekovitch,  who 
in  Peter  the  Great’s  time,  was  murdered  by 
the  Buchareans  on  the  eafl  fide  of  the  Cafpi- 
an.  Young  Bekovitch  was  a  youth  of  a 
very  (mall  fize,  though  his  father  was  a  re¬ 
markably  well  made  big  man.  He  got  no¬ 
tice  of  a  young  princefs  of  exquifite  beau¬ 
ty,  and  fprung  from  a  refpeftable  ancient 
family ;  thither  he  went  and  declared  that  he 
intended  to  marry  that  lady,  if  her  beauty 
was  anfwerable  to  the  reports  given  of  her. 
The  young  Bekovitch  not  compleatly  twenty 
five  years  of  age,  had  all  qualifications  fit  to 
intitle  him  to  demand  a  daughter  from  any 
houfe  in  Circaflia.  He  was  acknowledged 
by  all  the  Circaflians  to  be  a  defcendant  of 
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one  of  their  illuftrious  families;  and  he  had  al¬ 
ready  given  many  unexceptionable  proofs  of 
his  bravery,  both  in  regard  to  the  Orcadians, 
Kalmucks,  and  others,  who  very  much 
dreaded  offending  him.  He  therefore  had 
no  great  difficulty  to  perfuade  the  parents 
to  indulge  him  with  an  interview  with  this 
young  lady  :  Upon  whom  he  no  fooner  had 
caft  his  eyes,  than  he  was  immediately  re¬ 
duced  to  the  mod  irredeemable  flavery.  He 
declared  his  padion,  and  agreed  to  every 
thing  the  parents  thought  proper  to  demand. 
In  Circadia  no  other  dowry  is  given  with 
their  daughters  than  a  few  fuits  of  rich 
cloaths,  ornamented  with  jewels,  and  a  few 
women :  But  the  bridegroom  is  obliged  to 
produce  on  the  wedding-day  fuch  number  of 
horfes,  dromedaries,  cows,  <&c.  as  was  a- 
greed  upon  :  If  they  have  no  fuch  number 
of  their  own,  they  make  incurfions  upon 
their  neighbours  and  carry  off  as  many  as 
they  ftand  in  need  of,  or  lofe  their  lives  in 
the  attempt.  In  all  Circadia,  therefore,  none 
was  fo  proper  as  the  young  Bekovitch  to 
make  an  agreement  of  that  kind :  He  did  not 
much  care  what  number  they  demanded, 
nothing  feemed  for  him  too  hard,  to  become 
pofleded  of  this  confummate  beauty  ;  he  a- 
greed  to  every  thing,  and  nothing  now  was 
wanting  but  his  father’s  confent?  to  whom 
he  forthwith  repaired  and  implored  it.  Old 
Bekovitch  whom  I  knew  very  well,  laid  that 
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Jie  could  have  no  objection  to  the  family  (he 
was  defcended  from  ;  but  that  it  would  be 
neceflary  for  him  to  pay  a  vifit,  and  make  a 
final  agreement.  The  fon  Urged,  and  the 
father,  prompted  by  the  relation  and  Pollici¬ 
tation  of  his  fon,  made  all  hade  to  put  a 
conclufion  to  this  affair.  He  finifiied  It  in¬ 
deed  looner  than  was  expelled,  but  not  a- 
greeable  to  his  Ion  ;  for  he  married  the 
young  lady  himfolf,  and  clandeftinely 
brought  her  to  his  own  haratti :  When  young 
Bekovitch  was  properly  made  acquainted 
with  his  father's  villainous  tranfa&ion, 
in  the  firft  fally  of  paffion  he  fwore  by 
Mahomet’s  head,  that  he  would  put  his  fa¬ 
ther  to  death,  for  fiich  unparalleled  treache¬ 
ry,  the  very  firft.  opportunity  he  (hould 
have.  After  this,  old  Bekovitch  durft  not 
ftir  out  of  Kizlaar,  without  being  well- 
guarded,  nor  durft  the  young  prince  enter 
the  city  for  fear  of  being  made  a  prifoner  by 
the  Ruffians  for  his  father’s  fecUrity  :  Be- 
caufe  no  Turk  will  break  fuch  an  oath  as 
what  is  made  by  Mahomet's  head.  In  this 
ftate,  things  were  between  father  and  fon 
when  we  were  in  Kizlaar.  The  qld  prince 
was  every  day  at  the  ambaftador's  :  He  was 
a  great  lover  of  cards,  and  our  gentlemen 
exercifed  his  talents  and  purfe  to  fome  pur- 
pofe  :  He  was  a  relation  of  Prince  Golit- 
zin’s,  his  mother  being  a  lady  out  of  that  il- 
Juftrious  family.  The  ambaflador  found  it 
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altogether  impoffible  to  brirtg  about  a  recon¬ 
ciliation,  the  oath  was  not  to  be  negle&ed. 
The  Ion  was  much  more  honoured  by  the 
Orcadians  than  the  father. 

About  the  end  of  October  this  year,  a 
body  of  Tartars  made  art  inroad  into  Ruffi¬ 
an  Circaffia,  and  carried  off  a  great  number 
of  all  kinds  of  cattle.  They  were  fo  hardy  as 
to  drive  cattle  from  within  five  verfts  of  the 
city.  Next  day,  the  dragoons  and  Coflacks 
were  fent  Out  ih  queft  of  them  ;  but,  after  a 
purfuit  of  five  or  fix  days,  returned,  quite 
fatigued,  unfuccefsful.  This  could  not  fail 
to  be  extremely  diftreffing  both  to  the  Cof- 
facks  and  Circaffians,  who  had  fiiftaincd  this 
lofs.  At  laft  it  was  reported  to  young  Beko- 
vitch,  who  lived  incamped  with  a  few  brave 
trufty  followers  ih  the  defart.  He  no  foon- 
er  Was  informed  of  it,  than  he  feht  a  mef- 
fenger  to  Prince  Golitzin  for  orders  to  be 
lent  with  his  own  men  only,  to  endeavour 
to  recover  the  loft  cattle.  The  prince  fent 
him  the  neceflary  orders,  YoUhg  Bekofitch 
took  his  meafures  fo  well,  that,  tinperceiV- 
ed,  he  pafled  through  TurkifhCircaflia,  and 
found  the  cattle  in  Kuban  Tart  ary,  a  little 
farther  weft  than  Afoph.  He  deftroyed  many 
of  the  Kuban  habitations,  put  all  the  thieves 
who  happened  to  fall  in  his  Way  to  the  fword, 
and  returned  with  three  times  the  number  of 
cattle  loft,  to  the  Ruffian  Citcaflians.  When 
he  w^s  withiq  feven  verfts  of  Kizlaar,  he 
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font  a  report  of  this  a&ion,  and  defirecl 
that  whoever  had  loft  their  cattle  ftiould 
come  there  and  receive  them  ;  what  number 
remained,  was  his  own  property.  The  good 
old  Prince  Golitzin  was  (o  well  pleafed  with 
this  heroic  altion,  that  he  wrote  a  very  pref- 
fing  letter  to  the  young  hero,  begging  that 
he  would  pay  him  a  vifit,  afluring  him  that 
his  perfon  ftiould  be  in  all  lafety,  and  that 
he  ftiould  have  liberty  to  return  whenever  he 
pleafed  :  At  the  fame  time,  he  lent  notice 
to  his  father  to  keep  within  his  own  houle, 
and  fent  a  fufficient  guard  to  proteft  him 
from  any  attempts  of  his  fon.  The  young 
bater  arrived,  attended  by  twenty  horfemen 
well  mounted  and  compleatly  armed,  every 
one  of  them  having  under  their  garment  a 
coat  of  mail,  which  is  nothing  elfe  than  a 
coat  of  fteel  rings,  which  inclofeth  their 
body  and  reacheth  down  to  the  half  of  the 
thigh  ;  it  has  two  arms  reaching  to  the  el¬ 
bows,  and  it  has  a  piece  for  covering  the 
head,  fomething  like  the  capuchines  hood. 
He  lighted  from  his  horfe,  and  with  four  of 
his  followers  came  ftraight  to  the  good  prince, 
who  could  not  help  (bedding  tears  of  joy  to 
fee  his  brave  kinfman.  After  mutual  com¬ 
pliments  were  over,  the  prince  hinted  at  a 
reconciliation  with  his  father,  but  ftopped 
very  foon,  as  the  hero  could  not  hear  it, 
and  his  paftions  had  almoft  tran (ported  him. 
The  prince  foon  made  him  lenfible  that  be 

intended 


Digitized  by  LjOoq  le 


intended  him  no  harm,  and  therefore  beg¬ 
ged  he  would  drop  the  affair ;  declaring  that 
he  never  would  concern  himfelf  more  about 
it :  But  that  he  would  give  an  account  to  the 
Emprcfs  of  this  gallant  action  he  had  juft 
now.  performed,  and  of  his  great  vigilance 
at  all  times  to  proteft  Circaflia ;  and  that  he 
would  beg  of  her  Majefly  that  (he  would 
be  pleafed  to  appoint  him  a  place  of  fecu- 
rity,  where  he  could  live  with  his  brave  fol¬ 
lowers,  without  any  fear  of  being  maltreated 
either  by  the  Ruffian  commanders  or  others* 
The  young  hero  returned  hearty  thanks  for 
the  prince’s  good  inclinations  to  him,  and 
laid  that  he  did  not  doubt  of  the  fuccefs  of 
his  reprefentations,  adding  that  he  had  been 
follicited  by  the  Turkifh  Circaffians  to  live 
amongft  them,  but  that  as  yet  he  had  lent 
a  deaf  ear  to  their  follicitations,  faying  that 
he  heartily  loved  his  own  people,  and  could 
not  think  ever  to  be  an  enemy  to  them. 
He  raid  that  he  was  made  well  acquainted 
with  the  ways  his  father  had  taken  to  pre- 
poflefs  the  court  of  St  Peterfburgh  with  a 
notion  of  his  undutifulnefs,  and  want  of 
refpedt  to  the  Ruffian  government ;  but  faid 
he,  all  thefe  his  remonftrances  are  equally 
falfe  as  he  is  bafe.  He  was  well  informed 
that  traps  and  fnares  had  been  laid  by  his  fa¬ 
ther  and  the  commandant,  who,  he  faid, 
was  void  of  all  honour,  to  get  him  appre¬ 
hended:  But  he  added  they  might  glory, 
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and  might  fee ure  dead  Bekovitcb ;  but  he 
fhouid  hold  them  at  defiance  to  take  him  li¬ 
ving.  The  prince  begged  that  he  would  par¬ 
take  of  dinner,  which  the  other  declined 
to  do.  As  he  had  formerly  been  my 
patient 'ill  A ftrachan,  he  fpoke  to  me,  and 
when  he  had  taken  a  fingle  glafs  of  arrack 
or  corn  brandy,  touched  hie  Cap  with  his 
hand,  as  a  compliment  to  the  prince,  retired, 
mounted,  and  rode  off  at  full  fpeed  amidft 
the  acclamations  and  praifes  of  thoufands  of 
the  citizens  for  the  very  Angular  fervice  he 
had  juft  done  them.  The  prince  recom¬ 
mended  him  fo  effectually  at  court,  that  he 
had  prefents  fent  him  from  the  Emprefs  ; 
was  received  into  her  Majefty's  favour,  and 
had  tier  protection  granted  in  the  moft  ample 
manner;  but  was  forbidden  to  come  within 
four  pr  five  verfts  of  Kizlaar,  or  any  other 
-place  where  his  father  fhouid  refide. 

•  One  evening  as  Major  Berezin  and  I  were 
returning  from  hunting,  palling  by  Prince 
Bekovitch’s  haram,  we  faw  his  daughter,  a 
lady  of  about  fixteen  years  of  age,  walking 
in  a  garden.  She  faw  not  us,  which  gave 
us  an  opportunity  of  feeing  one  of  the  beau- 
tifulleft  of  the  whole  creation :  The  garden 
was  palifadoed  with  (mail,  but  long  fir-flakes 
clofely  fet  together  5  however,  we  got  a  long 
view  of  this  perfection  of  beauty,  without 
her  knowledge.  In  the  evening  we  told  the 
amfTaijr,  who,  though  old,  admired  beau- 
>  ties. 
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tics,  and  as  (he  was  a  relation  of  the  Golit- 
zins,  obtained  liberty  from  her  father  to  pay 
her  a  vifit;  none  were  prefen  t  but  the  Ma¬ 
jor  and  me:  She  was  very  richly  drefled;  at 
this  interview  (he  prelented  a  glafs  of  arrack 
to  the  prince,  and  after  a  (hort  time  retired. 
This  young  lady  might  have  had  her  equals; 
but  it  was  the  opinion  of  us  all  that  none 
could  (urpafs  her  in  beauty. 

The  Circadian s  wear  toga  or  long  gowns : 
Their  hair  is  cut  (hort,  fo  that  at  a  diftance, 
when  uncovered,  one  would  be  apt  to  think 
that  they  wore  fmall  caps ;  they  are  all  (haved, 
except  their  whilkers.  When  they  are  mount¬ 
ed  on  horfeback,  they  have  a  fabre  fixed  to 
the  faddle  under  their  left  thigh,  and  ano¬ 
ther  hanging  at  their  left  fide.  This  they  do, 
left  one  (hould  happen  to  be  broken  in  an 


engagement. 


CHAP.  xxir. 


A  continuation  of  what  happened  at  Kizlaar,&c. 

BEFORE  I  proceed  to  take  notice  of  what 
happened  whilft  we  fojourned  here,  I 
imagine  a  (hort  defcription  of  this  city  may* 
not  be  difagreeable  to  the  reader.  Kizlaar, 
as  was  (aid,  is  fituated  on  the  northern  banks 
of  the  river  Terek;  it  is  a  new  city,  and  con- 
fequently  not  compleated;  it  may  contain 
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fix  or  (even  thoufand  inhabitants,  befides  the 
garrifon,  and  other  people  belonging  to  the 
army,  confiding  of  Ruffians,  Coflacks,  and 
the  natives  of  the  country  :  The  ftreets  are 
not  paved,  and  eonfequently  very  deep  and 
dirty ;  the  houfes  mean,  and  very  ill  built  of 
timber  :  In  fhort,  it  is  a  poor  dirty  city,  the 
ftreets  are  fo  very  deep  in  rainy  weather,  that 
horfes  have  ftuck  laft  in  the  mud  :  There  are 
only  two  fliopkeepers  here.  Lately  was  built 
upon  the  north-weft  end  of  the  town,  a  for¬ 
tification  or  citadel  of  earth,  in  form  of  a 
pentagon,  fiirrounded  with  a  very  deep  and 
broad  ditch,  palifadoed  round  about;  and  to 
the  weft  of  that  are  cafarms  for  the  garrifon, 
which  confifts  of  five  hundred  men  from  the 
garrifon  of  Aftrachan;  befides  which,  com¬ 
monly  three  or  four  regiments  of  regular 
troops  are  cantoned  here ;  and  three,  four, 
or  five  thoufand  Coflacks,  not  inhabitants  of 
the  country,  and  fome  Circaflians,  command¬ 
ed  by  their  own  chief  Bekovitch. 

The  Ruffians  formerly  built  a  fortification 
near  the  lea,  which  they  called  Sulack ;  but, 
it  being  veiy  unhealthy,  they  deferted  it, 
and  caufed  the  inhabitants  retire  to  this  place. 
There  are  eight  or  nine  Coflack  villages  very 
neat,  fituated  weft  from  Kizlaar,  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Terek.  Thefe  Coflacks  are  cal¬ 
led  Grebinfki  Coflachi:  They  inhabit  a  veiy 
rich  country,  abounding  with  every  thing 
which  nature  can  produce.  Kizlaar  is  di- 
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ftant  from  the  northernmoft  part  of  Cauca- 
fus,  as  1  was  informed,  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  verfts.  Our  engineer,  at  fun- 
fet,  when  we  could  have  a  view  of  thefe  hills 
in  a  clear  atmofphere,  found,  with  his  theo¬ 
dolite, that  they  were  elevated  at  that  diflance 
above  the  level  of  Kizlaar  two  degrees  and 
one  half.  The  people  in  Kizlaar  carry  on  a 
good  trade  with  the  Perfians  for  a  root  which 
grows  naturally  here,  fit  for  dying  a  beauti¬ 
ful  red  colour ;  being  the  winter  feafon  I  faw 
none  of  it,  but  imagined  that  it  was  rubia 
tinSorum :  Very  many  reeds  grow  here  ;  the 
fined  capers  in  the  world,  and  a  great  variety 
of  very  ufeful  herbs:  Vines  grow  wild  in  the 
woods ;  the  grapes  are  fmall,but  they  produce 
good  wine,  and  if  they  were  cultivated, would 
be  of  great  advantage  to  the  proprietor. 

They  have  a  lingular  way  of  catching  game 
here,  fuch  as  wild  fwine,  of  which  there  are 
very  large  docks,  wolves,  and  foxes  :  They 
dig  holes  nine  feet  deep,  narrow  at  the  top, 
and  broad  at  the  bottom  ;  in  the  middle  of 
which  they  drive  a  flake,  which  proje&s  three 
or  four  feet  above  the  furface  of  the  earth  ; 
upon  the  upper  end  of  this  flake  is  fixed  a 
cart-wheel  moveable  j  upon  this  wheel,  in  the 
evening,  they  make  fad  a  pig,  duck,  or  hen, 

•  and  cover  over  the  mouth  of  the  pit  with 
branches  of  trees,  upon  which  they  fcatter 
cut  grafs,  or  fuch  like  duff :  When  any  of 
thefe  creatures  pafTtng  by,  hear  the  prifonen, 

they 
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they  run  towards  the  hole-mouth,  where  they 
fell  in ;  nor  can  they  get  out.  One  day  my 
pointer  fell  into  one  of  thefe  covered  holes, 
from  which,  with  difficulty,  I  got  relieved. 

They  ride  out  in  great  numbers  when  they 
intend  to  hunt  the  hare;  I  once  went  with 
them  when  we  were  thirty-eight  horfemen, 
of  which  number  eight  men  went  with  many 
hounds  before  the  reft,  who  formed  a  great 
circle,  making  much  noile,  fo  that  no  hares 
could  ly;  and  in  this  manner  they  would 
ride  through  twenty  or  thirty  verfts ;  and  ha¬ 
ving  very  many  hounds,  it  might  be  thought 
almoft  impoilible  that  a  hare  could  efcape 
them, yet  I  faw  Tome  make  their  efcape.  This 
country  produceth  as  great  variety  of  game 
as  Aftrachan,  but  a  far  greater  number  of 
pheafants,  of  which  I  killed  many. 

I  was  told,  that  at  the  diftance  of  about 
eighty  verfts  weft,  there  was  a  very  remark¬ 
able  well  of  hot  water,  and  lome  others.  I 
begged,  and  obtained  leave  of  the  prince 
to  vifit  thefe  natural  curiofities,  elpecially  as 
it  was  faid,  that  Peter  the  Great  built  an  ho- 
fpital  there  for  the  cure  of  fcorbutic  patients. 
In  my  way  to  the  wells  I  palled  through  the 
following  towns  and  villages,  in  the  fame 
order  as  I  have  wrote  them,  beginning  at 
Kizlaar,  from  eaft  to  the  weft  Barazdinfka- 
ja,  Dubofskaja,  Kargalinlkaja,  Kurdjukoff, 
Staro  Gladkoi,  Nova  Gladkoi,  Sedrin,  Tftier- 
flonoi,  Bragcrtlkoi;  the  laft  of  thefe  villages 
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is  not  under  the  Ruffian  protection.  The 
Ruffian  villages  are  all  fituated  on  the  north- 
tide  of’  the  Terek  river,  but  Bragutlkoi  is  on 
the  fouth-fide.  The  inhabitants  of  thefe 
villages  are  chiefly  Coflacks,  and  are  reckon¬ 
ed  more  warlike  than  the  Dons  Coflacks, 
though  I  faw  little  appearance  of  it ;  but  they 
flioot  a  tingle  bullet  with  great  exaftnefs,  and 
will  kill  a  wild  boar,  or  any  other  creature, 
at  a  very  great  difiance :  They  told  me,  that 
their  courage  is  much  kept  under  by  great 
oppreflion  from  the  commandant  of  Kizlaar, 
their  governor,  who  did  not  bear  a  good 
name.  I  defired  this  commandant  for  a  pafs- 
port,  which  he  not  only  granted,  but  did 
not  ordain  roe  to  pay  any  money  for  the 
trouble.  1  defired  to  know  from  the  Coflacks, 
What  was  the  reafon  that  they  were  obliged 
to  find  horfes  tor  paflengers  (though  in  her 
Majefiy’s  lervice)  without  payment,  as  they 
do  through  all  Ruffia?  They  anfwered,  That 
that  was  but  a  trifle  to  what  they  were  other- 
ways  burdened  with ;  that  no  officer  paid  for 
horfes;  and  added,  that  they  were  the  moft 
in  iter  able  {laves  belonging  to  the  Ruffian  em¬ 
pire  ;  becaufe  they  were  impotent,  poor,  and 
at  too  great  a  difiance  from  court,  and  had 
none  to  reprefent  their  grievances.  Our  dra¬ 
goons,  and  their  horfes,  were  cantoned  in 
thefe  villages.  I  perfuaded  three  of  the  offi¬ 
cers,  with  a  few  of  their  men,  to  go  with  me 
to  the  wells,  as  they  had  been  there  formerly, 

and 
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and  as  the  wells  were  not  in  the  Ruffian  do¬ 
minions.  The  laft  mentioned,  village  is  li- 
tuated  on  the  banks  of  the  Terek,  where  there 
were  no  other  boats  but  canoes, by  which  we 
reached  the  other  (ide,  and  pafted  the  inde¬ 
pendent  Circadian  village  called  Bragutikoi, 
two  miles  fouth  from  the  river,  and  fix  miles 
to  the  wells,  to  which  we  foon  arrived  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  hill,  where  we  left  my  wag¬ 
gon  and  horfes,  and  walked  up  the.  hill  on 
foot  about  forty  fathoms  perpendicular  height. 
This  well  vomited  up  boiling  hot  water, which 
fmelled  ftrongly  of  naphtha,  into  a  bafon  a- 
bout  twelve  feet  in  diameter,  and  three 
feet  deep,  near  which  on  the  weft  fide 
were  feven  fmaller  fprings  of  the  fame 
kind  of  water;,  and  on  the  eaft  fide,  a- 
bout  fix  feet  diftance  from  the  large  ba- 
foh,  was  an  inconfiderable  fpring  of  water 
extremely  four,  in  fo  much  that  it  was  veiy 
troublefome  to  keep  it  a  {hort  time  in  my 
mouth.  Being  afraid  of  the  wild  Tartars  we 
could  make  no  experiments.  Here  were 
four  or  five  fmall  round  holes,  quite  dry ;  a- 
bout  the  fides  of  which  were  fome  beautiful 
white  (alts  like  ftars:  1  put  fome  of  it  in  my 
mouth,  which  inftantly  diftolved,  and  left  a 
very  agreeable  cold  pungent  fenfation  be¬ 
hind  ;  it  appeared  to  lie  a  very  penetrating 
natural  nitre.  I  had  brought  a  hen  with  me 
for  my  dinner:  I  cauled  tie  her,  having  ta-» 
ken  out  the  guts,  to  the  end.  of  a  long  pole, 

and 
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and  plunge  her  into  the  middle  of  the  well. 
When  they  drew  her  out, the  feathers  came  ea- 
lily  off;  they  then  plunged  her  into  the  ba- 
ion  a  fecond  time,  and  in  nine  minutes,  by 
my  watch,  (he  was  boiled  fo  well  that  1  made 
my  dinner  of  her.  Boiling  hot-water,  I  ima* 
gine,  could  not  have  done  it  fo  foon,  and 
therefore  fuppofe  it  was  done  by  the  great 
penetrability  of  the  white  naphtha,  with  which 
this  water  was  faturated,  on  which  account 
the  flefli  of  the  fowl  was  not  agreeable. 

A  declining  plain  was  ftretched  from  the 
well  northward,  about  thirty  paces  long,  and 
half  as  broad.  The  water  runs  in  a  terpentine 
dream  through  the  middle  of  this  plain,  and 
then  was  thrown  over  broken  rocks  at  lead: 
thirty  fathoms  high,  down  amongfl  rocks : 
On  the  bottom  of  the  dream,  and  alfo  on  the 
rocks  where  the  water  touched,  there  grew  a 
fat  fubdance,  putting  out  fibres  as  (mall  as 
the  fined  hair,  exhibiting  all  forts  of  fhiriing 
colours,  very  pleafant  to  look  upon.  This 
dream  was  fo  confiderable,  that,  at  the  di¬ 
dance  of  two  verds,  without  the  help  of  a 
dam,  it  turned  the  wheel  of  a  corn-mill ; 
and  you  could  obferve  it  fmoaking  all  the 
way  to  the  river  Terek,  whofe  dreams  it  join¬ 
ed,  at  the  didance  of  eight  verds  from  its 
fource:  There  were  feveral  holes  made  in 
the  plain,  with  fmall  pafTages  cut  from  the 
principal  dream  to  let  in  water;  in  which, 
when  cold  enough,  valetudinarians  ufed  to 
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bathe.  My  companions  let  in  fome  water  into 
one  of  them  when  we  arrived,  and  we  all 
bathed  in  it:  Here  was  a  conftant  verdure, 
and  the  daify  was  continually  in  flower*  We 
experienced  that  it  was  extremely  cold  in  our 
way  to  this  place ;  but  though  a  hard  froft, 
in  the  latter  end  of  December,  and  a  north 
wind,  yet  the  boiling  hot  ftreams,  arifing 
from  the  well,  and  exhaling  from  the  fall  o- 
ver  the  rocks,  rendered  this  place  lb  very 
warm,  that  I  could  have  lived  there,  at  that 
time  of  the  year,  naked. 

We  went  about  one  mile  weft  on  the  fide 
of  the  fame  hill,  to  fee  feven  black  thick  naph¬ 
tha  wells,  which  were  not  far  dillant  from 
one  another;  they  fpewed  out  of  the  fide  of 
the  hill  great  quantities  of  a  black,  thick,  fat 
naphtha,  very  {linking;  the  country  people 
ufe  it  for  lamps,  and  anointing  their  cart¬ 
wheels.  I  took  up  fix  bottles  of  hot  water, 
in  doing  which  two  were  broken  by  the  heat, 
and  two  of  the  four  water,  in  order  to  make 
experiments  at  my  return, ,  and  returned  by 
the  fame  way  to  Kizlaar. 

I  met  with  nothing  on  my  return  worth 
the  reader’s  notice,  except  that  I  palled  by, 
in  one  place,  fourteen  wolves  altogether, 
following  proud  bitches.  I  would  have  fired 
upon  them,  but  the  Coflacks  laid,  that  it 
might  prove  dangerous,  for  fear  that  the  fi¬ 
ring  might  provoke  them  to  attack  us.  They 
were  all  lying  as  we  palled  by. 
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At  Kizlaar  I  was  furprifed  to  find,  that 
When  I  had  drawn  the  corks  of  the  naphtha 
water,  which  fhlelled  fo  ftfong  at  the  well, 
the  water  was  quite  fweet ;  iior  did  it  differ 
from  other  pure  water.  Into  a  glafs  of  this 
water  I  dropped  01.  Tart,  per  deliq.  it  funk 
in  Handy  to  the  bottom  of  the  glafs,  where  it 
lay  like  globules  of  quick  filver,  without  in¬ 
corporating  with  the  water:  When  they  were 
fhakeri  together,  the  water  Was  turned  to  a 
blueifb  colour,  and  tailed  refinous.  I  drop-, 
ped  into  one  ounce  of  this  water  ten  drops 
of  01.  Sttlph.  per  campon.  This  produced  no 
change  of  colour  in  the  water,  no  commo¬ 
tion  nor  fermentation  ;  neither  could  I  ob- 
ferve  any  fediment.  After  they  had  remained 
mixed  fbme  time,  I  put  into  one  ounce  of 
acid  water  ten  drops  of  01.  Sulpb.  per  campan . 
but  obferved  no  other  change  than  that  it 
turned  the  water  of  a  fair  blue  colour.  I  put 
into  the  fame  quantity  of  four  water  fifteen 
guts  of  Ol.  Tart,  per  deliqi  the  mixture  turn¬ 
ed  thicker  and  cloudy,  after  it  had  flood  fbme 
time,  without  exhibiting  any  other  change.  I 
fhaked  the  mixture ;  this  turned  it  all  thick  ; 
but  after  fhmding,  it  formed  fome  clouds ; 
but  before  thefe  clouds  were  formed,  there 
Was  a  fcum  on  the  top  of  the  water,  and,  in 
the  time  of  three  or  four  minutes, it  let  fall  a 
brown  fediment. 

At  my  return  to  Ktalaar,  orders  were  pu- 
blifhed  to  get  ready  to  march  in  all  hafle, 

S  f  becaufe 
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becaufe  a  courier  brought  word  that  twelve 
thoufand  Perfians  were  waiting  our  arrival 
upon  the  borders,  at  no  great  diftance.  This 
effeftually  put  a  flop  to  any  other  experi¬ 
ment. 


CHAP.  XIX. 

Our  March  to  Derbent ,  &c. 

THE  reader,  I  hope,  will  excufe  my  men¬ 
tioning,  that  I  met  with  in  this  place 
an  old  acquaintance,  Major  de  Villanoff,  a 
French  gentleman,  brother  to  Marquis  de 
Villanoff.  He  was  obliged  to  fly  his  na¬ 
tive  country  on  account  of  a  duel  he  had 
fought,  in  which  he  killed  his  antagonift.  He 
married  in  Ruilia,  and  had  two  very  fine  chil¬ 
dren.  When  we  arrived  in  Kizlaar,  it  was 
generally  believed  that  we  would  be  obliged 
to  flay  there  during  the  winter  feafon, where¬ 
fore  I  bought  up  hay  and  oats  for  fix  horfcs; 
but  getting  fo  fuddeu  orders,  I  had  no.  need 
of  them.  To  expofe  them  to  fale  would 
have  been  trifling  ;  I  therefore  made  a  pre- 
fent  of  them  to  my  friend  Villanoff,  whp, 
upon  this  occafion,  told  me,  that,  as  I  defpi- 
fed  any  who  would  put  up  prayers  to  the 
faints  for  my  profperity,  he  would  caufe 
pach  of  his  horfes  put  up  a  candle  before  die 
Virgin  Mary,  becaufe,  faid  he,  they  are  the 
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only  profiters  by  your  leaving  this  place.  I 
never  heard  of  him  after  this. 

Before  I  leave  CiTcaflia,  I  mud  take  notice, 
that  they  are  truly  a  well  formed,  comely 
people.  Their  women  are  univerfally  very 
beautiful,  and  few,  if  any,  are  marked  with 
the  fmall  pox.  They  do  not  inoculate  as 
we  do,  but  they  in  fed;  their  children  in  the 
following  manner,  and  they  fay  without 
danger :  They  fend  a  prefent  (without 
which,  fuperftition  makes  them  believe,  that 
k  would  have  no  effed)  to  the  difeafed  child, 
who,  at  the  height  of  the  difeafe,  permits 
them  to  tie  under  his  arm-pit  a  fmall  bit  of  cot¬ 
ton  fewed  in  a  piece  of  cotton-cloth,  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  which,  to  that  touching  the 
emundories,  is  fixed  a  piece  of  lead.  This 
apparatus  remains  fixed  to  the  aim-pit  of  the 
fick  child,  till  the  pox  begin  to  fall  off  and 
dry,  viz.  three  or  four  days  ;  then  it  is  carri¬ 
ed  in  fome  clofs  veflel  dralght  to  the  child 
who  is  defigned  to  be  infeded,  and  made 
fad  in  the  fame  manner  to  its  arm-pit, where 
it  remains  three  or  four  days,  and  generally 
in  feds  the  patient.  I  never  faw  it  perform¬ 
ed,  but  they  all  agreed  that  this  was  their  me¬ 
thod,  nor  do  they  know  how  long  they  have 
had  it. 

Upon  the  4th  of  January  1747,  we  march¬ 
ed  from  Kizlaar,  the  prince  having  had  the 
feme  honours  paid  him,  which  were  done 
him  at  his  arrival.  We  were  efcorted  by  our 
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own  dragoons  and  three  hundred  Coflacks. 
We  palled  the  river  Terek  op  a  timber  float, 
and  after  that  marched  through  a  marfhy 
ground,  covered  over  with  fnow,  which  the 
wheel-carriages  and  horfes  feet,  with  the  heat 
of  the  day,  rendered  almoft  impaffible.  We 
travelled  fouthward,  thro*  woods  and  reeds, 
about  fifteen  verfts,  and  encamped  on  the 
fouth-eaft  fide  of  the  finall  river  pargine, 
where  the  Ruffians  kept  a  guard  of  foWiers. 

On  thp  5th  we  ftruck  our  tents,  and 
inarched  fouth  twenty-five  verfts  farther,  and 
encamped  on  a  plain  covered  all  oyer  with 
{now,  called  Suchoi  Oxai. 

On  the  6th,  at  four  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  we  marched  from,  thence  fouthwards, 
palled  the  river  Oxai  on  ice,  which  was  only 
four  days  frozen,  and  encamped  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  it.  Having  dined,  we  marched  at 
two  o’clock  afternoon,  fouth  ward,  travelled 
through  a  plain  country,  and  at  leven  o'clock 
at  night  we  arrived,  very  cold,  in  a  large 
Tartarian  or  Circafliari  village,  called  Andre- 
ofske  Derevna,  confifting  of  between  three 
and  four  hundred  houles.  The  prince  of  this 
village  is  called  Alifh,  and  is  under  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  Ruffia.  He  came,  fopr  verfts  out  of 
his  capital  to  pay  his  refpe&s  to  the  prince, 
and  convoyed  him  to  his  own  houfe.  We 
entered  into  a  great  hall,  where  was  a  good 
fire  of  wood.  Alilh  was  drunk,  and  when 
the  prince  demanded  to  know  the  caufe  of 
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it,  he  laid,  that  he  wag  informed  that  morn¬ 
ing,  that  the  prince  would  honour  his  houfe 
with  Us  prefence  ;  that  he  was  fo  glad  of  this 
intended  honour,  that  he  caroufed  with  ibme 
of  his  chiefs  through  the  whole  day.  He 
laid  that  no  angel  would  have  been  wekom- 
er,  and  begged  that  he  would  be  a  friend  to 
him.  His  cap  being  in  his  hand,  and  his 
head  being  dofe  fhaved,  difcovered  the  fears 
of  a  great  many  wounds  which  he  had  recei¬ 
ved.  The  prince  enquired.  How  he  came  by 
thefc  marks  ?  He  anfwered,  that  when  he 
was  younger,  he  was  extremely  hand  of  di¬ 
ver  fion  ;  he  faid,  that  he  had  fome  reafon  to 
think  that  he  wag  one  of  the  mod  complete 
haters  in  all  Circaffia  ;  he  faid,  that  he  met 
with  much  opposition,  but  generally  gained 
his  point :  He  had  one  of  the  beft  breed  of 
horfes  in  the  whole  country,  produced  from 
thole  be  had  ftolen  from  the  borders  of  Tur¬ 
key  and  Georgia ;  that,  although  he  now  is 
old,  he  loves  the  gamp  j  and  that  his  young 
men  are  frequently  bringing  in  forae  ;  but  he 
complained  loudly  of  the  Perfians  who  came 
for  us  ;  he  faid,  that  they  had  already  cut  off 
(he  heads  of  three  or  four  of  his  men  ;  and 
that  they  had  fix,  which,  he  heard,  would  all 
meet  with  the  fame  fate,  if  his  excellency 
did  not  prevent  it.  Upon  this  the  prince 
lent  off  a  meflenger  to  require  the  prifoners, 
and  demand  the  reafon  why  the  fardar  or 
general  of  the  Perfians  affumed  a  privilege 
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of  putting  to  death  any  fubjeft  belonging  to 
the  Ruffian  empire ;  protefting,  that  if  he 
heard  of  any  fueh  barbarity  after  this,  he 
would  not  perhaps  proceed  on  his  intended 
embafly,  and  that  if  he  did,  he  would  not  fail 
to  reprefent  the  fardar’s  inhumanity  and  pre- 
fumption  to  the  Shach.  Next  morning,  the 
prifoners  were  returned  alive,  and  an  officer  of 
diftin&ion  fent  to  beg  that  the  prince  would 
forgive  what  he  had  unknowingly  been  ob¬ 
liged  to  do ;  becaufe  all  thieves,  which  he 
feized,  faid  they  were  Ruffian  fubje&s,  fome 
of  whom,  he  was  certain,  were  not  under  the 
protection  of  Ruffia.  He  faid,  that  they  had 
already  not  only  carried  off  many  of  his  beft 
horfes,  but  lay  lurking  in  the  woods,  and  kill 
without  mercy,  any  fmall  party  of  men  who 
happen  to  go  but  a  fliort  way  from  his  camp. 
He  concluded  by  fuggefling,  that  there  would 
be  little  fecurity  either  for  his  Perfians  or  Ruf¬ 
fians,  unlefs  the  ambaffador  would  pleafe  car¬ 
ry  die  perfon  of  their  Khan  with  him,  as  fure- 
ty  for  their  good  behaviour.  The  prince  told 
AlUh  what  the  Perfians  juftly  enough  com¬ 
plained  of ;  which  Alifli  faid  might  be  true, 
but  added,  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
put  a  ftop  to  it  altogether  ;  and  added,  that 
he  wifhed  they  might  not  fteal  fomewhat 
from  us  in  the  night-time.  Upon  this  the 
prince  caufed  the  trumpets  to  found  through 
the  town,  and  warn  all  the  inhabitants  to 
keep  within  doors,  declaring,  diat  if  any  of 
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the  centinels  fa w  any  of  them  going  near 
-where  our  horles  or  baggage  were  kept,  they 
would  fire  upon  them,  and  that  if  a  horfe 
was  loft,  a  fevere  punhhment  would  follow ; 
belides,  that  he  would  infill  upon  their  deli¬ 
vering  two  of  their  beft  horfes  for  every  one 
of  ou!?.  Notwithftanding  which,  they  ftole 
a  piftol  from  one  of  our  officers,  although  it 
was  under  the  pillow  upon  which  he  was 
fleeping,  and  feveral  other  fmall  things.  Next 
morning,  the  prince  defired  that  Alifli  would 
convoy  him  over  the  borders  ;  and  in  this 
manner  he  carried  him  even  to  the  walls  of 
Derbent ;  and  Aliftt,  not  knowing  that  he 
was  a  prifoner,  imagined  that  he  was  very 
much  honoured  by  the  notice  the  prince  took 
of  him. 

Next  morning,  being  the  7th  of  January, 
we  marched  down  the  river  about  three 
verfts  to  a  ford,  and  left  this  neft  of  thieves. 
We  palled  this  deep  rapid  river,  called  A- 
grachan.  The  palTage  was  both  tedious  and 
dangerous.  It  is  about  three  hundred  paces 
broad,  and  about  noon,  when  the  fun  Chines 
both  fummer  and  winter,  when  the  weather 
is  warm,  the  river,  as  all  thefe  we  palled  thro* 
in  our  way  to  Derbent  do,  begins  to  fwell, 
and  continues  fwelling  till  after  fun-fet,  by 
the  melting  of  the  fnow  upon  the  high 
country.  We  encamped  on  the  fouth  banks 
of  this  river,  upon  a  fmall  plain .  Here  grows 
a  certain  thorn,  of  which  beautiful  walking 
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ftaves  are  made  ;  when  the  bark  is  taken  off, 
it  is  wonderfully  variegated,  and  refembles  a 
piece  of  marble,  but  it  is  very  heavy  :  From 
this  place,  at  the  diftancfc  of  twenty  verfts, 
{food  the  Ruilian  eaftle  called  Sulack. 

On  the  8th  day,  we  departed  from  this 
place  at  the  dawning  of  the  day,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  fouth  through  a  wood  of  oaks,  and 
vines  creeping  on  them,  whereon  grapes 
grew,  from  which  the  Ruffians  make  very- 
good  wine.  We  travelled  only  eight  or  nine 
verfts,  till  we  arrived  at  the  river  Coftica,  and 
encamped  on  the  northern  banks  of  it  for 
the  night.  This  is  the  river  which  forms  the 
boundary  between  the  Ruffians  and  Perftans. 
The  governor  of  Derbent  was  fent,  with  for¬ 
ty  or  fifty  followers,  all  armed,  to  pay  their 
refpe<fts  to  the  {Mince :  They  convoyed  him 
to  his  tents,  and  had  the  honour  to  drink  a 
difh  of  coffee  in  the  ambafiador’s  prefence. 
Our  dragoons  now  marched  in  rank,  with 
their  broad  fwords  in  their  hands.  We  could 
not  pafs  Coftica  this  evening,  the  water  be¬ 
ing  too  rapid  and  deep. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  we  palled 
Coftica,  where,  had  it  not  been  for  Captain 
Beunhow,  I  had  been  drowned.  The  ftream 
was  fo  rapid,  that  it  carried  down  my  ma¬ 
chine  and  the  two  poor  horfes  that  drew  it ; 
but  the  captain  refcued  me  from  this  danger. 
Having  all  gained  the  other  fide  of  the  ri  ver, 
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die  prince  was  received  very  honourably  by 
all  the  Perfian  chiefs  who  commanded  thefe 
troops,  and  conduced  to  his  own  tents  a- 
bout  two  verfts  diftant,  fouth  from  the  ford, 
nearer  thefe  high  mountains. 

The  road  through  which  we  palled  was 
lined  on  both  fides  with  fevcral  thou- 
fands  of  Perfian  horfe  under  arms  ;  and  when  ^ 
the  prince  drew  near  to  his  tents,  they  con¬ 
tinued,  with  great  exa&nefs,  a  running  fire 
for  a  long  time.  When  he  entered  his  tent, 
a  deputation  was  fent,  with  great  reipeft,  t6 
know  if  his  highnefs  would  bepleafed  to  per¬ 
mit  the  chiefs  of  the  army,  with  their  lardar, 
named  Ami  Bufian  Khan,  at  their  head,  to 
pay  their  compliments  to  him.  He  invited 
them  kindly,  and  gave  orders,  that  at  our 
main  guard;  the  fardar  Ihould  be  received 
with  military  honours  due  to  a  general  in 
chief,  by  mufic,  drums,  and  kettle-drums. 

The  main  guard  was  placed  before  a  long 
rich  tent  as  an  antichamber,  through  which 
the  fardar  was  to  pafs;  between  that  tent  and 
the  one  the  prince  was  in,  was  a  fpace,  where 
forty  men  were  drawn  up  under  arms,  which 
was  covered  on  the  fides  with  painted  fail- 
cloth,  lb  that  none  from  without  could  lee 
the  men  thus  drawn  up,  with  a  very  youth  of  , 
great  ftature,  a  lieutenant  of  dragoon  grena¬ 
diers,  at  their  head.  When  the  Perfian  chiefs 
came  up  where  the  ftandard  of  Rulfia  was, 
the  honours  were  paid  to  them  exactly.  The 
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Perfian  horfes,  not  having  been  trained  up 
ip  this  way,  were  frightened  ;  but  their  ri¬ 
ders  kept  their  feats  lb  well,  that  not  one  of 
them  fell.  The  l’ardar  was  with  his  compa¬ 
ny  convoyed  through  the  firfl  tent  into  the 
before  mentioned  ipace,  where  the  officer 
and  foldiers  paid  him  their  compliments  with 
their  arms :  The  fardar  ft  opt  fhort,  probably 
not  underftanding  luch  European  compli¬ 
ments,  and  poflibly  fui pe&ing  treachery,  but 
he  very  foon  recovered  himfelf,  and,  with¬ 
out  hefitation,  proceeded  into  the  tent  where 
the  prince  was.  He  laid  his  right  hand,  I 
think,  upon  his  heart,  and  gave  a  nod  to 
the  officer  as  he  pafled  by. 

The  ambafTador,  drefled  in  a  fuit  of  rich 
filk  with  gold,  was  fitting  at  the  upper  end 
of  a  very  long  table  (at  which  we  ufed  to 
dine  daily)  in  a  great  chair,  mounted  with 
cut  velvet,  and  richly  let  out  with  gold-lace 
and  fringes,  with  his  hat  upon  his  head. 
The  table  was  covered  with  fuperfine  fcarlet 
Englifh  cloth,  richly  bordered  with  fringes  of 
gold.  When  the  fardar  appeared  at  the  foot 
of  the  table,  he  placed  his  hand  on  his  breaft, 
{looped,  and  gave  a  nod  with  his  head.  The 
other  generals,  on  each  fide  of  him,  did  the 
fame.  Our  fecretary,  who  was  (landing  at  the 
prince’s  right  hand,  by  the  prince’s  diretti- 
on,  defired  the  fardar  to  take  his  chair,  and 
dirett  the  general  officers  who  attended  him 
to  take  theirs,  as  he  thought  proper.  The 
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fardar  advanced  (lowly,  and  took  his 
chair  on  the  prince’s  left  hand,  at  the  di- 
(lance  however  of  three  feet  at  lead  from 
him,  farther  down  the  table,  and  the  o- 
ther  ftill  at  a  farther  diftance.  The  num¬ 
ber  who  attended  at  this  time  was  nine,  a- 
mong  whom  was  a  young  man  who  fat  be¬ 
low  all  the  reft :  He  was  an  Indian  chief,  who 
was  kept  as  an  hoftage  ;  however,  he  com¬ 
manded  about  four  thoufand  of  his  own 
men. 

We  ftood  uncovered,  though  exceflively 
cold,  round  the  perfon  of  our  ambaflador, 
drefled  in  our  fecond  beft  cloaths.  The  pages 
upon  this  occafion,  made  no  unbecoming 
appearance  j  they  were  all  drefled  in  fuper- 
fine  fcarlet,  richly  fet  off  with  gold-lace;  and 
the  prince’s  livery  fervants,  who  brought  cof¬ 
fee,  took  care  of  the  candles,  and  perform¬ 
ed  the  like  fervices,  were  very  l’plendid. 
The  Perfian  chiefs  were  differently  drefled, 
in  brocades,  lilks,  and  cloths  of  gold,  with 
rich  ladies  about  their  middle,  in  which  was 
(luck  a  kingjall  or  durk,  with  a  handle  curi- 
oudy  wrought  with  gold  and  fet  with  precious 
Hones,  as  was  the  (heath  ;  befldes  which,  e- 
very  man  had  his  fabre  ;  their  handles 
were  ornamented  in  the  fame  manner. 
Thele  Perfians  do  not  wear  turbans,  but 
high  caps,  made  either  of  cloth  or  brocade  ; 
they  taper  from  the  head  to  the  top,  ending 
in  four  (harp  corners.  They  furround  that 
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part  of  the  cap  which  immediately  inclofetH 
the  head,  with  very  rich  iaflies  made  of  ftlk. 
and  gold. 

The  tent  where  this  firft  audience  was  gi¬ 
ven,  was  between  thirty  and  forty  feet  long* 
and  proportionably  broad,  lined  on  the  in- 
ftde  throughout  with  rich  Perfian  filks.  The 
Perfian  followers  ruflied  into  the  tent  in  iuch 
numbers,  th  it  they  boi  e  hard  upon  us,  and 
rendered  it  difficult  for  the  ambaflador*s  fer- 
vants  to  go  about  their  bufinefs,  of  which  our 
marftial,  with  a  loud  voice,  ordered  the  Pe¬ 
er  et ary  to  complain  to  the  fardar,  who,  with 
one  word,  foon  freed  us.  of  this  troubleforoe 
company,  nor  was  any  fervant  ever  admit¬ 
ted  after  this,  except  a  very  few  neceflary 
ones.  Compliments  were  profufely  made  to 
the  prince;  he  was  promiied  every  thing, 
and  much  more  than  he  defired;  all  which 
was  extremely  ill  performed,  as  the  fixjucl 
will  fhew. 

Alter  they  had  talked  over  their  prclent 
affairs,  the  prince  asked  them,  If  they 
did  not  chufe  a  difli  of  coffee  ?  To  which 
they  aflented,  with  a  nod.  He  then  deft- 
red  them,  if  they  plealed,  to  fmoke  the  calli- 
an,  The  fardar,  in  the  name  of  die  reft* 
returned  thanks,  faying,  that  it  was  an  ho¬ 
nour  they  little  expected  to  be  indulged  with 
in  his  prefence  ;  and  that  they  fmoked  their 
callian  when  they  drank  coffee  ;  but  never 
durft^  do  that  iu  his  prefence  of  their  fupe- 
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Hors  unlefs  they  were  permitted.  Every 
one  had  his  callian  brought  in  ;  and  indeed 
they  thoroughly  fumigated  this  large  tent. 
Corfee  was  prepared,  both  in  the  Rullian  and, 
Perfian  manner.  The  Perlians  prepare  tjvejr 
coffee  in  this  manner :  They  bum  the  beans, 
as  we  do,  but  reduce  them  to  an  impalpable 
powder  ;  fo  that  when  boiled,  it  is  near  as 
thick  as  hafty  pudding.  They  take  only  one 
cup  at  a  time,  without  fugar;  but  this  they  do 
frequently  through  the  day  ;  and  they  af¬ 
firm,  which  I  believe  true,  that  it  quenches 
third  better  than  any  thing  elfe  ;  raifes  the 
fpirits,  and  does  not  cloy  the  domach.  I 
have  tried  it  ;  and,  though  it  is  not  very  a«r 
greeabje,  thought  it  had  that  effedt  upon  me. 

At  the  end  of  this  vifit  the  fardar  prefled 
the  prince  much,  that  he  would  be  pleated 
to  honour  them,  by  taking  a  collation  in 
King  Solomon’s  tent,  which  Nadir  Shach, 
their  great  King,  had  ordered  them  to  bring 
for  that  pur.pole,  The  prince  returned 
thanks  for  their  intended  kindnefs  j  but  ad¬ 
ded,  that  as  he  reprefented  the  perfon  of 
the  Emprefs,  he  was  determined  to  pay  no, 
vifits  until  he  had  delivered  his  credentials 
into  the  Shach’s  hands  ;  and  therefore,  with¬ 
out  farther  ceremony,  intreated  the  lardar, 
if  he  defigned  to  live  in  friendfhip  with  him, 
to  give  him  no.  more  trouble  about  fuch  af¬ 
fairs.  Thus,  this  tedious  ceremony  end¬ 
ed,  to  aU  our  fatisfadiions.  Soon  after 
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their  departure,  many  prefents  of  different 
Perfian  wines,  fruits,  and  a  variety  of  con¬ 
fections,  were  fent  to  the  ambaftador. 

The  ambaftador  now  gave  directions  how 
to  fet  up  our  tents  continually  after  this. 
He  called  for  the  plan  which  the  marlhal  had 
made  out ;  he  ordered  fome  changes,  viz . 
that  the  two  troops  of  dragoons  (hould  have 
their  tents  placed  oppofite  to  one  another, 
with  the  ftandard  and  main  guard  in  the 
middle  :  That  hjs  gentlemens  tents  (hould 
be  placed  at  a  realonable  diftance,  upon  each 
fide  of  his  (leeping  tent,  made  of  felt,  in 
form  of  a  bee-hi  ve  :  That  Dr  Lerch  and  his 
mate  (hould  be  at  no  great  diftance  from  the 
hofpital  tent.  He  ordered  his  own  tent  to 
be  placed  at  the  end  of  the  dragoons,  exact¬ 
ly  in  the  middle,  with  its  entry  opening  into 
the  area  between  the  dragoons,  as  into  a 
ftreet.  My  tent  of  felt,  in  form  of  a  bee¬ 
hive,  was  behind  his,  that  in  the  night-time 
I  might  be  near  his  perfon.  The  great 
kitchen  tent  was  placed  behind  mine,  and 
the  two  great  baggage  tents,  with  that  in 
which  we  dined,  behind  it,  where  poftible, 
near  fome  inacceflible  place.  The  Coftacks 
and  Tartars  furrounded  us.  The  Perfian 
main  army  lay  between  us  and  the  hills,  but 
detached  numbers  furrounded  us  on  all  (ides; 
and  we  encamped  in  this  order  every  night. 

After  fun-let  the  Perfians  played  their  hor¬ 
rid  mufic,  confiding  of  very  long  trumpets, 
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making  a  noife  to  be  heard  at  a  great  di¬ 
stance,  and  afterwards  fet  their  night  watches, 
by  firing  off  a  few  fmall  cannon.  They  fi¬ 
red  their  cannon  in  die  morning,  and  played 
their  mufic  daily,  but  they  fired  their  muf- 
quets  through' the  whole  night.  The  firft 
night  feveral  Ihot  went  through  our  tents  ; 
a  complaint  of  which  being  made  next  morn¬ 
ing,  a  flop  was  put  to  it.  The  Perlians  were 
hated  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  hills,  who 
in  the  night-time  frequently  made  attacks 
upon  the  Periian  camp,  cutting  all  to  pieces 
■who  happened  to  fall  in  their  way,  and  carry¬ 
ing  off  all  the  horfes  they  could  meet  with. 

Next  day  was  taken  up  by  the  Perfians  in 
packing  up  our  baggage,  fit  for  portage,  on 
the  backs  of  camels.  From  this  place  all  the 
Ruffian  and  Coffack  carts  were  returned 
home.  We  had  no  other  wheel  machines 
than  the  prince’s  coach,  and  two  or  diree 
fleeping  or  travelling  waggons. 

Seven  of  our  Cofiacks  went  out  to  cut 
down  fome  wood  for  firing  in  a  neighbour¬ 
ing  wood.  One  fat  on  horieback,  to  take 
care  that  no  enemy  came  near,  whilft  the 
reft  were  gathering  timber.  This  poor  man 
was  (hot  with  a  fingle  bullet ;  it  entered  in 
at  the  fcrobiculus  cordis ,  and  lodged  in  a  rib, 
which  it  broke  immediately  below  the  under 
angle  of  the  bafe  of  the  fcapula.  He  died  the 
day  following,  in  great  agonies.  He  was  ve¬ 
ry  follicitous  to  have  his  body  buried  in  Cir- 
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caflia,  amongft  his  relations.  This  the  prince 
ordered  to  be  done. 

On  the  lame  day  the  Perfians  feized  fix 
highlanders,  called  Tavel lines,  from  whom 
they  Toon  cut  the  heads.  The  Perfians  lent 
to  the  prince  a  report  of  this  ;  and  begged, 
that  as  they  were  ftraitened  for  provifions, 
and  as  they  were  allured  the  Tavellines  were 
intending  to  give  them  battle,  he  would  con* 
defeend  to  proceed  on  his  journey  next  day; 
telling  him,  that  Nadir  Shach  had  lent  them 
to  be  his  fervants,  and  condudt  his  excellen¬ 
cy  lafe,  whole  arrival  he  daily  wilhed  for, 
drc. 

The  Perfians  having  got  every  thing  in 
readinels,  we  marched  on  the  eleventh,  12 
miles  larther  norch-eaft,  by  the  north  fide  of 
the  high  mountains  of  Caucafus,  called  Pif- 
chancke,  and  pitched  our  tents  on  a  plain 
ground  in  the  evening.  Our  own  horfes 
were  all  led,  and  we  rode  upon  Perfian  hor¬ 
les,  only  the  dragoons  rode  on  their  own 
horfes,  and  we  and  our  horfes  were  furnilli- 
ed  with  every  thing  needful  for  man  and 
beaft,  according  to  the  eallern  way. 

On  the  1 2rh  day  we  marched  from  this  a- 
bout  nine  o’clock  A.  M.  and  travelled  thro’ 
a  tolerable  plain  road,  having  fome  lakes  on 
our  left  hand,  and  the  high  mountains  on 
our  right.  We  only  travelled  about  twenty- 
five  verfts,  as  many  camels  fell  down,  not 
able  to  proceed  through  hunger  and  fatigue ; 
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wherefore  they  either  cut  their  throats,  or  the 
tendons  of  their  hindennoft  legs,  to  ditable 
them  from  going,  that  they  might  not  fall  in¬ 
to  the  hands  of  their  enemies,  and  be  uleful 
to  them.  This  night  we  encamped  on  a 
hollow  ground,  covered  on  all  tides  by  high 
banks,  through  which  run  a  muddy  ftream, 
called  Belajareka. 

About  ten  A.  M.  we  proceeded  on  our 
journey  ;  but  the  roads,  for  eight  or  ten 
verfts,  were  extremely  deep,  being  tough 
clay.  We  palled  by  much  arable  land,  both 
yefterday  and  this  day.  After  this  the  roads 
turned  better  ;  and  we  continued  our  jour¬ 
ney  by  the  north-eaft  tide  of  the  high  moun¬ 
tain  called  Tegu,  feparated  from  all  the  reft 
of  Caucafus  by  a  deep  valley,  and  encamped 
on  the  eaft  fide  of  it,  at  the  diftance  of  about 
three  miles  from  the  Cafpian,  Sea  and  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  on  a  very  pleafant  plain. 

Between  us  and  the  mountain  were  many 
vine  and  other  fruit-gardens,  which  the.Per- 
fians,  in  lefs  than  two  hours,  cut  down  to 
the  ground,  leaving  no  remains  of  timber 
for  fire-wood  to  us.  *  here  was  now  no 
growing  timber  near  us  :  Such  barbarous  be¬ 
haviour  could  not  fail  fenlibly  10  irritate,  to 
the  greateft  degree,  the  pafiions  of  tliele 
brave  highlanders,  to  whom  the  vines  belong¬ 
ed,  who  in  the  night-time  fell  on  their  c  amp, 
and  carried  off  fifteen  men,  and  fome  liorles. 
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Tegu  hill  at  a  diftance,  where  we  could 
have  a  right  view  of  it,  appeared  on  the  top 
like  a  circular  table,  inclining  to  the  eaft.  Its 
top,  we  judged,  may  meal’ure  about  twenty 
Englifli  miles  in  circumference.  It  is  fur- 
rounded  by  very  high  rocks  quite  round, 
many  fathoms  deep,  as  tar  as  we  could  fee, 
which  rendered  it  quite  impregnable,  except 
at  one  place  near  a  large  village,  lituated  at 
the  foot  of  this  rock  far  up  the  hill.  This 
paflage  to  the  top  of  the  mountain  we  dil- 
covered  by  the  help  of  a  good  telefcope. 

The  day  after  we  arrived,  dreading  no 
danger,  I  begged  that  our  major  would  give 
me  an  efcort  of  fix  dragoons,  that  I  might 
take  a  view  of  the  top  of  the  hill.  The  ma¬ 
jor  took  time  to  confider  of  it,  but  privately 
told  the  prince.  Upon  which,  by  the 
prince’s  authority,  orders  were  iflued  out  for¬ 
bidding  any  perfon  belonging  to  the  embaf- 
fy  to  go  above  fixty  paces  from  the  camp. 
This  put  a  flop  to  my  curiofity. 

Here  are  an  infinite  number  of  monu¬ 
ments  of  the  dead,  many  large  burial  places, 
and  the  veftiges  of  many  gardens,  which 
makes  me  believe,  that  this  place  has  former¬ 
ly  been  very  populous.  We  were  told,  that 
it  had  been  the  refidence  of  a  potent  prince; 
but  as  all  thele  people,  time  out  of  mind, 
live  without  any  oeconomy,  by  plunder  and 
rapine,  fo  it  is  no  wonder  that  at  prelent 
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they  are  fo  miferably  reduced.  We  could 
difcover  the  veftiges  of  fome  former  city, 
ftretching  far  up  the  fide  of  the  hill. 

As  we  came  to  the  place  where  we  en«? 
camped,  the  natives  fold  to  fome  of  our  men 
two  great  loaves  of  bread  for  an  ufelels  flint 
flone,  money  not  being  valued  here,  but  by 
the  weight,  purity,  and  value  of  the  metal. 

The  Perfian  chiefs  allured  us,  when  we 
were  on  the  borders,  that  large  ftores  of  pro- 
vifions  were  kept  for  us  here ;  but,  when  we 
arrived,  there  was  no  luch  thing ;  which  was 
the  reafon  that  the  prince  would  proceed  no 
farther  till  we  had  received  provifions  for  fome 
days;  becaufe  he  could  give  no  credit  tp  what 
they  faid. 

There  were  three  villages  in  our  view,  up¬ 
on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  hill,  between  us  and 
the  precipice  formerly  taken  notice  of,  not 
three  miles  diflant  from  one  another. 

We  were  told,  that  they  had  carried  on 
war  amongft  themfelves  for  one  year  before 
we  arrived  :  That  the  two  finaller  villages 
joined  againft  the  great  one  ;  fo  that  it  was 
dangerous  for  men  to  walk  out  of  them.  It 
is  laid,  that  Peter  the  Great  loll  about  three 
thouland  men  at  the  foot  of  this  hill.  They 
wear  coats  of  mail  under  their  upper  gar¬ 
ment.  They  are  a  bold  well-made  people, 
and  (hoot  out  of  rifled  pieces  very  dexte- 
roufly,  and  have  fine  lcymetars,  all  of  their 
pwn  making. 
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They  are  ruled  by  one  of  their  own  peo¬ 
ple,  apoointed  governor  by  Nadir  Shach. 
Though  they  are  under  the  Perfian  yoke, 
yet  it  is  only  l’o  long  as  a  flrong  body  of  Per- 
lians  are.  in  this  country. 

On  the  fourteenth,  in  the  evening,  having 
got  lome  proviiions,  the  Perlians  marched 
off,  and  left  with  us  but  a  few  of  their  men. 
They  would  have  had  the  amballador  to  fol¬ 
low  ;  but  he  would  not  move,  though  they 
faid,  that  the  highlanders  would  attack  us  in 
the  night  time,  if  we  remained  there. 

The  prince,  in  his  anfwer,  faid,  that  he 
was  afraid  of  nothing  but  their  lies  :  That 
he  wanted  already  two  days  proviiions,  and 
would  not  gq  farther  unlefs  that  was  paid 
up ;  and  alfo  proviiions  for  five  days  before 
it  became  due  ;  becaule,  he  faid,  he  had 
fome  realon  to  believe  they  intended  to  flarve 
him  and  his' me  n. 

Next  morning  the  fardar,  being  afraid  that 
we  would  return,  as  our  amballador  had 
threatened,  came  to  the  prince,  begged  par¬ 
don,  and  promil’ed  every  thing  ;  and  at  laft 
we  let  out  on  the  1 5th,  and  palled  over  ma¬ 
ny  low  (tony  hills,  and  by  many  burial  places, 
where  many  hundred  Hones  were  let  on  end 
at  the  heads  of  the  dead,  adorned  with  bie-> 
roglyphicks,  to  declare  what  they  were, 
when  alive  ;  e.  g.  if  a  foldier,  a  quiver  and 
arrows,  bow  and  fabre,  were  cut  out  on  the 
Hone  ;  and  fo  of  the  reH.  We  pitched  our 
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tents  on  the  high  banks  of  the  fmall  ftony 
river  Manafte. 

Not  far  from  Buinack  there  was  a  village  ; 
thither  the  prince  fent  and  bought  fome  pro- 
viGons  ;  and  we  were  told,  that  the  Perftairs 
having  been  made  acquainted  with  it, 
firangled  their  chief.  After  this  the  prince 
could  not  fee,  without  very  viftble  piarks  of 
anger,  the  Periian  fardar. 

On  the  1 6th  we  fet  out,  and  pafTed  the 
rapid  ftony  little  river  Manafte,  diftaqt  about 
25  verfts  from  Targu ;  we  palled  [alfo  many 
ftony  hills,  and  deep  valleys,  which  made  our 
journey  very  tedious  ;  and  at  two  o’clock, 
P.  M.  we  encamped  on  a  plain,  having  the 
high  green  hills  on  our  right  hand,  and  the 
fea  on  our  left,  diftant  about  three  verfts* 
The  hills  were  fcarcely  a  verft  from  us ;  and 
it  is  incredible  how  beautiful  they  were,  con- 
Gdering  the  feafon  :  They  refembled  a  green 
dyke,  whole  fummits  we  could  not  fee  for 
clouds,  quite  even,  near  perpendicular, 
flretcbing  from  north  fouthwards,  having,  as 
it  were,  formed  one  of  the  fweeteft  plains  e- 
ver  I  beheld,  four  miles  broad  between  the 
hills  and  fea,  and  fo  far  from  the  place  where 
we  encamped  fouthward,  that  the  keenefl 
eye  could  not  lee  the  end  of  it. 

On  this  day’s  journey  we  faw  many  horfe- 
men  at  a  diftance  on  the  hills,  efpecially  af¬ 
ter  vye  crofted  ManaiTe.  A  Ihort  way  from 
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the  road,  we  difcovered  the  ruins  of  a  fort 
built  by  Peter  the  Great,  called  fiuinack. 

This  day,  having  travelled  forty-five  verfts, 
we  refolved  to  lodge  here  the  eniuing  night. 
At  a  fmall  difiance  from  our  camp  was  a 
heap  of  ftones,  faid  to  be  made  by  Peter  the 
Great;  and  my  worthy  friend  Mr  Bell  of 
Antermony,  has  lately  allured  me,  that  he 
remembers  it  well.  He  was  in  the  Ruifian 
army  when  Peter  marched  through  this 
plain  ;  and  at  this  place  he  was  very  unex¬ 
pectedly  attacked  by  many  thoufands  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  hills,  whom  he  loon  dif- 
perled,  after  having  killed  many  of  them  ; 
and  having  gained  a  remarkable  victory,  Pe¬ 
ter  ordered  every  man  in  the  army  to  throw 
a  ftone  on  that  place.  Mr  Bell  lays,  that 
many  carried  three  or  four  ;  and  indeed  fo 
it  appears  ;  becaule  Peter  the  Great’s  army 
never  could  have  raifed  fuch  a  heap,  by  one 
man’s  contributing  only  one  ftone. 

On  the  17th  we  fet  out,  and  travelled  four 
verfts,  over  low  grounds,  not  quite  even,  and 
twenty  verfts  farther  over  a  plain  like  a  bow¬ 
ling-green,  having  the  fea  on  our  left,  and 
the  high  mountains  on  our  right  hand.  In 
one  part  of  this  plain  we  were  again  defired 
not  to  let  our  horfes  feed,  becaule  of  a  por- 
fonous  herb  ;  but  we  faw  none  of  it.  A 
little  farther  on  we  faw  an  old  camp  of  the 
then  Shach,  when  he  carried  his  arms  againft 
Prince  Ufmei ;  and  from  the  top  of  a  hill  a- 
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bout  twenty  verfts  from  our  laft  camp,  we 
faw  the  camp  where  Ufmei  cut  off  fifteen 
thouland  of  the  Perfians  beft  troops  to 
pieces,  and  hanged  their  general,  who  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  a  relation  of  the  Shach,  and  fent 
this  account  to  the  Shach  by  three  of  his 
foldiers,  whofe  lives  they  fpared  :  From  one 
they  cut  off  the  ears,  they  cut  the  tongue  out 
of  the  mouth  of  another,  and  plucked  the 
eyes  out  of  the  head  of  a  third  ;  and  in  this 
manner  lent  them,  with  this  meflage,  to  the 
Shach  ;  alluring  him,  that  they  daily  wifhed 
he  might  fall  into  their  hands,  and  that  they 
would  put  him  to  as  cruel  a  death  as  they 
could  invent. 

Near  the  end  of  this  day’s  journey  we 
palled  through  a  wood,  where  we  killed  five 
wild  boars,  and  with  my  hounds  forced  an 
elk  to  leek  protection  from  the  fea,  where  it 
was  Ihot  by  a  Perfian. 

On  our  paffage  this  day,  the  prince  obfer- 
ving  a  great  herd  of  horles,  confining  of  a- 
bout  three  hundred,  fent  to  the  fardar, 
to  know,  Whofe  horfes  they  were  ?  The  far¬ 
dar  denied  that  he  "knew  any  thing  about 
them  ;  and  faid,  that  he  imagined  they  had 
belonged  to  his  Excellency.  Upon  receiving 
this  anfwer,  the  prince  fent  a  captain  of 
dragoons,  with  a  party  of  men,  and  a  hun¬ 
dred  Coflacks,  to  feize  them  for  the  Em- 
prefs’s  ufe,  and  fecure  the  principal  thief, 
who  was  a  Perfian.  The  captain  fcized  the 
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horfes,  appointed  men  to  take  care  of 
them,  and  returned  with  the  thief  in  cufto- 
dy.  The  Coflacks  and  Tartars  at  their  re¬ 
turn  declared,  that  many  of  the  horles  were 
their  own  property,  and  had  been  ftolen  from 
them.  Upon  this  information  the  prince  cau- 
fed  keep  the  thief  ftri&ly,  and  gag  him.  In 
the  evening  the  fardar  begged  an  audience, 
which  was  granted,  and  it  was  the  laft  ever 
he  got. 

At  meeting,  he  told  the  prince  that  tlie 
man  he  had  taken  under  cuftody  was  one  of 
the  Shach’s  merchants,  who  had  orders  to 
buy  up  horles  for  the  ufe  of  the  Shach*s  ar¬ 
my,  but  that  it  was  altogether  unknown  to 
him  in  the  morning,  and  therefore  defired 
that  the  horfes  and  merchant  might  be  let 
at  liberty  :  But  good  as  the  prince  was, 
liich  balenels  put  him  into  a  very  great 
paflion.  He  told  the  fardar,  that  he  was 
certain  he  was  telling  a  falfehood,  which  was 
a  practice  he  had  clofely  followed  ever  fince 
the  unlucky  hour  he  had  firft  feen  hum :  He 
faid,  that  he  could  now  prove  that  the  prifon- 
er  was  a  thief,bymore  than  one  hundred  wit- 
nefles,  and  that  the  horfes  belonged  to  the 
Emprefs’s  fubjefts,  many  of  whom  in  his  re¬ 
tinue  claimed  them ;  that  therefore  he  would 
neither  give  up  the  thief,  nor  part  with  the 
horfes.  He  put  him  in  mind  of  the  many 
lies  he  had  daily  made  concerning  our  provi- 
fions;  and  declared,  that  he  was  much  fur- 
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prifed  that  the  Shach  could  perform  fuch 
great  atchievemcnts,  with  men  whole  chief 
qualifications  teemed  to  lie  in  low  chicanery 
and  grofs  diflimulation.  He  faid,that  be  would 
carry  the  thief  to  the  Shach,  and  have  the  afr. 
fair  fearched  to  the  bottom  :  At  this  the  far* 
dar’s  creft  fell, and  in  the  raoft  abjeft  manner, he 
craved  pardon  for  hitherto  not  having  had  it 
in  his  power  to  keep  his  word,  which  was  oc- 
caiioned  by  the  people  of  the  country,  thro* 
which  we  palTed,  being  in  a  ftate  of  rebels 
lion,  who,  in  their  abfence,  had  every  where 
Rolen  the  provilions ; .  but  added,  that  he 
would  permit  the  ambaffador  to  fpit  on  his 
beard,  (the  greateft  affront  which  can  be 
done  to  a  Perfian)  ifhedidnot  get  plenty 
of  every  thing  at  Derbont.  To  this  the  prince 
anfwered,  that  if  he  had  fpit  but  once  for 
every  falfehood  which  he  had  tpld  him,  his 
beard  would  foon  turn  white ;  and  ordered 
him  forthwith  out  of  his  prelence.  : 

We  encamped  on  the  fouth  fide  of  a  wood,’ 
in  a  place  covered  with  heath:  After  our  tents 
were  all  fet  up,  and  every  thing  in  order,  a 
very  large  boar  rofe  out  from  the  heath',  and 
ran  into  the  Perfian  camp,  where  lie  foon  was 
killed  by  them,  and  brought  to  us. 

.  The  Perfians  were  much  afraid  that  Uf- 
may’s  men  would  attack  them.  We  were 
informed  afterwards,  that  it  was  out  of  re¬ 
gard  to  the  Ruffian  ambafiador  that  he  did 
not  fall  on  them;  for  he  killed  fome  hun¬ 
dreds,  and  took  many  horfes  from  them, 

X  x  when 


Digitized  by 


Google 


34P  V  O  Y  A  Cj  ii  S  and 

when  they  were  on  their  way  to  the  borders 
of  Ruffia :  But  what  confirms  my  conjecture 
is,  that  the  prince  fent  Captain  Reflet,  before 
we  left  Circafiia,  to  the  chiefs  in  Caucafus,  to 
know  if  they  would  behave  in  a  friendly  man¬ 
ner  to  him,  in  his  way  to  Perfia.  They  e- 
fcorted  the  captain  from  one  to  another,  and 
all  declared,  as  did  Ufmei,  that,  out  of  re* 
fpeCt  to  the  ambaflador,  they  would  not  hurt 
die  Perfians ;  but,  that  if  he  did  not  come 
with  them,  they  would  not  permit  one  of 
them  to  return  into  their  own  country. 

On  the  1 8th,  we  marched  early  through  a 
plain  low  ground ;  pafled  three  rivulets,  and 
encamped  upon  the  fouth  fide  of  a  wood  to 
take  refrefhment.  We  now  left  the  hills,  and 
directed  our  courfe  near  fouth-eaft,  not  far 
from  the  fea:  We  performed  this  journey  by 
noon,  being  twenty-verfts.  The  Perfians 
were  now  much  afraid  of  Ufmei,  and  for  that 
reafon  prefled  the  prince  much  to  proceed 
to  Derbent,  fituated  only  about  eighteen  or 
nineteen  verfts  from  us. 

On  the  19th,  we  pafled  over  a  clay-land 
very  barren ;  and  in  the  afternoon  marched 
to  the  north-fide  of  Derbent.  The  Perfians 

S refled  the  prince  to  march  through  the  city 
lat  night  for  fear  of  Ufmei ;  but  he  would 
not,  though  the  fardar  left  us  with  Ids  ar¬ 
my. 

.  The  city  fired  fome  (mall  cannon,  and 
fame  fmall  arms  from  the  walls,  in  honour 
^  .  \  of 
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of  the  ambaflador.  The'  Ruffian  refident, 
ArapofF,  and  my  good  friend  Counfellor 
Cherkefloff,  cajtife .  out  of  Derbent  to  pay  their 
refpe&s  to  the  prince;  with  whom  they  had 
Tome  private  cohvferfation,  and  then  return* 
ed  to  the  city,  leaving  us  to  the  protection 
of  heaven.  The  night-watches  were  no  foon- 
er  placed  than  the  prince  gave  orders  to  the 
Gircaffian  prince  Alifk,  and  his  men,  with 
the  Goflacks;  and  diree  hundred  horfes; 
which  I  laid  had  been  villain  Oufly  carried  off* 
from  the  borders  of  Cirtailia;  that  they  fhould 
return  to  their  own  country  with  all  precau¬ 
tion  and  diligence; 

We  after  this  pailfed  the  night  in  all  fafe 
-  %y  from  the  Tartars.  Next  morning  I  took 
a  view  of  the  riorth-fide  of  this  ancient  city 
Derbent; 


CHAP.  XXIV. 

Concerning  Derbent ;  what  is  remarkable  therei 
and  the  Trdnfaftiom  of  the  EmbaJJy  during 
our.  Stay  in  it. 

THE  city  of  Derbent,  faid  to  be  built  by 
Alexander  the  Great,  and  called  by 
inany  different  names,  as  the  Iron  Gates,  the 
Perfian  Gates, lying  in  forty-one  degrees, 
fifty  minutes,  north  latitude,  and  fixty-feven 
degrees,  forty  minutes,  eaft  longitude,  is 
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built  Upon  the  eaft-lide  of  a  hill  bearing  that 
name:  It  is  divided  into  three  parts;  the  up¬ 
per,  near  eft  the  top  of  the  bill,  called  the  Ci¬ 
ty  del,  the  middle,  and  the  lower  city.  The 
Citydei  is  inhabited  by  foldieri  Only  j  nor  la 
a  citizen,  nor  any  other,  tio  not  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  die  city,  permitted  to  enter  it  j  nei¬ 
ther  is  the  commandant  of  the  Citydei,  nof 
any  of  his  men,  permitted  to  come  out  of  it, 
except  when  commanded  by  an  order  front 
the  Shach.  Their  provifions,  ammunition, 
&c.  are  taken  from  the  city  by  a  crane  ;  the 
only  gate  entering  from  the  city  into  it  is 
never  opened,  but  to  receive  a  recruit  of 
foldiers.  The  middle  city  is  the  only 
place  inhabited  by  merchants,  citizens, 
<&c.  but  it  is  in  a  moft  ruinous,  mifera- 
ble  condition,  few  houfes  being  in  repair; 
the  ftreets  are  very  irregular,  ftrait,  and 
all  broken;  dead  horfes,  and  other  ani¬ 
mals,  rendei*  the  air  very  dil agreeable  and 
nauleous.  In  this  city  are  fome  caravan¬ 
saries  ;  that  belonging  to  the  Armenians  id 
the  only  one  in  tolerable  repair.  Here  is  a 
very  grand  mofque,  which  the  prelent  Na¬ 
dir  Shach  has  converted  into  a  granary  ;  the 
roof  of  which  islupported  by  eighty-four  large 
pillars.  In  the  city  there  is  no  other  public 
nor  private  place  worth  taking  notice  of. 
The  lower  city,  whofe  walls  are  built  into  the 
lea,  Was  an  empty  area,  where  they  kept  their 
cattle  formerly  in  the  night-time,  for  fear  of 
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UfinePs  men  ;  but  Shach  Nadir  has  built  a 
row  of  (hops,  on  each  fide  of  a  broad  ftreet, 
quite  down  the  middle;  at  the  end  of  which 
ftreet,  next  the  fea,  he  built  alfo  a  very  large 
palace*  Where  there  Is  a  well  of  excellent  wa¬ 
ter.  The  city  i9  about  an  Englifh  mile  long, 
but  fcarcely  three-fourths  of  one  mile  broad. 
It  is  furTotinded  by  One  of  the  thickeft  walls 
I  ever  faw,  ftrengthened  by  fixty  fquare  ba- 
ftions  t  The  walls  are  built  of  a  curious  (lone, 
of  (hells :  This  is  a  natural  (lone,  no  artificial 
corapofition,  according  to  the  whims  of  fome 
late  authors ;  for  1, having  travelled  far  up  the 
mountain ,  dilcovered,  as  high  as  I  went,  that 
the  rocks  there  were  of  the  fame  kind  of  (tohe; 
tonftrqiiently,  feeing  the  natives  were  in  pol- 
fefiion  of  fo  great  Variety  of  this  natural  (bel¬ 
ly  cement,  it  Would  have  been  very  needleft 
to  make  a  composition  exactly  refembling  the 
fame  thing.  The  walls  are  about  twenty 
feet  thick  near  the  furface  of  the  earth,  thir¬ 
ty  feet  high,  and  at  the  top  ten  or  twelve  feet 
thick;  a  parapet  for  breaft-Work  furrouhds 
the  top  of  the  wall,  with  port-holes  at  conve¬ 
nient  diftances.  Peter  the  Great,  it  is  well 
known,  took  this  city,  which  was  reftored 
with  the  Perfian  conquered  provinces,  to 
this  prelent  Shach,  in  the  reign  of  the  Em* 
prefe  Anna  Joannovna.  The  Ruffians, 
When  it  was  in  their  poflefiion,  made  trial 
of  the  effects  which  cannon-balls  had  on  this 
wall;  the  ball  only  perforated  it,  but  neither 
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£hook  the  wall,  nor  rent  the  ftone.  On  the 
north  tide  of  Derbent,  under  the  hills,  is  ve¬ 
ry  fine  arable  ground  2  Upon  the  tops  of  the 
hills,  weft  from  Derbent,  are  to  be  feen  lome 
towers,  which  the  inhabitants  lay  were  built 
by  Alexander  the  Great;  and  that  he  conti¬ 
nued  thefe  towers  from  Derbent  weft  to  the 
Black  Sea,  in  order  to  curb  the  Dageftan 
Tartars* 

At  the  place  where  we  now  are  encamped 
are  many  weUsof  the  pureft  fpring- water,  and 
a  variety  of  hewn  troughs,for  the  convenien- 
cy  of  cattle  to  drink  out  of:  They  certainly 
are  very  ancients  About  one  fourth  of  a  mile 
north  from  the  walls  of  the  city,  are  very  ma¬ 
ny  burial-places  ■,  one  in  particular,  is  a  fquare 
forrounded  with  a  ftone  wall;  the  nadves 
faid,  that  forty  Chriftian  princes  were  buried 
here,  who  were  killed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Derbent  .fighting  for  their  religion;  but  in  this 
fquare  are  interred  fame  hundreds;  theftones 
covering,  the  graves  are  fo  near  to  one  ano¬ 
ther,  that  you  may  walk  upon  them. 

The  Tartars  from  the  borders  of  Aftrachan 
to  Derbent,  are  all  Mahometans,  of  the  fed; 
of  the  Turks;  but  Come  things  make  me  be¬ 
lieve,  that  a  majority  of  them  had  formerly 
profefled  the  Chriftian  religion.  They  have 
meetings  at  certain  times  of  the  year,  where 
they  divert  themfelves,  without  being  able  to 
account  for  the  caufe,  any  other  way  than 
that  their  anceftors  fo  before  them ;  but 
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tliefe  times  correfpond  exa<ftly  with  the  times 
appointed  by  the  Greek  church  for  their  fefti- 
vines :  Add  to  this,  that  I  was  allured  there 
Dtrere  at  this  day  very  many  erodes  of  (tone 
creeled  in  this  hilly  country,  and  that  the  na¬ 
tives  kept  their'  annual  meetings  at  or  near 
thele  erodes,  where  they  yet  reraafin.  ■  They 
take  a  plurality  of  wives,  notwithftand- 
ing  what  Mr  Hanway  fays,  as  has  been,  I 
think,  put  out  of  doubt,  by  the  hiltory  I  gave 
formerly  of  the  two  Bekovitches.  The  Old 
Bekovitch,  -at  the  time  we  were  in  Kizlaar, 
had  either  three  or  four  wives,  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  concubines.  I  (hall  fay  no  more  in 
this  place  about  the  Tartars,  to  the  north  of 
Derbent,  referring  thofe  things  till  I  give 
fome  account  of  the  Shach  and  hi6  acti¬ 
ons,  in  a  “proper  place.  On  the  low 
grounds  between  the  hill  and  fea,  to  the 
fouth  of  Derbent,  are  very  many  vine-gar¬ 
dens,  being  a  rich  foil;  and  upon  thelides  of 
the  mountain  are  many  wells  and  rills  of  the 
pureft  water.  Here  alfoare  manyburial-places, 
and  a  variety  of  monuments  built  upon  fome 
pleafant  fpot,  where  their  great  Baiters  have 
been  buried. 

On  the  20th  January,  a  deputation  was 
fent  to  the  prince,  to  requeft  him  to  march 
through  the  city  to  the  fouth- fide,  where  he 
would  be  in  fafety ;  and  beg  that  he  would 
march  without  any  military  Chew,  alledging, 
that  it  did  not  carry  the  appearance  of  friend- 
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(hip:  They  on  their  parts  promiling  to  pay 
him  the  fame  honours  from  their  cannon, 
which  they  pay  to  their  own  King.  The 
prince  would  not  fee  their  deputation,  but 
referred  them  to  our  gentlemen,  where  my 
worthy  friend  Cherkeffoff  prefided,  he  being 
matter  of  their  language.  Mr.  ChcrkeflofF 
told  them,  that  allthefe  honorary  affairs  were 
fettled  between  the  Emprefs  and  their  King, 
before  an  ambaflador  was  named  :  That 
the  Ferfian .  monarchy  bad  never  before  been 
honoured  with  a  plenipotentiary,  an  am- 
baffador  extraordinary,  reprefenting  the  per- 
fon  of  the  Emprefs,  before  this  time  :  That 
the  prince  was  determined  never  to  fubmic 
to  any  thing  derogatory  to  the  Empreft, 
or  inferior  to  the  King  of  Periia :  That 
be  not  only  would  march  with  all  military  ho- 
nonrs  through  Derbent,  but  even  to  the  ve¬ 
ry  threfbold  of  their  King’s  palace:  Finally, 
that  if  they  fent  any  more  deputations,  or 
made  the  lead  delay,  he  would  decamp  to 
the  ffde  of  the  fea,  and  order  a  Ruffian  (hip, 
which  was  riding  at  Derbent,  to  aflemble  as 
many  (hips  as  would  be  fufficient  to  carry 
him  and  his  retinue  back  to  Ruffia.  He  alfo 
ordered*  that  their  fardar  (hould  hinifelf 
come,  and  keep  the  inhabitants  and  others  in 
order,  while  be  was  marching  through  the 
city. 

This  had  the  defired  effect :  The  iardar 
came  and  promifed  every  thing,  but  could 
ijot  get  admittance  to  the  prince.  A  troop 
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of  dragoons,  with  their  kettle-drum,  trumpet, 
and  colours,  preceded  with  their  (words 
drawn.  The  band  of  mufick  followed  the 
doctor;  his  mate,  and  I,  rode  next;  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  embafly  (ucceeded;  they  were 
followed  by  the  pages;  the  ambailad or  mount¬ 
ed  on  a  fine  horfe,  as  white  as  (now,  rode  a- 
ionfe,  his  fecretary  beiiig  near,  and  but  a  lit¬ 
tle  behind  him ;  twelve  liverymen  on  foot, 
fix  on  each  fide  attended,  uncovered :  The 
refidCnt  and  Mr  Gherkafloff,  followed  the 
prince;  the  other  troop  of  dragoons,  with 
their  colours,  kettle-drum,  and  trumpet, 
fucceeded;  the  baggage  followed  them,  e- 
fcorted  by  fixty  foldiers,  and  their  drums; 
and  a  party  of  the  Perfian  horfe  brought 
tip  the  rear  i  "When  the  rear  was  in  motion 
that  Was  made  known  by  the  drums ;  then 
the  firft  kettle-drum  and  trumpet  played, then 
the  mufick,  laftiy  the  fecond  trumpet  and 
kettle-drum,  and  this  went  round  in  their 
order,  till  we  were  in  our  camp;  only  when 
1  the  mufick  entered  the  north  gate,  it  played 
until  they  had  palled  through  the  fonth  gate. 
We  arrived  fafely  in  our  camp  on  the  fouth- 
fide  of  the  city,  in  two  hours  from  our  firft 
outfitting.  In  the  time  of  our  march  the 
prince  was  faluted  with  their  fmall  cannon, 
very  regularly,  and  their  foldiers  continued 
to  fire  off  their  mufkets  from  the  walls  for 
a  long  time. 

In  the  evening,  the  refident  and  Mr  Cher- 
kafloff  brought  into  our  camp,  as  privately 
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as  they  could,  a  beautiful  young  Circadian 
maid,  who,  her  parents  being  dead,  was 
brought  to  Derbent  to  her  uncle,  who  was  a 
merchant.  The  governor,  having  got  no¬ 
tice  of  this  beauty,  negociated  in  a  friendly 
way  with  the  uncle  to  part  with  her  for  his 
bed.  To  this  he  would  not  comply ;  and, 
when  he  was  threatened  and  hard  prefled,  he 
begged  that  the  Ruffian  refident  would  re¬ 
ceive  her  into  his  hoiife  privately.  This  the 
refident  did,  and  the  merchant  declared,  that 
fhe  had  made  an  elopement  from  him,  dot 
could  he  tell  where  die  was.  The  governor 
caufed  fearch  his  houfe,  and  afterwards  tor¬ 
tured  the  poor  man,  who  would  not  difcover 
her;  but  that  night  we  lay  on  the.  north  fide 
of  the  city,  he  moft  inhumanly  caufed  cut 
off  his  head,  to  prevent,  as  he  thought,  a  di£ 
covery  of  the  cruelty  he  had  been  guilty  of. 

But  the  cunning  Arapoff  had  fpies  upon 
all  his  actions,  who  made  this  report  to 
the  prince,  who  fent  a  meflage  by  one  of 
his  interpreters  to  the  governor,  letting 
him  know',  that  he  was  thoroughly  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  all  the  villany  he  he  had  been  guilty 
of  to  the  murthered  merchant,  a  fubje&  of 
Kuffia,  and  ordered  that  he  fhould  deliver 
up  the  merchant’s  fervants  and  goods,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  correct  catalogue  of  which  he 
was  in  pofTeffion.  The  governor,  extreme¬ 
ly  frightened,  brought  every  thing  to  our 
camp  belonging  to  the  deceafed  merchant, 
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and  offered  his  perfon  to  endure  any  punifh- 
xnent  the  prince  fhould  think  proper  to  in- 
flidl  upon  him,  or  offered  to  pay  what  fum 
of  money  he  was  able,  in  order  to  atone  for 
his  crime.  The  prince  would  not  fee  him  ; 
hut  Mr  Cherkafloff  told  him  from  the  prince, 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  come  into  terms 
with  any  villain,  whatever  rank  and  power 
he  might  have  j  that  he  was  no  judge  in  Per- 
fia,  except  in  what  related  to  his  own  people  ; 
but  that  he  determined  to  inform  Nadir 
Shach  of  all  the  indignities  he  had  met  with 
fince  his  arrival  in  the  empire  of  Perfia,  and 
that  he  would  not  fail  to  reprefent  fuch  un¬ 
heard  of  barbarity  in  a  true  impartial  light. 
This  faid,  Cherkaffoff  ordered  him  to  return 
immediately,  or  elfe  he  would  ufe  him  in  a 
~  very  different  manner. 

In  the  evening,  the  prince  fent  this  maid, 
with  her  uncle’s  fervants  and  effects  on  board 
the  fhip,  with  orders  to  the  matter  to  ufe 
them  with  all  hofpitality,  and  fafely  deliver 
them  to  the  governor  of  Aftrachan,  who 
would  fend  them  to  Circaflia, 

Next  morning  Dr  Lerch  delired  my  ad¬ 
vice  in  the  hofpital  concerning  a  young  dra¬ 
goon,  who  had  been  very  ufeful  in  helping 
our  carts  through  the  rapid  river  Agrachan  ; 
and  having  wet  his  feet  in  the  ftream,  one  of 
them  froze.  He  had  never  taken  off  his 
boots  till  yefternight,  when  he  firft  difcovcr- 
ed  the  danger  he  was  in.  One  of  his  feet 
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was  fo  mortified,  that  he  did  not  feel  deep 
fcarifications  ;  wherefore,  it  was  refolved  to 
amputate  his  leg  below  the  ktiee.  Whilft  we 
were  viewing  the  fopt,  and  confulting  what 
was  to  be  done,  a  number  of  Pprfiaji  officers 
came  about  us,  and  faw  the  operation  per¬ 
formed.  They  came  daily  to  the  hofpital, 
and  faw  the  care  which  was  taken  of  him 
and  others,  at  which  they  expreffed  no  fmall 
furprize.  On  the  39th  day,  before  we  left 
Derbent,  he  was  put  on  board  the  flup  in  a 
good  way,  with  directions,  in  order  to  be 
tranfported  to  Aftrachan,  where  I  faw  him 
afterwards  in  good  health.  At  firft,  the  Perr 
fians  imagined  that  he  was  fojne  great  crimi¬ 
nal,  and  that  the  lofs  of  his  leg  was  a  punifli- 
ment ;  but,  when  they  were  undeceived  by 
our  interpreters,  they  declared  that  they  be¬ 
lieved  no  fuch  cure  had  ever  been  effeCled  in 
Perfia  ;  and  that  douhtlefs  the  Shach  would 
give  any  money  to  a  man  who  could  perform 
fuch  operations. 

Soon  after  this,  a  meflage  was  fent  to  the 
prince  from  a  Perfian  general,  requefling  him 
to  fend  his  doClor,  acquainting  him  that  he 
was  poxed  to  a  very  great  degree.  Dr  Lerch 
had  liberty  granted  to  go  ;  but,  tho’  they  re- 
compenfed  the  doCtor  well  enough,  they  alfo 
required  me.  The  prince,  reprefenting  to 
me  the  danger  I  would  be  in  of  lofing  my  li¬ 
berty  by  die  barbarous  Nadir  Shach,  if  I  per¬ 
formed  any  cure  upon  his  people,  determi¬ 
ned 
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ned  me  to  witbftaod  their  fbllieitatipns.  The 
prince  returned  for  anfwer,  that  as  I  was  not 
a  Ruffian,  bp  ‘  had  no  power  to  order  mp 
to  attend  any  but  thofe  immediately  under 
his  command. 

Having  been  informed  that  gold  was  to  be 
fold  in  a  profitable  way  here,  and,  having  a 
large  fum  of  lilver  coin  by  me,  I  applied  to 
my  friend  CherkaflpfF  to  get  me  a  merchant : 
He  very  foon  produced  one  all  in  rags,  who 
brought  with  him  fprty-:two  triple  ducats.  I 
agreed,  but,  confidering  that  there  was  much 
bad  coin  in  die  country,  would  not  receive 
it  unlefs  tried  by  fire  and  water.  To  this  he 
agreed ;  and  out  of  the  forty-two  I  only  got 
twenty-five  of  good  gold ;  what  remained  he 
made  no  fcruple  to  take  again,  for  he  was 
prefent  at  the  trial.  The  night  following,  I 
overheard  the  prince  coughing,  and  went  to 
aik  what  was  the  caufe  ?  The  centinels  would 
not  permit  me  to  go  in ;  but  the  prince  over¬ 
hearing,  alked  who  I  was,  and  what  was  the 
reafon  I  was  flopped  from  vifiting  him?  the 
centinel  apfwered,  that  yefterday  after  break- 
faft  the  marfhal  had  given  orders  to  permit 
none  to  enter  into  that  tent  without  his 
knowledge;  at  which  the  princ^  ex  prefled 
furprize,  and  more  anger  than  ufual.  When 
I  entered  into  the  tent,  I  faw  a  great  film  of 
gold  upon  a  fmall  table,  and  told  the  prince 
that  the  major  had  given  fuch  orders  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  gold,  and  dcfired  he  would  not 
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be  angry  with  him ;  but  I  took  the  liberty  to 
afk  him  if  he  had  already  payed  for  it  ?  telling 
him  that  I  had  bought  fome,  and  that  out  of 
forty-two  had  only  got  twenty-five  good  gold. 
This  information  was  agreeable  to  the  prince, 
efpecially  as  he  had  not  paid  for  it,  and  he 
defired  that  I  would  take  the  trouble  to  try 
it.  But,  wanting  to  fweat  the  mar  dial,  I  an- 
fwered,  that  I  willingly  would  (hew  the  ma¬ 
jor  or  any  other  the  way  to  try  it;  but  that, 
as  his  excellency  knew,  I  was  neither  able  to 
Hand  the  fire,  nor  any  great  fatigue  long,  I 
hoped  he  would  hold  me  excufed.  To  this 
motion  he  heartily  agreed,  and  the  major  was 
font  for,  and  difturbed  from  his  fleep,  which 
he  loved  to  excels.  At  his  arrival  he  was  fo- 
verely  reproved  for  giving  f  uch  orders  without 
the  prince’s  knowledge,  and  made  to  under- 
ftand  that  in  the  embaflyy  there  were  foveral 
officers  he  was  every  whit  as  well  pleafod  to 
foe  as  him:  He  then  told  him  that  I  had 
''Bought  gold,  and  how  I  had  tried  it,  and  by 
what  proportion  I  would  have  been  a  lofer  if 
I  had  not  taken  that  precaution.  The  major, 
upon  hearing  of  this,  foemed  confided,  but 
wanted  greatly  to  be  at  the  trying  of  it, 
which  I  foon  put  him  in  the  way  to  do,  and 
then  left  him  to  his  contemplation.  As  he 
had  fome  thoufands  to  try,  it  took  him  lip  a 
long  time.  Towards  the  evening  I  went  to 
know  what  difcovery  he  had  made,  and  he 
told,  me  that  about  one-third  of  the  whole 
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number  prored  not  good  ;  he,  at  that  time, 
was  fitting  and  washing  the  earth  under¬ 
neath  where  the  fire  had  been,  the  reafon  of 
which  I  begged  to  know  ;  he  faid  that  he  had 
bought  and  paid  for  forty-five  triple  ducats, 
which,  he  alfo  endeavouring  to  try,  had  pro¬ 
ved  very  faulty ;  he  faid  that  he  had  loft  fe- 
ven,  nor  could  he  tell  what  was  become  of 
them,  therefore  he  was  fitting  and  walhing 
the  earth  to  fee  if  he  could  difcoverany  gold ; 
but  his  labour  proved  abortive. 

On  the  7th  day,  after  our  arrival  at  Der- 
bent,  the  horfe  thief,  formerly  mentioned, 
was  fent  for  into  the  prince’s  tent,  and  there 
told  that  he  was  to  be  fent  on  board  the  {hip, 
and  to  be  gagged  to  prevent  his  {peaking  ; 
that  the  foldiers,  who  were  to  put  him  on 
board,  had  orders  inftantly  to  difpatch  him, 
if  he  offered  in  the  leaft  to  make  any  noile  ; 
he  was  pinioned,  and  lent  off  between  the  ci¬ 
ty  wall  and  Perfian  camp,  and  was  fafely  put 
on  board,  unknown  to  any  of  the  Perfians. 
Next  morning,  a  meffage  was  fent  from  the 
major  to  the  fardar,  to  let  him  know  that 
the  prifoner  had  made  his  efcape ;  and  there¬ 
fore  required  that  he  might  be  fent  back  a- 
gain,  fiippofing  it  impofiible  that  he  could 
efcape  all  the  Perfian  army.  The  fardar  was 
much  fuprifed  at  this  news,  and  made  all 
fearch,  but  laid  that  he  fufpe&ed  we  had 
killed  him. 

On 
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On  the  ftrft  day  of  our  encamping  on  tfief 
fouth  fide  of  the  city, many  blind  people  cam6 
into  our  camp  ;  their  numbers  increafed  dai¬ 
ly,  till  they  numbered  about  twenty  or  thirty, 
begging  alms  and  bread.  The  prince  order¬ 
ed  them  daily  to  be  fed  from  what  remain¬ 
ed  of  oitr  provifion.  Thefe  unfortunate  peo¬ 
ple  were  the  remains  of  five  hundred,  whom 
the  cruel  Shach  caufed  to  be  deprived  of 
their  eyes  in  one  day,  after  having  made  his 
army  ly  with  their  wives  and  daughters.  It 
Was  fald  that  he  punifhed  them  hi  this 
cruel  manner,  becaufe  they  had  former¬ 
ly  ferved  the  Ruffians  when  they  were  mailers 
of  Dtrbent.  THefe  pbor  wretches  bleffed  us 
and  curfed  their  Shach  in  one  breath  ;  and, 
when  we  at  any  time  courtfelled  them  not  to 
curfe  the  Shach,  left  he  might  pht  them  to 
death  or  torture,  they  anfwered,  that  he  was 
a  crumfak  or  rafcal  ;  that  if  he  had  had  the 
fmalleft  tincture  of  goodtlefs,  he  Would  have 
caufed  them  to  be  put  to  death,  rather  than 
permit  them  to  live  fo  long  in  fuch  mifery. 
They  fald,  that,  before  we  came  to  Derbent, 
they  were  obliged  to  crawl  upon  the  fides  of 
the  hills,  to  feek  roots  to  fatisfy  hunger  ;  tint 
rilany  of  them  had  been  fo  fortunate  as  get 
fbirle  poifonous  roots,  which  put  an  end  to 
their  torments;  others  had  ended  their  mifer- 
able  fives  by  falling  over  precipices,  or  into 
the  fca  ;  but  added,  that  they  were  ftill  re-' 
ferved  for  greater  fufferings. 

One 
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One  day  I  went,  in  company  of  fbme  of 
tfur  gentlemen,  to  fee  the  manner  of  their 
burials  :  The  body  was  laid  in  a  grave  built 
on  the  fide  with  brick  and  lime.  There  was 
a  place  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  grave  railed  a. 
little  higher  than  the  floor,  whereon  they  laid 
the  body,  with  his  face  Covered  *  directed  to* 
Wards  Mecca )  Wheit  the  body  was  thus  de- 
fk)fited,  they  coveted  the  grave  with  an  arch 
of  brick  and  lime,  upon  which  they  threw 
earths  When  the  ceremony  was  finithed, 
the  fnieft  turned  to  us  ftrangers,  and,  in  good 
Ruffian  language,  told  us,  that  the  deceafed 
was  a  good  believer  or  muflulman  :  He  laid 
Jomething  in  favours  of  the  Mahometan  reli¬ 
gion,  and  added,  that  although  they  could 
not  believe  that  Chrift  was  the  Son  of  God,  in 
any  cither  fenfe,  than  that  he  was  a  great  pro¬ 
phet,  a  good  man,  and  much  beloved  by 
God  ;  and  that  in  this  view  he  might  be  rea¬ 
sonably  efteemed  the  Son  of  God,  as  all  good 
men  are  :  He  faid,  that  all  the  mufliilmea 
efteemed  him  one  of  the  greateft  prophets ; 
that  they  acknowledged  he  had  cured  many 
dileafes,  done  much  good,  and  even  railed 
the  dead,  when  he  was  upon  earth ;  that  they 
ranked  him  the  next  great  prophet  to  Maho¬ 
met  i  and,  pointing  to  a  white  tomb  at  no 
great  diltance,  laid,  that  in  that  lepulchrtf 
lieth  interred  the  remains  of  a  great  and 
good  man,  who  formerly  had  been  emperor 
over  aft  the  country,  as  far  as  the  Black  Sea  t 
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He  faid,  that  when  the  Mefliah  was  upon  the 
earth,  at  a  time  palling  that  way,  being  thir- 
fty,  he  drank  of  a  well  of  pure  water  near 
the  root  of  a  fmall  tree.  After  he  liad  quench* 
ed  his  third,  he  fat  down  to  take  a  reft,  and, 
as  he  knew  every  thing,  commanded  the  dead 
•prince  to  rile,  which  he  inftantly  did.  After 
-dilcourling  with  him  lome  time,  the  Mefliah 
•faid,  that  he  knew  he  had  been  a  good  man, 
and  therefore  would  readily  grant  whatever 
he  would  alk :  The  prince  begged  that  he 
would  permit  him  to  die,  and  bury  him  in 
the  fame  grave  where  he  formerly  lay.  The 
.Mefliah  condefcended  to  this,  and  buried  him 
in  the  monument  we  then  law.  I  laid, 
that  I  was  lurprized  that  any  tree,  of  fo 
iinall  growth,  efpecially  a  thorn,  Ihould 
ftill  grow,  it  being  more  than  feventeen 
hundred  years  lince  Chrift  was  upon  the 
earth  :  He  anfwered,  that  it  never  would  die, 
becaufe,  faid  he,  it  is  a  witnels  of  that  great 
miracle  which  the  Mefliah  had  performed; 
and  that  it  was  handed  down  to  them  by  tra¬ 
dition  ever  lince  it  happened.  As  it  was  at 
no  great  diftance,  we  went  and  drank  of  this 
well.  The  tree  foemed  to  be  antient,  and 
upon  the  decay,  though  none  of  us  gave 
great  credit  to  what  the  Mahometan  prieft 
had  told  us* 

At  Derbent,  a  few  of  our  gentlemen  rode 
out  to  take  the  air  one  day.  We  went  up 
the  hill  of  Derbent  to  view  the  country,  and 
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fee  if  there  was  any  poflibiiity  to  crofs  over 
the  hill  above  the  city  ;  but  a  centinel  fpying 
us  from  the  walls,  called  out  in  their  language, 
and  immediately  the  walls  were  lined  with 
Perfians  ;  fome  of  them  threw  (tones,  and 
fired  off  fome  pieces,  though  1  fuppofe  not 
with  ball,  as  neither  we  nor  our  horfes  were 
(hot  or  hurt,  nor  did  we  hear  a  whizzing 
noife,  very  perceiveable  if  the  ball  flies  near 
where  you  are.  Of  this  we  made  a  report  to 
the  ambaflador  at  our  return  to  the  camp. 


CHAP.  XXV; 

Of  our  Journey  to  Baku ,  and  of  -what  hapr 
pened  remarkable  on  the  Road . 

HAVING  got  every  thing  in  readinefs,  we 
let  out  on  the  29th  of  January,  and 
continued  our  journey  fouth  and  by  eaft,  ha¬ 
ving  the  fea  on  our  left,  and  the  mountains 
on  our  right  hand,  only  aboiit  feventeen 
verfts.  We  pafled  a  few  brooks  and  one 
fmall  river,  and  encamped  on  the  fide  of  .a 
wood  called  Turpocala,  having  pafled  thro* 
the  ruined  walls  of  fome  antient  large  city, 
and  three  modern  pitiful  ruined  villages 
without  inhabitants.  Though  the  jackal  was 
troublefome  by  howling  in  the  night-time, 
between  Targu  and  Derbent,  yet  it  was  fo 
in  no  comparifon  to  the  noife  they  made  be¬ 
tween 
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tween  Derbent  and  Baku.  They  are  left 
than  the  wolf,  but  thicker  and  Ihagged,  of  a 
light  brown  colour.  They  are  faid  to  bo 
purveyors  for  the  lion  ;  but  I  {poke  with 
none  who  bad  ever  fefti  or  heard  of  lions  be¬ 
ing  in  this  country. 

The  Peril ans  delight  in  telling  the  mod  ro? 
fnantic  and  abfurd  fables,  which  can  poifiUj 
be  invented  ;  for  inftance,  they  fay,  that  this 
great  city  was  the  principal  relidence  of  fome 
great  emperors,  who  ruled  over  all  the  hilly’ 
country  ;  and  that  Derbent,  at  the  didance 
of  feventeen  verds,  was  only  a  kitchen, 
Likeways,  the  day  before  we  left  Derbent, 
the  governor  came  to  regulate  our  provilions, 
4?c.  with  MrCherkafloff,  who  now  went  with 
us,  and  Major  Berezin,  When  our  gentle? 
pien  were  lincerely  pitying  the  didrefTed 
condition  of  Perfia,  which,  though  naturally 
one  of  the  richeft  countries  in  the  world,  at 
prefent  could  .not  find  provilions  far  our  in? 
confiderable  retinue  ;  whereas  Ruffia,  natu? 
rally  a  much  poorer  country,  found  no  diffi? 
culty  to  provide  largely  for  five  thoufand 
perfians  jtnd  horfes,  and  alfo  twenty  ele? 
phants.  To  this  the  governor  anfvvered,  by 
giving  us  a  hidorical  account  of  ;the  neamds 
of  kin  the’Shachs  of  Perlia  were  to  the  fun, 
moon  and  dars ;  and  at  lad  ended  a  long 
Jumble  of  nonienfe,  by  faying,  among  other 
thikfifli  vaun  tings,  that  Nadir  Shach  was  fo 
lfcb,  that  fie  could  prefently  fill  the  Cafpian 
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f»  with  gold  and  the  moft  precious  (tones* 
To  which  Mr  Cherkafloff  madeanfwer,  that 
Jie  could  not  give  credit  to  that,  when  expe¬ 
rience  made  it  evident  he  could  not  fatisfy 
his  delicate  appetite  with  a  fiifficiency  of 
good  provision. 

On  the  30th,  we  travelled  fouth  through 
a  large  wood,  through  which  two  brooks 
fought  their  paflage  eaft  to  the  Cafptan.  On 
the  fouth  fkle  of  this  wood,  we  palled  on  our 
light  hand  the  ruins  of  a  very  great  village, 
and  ft  river  running  by  the  louth  fide  of  it. 
At  the  daftance  of  nine  verfts  from  our  lad 
camp,  we  palled  a  ruinous  fquare  fort  with 
four  baflions,  and  a  very  channelly  river. 
We  palled  the  famous  river  Secura,  running 
eaft,  a  moft  rapid  ftreaqa.  The  ford  is  about 
a  verft  broad,  on  the  north  fide  of  which 
Hands  a  miserable  fquare  caftle,  which  the 
prefent  Shach  built  for  keeping  provifions. 
•We  encamped  on  the  fouth. lide  of  the  river, 
having  travelled  twenty  verfts. 

On  the  31ft,  we  travelled  fouth  about 
twenty  two  verfts,  thro*  a  pretty  open  coun¬ 
try,  and  encamped  on  the  fouth  fide  of  a 
fmaU  rivulet,  not  far  from  the  ruins  of  an 
old  fquare  caftle,  a  ruined  village,  and  gar¬ 
den. 

February  ift,  we  continued  our  inarch 
fouthward  twenty  verfts  through  a  thorny, 
woody  ground.  We  palled  eight  rivu- 
fets,  four  of  which  happened  to  be  dry, 

and 
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and  encamped  bn  the  north  fide  of  a  fin  all 
one.  I  had  a  view  of  an  exceeding  high  hill, 
called  Shach’s  Gorry,  or  the  Shach’s  hill,  be- 
caufe  it  is  reckoned  one  of  the  higheft  by  the 
iea  in  Caucafus. 

We  marched  from  this  place  on  the  ad, 
continued  our  route  fouth'  by  eaft  through  a 
thorny  wood,  where  1  had  the  misfortune  to 
have  a  lappet  tom  from  my  coat.  We  paf- 
fed  five  rivulets,  and  encamped  on  the  fouth- 
weft  of  Soran,  by  fome  called  Sabran,  at  the 
diftance  of  about  two  .verfts,  near  which  is  a 
fquare  cattle  in  bad  order,  where  five  hun¬ 
dred  men  form  a  garrifon  »  It  Is  ftrengthen- 
ed  with  nineteen  baftions,  and  (lands  upon  a 
plain. 

Here,  it  being  ferene  frofty  weather,  we 
had  a  good  view  of  the  Shach’s  hill,  fur- 
rounded  with  a  perpendicular  rock,  as  far  as 
we  could  difcover,  and  the  Perfians  faid  that 
about  one-fourth  of  it,  which  we  could  not 
fee,  was  formed  in  the  fame  manner,  fo  that 
no  mortal  ever  was  on  the  top  of  it,  which 
is  all  covered  over  with  fnow,  like  a  bonnet. 
The  fnow  lies  Jlratum  fuper  Jiratum ,  the  Iow- 
ermoft  is  very  brown,  no  doubt  being  mixed 
with  fome  fine  duft  carded  up  to  fuch  a 
height  by  violent  winds,  but  the  uppermott 
fnow  is  Very  white  and  fparkling,  and  the 
intermediate  fnow  changes  from  below  up¬ 
wards  from  brown  to  a  perfect  white  colour. 
Having  travelled  twenty  verfts,  our  Captain 

Bernhour, 
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Bernhonr,  having  been  appointed  general- 
quarter-mafter,  was  in  ufe  to  go  forward 
with  a  number  of  men  to  mark  out  the 
ground,  and  fee  the  tents  fet  up.  This  day, 
the  faucy  fardar  had  the  impudence  to  have 
his  tent  placed  in  the  only  dry  ground.  Bern- 
hour  ordered  the  prince’s  fleeping  tent  to  be 
fet  up  immediately  before  his :  The  fardar 
font  out  fome  of  his  men  to  beat  off  Bern- 
hour,  and  they  were  preparing  with  their 
clubs  to  treat  the  captain  very  roughly  ;  up¬ 
on  which  die  captain  ordered  about  twelve 
men  to  level  their  pieces  at  them;  at  the  fight 
of  which  they  fled,  and  the  mighty  Ami  Ru- 
flan  Khan  called  out  for  fear,  pulled  down 
his  tents,  and  left  the  ground  to  Bemhour. 
When  the  prince  arrived,  a  complaint  was 
font  of  the  captain’s  infolence  to  his  honour. 
The  anfwer  was,  that  the  officers  of  the  em- 
bafly  were  gentlemen,  and  would  be  thought 
unworthy  to  ferve  the  Emprefs,  if  they  would 
fuffer  themfelves  to  be  infulted ;  that  Ami 
Ruflan  Khan  may  think  himfelf  very  happy 
in  having  eicaped  fo  eafily  ;  that  it  was  fur- 
priling  Mr  Bernhour  had  not  ordered  his 
dragoons  to  fire  upon  them.  He  let  the  far¬ 
dar  know,  that  a  proper  report  of  all  his  ac¬ 
tions  would  be  delivered  to  the  Shach  in  due 
time  ;  and  returned  Mr  Bemhour  thanks  for 
his  gallant  behaviour. 

We  fet  out  early  on  the  3d  day  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  and,  before  the  rear  had  begun  to 

march. 
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inarch,  oar  men  were  attacked  by  the  Jfer- 
flans  both  in  front  and  rear  at  the  fame  time* 
They  wounded  three  of  our  men  with  their 
iabres  ;  but  we  got  three  prifoners,  and  took 
the  arms  from  others,  in  order  to  have  them 
difcovered.  Now,  the  fardar  Was  obliged  to 
^unUh  his  men,  who,  We  judged,  had  been 
encouraged  to  this  bale  action  by  himfelf. 

We  travelled  eighteen  verfts  only,  and  en¬ 
camped  by  the  fide  of  a  brook,  where  were 
•the  veftiges  of  fome  antient  city,  which  the 
PerfianS  faid  had  been  buik  by  Alexander 
the  Great.  Here  a  road  ftruck  off  over  the 
mountains  to  the  ancient  city  of  Schamachi. 
We  palled  by  and  through  many  deferted 
ruined  villages,  extremely  well  lituated. 

In  company  of  three  of  our  gentlemen, 
we  fpied  a  fow  and  four  wild  pigs.  We 
gave  chafe  to  than,  who  ran  towards  a  Wood, 
at  about  two  verfts  diftance.  We  frequently 
fired  our  piftols  at  them,  but  without  effect. 
After  the  firft  or  fecond  fire,  it  was  very  re¬ 
markable,  that  the  pigs  did  not  keep  clofe 
together ;  and  that  when  we  were  near,  the 
fow  turned  upon  ns,  and  chafed  us  back  to 
a  confiderable  diftance :  This  file  did  thrice, 
till  file  had  conveyed  her  young  into  the 
wood.  This  is  fait ;  and  it  was  beautiful 
to  lee  fuch  affection,  conduit,  and  prowef9 
in  luch  a  brute. 

This  day  we  had  a  feuifte  with  the  Per- 
fians  ;  and  we  were  likely  to  have  had  one 
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amongft  ourfelves ;  when  I  alighted  from  my 
horfe,  I  found  my  friend  Captain  Berhour 
in  a  very  crufty  humour:  I  inquired  into 
the  caufe:  He  laid,  that  the  major  had  found 
fault  with  his  diipofing  of  our  camp,  though 
quite  ignorant,  of  the  matter,  and  had  given 
him  fuch  abuiive  language  before  fome  of 
the  officers  and  our  men,  that  it''  was  in- 
fiifferable,  and  unbecoming  an  officer  to  bear ; 
but  he  did  not  well  know  what  to  do  ;  and 
to  complain  to  the  prince  would  not  look 
well,  and  probably  would  not  have  the  wifti- 
cd  for  effedt.  I  anfwered,  that  it  was.  well  * 
known  that  he  began  to  ufe  me  in  a  way 
which  his  fuperiors  never  once  attempted, 
when  we  were  yet  in  Kullia  :  1  hat  I  thought 
it  was  the  mod  prudent  way  to  endeavour 
to  put  a  flop  to  his  falHes  at  once.  I  defired, 
therefore  to  fpeak  with  him  privately,  where 
I  laid  my  grievances  before  him  in  a  clear 
and  diftindt  manner.  Upon  which  we  con¬ 
cluded  a  friendlhip,  which  never  yet  was 
broken  :  Nor  had  I  any  reafon  to  believe 
that  any  rupture  would  happen  between  us  ; 
and  this  was  accomplished  without  any 
noile,  bloodftied,  or  danger  to  me,  as  no  wic- 
nefles  were  prelent. 

The  captain  underload  my  meaning  well, 
and,  towards  fun-fet,  pretended  fome  bufi- 
nefs  with  our  mighty  marffial.  They  walked 
down  the  fide  of  the  brook,  out  of  the  view 
of  our  camp,  and  there,  without  the  fmalleft  . 

A  a  a  danger. 
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danger,  ad j ufted  matters  fo  well,  that  the 
major  returned  one  of  the  beft  tempered 
gentlemen  in  our  fuite,  full  of  complaifance 
to  captain  Bernhour,  and  exprefled  no  fmall 
grief  for  the  pailion  he  had  fo  improperly 
put  himfelf  into  at  his  dear  friend  the  cap¬ 
tain.  And  indeed  he  behaved  to  him  ever 
after  with  lingular  deference. 

On  the  4th  we  travelled  thirty-fix  verfts 
farther  fouth,  and  encamped  fourteen  verfts 
to  the  fouth  fide  of  the  peak,  called  Barmach, 
by  Olearius  called  Spits  Barmach,  Barmach 
being  a  Perfian  word,  meaning  a  hand  ;  be- 
caufe  the  top  of  this  rock,  from  the  fea,  re- 
fembles  a  man’s  hand,  the  three  middle 
fingers  being  clofed,  the  thumb  a  little  bent, 
and  the  little  finger  Handing  ere<ft. 

I  wanted  much  to  fee  this  wonderful  hill, 
of  which  I  had  heard  much,  and  had  lately  an 
Opportunity  of  reading  Olearius’s  defcripcion 
of  it ;  but  I  durft  not  alk  leave,  well  know¬ 
ing,  that  the  prince  would  not  permit  me. 
Determined,  however,  to  lee  it,  and  rifk  his 
difpleafure,  I  went  forward  to  Captain  Bern- 
hour,  where  I  met  with  our  engineer,  whom 
I  intreated  to  go  alongft  with  me.  His  on¬ 
ly  objection  was,  that,  as  it  was  faid  many 
robbers,  and  fuch  like  wild  people,  inhabited 
that  mountain,  and  as  he  had  no  fire-arms, 
he  durft  not  venture.  I  gave  him  one  of 
my  piftols ;  and  having  about  fixteen  charges 
ready,,  we  agreed,  and  rode  forward  to  the 
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foot  of  the  mountain,  where  we  left  our 
horfes,  in  the  firft  caravanfary  1  faw  in  Per- 
fia,  excepting  thofe  in  Derbent,  notwith- 
ftanding  what  Mr  Hanway  afTerts.  We  went 
from  this  up  the  hill  a  great  way.  It  was  a 
very  thick  fog,  fo  that  we  could  fee  at  no 
great  diftance  ;  nor  could  we  find  the  road 
which  Olearius  defcribes.  At  laft,  howe¬ 
ver,  we  faw  feveral  rocks,  but  none  of  them 
agreed  with  Olearius’s  account  of  the  peak. 
Amongft  thefe  rocks  we  faw  fome  draggling 
people,  who  fled  from  us.  As  I  was  climb¬ 
ing  up,  very  much  fatigued,  I  faid  fome- 
what,  and  expe&ed  an  anfwer ;  but  not 
meeting  with  one,  I  looked  about,  and  my 
companion,  the  engineer,  was  gone  with  my 
piflol.  This  dilconcerted  me  altogether : 

,  However,  I  would  not  return  back  till  l  had 
made  a  ftritter  fearch  for  Olearius’s  road, 
which  proceeded  upon  the  l'outh  fide  of  a 
rill  of  water  running  down  the  hill ;  I  there¬ 
fore  went  acrofs  the  hill  to  feek  for  this  road. 
I  had  not  travelled  half  a  mile  when  I  heard 
people  talking  rather  below  me  farther  on . 
I  drew  near,  and  could  perceive  that  they 
fpoke  the  Ruffian  language.  I  went  to 
them,  and  had  the  fortune  to  find,  that  it  was 
our  major,  two  officers,  my  brother,  fix  dra¬ 
goons,  and  three  fervants,  with^their  horfes, 
at  the  well  and  tree  defcribed  by  Olearius. 
I  was  very  tired  with  my  long  fatigue  ;  but 
aflhred  them,  that  I  fhould  now  find  the 
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road  ;  for  that  was  the  well  and  tree  de- 
fcribed  very  exaftly  by  Olearius.  I  mount¬ 
ed  a  dragoon  horfe,  and  we  rode  a  long  way- 
up  a  very  high  fteep  hill  on  the’fouth  fide  of 
the  rill.  At  laft,  after  much  labour,  we  gained 
the  top  of  one  hill,  and  found  there  a  fpring 
of  excellent  water,  near  a  fmall  village,  all 
in  ruins.  We  were  neceffitated  to  leave  our 
horfes  there,  the  hill  being  too  fteep,  and 
clambered  up  a  very  fteep  green  hill  a  great 
way  upon  our  hand4  and  feet.  At  laft  we 
reached  a  plain,  and,  at  a  very  fmall  di- 
ilance,  difcovered  a  rock,  which  was  the  peak. 
We  now  turned  north,  keeping  the  peak  on 
our  right  hand  ;  and  (bon,  through  the  fog, 
difcovered  a  great  gate,  with  a  breaft  work 
of  ftone  aboVq  it,  and  holes  for  throwing 
down  ft  ones,  or  any  thing  elfe,  upon  any 
who  might  come  near  it.  We  entered  this 
gate,  and  proceeded  about  forty  paces,  ha¬ 
ving  the  peak  on  our  right  hand,  and  a  well 
on  the  left.  About  the  middle  of  this  area, 
(the  broadeft  part  of  which  did  not  exceed 
eight  paces,)  we  difcovered  a  fmall  entry’  in¬ 
to  a  cave  in  the  peak,  and  an  arched  cellar, 
part  of  it  broken.  If  we  looked  up,  we 
could  not  perceive  the  top  of  the  peak  ;  nei¬ 
ther  could  we  difcover  the  hill  below  us.  If 
we  looked  down,  the  mift  was  fo  thick,  that 
we  could  fee  nothing.  Near  the  fide  of  the 
peak  was  a  hole,  big  enough  to  let  two  men 
t>afs ;  but  it  was  ahnoft  perpehdic  ular.  Howe¬ 
ver, 
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ver,  we  faw  Tome  (lone  fteps,  which  made  us 
believe  that  this  had  been  Tome  fecret  paG- 
fage  from  this  place.  This  being  all  we 
could  dilcover  here,  we  returned  by  the  lame 
way  we  had  entered,  for  there  was  no  other; 
and,  keeping  the  peak  on  our  left  hand,  did 
not  proceed  far  till  we  came  to  another  very 
fteep  hill,  up  which  we  fcrambled  on  hands 
and  feet  to  a  great  height.  At  laft  we  came  to 
a  plain,  upon  which  was  lome  cow-dung ; 
which  confirmed  us,  that  there  was  lome  o- 
ther  way  not  fo  fteep  ;  for  we  imagined  that 
cattle  could  not  keep  their  feet  upon  fuch  a 
fteep  hill.  The  top  of  this  green  hill  was 
near  a  femicircle  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  peak, 
(whofe  top  we  could  not  as  yet  lee,)  as  it 
were  forming  the  fegment  of  a  circle.  We 
fearched,  and  at  laft  difcovered  above  us, 
lome  hewn  fteps  of  a  Hair,  defcribed  by  O- 
learius.  Lieutenant  Ozeroff,  my  brother, 
and  I  purfued  (w  progrefs  upon  crevices  of 
the  rock,  till  we  came  to  the  hewn  fteps, 
which  were  placed  on  different  parts  of  the 
fteep  rock ;  but  where  men  could  get  up 
by  crannies,  there  were  no  fteps.  I  imagine 
there  were  a  hundred  hewn  fteps,  on  the  top 
of  which  was  a  fmall  Iquare,  built  with  brick, 
one  lide  of  which  meafured  four  feet.  From 
this  we  palled  through  the  top  of  the  rock 
from  the  weft  to  the  eaft  lide,  where  there 
was  another  fquare,  built  round  with  a  ftone 
^vall  upon  our  right  hand. 
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Here  we  liftened,  and  heard  the  embafly 
palfing  by,  as  it  were  at  a  great  diftance  from 
us.  There  was  a  paflage  leading  from  where 
we  were,  north  about  ten  paces,  having  the 
rock  on  the  weft:  This  paftage  was  not  a 
foot  and  an  half  broad,  and  we  could  not 
fee  the  bottom  below  us  for  the  mift;  if  we 
had  flipped  w$  rpuft  have  fallen,  God  only 
knows  how  deep;  however,  we  turned  our 
face  to  the  rock,  and  with  all  our  care  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  this  narrow  Way  to  the  north,  where 
an  opening,  through  the  rock  led  us  into  a 
fquare  chamber  on  the  weft  fide,  built  round 
with  ftone.  We  faw  a  book  in  a  hole  of  the 
wall;  we  luppofod  the  writing  was  Arabick; 
but  the  coarfe  paper  was  fo .  ancient,  that 
when  we  endeavoured  to  bend  it,  it  broke 
like  a  piece  of  ftone:  We  eonfulted  whether 
we  ftiould  carry  this  with  us ;  but  concluded, 
that,  as  this  place  was  efteemed  facred  by  the 
inhabitants,  it  would  be  a  d?irne  not  far  fliort 
of  facrilege,  and  therefore  let  it  remain.  Up¬ 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  this  fquare,  lay  on  a  place 
covered  with  ftones,  many  deers  horns,  to 
the  branches  of  which  were  tied  pieces  of  filk 
of  various  colours  j  It  was  faid,  one  of  the 
Mahometan  prophets  was  buried  here.  We 
fired  twice  out  of  a  piftol  from  this  place ;  at 
our  return  we  wondered  that  the  major  and 
his  company  did  not  hear  the  report.  From 
this  pjace  we  faw  the  tops  of  many  high 
mountains,  rearing  their  lofty  heads  far  a- 
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bove  the!  clouds  ;  but  the  mift  at  this  time 
was  far  beneath  us. :  The  inhabitants  affirm¬ 
ed  that  Ararat  was  to  be  feen  from  this  place; 
but,  as  we  had  none  of  them'  with  us,  we 
could  not  tell  whether  we  faw  it  or  not.  By 
the  protection  of  God  we  returned  to  our 
companions  in  all  fafety,  after  having  obfer- 
ved  a  very  great  natural  curiofity,  which  was 
a  cylinder  of  ftone  which  flood  on,  and  was 
part  of  the  fouth  fide  or  end  of  the  peak :  \Ve 
computed  it  to  be  about  three  or  four  fathoms 
in  circumference,  and'  about  fixty  feet  higher 
than  any  part  of  the  peak;  about  one  fourth 
of  its  height  from  the  top  was  a  hole  of  a 
rhomboidal  figure,  from  whence  Olearius 
fays,  water  iflued;  but  though  the  rock  be¬ 
low  this  hole  was  much  blacker  than  the  reft 
of  the  ftone,  we  faw  no  water  running,  nor 
dropping  from  it.  Th$  inhabitants  fay,  that 
when  the  prophet  Elias  fled  from  King  Ahab, 
he  lodged  on  the  top  of  this  rock,  and  that 
he  fmote  the  ftone  pillar  with  his  fpear,  in 
that  place,  that  he  might  get  water,  without 
being  neceflitated  to  go  down  to  the  village  I 
formerly  deferibed ;  and  that  when  he  fmote 
the  ftone  he  flood  upon  the  fquare  built  up¬ 
on  the  top  of  the  ftone  fteps.  To  this  ridi¬ 
culous  ftory  I  made  fome  objections,  fuch  as 
the  height  being  forty  feet  perpendicular  be¬ 
tween  the  bafe  of  the  pillar  and  the  hole  ;  the 
diftance  between  the  bale  of  the  pillar  and 
the  fquare,  being  near  upon  a  level,  was  a- 
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bout  forty  feet;  thefe  confidered would  make 
the  prophet’s  fpear  to  be  more  than  fixty  feefc 
long:  Add  to  this,  that  the  di  (lance  between, 
the  two  acuteft  angles  of  the  hole  being  more 
than  one  foot  and  an  half,  would  make  the 
fpear  fo  weighty  that  it  would  require  the 
flrength  of  one  hundred  men  to  raife  it  up, 
and  far  more  make  a  ftroke:  But  fuppofing 
all  this  true,  the  prophet  would  have  been 
put  to  great  trouble,  and  very  mnch  danger, 
to  get  to  the  root  of  this  cylinder,  upon  the 
top  of  fuch  fteep  ragged  rocks,  &c.  To  all 
which  their  anfwers  were  extremely  eafy,  like 
many  of  our  neighbours.  Wonderful!  un- 
neceflary  miracles,  ufeful  only  to  amule  and 
captivate  the  airy  phancies  of  the  mod  unrea- 
fonable  of  mankind;  wherefore  I  leave  them 
to  their  unconquerable  ignorance. 

After  we  had  defcended  this  wonderful 
hill,  we  mounted  at  the  caravanfary,  and 
rode  to  our  camp  as  fad  as  the  hungry  horj 
les  were  able,  where  at  eight  o’clock  at  night 
we  met  with  a  very  cold  reception  from  the 
prince;  but  as  the  major  was,  by  his  office; 
regulator  of  the  embafly,  he  was  obliged  to 
(land  a  butt  for  us  all ;  however,  he  foon  fled 
the  field,  and  went  to  bed  fupperlefs,  where  I 
do  not  think  he  was  much  opprefled  with 
fleep.  My  appetite,  by  long  falling,  riding, 
and  other  fatigue,  was  keen  fet ;  and  I  was 
determined  even  to  take  the  bit,  and  lend  a 
deaf  ear  to  all  the  prince’s  anger,  which,  I 
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knew  well,  proceeded  purely  from  his  father  • 
ly  rare  of  fuch  unthinking  youths  as  we  were* 
In  giving  fome  account  of  our  expedition,  I 
was  not  long  in  railing  a  general  laugh  a- 
gainft  the  engineer,  Mr  Shmariggin,  who  ran 
off  with  my  piftol  for  fear,  as  I  faid,  of 
ftones;  for  we  had  feen  but  two  or  three 
wild  people.  Dr  Lerch  gave  a  blundering 
account  of  his  having  entered  a  cave  fome 
where  about  the  bale  of  the  peak,  where  he 
law  many  natives,  men,  women,  and  chil¬ 
dren,  with  their  cows,  and  fome  hens ;  but, 
being  quite  fatigued,  was  obliged  to  return 
without  accompKfhing  his  defires.  This  ac¬ 
count  of  the  do&or's  had  almoft  kindled  the 
prince’s  anger  the  fecond  time }  however,  it 
was  diverted  by  other  difcourfe. 

On  the  5th,  we  travelled  fouth  thro’  a  hilly 
ground,  over  ridges  of  rock,  of  a  dark  co¬ 
loured,  foft  grained  ftone,  lying  eaft  and  weft 
in  many  places  about  forty  verfts,  the  rock 
edging  upwards.  We  palled  by  a  hill  like  a 
cone  on  our  right,  in  form  of  a  lugar-loaf  j 
many  fmall  hills  of  a  red  colour j  and  many 
black  thick  naphtha  fprings ;  We  palled  a 
caravanlary  on  our  left,  and  encamped  on 
the  fide  of  a  rivulet  of  very  muddy  water, 
where  was  another  very  good  caravanfary ; 
on  the  north  fide  of  this  rivulet  were  feveral 
naphtha  fprings ;  and  to  the  eaft  a  hill  of  dif¬ 
ferent  colours. 

Bb  b  On 
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On  the  6th,  we  proceeded  eaft  and  by 
fouth,  about  thirty  verfts  farther,  palled  two 
caravanfaries ;  and  about  feven  verfts  diftant 
from  Baku,  I  vifited  fundry  pure  clear  naph- 
tha  wells,  near  a  ruined  village  and  caravan* 
fary :  The  naphtha  was  very  clear  and  pure, 
Boating  on  the  furface  of  the  pureft  water, 
from  which  the  natives  fkimmed  it  off,  and 
bottled  it  up,  well  corked,  for  ufe  ;  it  is  very 
little  different  in  colour  from  the  water,  and 
I  believe  nothing  is  more  volatile.  Thefe  wells 
fmell  ftrongly  of  the  naphtha  at  a  confidera- 
ble  diftance ;  and  the  profits  arifing  to  the  in* 
habitants,  who  collected  it  in  former  times, 
has  been  fo  great,  as  to  encourage  them  to 
furround  thefe  fix  wells  with  ftones  well  po- 
lifhed,  to  contain  the  water  in  litde  bounds  ; 
but  at  prefent  the  few  inhabitants  living  here 
are  fo  poor,  that  I  queftion  if  they  all  toge¬ 
ther  can  produce  the  value  of  one  crown 
piece.  They  appear  to  be  only  living  fkele- 
tons  covered  with  fkin.  The  naphtha  is  ac- 
counted among  the  natives  inferior  not  to  any 
thing  known,  ufed  as  embrocations,  for  re¬ 
moving  pains:  The  Perfians  imagine,  that 
taken  inwardly  it  is  poifonous ;  but  I  knew 
an  Armenian,  a  ftrong  man  indeed,  who 
drank  off  a  large  quantity,  taking  it  for  fpi- 
rits ;  it  made  him  feverifh  for  a  fhort  time, 
but  did  no  other  harm.  At  a  little  diftance 
eaft  from  thefe  wells  is  a  fmall  pool,  upon 
Which  duck  black  naphtha  floats,  from  three 
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to  five  inches  deep  above  the  water;  the  black 
naphtha  fmells  like  the  white.  In  the  even* 
ing  we  arrived  fafe,  and  encamped  upon  the 
north  (ide  of  Baku,  where  we  (laid  till  the 
1 2th  day  of  February. 

Baku  is  fituated  in  forty  degrees,  eighty 
minutes  north  latitude,  and  fifty  degrees  eaft 
longitude ;  is  a  very  fmall  city,  built  upon 
the  fide  of  the  Cafpian,  of  the  figure  of  a  fe- 
micircle,  inclofed  by  a  high  ftrong  wall,  for¬ 
tified  with  baftions,  but  altogether  irregular; 
wherefore  the  Ruffians,  when  it  was  in  their 
pofleffion,  made  an  out-wall  very  regular, 
well  ftrengthened  with  good  baftions,  all  of 
ftone  work;  without  which  they  formed  a 
broad  deep  dry  ditch ;  but  the  Perfians  not 
knowing  the  ufefulnefs  of  thefe  works,  have 
abandoned  them,  tho*  in  good  repair,  and 
remain  within  their  old  ufelefs  wall.  In  this 
city  was  a  palace,  a  noble  pile  of  building,  all 
of  ftone  work,  part  of  it  yet  (landing  ;  the 
reft  was  deftroyed  by  the  Ruffian  bombs, 
when  they  befieged  it  from  the  fea.  It  is 
faid,  that  none  of  the  Perfians  had  ever  feen 
a  bomb  before  this  fiege :  That  in  the  evening 
when  the  bomb-catch  was  warped  into  their 
harbour,  and  properly  ftationed,  they  began 
to  throw  bombs  into  the  city ;  (ome  of  them 
fell  in  the  market-place,  about  which  many 
of  the  inhabitants  gathered,  wondering  what 
it  could  mean,  which  the  burfting  of  them 
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foon  difcovered,  with  the  burning  and  dc- 
ftru&ion  of  their  houfes. 

The  governor  of  the  city,  who  was  admi¬ 
ral,  fent  to  the  prince  to  defire,  that  our  men 
and  officers  might  be  reftrained  from  going 
into  the  city  at  any  time  in  great  numbers. 
This  was  agreed  to:  They  were  probably  a- 
fraid  that  we  had  fome  defign  to  feize  it, 
which,  if  we  had,  .would  not  have  proved 
difficult,  confidering  that  a  great  number  of 
our  men,  and  all  the  Talkoners,  attending 
the  horfes  and  prefents,  were  in  the  city. 
Great  fields  of  faffron  were  planted  here; 
but  we  had  no  fewel  whatfoever,and  the  wea¬ 
ther  proved  extremely  cold  from  a  fharp 
north  wind.  The  inhabitants  make  ufe  of 
no  other  fewel  than  black  naphtha*  baked  up 
with  a  little  dry  earth  and  fand,  which,  thus 
mixed,  they  form  into  balls  about  the  bignefs 
of  hand  granadoes,  three  of  which,  they  af¬ 
firm,  are  fufficient  to  heat  an  oven  for 
baking  their  bread,  which  finells  very  diia- 
greeably;  but  we  were  obliged  to  eat  of  it 
daily.  Naphtha  and  faffron  compofe  the 
ftaple  trade  from  this  port.  Many  provinces 
on  the  Cafpian  fea  ufe  no  other  fewel  than 
black  naphtha;  they  burn  it  alfo  in  their 
lamps.  *■ 

Some  confufion  happened  to  break  out  a- 
mong  the  mountaineers  called  Lefgees;  this 
was  the  caufe,  that  Ami  Ruflan  Khan  was 
obliged  to  leave  us  with  the  greateft  part  of 
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his  forces,  whom  we  never  faw  after  this. 
Upon  the  heights,  at  lome  diftance  from  Ba¬ 
ku, -are  fome  watch-towers,  fuch  as  thofe 
near  Derbent.  I  went  one  day  to  hunt  with 
fome  of  our  gentlemen  on  the  hilb  of  Apfhe- 
ron,  fituated  about  four  verfts  north  from 
Baku,  where  we  killed  fome  antelopes,  and  a 
hare:  The  north  fide  of  the£e  hills,  near  the 
fea,  is  very  fteep, extremely  high,  and  fright- 
fome  to  look  down  upon  the  plains  below: 
From  this  we  had  an  imperfeft  diftant  view 
of  the  fquare  where  the  everlafting  fire  was 
kept. 

I  fhall  not  take  up  the  reader’s  timei;o  give 
an  account  of  Zoroafter,  nor  his  fucceflors, 
who  were  the  firft  worfhippdrs  of  fire,  as  Mr 
Hanway  has  done,  nor  follow  his  example, 
in  defcribing  feveral  arched  temples  of  ten  or 
fifteen  feet  liigh,  which  at  prefent  have  no 
exiftence,  and  probably  never  had,  nor  will 
I  take  upon  me  to  defcribe  a  horizontal  gap 
in  the  cleft  of  a  rock,  two  feet  deep  from  the 
ground,  near  fix  long,  and  about  three  feet 
broad,  out  of  which,  he  fays,  iffii&s  a  con- 
ftant  flame,  which  rifeth,  when  the  wind 
blows,  eight  feet  high,  but  burns  lower  when 
it  is  calm  weather,  and  how  the  inhabitants 
burn  lime  with  this  wonderful  holy  fire  j  be* 
caufe  all  thefe  prodigies  were  invifible  to  e- 
very  one  of  our  gentlemen ;  nor  did  the 
priefts,  who  were  very  ready  to  fhow  our 
people  every  curiofity,  fay  any  thing  about 

them. 

Digitized  by  Google 


382  VOYAGES  AND 

them,  neither  were  fuch  wopders  known  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Baku,  nor  to  the  chiefs  of 
the  Perfian  army,  with  whom  we  converfed 
daily,  and  made  all  poffible  enquiry  about 
their  wonders  and  curiofities.  But  here 
follows  a  very  true  account  of  what  is  to  be 
found  worth  notice  there. 

On  the  1 1  th,  our  ambafTador  with  many 
of  his  gentlemen  went  to  fee  this  famous 
fire.  After  they  had  pafTed  over  the  hills  in¬ 
to  the  plain  on  the  north  fide  of  them,  di- 
ftant  from  Baku  about  five,  or  at  moft  fix 
verfts,  they  entered  into  a  ftnall  fquare  dike, 
built  with  ftone,  the  area  of  which  would 
fcarcely  be  half  an  acre  of  ground,  Scots 
meafure.  The  foil  was  a  pure  fluxible  fand. 
Within  this  area,  was  a  well  of  fpring  water, 
the  furface  of  which  was  covered  over  with 
pure  white  naphtha  :  but  a  few  inches  lower 
than  the  general  furface  of  the  fandy  area. 
Our  company  only  faw  one  poor  room,  where 
thefe  wonderful  works  are  faid  to  be  feen, 
mid  another  mean  apartment  where  the  vota¬ 
ries  lived,  the  number  of  whom  at  that  time 
did  not  exceed  forty.  They  gladly  intro¬ 
duced  our  gentlemen  into  the  room  I  fpoke 
of  above,  where  was  a  place  apart,  like  our 
hearths,  which  you  may,  with  Hanway,  call 
their  altar :  In  this,  being  pure  fand,  were 
placed  a  few  hollow  reeds :  One,  by  way  of 
pre-eminence,  was  in  the  middle,  and  larger 
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than  the  reft,  to  which  other  reeds  were 
clofely  joined,  fo  as  to  form  three  openings 
at  the  top,  out  of  which  iftued  three  pale 
blue  flames.  At  this  time,  fome  of  thefe 
reeds  were  extinguifhed :  But,  that  the  am* 
baflador  and  hb  company  might  lee  them 
all  at  work,  they  brought  a  veflel  with  pure 
naphtha,  and  poured  fome  of  it  on  the 
fand  about  the  reed,  and  with  a  bit  of  burn¬ 
ing  paper  fet  the  naphtha  exhaling  through 
the  reed  on  fire.  This  is  a  true  account  of  the 
everlafting  fire  at  Apfheron ;  all  other  ftorie9 
wrote  about  it,  by  which  they  have  impofed 
upon  the  world,  never  before  detected,  as 
far  as  I  know,  are  groundlefs  :  And  indeed, 
it  is  to  be  lamented  that  bodies  of  credulous, 
other  ways  learned  men,  fhould  fubmit  to  be 
fo  grofsiy  impofed  upon,  by  falfe  and  fabu¬ 
lous  accounts  of  things. 

There  are  a  few  iflands  eaft  from  Apfhe¬ 
ron  yielding  plenty  of  the  different  naph¬ 
thas  called  in  the  Ruffian  language  Svetot 
Oftrophi,  or  Holy  iflands :  I  know  of  no¬ 
thing  more  remarkable  about  Baku,  except 
that  its  port  for  fmall  veflels  b  juftly  eftcem- 
ed  the  beft  on  the  Cafpian,  being  defended 
from  the  fury  of  the  fea  by  fome  iflands 
on  the  eaft,  which  break  the  force  of  the 
waves. 


CHAP. 
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A  Continuation  of  the  Jmbatfador’i  Journey  to 
Sbamacbee . 

HAVING  taken  our  horfes  and  the  reft 
of  the  prefents  for  the  Shach,  out  of 
this  city,  and  put  on  board  one  of  the  go¬ 
vernment’s  (hips  to  be  Cent  for  Aftrachan  all 
the  baggage  we  could  fpare,  with  our  deep¬ 
ing  waggons,  we  marched  from  this  poor 
city,  with  our  half  ftarved  horfes  on  the  1 2th, 
and  encamped  near  the  caravanfary  which 
we  palled  by  on  the  6th.  This  day,  at 
this  place,  we  fpent  in  fitting  every  thing 
for  carriage. 

On  the  i  jth,  in  the  morning,  being  very 
tempeftuous  weather,  we  marched  (outh 
and  by  eaft,  through  the  valleys  amongft 
high  hills,  whofe  fummits  were  black  with 
naphtha,  rill  we  came  to  the  fea-lhore,  or 
rather  a  lake  bordering  upon  it,  having  a 
pyramidical  rock  in  the  middle  of  it :  Wc 
travelled  over  fea-glafs  in  many  places,  and 
pafled  by  two  caravanfarys,  and  turning 
fomewhat  more  wefterly,  encamped  near  a 
very  grand  caravanfary  at  the  fide  of  the 
fea,  where  are  two  wells  clofe  together,  co¬ 
vered  with  (lone;  the  one  contains  very 
frelh  water,  the  other  falttfh:  Here  we  re¬ 
mained 
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ifriained  dll  night,  having  travelled  no  fewer 
than  thirty  verfts,  with  our  fatigued  hungry 
horfes. 

On  the  f  4th,  \Ve  rtiarched  thirty  verfts 
this  day,  directing  our  courfe  two  miles 
wefterly,  by  the  fide  of  a  very  barrenr  hilU 
We  palled  through  a  fivef,  over  which  was 
built  a  (lately  bridge  of  hewn  ftorfe,  confid¬ 
ing  only  of  one  large  arch  ;  parted  by,  and 
Over,  leveral  ftony  hills,  ana  great  plenty  of 
pure  fea-glafs,  the  moil  excellent  i  ever  law, 
filch  as  lanthorns  are  frequently  made  of. 
We,  having  paired  many  mountains,  conti¬ 
nued  our  march  next  Over  fottle  arable  lands. 
We  palled  by  a  Very  high  hill,  at  ho  great 
diftance,  to  the  fotlth  and  a  (mall  caravan- 
faiy  on  the  nOrth.  This  hill  Was  round  near 
the  top,  but  the  very  fummh  looked  as  if  It 
had  been  cut  through  frofft  fouth  to  north 
by  a  deep  folia.-1  We  were  told  that  In  the 
year  1728,  it  vomited  fire,  and  that  it  con¬ 
tinued  tO  fmoke  for  a  long  time  after  that*.- 
I  would  gladly  have  vifited  it,  but  was  pre¬ 
vented  by  a  broad  long  lake  between  if  and 
our  road.  Near  the  end  of  this  day’s  jour¬ 
ney  we  pafifed  another  mountain  at  no  great 
diftance-  on  the  north,  which,  the  fun  Hunt¬ 
ing  bright,  fparkled  Hke  diamonds.  Dr 
Lerch,  Mr  Rafe,  and  I-  rode  towards  it?, 
where  we  found  fome  fea-glafs  and  many 
large  pieces  of  natural  cryftal.  I  collected 
tnany,  but  they  were  ftolen  from  me  after- 
C  c  c  ’  wards. 
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wards.  We  palled  a  narrow  deep  river  ©- 
ver  a  fmall  Hone  bridge,  and  encamped  on 
the  north  weft  fide  of  it ;  where  the  ground 
was  all  burrowed  with  fnakes  ;  for  which 
reafon  I  palled  the  night  without  much 
fleep. 

On  the  1 5th,  we  let  out  at  right  o'clock 
A.  M.  and  marched  down  by  the  fide  of 
tins  fmall  rivulet,  having  riling  ground  on 
our  left.  We  now  directed  our  courle  W. 
N.  W.  or  thereabout,  occafioned  by  the 
mountains,  till  we  came  to  a  meanly  forti¬ 
fied  city,  called  Navagic,  palling  by  the  in¬ 
habitants,  who  were  encamped  about  a  mile 
©n  the  fouth  fide  of  it;  they  were  very  poor. 
But  perceiving,  at  a  corner  of  their  camp, 
fomething  like  a  fold,  Mr  Cherkefloff  and  I 
rode  up  to  the  entry  which  was  clofed;  there 
We  law  three  very  beautiful  women  feparat- 
ing  the  reeds  with  their  hands,  of  which 
this  fold  was  made,  to  get  a  view  of  our 
men  as  they  palled  by.  One  of  them  not 
perceiving  us,  went  into  a  fmall  hut,  the 
door  of  which  was  open  to  us.  She  fell  down 
on  her  knees  with  her  face  to  us,  and  finotc 
her  breaft  twice  with  violence,  but  at  lali 
perceiving  us  gazing  at  her,  gave  a  fliriek, 
upon  which  the  other  two  threw  their  vails 
over  their  faces,  and  lied  into  the  fartheft 
.part  of  the  hut.  The  woman  who  finote 
her  breaft  was  a  very  great  beauty.  She 
Bowever  had  no  fooner  given  the  alarm  than 

a  Per* 
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•a  Perfian  came  briskly  towards  die  gate,  in 
a  threatening  manner.  Then  Mr  Cherkefioff, 
who  underdood  their  language  well,  defired 
me  to  get  ready  a  piftol :  I  did  To,  as  did 
he,  and  this  put  a  ftop  to  his  fuiy  ;  he  then 
ftood  and  defired  us  to  be  gone;  telling  U9 
that  in  Perfia,  it  was  looked  upon  in  a  very 
ill  light  to  be  gazing  upon  other  men’s 
wives.  Mr  CherkeflofF  and  he  argued  the 
matter,  and  I  believe  we  parted  good  friends. 
Mr  Cherkefloff  find, that  he  believed  that  the 
woman  who  fmote  her  bread  was  a  Chriftian, 
and  probably  bewailed  her  condition :  If 
file  was,  file  was  much  to  be  pitied,  and  if 
file  had  made  her  retreat  to  our  camp,  I  am 
perfuaded  (he  would  have  been  protected . 
When  we  had  palled  the  city,  we  rode 
over  a  very  high  mountain,  and  with 
fome  difficulty  led  our  horles  down  the 
fouth  fide,  where  it  was  very  deep,  and 
encamped  upon  the  fide  of  a  frefii  water 
lake.  The  Prince  and  dragoons  were  ob¬ 
liged  to  go  a  confiderable  way  about,  by  the 
north  end  of  this  hill  3  becaufe  it  was  impol- 
fible  for  his  coach  to  drive  over  it.  As  we 
were  coming  down  the  hills,  we  (aw  about 
four  hundred  women,  riding  from  a  city 
called  Salian  to  the  Perfians  who  efcorted  us, 
It  was  (aid  that  they  were  (oldiers  wives  j 
but  I  rather  believe  they  were  lewd  women, 
who,  for  a  fmall  tax,  are  permitted  to  be  any 
man’s  bedrfellow,  and  protected  by  the  go- 
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vrrnment  in  Perfiaj  but  we  were  told,  thu* 
they  were  obliged  £p  offer  their  fervices  to 
ghach-s  army  when  it  happened  to  pais  any 
city  where  they  lived.  We  acquainted  the 
prince,  that  we  had  Teen  a  great  number  of 
fiich  ladies  i  upon  which  he  gave  orders  that 
the  centinels  ifiould  permit  pone  of  them  to 
come  into  oijr  camp  ia  the  night-time  ;  but, 
t  few  days  had  not  paired,  when  we.  were 
well  afiured  that  fome  of  pur  young  men 
had  been  familiarly  acquainted  with  fome  of 
them  that  night  j  and  the  greateft  part  .of 
them  returned  to  Salian  early  next  morning. 

We  travelled  from  this  qn  the  1 6th,  thro* 
9.  very  low  fandy  foil,  nearly  north  north- 
weft,  having  palled  through  all  the  moun¬ 
tains  of  Caucalus.  We  ftill  kept  the  other 
fide  of  the  fame  mountains  on  our  right  hand, 
and  morafles  and  lakes  on  our  left ;  here 
Was  great  variety  of  game.  We  encamped, 
having  travelled  more  than  twenty  verfts,  on 
the  fide  of  a  lake,  where  were  very  many 
antelopes  and  wild  fwine. 

On  the  17th,  we  proceeded  from  this  a- 
bout  eight  o’clock  A.  M.  twenty-four  verfts 
only  through  a  dirty  deep  clay  ground, 
which  fatigued  our  camels  ajtid  horfes  ex* 
ceedingly,  and  encamped  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  the  fame  marfh  1  fppke  of  yefterday, 
which  now  pujt  on  the  appearance  of  a 
great  river.  We  let  up  our  tents  upon 
a  riling  ground,  from  whence,  the  atmo* 
sphere  being  very  ferene,  we  got  a  view  of 
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die  frozen  hoary  top$  of  fome  of  the  higheft 
in  Caucafus,  of  which  a  prince,  named 
Shymei  is  Lord,  and  reigns  independent  of 
any  other,  and  has  hitherto  been  unconquer¬ 
able. 

Nadif  {Jhach  difdained  the  advice  given 
him  by  his  experienced  generals,  and  the 
wifeft  of  his  counfel,  who  endeavoured  to 
difliiade  him  from  profecuting  a  project  he 
had  formed  to  reduce  this  chieftain,  who,  at 
no  time,  is  able  to  tafce  the  field  with  an  ar¬ 
my  exceeding  five  thoufand  men.  In  vain 
did  they  reprefent  the  ftupenduous  height  and 
dangerous  fteepnefs  of  thefe  frozen  headed 
hills,  the  impoflibility  of  procuring  provifions 
for  men,  and  of  taking  the  fmallefl  artillery 
with  them ;  the  unformountable  difficulties 
in  palling  fueh  precipices  of  froft,  well  de¬ 
fended  againft  all  oppofition  by 'many  im¬ 
pregnable  forts,  and  the  hardieft  people  in 
the  world,  inured  from  their  infancy  to  all 
hardfhips,  accounting  difficulties  and  dan¬ 
gers  delightful,  who  not  only  with  eafe  bailed 
all  attempts  formed  againft  them  by  his  great 
predecefter,  Abbas  the  Great,  but  had  the  rc- 
folution  to  gaul  his  own  armies  whenever 
they  palled  this  way, 

Their  arguments  availed  nothing;  he  had 
humbled  the  Turks,  conquered  India,  Bucha- 
ria,  and  Chiva,  and  was  determined  to  hum- 
.  ble,  or  annihilate  the  race  of  Shymei :  That 
he  might  be  an  eye-witnels  of  the  bravery  of 
his  troops,  and  have  the  direction  of  every 
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thing  needful,  heputhimfelf  at  the  head  of 
twenty  thoufand  of  his  beft  men,  and  mount- 
ed  the  hills;  but  returned  in  about  four  or  five 
days  thereafter,  with  foarcely  four  thoufand 
men,  in  great  mifery,  being  wounded,  be¬ 
numbed,  quite  fatigued,  and  ftarved  with 
hunger. 

On  die  1 8th,  we  profecuted  our  journey 
through  deep  clay  ground,  and  after  we  had 
palTed  by  three  villages  in  ruins,  and  a  few 
inconfiderable  brooks,  we  encamped  upon 
the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  the  new  Shamachee. 
Nadir  Shach  had  deftroyed  old  Shamachee, 
fituated  fifteen  verfts  among  ft:  the  hills  tothe 
north-eaft,  and  built  this  new  town.  We  tra¬ 
velled  north-weft  by  north  twenty  verfts  this 
day  in  a  continued  rain. 

We  remained  in  this  camp  till  the  28th, 
The  remaining  part  of  this  day  was  taken  up 
in  fecuripg  our  tents  with  ropes,  and  making 
finall  trenches  about  every  one  of  them,  to 
protect  us  from  the  violence  of  wind  and  rain, 
to  which  we  very  foon  experienced  this  place 
very  fubjp<ft.  Thofe  who  did  not  follow  the 
advice  given,  had  their  tents  thrown  down, 
and  thofe  who  did  not  form  a  (mall  trench 
about  their  tents,  in  a  fhort  time,  were  obliged 
to  fit  or  ly  upon  the  wet  floor,  and  ibme- 
times  the  water  ran  down  the  declining  green 
plain  in  fuch  a  quantity,  that  it  would  have 
reached  above  one’s  ancles.  Such  heavy 
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Hidden  rains  are  only  to  be  feen  here  and  in 
Giland. 


C  HAP,  XXVII. 

A  Defcription  of  Shamachee ,  and  an  Account 
of  what  happened  till  we  pajfed  the  Cura • 

THIS  Shamachee  is  a  very  new  city/  one 
of  Nadir  Shach’s  building,  diftant,  as  we 
were  told,  fifteen  verfts  only  from  old  Sha* 
machee.  It  is  fituated  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
Caucafus,  immediately  under  the  hill,  on  a 
plain  ground,  in  form  of  a  parallelogram. 
The  fouth  and  north  fides  of  the  high  bride 
walls  are  ftrengthened  by  ten  baftions  each, 
difhmt  the  one  from  the  other  forty  paces. 
Without  the  brick  wall  was  a  high  rampart  of 
earth,  and  a  broad  ditch  almoft  filled  up  with 
naftinefs.  The  eaft  and  weft  fides  ate 
ftrengthened  by  nine  baftions  each.  No  can* 
non  are  mounted  on  the  walls.  Three  prin¬ 
cipal  ftreets  run  from  fouth  to  north  in 
ftraight  lines :  They  are  but  narrow,  all  pa¬ 
ved,  and  interfered  by  a  number  of  fmall 
lanes,  at  right  angles,  from  eaft  to  weft, 
A  large  fquare  is  formed  in  the  middle  of  the 
city  for  their  market-place,  in  which  we  law 
a  very  few  fmall  iron  cannons.  This  city 
was  more  populous  than  both  Derbent  and 
$aku  put  together,  and  yet  I  imagine  there 
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-are  few  villages  in  Scotland,  confiding  of  one 
hundred  houfes,  which  are  not  more  popu¬ 
lous  than  it  was,  and  this  was  but  of  Oiort 
duration.  We  law  not  a  good  houfe  in  the 
Whole  city*  and  but  a  feW  miferable  caravan- 
fa  rays.  The  city  b  inhabited  by  a  very  few 
Perfians,  Armenians,  Georgians,  Indians, 
and  Tartars.  The  day  before  we  left  thb 
place,  in  company  with  Mr  Bernhour,  Dr 
Lerch,  Mr  Raafe,  an  interpreter*  and  a  few 
of  our  dragoons*  having  obtained  leave  of 
the  prince,  I  vifited  thb  city*  and  found  it  to 
anfwer  the  above  defcriptiori. 

As  we  palTed  through  the  dreets,  we  law 
the  diftreded  inhabitants*  amongd  whom 
were  the  principal  merchants,  marked  with 
various  appearances  of  mifery.  Some  were 
feverely  badinadoed  on  the  foies  of  the 
feet ;  others  were  fitting  on  the  fides  of  the 
dreets,  with  their  necks  inclofed  in  triangles 
of  wood*  and  their  right  hands  fecured  in  a 
hole  made  at  one  of  the  angles,  referred 
for  the  like  torture.  Every  one  of  them 
complained  of  want  and  hunger;  and  ad 
this  cruelty,  horrid  to  human  nature,  was 
inflicted  to  extort  from  them  more  money 
than  they  could  poflibly  raife. 

We,  being  very  much  fatigued  with  walk¬ 
ing,  went  into  a  caravanfara,  and  entered  a 
filver^fmith’s  (hop.  The  poor  people,  Armeni¬ 
ans,  offered  us  each  a  drink  of  excellent  wa¬ 
ter* 
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ter,  which  was  mod  agreeable  to  .us.  As  we 
could  not  (peak  but  by  an  interpreter,  the 
people  were  Ihy  to  give  an  account  of  the 
caufe  of  all  this  cruelty,  but  told  us  that  rna* 
ny  of  the  inhabitants  had  fealed  up  their 
ihops  and  fled,  as  they  thought  to  the  moun¬ 
tains  :  They  laid,  that  the  Perlians  feldom 
deftroyed  leals,  though  they  made  no  helita- 
tion  to  break  open  locks.  When  we  were 
fitting  there,  a  very  reverend  like  old  Arme¬ 
nian  merchant,  with  a  gray  beard,  came  to 
us,  and,  in  good  Rullian  language,  entreat¬ 
ed  us  to  go  into  his  (hop,  where  it  was  more 
convenient  to  eafe  our  wearied  limbs.  We 
followed  him,  at  which  he  exprefled  great  fa- 
tisfa&ion. 

We  were  no  looner  leated,  than  he  order¬ 
ed  a  young  man  to  dig  the  ground  in  the 
middle  of  the  (hop.  About  a  foot  deep,  he 
difcovered  the  cover  of  a  large  earthen  jar  ; 
he  carefully  took  the  earth  away,  and  a 
cement  which  joined  it  to  the  body  ;  thele 
Impediments  being  removed,  in  a  large  flag- 
gon,  he  prefented  us  with  the  moll  agreeable 
red  wine  I  ever  tailed,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
no  Burgundy  was  comparable  to  it,  far  ex¬ 
ceeding  any  wine  I  had  ever  tailed  ;  even,  in 
our  opinion,  Ihirafs,  the  moll  famed  wine 
in  Perlia,  was  nothing  in  companion  to  it. 
A  very  fmall  quantity  of  this,  being  a  rich 
cordial,  not  only  made,  us  loon  forget  our 
fatigue,  but  inlpired  us  with  brilknefs  and 
D  d  d  courage 
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courage  enough  to  apprehend  no  danger  and 
rifle  any  thing.  The  old  Armenian  al To  re¬ 
galed  our  dragoons  plentifully,  but  he  drank 
very  little  :  He  faid,  that  he  had  made  this 
wine  from  dried  grapes  about  four  years  be¬ 
fore  we  came  there,  and  was  very  well  plea- 
fed  that  it  was  fo  good,  faying,  that  he  never 
had  opened  the  head  of  the  jar  fince  it  was 
firft  cemented.  When  our  landlord  obferved 
that  the  wine  had  warmed  our  fenfes,  he  told 
us  that  he  properly  was  a  Ruflian  fubjedf,  ha¬ 
ving  been  born  in  Allrachan,  but  that  he  had 
been  long  in  Perfia  ;  that  he  was  in  great 
danger  of  being  feized  and  tortured  by  the 
Periians  ;  that  hitherto  he  had  cfcaped  their 
tyranny,  by  declaring  that  he  was  a  Ruflian 
fubjedt,  and  would  claim  the  protedtion  of 
the  Ruflian  ambaflador ;  but,  he  faid,  that 
after  the  ambaflador  was  gone,  they  would 
put  their  threats  in  execution,  and  he  could 
by  no  means  get  out  of  the  city,  the  two 
gates  of  which,  one  was  on  the  fouth  and 
the  other  on  the  north,  were  kept  ftridtly 
watched  day  and  night,  to  prevent  any  of 
the  inhabitants  from  making  their  eicape. 

We  having  heard  what  he  had  to  fay,  pro- 
mi  fed  to  take  him  to  our  camp.  This  being 
what  he  much  defired,  he  put  up  fome  va¬ 
luable  things,  locked  and  fealed  his  door ; 
and  having  given  fome  directions  to  his  fer- 
vant,  went  with  us. 

At 
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At  the  gate  the  Perfians  attempted  to  lay 
Hold  of  him.  Our  dragoons,  by  the  cap¬ 
tain’s  order,  drew  their  broad  fwords,  and 
ftood  on  their  defence.  At  firft  they  knock¬ 
ed  down  a  few  of  them  with  their  fwords, 
and  the  reft  let  us  pafs.  The  interpreter 
told  them,  that  he  was  a  Ruffian  fubjeCt,  go¬ 
ing  to  pay  hisrefpeCts  to  the  ambaftador. 
Next  morning  a  complaint  was  made 
of  our  behaviour.  The  ambaftador  pro¬ 
tected  the  man,  but  privately  reproved 
us,  and  difeharged  us  from  intermeddling  in 
the  peoples  affairs  for  the  future,  though  he 
was  not  ill  plealed,  after  we  had  informed 
him  of  every  tiling  which  we  obferved. 

Loud  complaints  having  been  made  by 
the  ambaftador  againft  Ami  Rufslan  Khan, 
and  the  governor  of  Derbent  to  Nadir  Shach, 
who  was  now  quelling  a  formidable  rebellion 
which  had  broke  out  in  Kirmania,  on  the 
fouth  of  Perfia ;  thefe  complaints  were  fent 
to  him  by  our  Captain  Poflet,  who  returned 
here  in  company  with  Kulipha  chief  prieft  of 
Perfia,  and  one  of  the  Shach’s  principal 
counfellors,  who  had  formerly  refided  many 
years  ambaftador  from  Perfia  at  the  court  of 
St  Peterfburgh,  and  fpoke  the  Ruffian  lan¬ 
guage  tolerably.  This  Kulipha  condemned 
the  l'ardar  and  governor’s  conduct,  difap- 
proving  of  every  thing  they  had  done  ;  tell¬ 
ing  the  prince,  that  no  better  could  have  been 
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expelled  from  them,  feeing  they  were  no 
better  than  Ifliecks,  which  is  the  moft  difi- 
refpeftful  word  in  Perfia ;  and  the  per- 
fon  who  ufes  the  expreflion  is  understood 
to  hold  them,  of  whom  he  fpeaks,  in  the  ut- 
mofl  contempt  ;  it  Signifying  afles.  Kuli- 
pha  faid,  that  they  were  intrepid,  refolute 
Soldiers,  which  was  the  reafon  that  the  Shach 
had  railed  them  to  fuch  high  Stations  ;  buc 
that  an  order  was  making  out  to  put  the  go¬ 
vernor  to  death,  for  having  caufed  murder 
.the  Ruffian  Circadian,  formerly  taken  notice 
of.  He  promiled,  on  his  part,  to  find  the 
prince  and  his  retinue  in  every  thing,  as  far 
as  was  in  his  power  ;  but  with  a  down  call 
countenance  faid,  that  Perfia  was  in  mourn¬ 
ing;  and  acknowledged  the  impoflibility  of 
providing  for  fuch  a  brilliant  embafly,  from  fo 
glorious  a  monarch  as  the  Emprefs  of  Ruifia, 
in  the  manner  he  could  have  wilhed:  And 
concluded  by  faying,  that  the  Shach  would 
not  fail  to  manifest  his  goodnefs,  by  the 
great  prefents  which  he  was  defigned  to  make 
to  the  prince, .and  alfo  to  his  followers.  He 
then  produced,  as  he  faid,  a  letter  from  the 
Shach  to  the  ambaflador,  inclofed  in  a  green 
filk  purie,  wrought  with  gold  ;  placed  it  on 
his  forehead,  as  a  mark  of  the  greateft  re- 
fpe<ft,  and  offered  it  to  the  prince,  who 
would  not  touch  it,  but  defired  Kulipha  to 
lay  it  on  the  table,  faying  that  he  had  been 
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informed  that  the  Sophies  of  Perfia  ufod  to 
fend  orders  and  different  kinds  of  mandates 
to  foreign  ambafTadcrs  ;  but  that  he  was  a 
plenipotentiary,  and  reprefented  the  per- 
fon  of  the  Emprefs,  and  was  determined 
never  to  receive  any  orders,  unlefs  he 
was  fo  commanded  by  his  own  Emprefs ; 
and  ended  his  dilcourfe  by  faying,  that  he 
would  iooner  lofe  all  above  his  fhoulders  than 
fubmit  to  fucb  indignity  :  And  thus  they 
parted. 

Next  morning,  before  we  proceeded  on 
our  journey,  the  prince  fent  for  Kulipha, 
and  warmly  reproached  him,  for  endeavour- 
ing  to  deceive  him  at  the  very  firft  inter¬ 
view  ;  telling  him,  that  it  w^s  no  letter,  but 
a  mandate  ;  and  ordered  him  to  take  it  up, 
and  make  what  ufe  of  it  he  pleafed  ;  afliir- 
ing  him,  that  none  had  touched  it,  except 
his  fecretary ;  and  in  a  ferious  manner,  for¬ 
bade  him  to  behave  fo  for  the  future. 

This  weighty  affair  being  ended,  wefet  out 
fromShamachee  on  the  28th  of  February,  and 
travelled  only  fifteen  verfts  fouth,  through  a 
marfhy  plain,  and  encamped  on  the  banks 
of  a  dirty  brook. 

March  1  ft,  we  fet  out  at  eight  o’clock  A. 
M.  and  travelled  only  fifteen  verfts  farther, 
over  a  fandy  foil,  not  being  able  to  pro¬ 
ceed  through  a  morafs  till  the  roads  were 
repaired,  and  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the 
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fore-mentioned  brook,  and  fide  of  the  mo- 
rafs.  Here  we  found  great  variety  of  game. 

This  day  we  were  informed,  that,  in  the 
night-time,  after  we  left  Shamachee,  the  Lef- 
gees  entered  that  city  without  refinance,  and 
carried  off  all  the  miferable  inhabitants,  and 
their  effe&s,  to  their  country,  leaving  only 
the  governor,  and  about  fifty  foldiers, 
frightened,  in  a  ftrong  place  of  the  city  : 
That  the  inhabitants  had  privately  follicited 
their  afiiflance,  and  had  readily  opened  the 
north  gate  to  them.  At  night  our  Armeni¬ 
an  having  bought  a  horfe,  departed  from 
us  to  the  hills,  to  look  after  his  affairs.  . 

On  the  ad  we  could  only  with  difficulty 
pafs  over  this  morafs,  the  roads  were  fo  very 
bad,  and  fpent  the  reft  of  this  day  in  bunt¬ 
ing,  and  killing  pheafants. 

I  muft  here  remark,  that  the  Pcrfians  en¬ 
tertained  a  high  opinion  of  our  dexterity  in 
(hooting.  They  have  no  notion  of  final! 
fhot,  and  imagined  that  we  killed  fowls  fly¬ 
ing  with  a  fingle  ball ;  and  I  doubt  not  but 
the  fear  of  our  fire-arms  kept  them  in  order. 
We  took  care  never  to  let  them  fee  how  we 
loaded  our  pieces. 

If  the  prince  had  not  put  on  great  refblu- 
tion,  and  ordered  his  own  officers  to  fuper- 
intend  the  work  of  making  a  bridge  through 
the  deep  morafs,  we  might  have  been  ftar* 
ved  ;  for  provifions  were  very  fcarce.  Some 
of  the  Perfian  chiefs  had  put  on  ordinary 
tloaths,  to  prevent  being  known,  in  order 
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<to  direfl  the  workmen.  Of  this  the  prince 
~  no  fooner  got  notice,  than  he  placed  a 
ftrong  guard  of  dragoons  on  both  fides  of  the 
niorafs,  with  orders  to  let  none  off  the  work 
till  all  was  finilhed.  He  declared  at  the  fame 
time,  that  if  any  injury  happened  to  our  hea¬ 
vy  carriages,  by  the  infufficiency  of  the 
roads,  he  would  caqfe  the  overfeers  to  be 
thrown  into  the  lake.  By  this  menace  we 
had  a  very  good  road  completed  in  one  day, 
palTed  through  it  in  the  evening,  and 
lodged  on  the  other  fide. 

On  the  3d  we  proceeded  on  our  journey 
only  fifteen  verfts  farther,  and  encamped  on 
the  northern  banks  of  the  famous  river  Cura, 
where  was  a  dangerous  floating  bridge  of 
timber  fixed  by  an  iron  chain,  made  fall  ou 
both  fides  of  the  river.  Upon  the  north 
fide  of  this  river  the  Shach  had  built  a  fquare 
cattle  of  brick,  only  fun-dried,  as  all  his 
cattles  which  I  have  feen  were.  The  delign 
of  this  was,  to  curb  the  Lefgee  Tartars,  and 
es  a  granary  to  keep  provifions  in  for  the 
ule  of  his  army.  It  was  a  place  of  no 
ftrength,  and  every  way  infufficient.  We 
travelled  through  an  even  low  marlhy 
ground,  upwards  of  thirty  Merits  through 
fome  woods  and  great  fields  of  reeds.  Some 
kali,  abfyntbium,  and  Artemijia ,  were  the  only 
herbs  we  law  here  ;  but  we  dilcovered  a 
thorny  fhrub,  with  withered  apples  upon  it, 
containing  three  or  four  feeds  in  each.  I 
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preferred  fome  of  thefe  feeds.  We  were 
told  that  the  Perfians  dye  their  filk  of  a  fine 
red  colour  with  a  decoction  of  the  root  of 
this  fhrub.  We  now  had  grafs  in  abundance 
for  our  horfos.  In  many  places  this  road 
through  reeds  was  fo  deep,  that  we  rode  in 
mud  and  water  above  the  horfes  belly. 

On  the  4th  we  eroded  this  miferable  float¬ 
ing  bridge,  and  pafled  by  a  few  houfes,  and 
a  cattle  on  the  other  fide :  At  a  fmall  di- 
ftance  from  them,  Nadir  Shach  caufed  build 
a  pyramid  about  five  fathoms  high  ;  on  the 
out-fide  of  which  were  placed  in  fo  many 
notches,  at  equal  diflances,  exadUy  two 
hundred  and  eighty-two  mens  heads,  with 
their  faces  bending  forwards,  not  much  de¬ 
cayed,  but  their  beards  were  fomewhat  wi¬ 
thered  :  They  were  the  heads  of  the  chiefs 
who  had  rebelled  againft  the  Shach,  in  the 
following  manner  :  A  young  follow,  who 
kept  an  ordinary  at  Ardevil,  having  been 
guilty  of  fome  petty  crime,  for  which  the 
Shach  ordered  his  ears  to  be  cut  off,  defert- 
ed  that  country.  This  fellow  went  to  Old 
Shamachee,  and  gave  himfelf  out  for  the  fon 
of  the  late  Shach  Tahmafp,  to  whom  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Shamachee,  and  the  neighbour¬ 
hood,  reforted.  He  having  got  an  army  of 
fome  thoufands,  made  head  againft  the 
Shach,  who  then  lay  encamped  near  the 
place  where  the  monument  flood.  The 
Shach  font  an  army,  who .  foon  cut  them  to 
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pieces,  feized  the  pretended  earlefs  prince, 
and  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  of  his  fol¬ 
lowers,  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Shama- 
chee,  whofe  heads  he  caufed  cut  off,  and 
place  in  this  pyramid.  Their  prince,  how¬ 
ever,  he  caufed  baftinadoe,  and  let  him  go, 
to  make  more  Work  for  him  ;  but  this  rebel¬ 
lion  was  the  caufe  of  the  ruin  of  Old  Sha- 
machee.  It  is  laid  that  this  very  fellow  heads 
theprefent  rebellion  in  Georgia*  againft  which 
Ami  Ruflan  Khan  is  fent. 

After  we  palled  the  bridge,  we  marched  a- 
bout  three  verfts  farther  up  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  river,  and  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the 
Arras.  The  Arras  and  Cura  join  their 
ftreams,  about  half  a  mile  above  the  bridge. 
Here  we  lay  encamped  eleven  days,  where 
we  had  nothing  to  do  but  take  our  diver* 
lion  in  hunting  and  fowling  daily.  At  Ba¬ 
ku  we  loft  one  of  our  writers,  who  died  very 
fuddenly  of  an  iliac  paflion.  We  loft  on  the 
road  between  Baku  and  Shamachee  one  of 
our  principal  carpenters,  who  at  Baku  was 
taken  ill  of  the  fame  difeafe,  and  in  two 
days  thereafter  ended  in  a  mortal  bloody 
flux,  which  deprived  him  of  life  on  the 
road. 

On  the  6th  our  principal  cook  was  feized 
with  the  fame  difeafe,  but  recovered,  by  in- 
jetting  ftrongly  the  fumes  of  tobacco,  after 
all  other  attempts  had  failed. 

E  e  e  On 
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On  the  t  oth  I  was  feized  with  the  fame  dif- 
eafe,  which  kept  me  in  the  greateft  torment, 
frequently  fainting  for  forty -eight  hours, 
which  was  fucceeded  by  a  bloody  flux,  from 
which  I  recovered  with  difficulty. 

At  t£ie  point  of  land  where  the  Arras  and 
Cura  join  their  (breams,  were  two  miferable 
little  villages,  the  only  two  which  I  faw  in¬ 
habited  fince  we  left  Baku.  We  no  fooner 
arrived  than  the  Perfian  foldiers  tortured  the 
inhabitants  fo  cruelly,  that  they  deferted  their 
villages,  wives,  and  children  at  once.  It 
was  thought  that  they  fled  to  the  rebels. 

The  Cura,  called  Cur,  or  Cyrus,  rifeth  in 
Georgia,  and  different  countries  In  the  Cau- 
cafus,  and  running  fouth  and  fouth-eaft, 
joins  its  ftreams  with  the  Arras,  by  others 
called  Araxes,  at  the  place  already  defcribed, 
and  run  together  eaft  into  the  Cafpian  Sea. 
Arras  fprings  from  fome  hills  in  Turcomania, 
or  Armenia  Major,  and  gliding  by  Erzerum, 
continues  to  fend  its  fiream,  plentifully  flo- 
red  with  various  fifh,  eaft,  where  it  joins 
with  the  Cura.  The  plains  of  Mogan  are 
faid  to  be  about  a  hundred  verfts  broad,  from 
fouth  to  north,  reaching  from  the  foot  of 
Taurus  to  the  fouth  fide  of  Caucafus,  and 
more  than  a  hundred  verfts  from  the  hills  on 
the  weft,  till  bounds  are  fixed  to  it  on  the 
eaft  by  the  Cafpian  Sea,  the  middle  and  beft 
country  of  ancient  Media.  We  were  told 

that 
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that  the  Kings  of  Perfia  bred  their  beft  horfes 
here ;  and  that  thefe  plains  were  formerly 
inhabited  by  roving  people  living  in  tents,  as 
the  Kalmucks  do  in  Aftrachan  ;  and  that  up¬ 
wards  of  a  hundred  thouland  tents  were  in 
thefe  happy  plains  when  Kouli  Khan  mount¬ 
ed  the  throne  of  Perfia.  Indeed  we  palled 
by,  in  our  way  to  Gilan,  two  or  three  of  the 
lall  going  to  fettle,  by  order  of  the  tyrant,  in 
die  province  of  Chorafian. 

TTie  day  after  we  encamped  upon  the  Ar¬ 
ras,  two  couriers  arrived  from  Kizlaar  to  the 
prince  :  They  reported,  that  the  revolt  at 
Shamachee  was  certain  :  That  they  came  o- 
ver  the  hills  by  Old  Shamachee,  and  were 
intercepted  by  a  party  of  the  rebels,  who 
took  their  horfes  and  arms  from  them,  but 
did  them  no  other  injury.  They  convoyed 
them  fafely  to  within  ten  verfts  of  the  place 
where  we  were  encamped,  and  faid,  that 
they  intended  no  harm  to  the  ambaflador, 
nor  any  of  his  retinue ;  and  that  if  they 
were  fuccefsful,  they  would  liberally  pay  for 
the  horfes  and  arms,  which  neceflity  alone 
forced  them  to  take  from  them.  They  ne¬ 
ver  afyed  for  money,  nor  any  other  thing. 
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treats  of  our  Journey  from  Cura  to  Rejhd, 
&c. 

ON  the  14th,  in  the  evening,  the  good 
prince  came  late  into  my  tent,  to  aft 
after  my  health.  He  fat  down  pn  my  bed, 
and  having  difmifled  every  one,  told  me, 
that  he  had  received  advice  from  Kulipha, 
that  the  Shach’s  army  was  much  diftrefled  by 
the  rebels;  had  loft  a  battle,  was  not 
far  from  where  we  were ;  and  was  retreating 
before  them  :  That  Kulipha  was  of  opinion, 
it  would  pals  the  Cura  in  a  day  or  two, 
where  they  would  endeavour  to  make  a 
ftand  ;  and  that  therefore  Kulipha  prefled 
him  by  all  means  to  march  next  morning. 
He  alked  me.  What  J  thought  I  could  do? 
I  anfwered,  that  though  I  was  recovered  of 
the  iliac  paflion,  my  bowels  were  in  fuch 
pain,  that  I  did  not  think  I  could  bear  the 
motion  of  a  wheel  machine ;  and  my  ftrength 
was  fo  much  diminUhed,  that  I  could  not 
ride :  That  therefore  I  wa9  of  opinion  the 
prince  (hould  leave  me  to  the  care  of  the 
jioor  people  in  the  two  wretched  delerted 
villages,  formerly  mentioned,  between  the 
Arras  and  Cura ;  and  that  he  would  be 
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pleated  to  take  what  value  I  had  with  me  for 
my  wife  and  child,  in  cafe  I  did  not  recover. 
I  obterved,  that  1  had  no  apprehenfion,  that 
either  the  Shach’s  people  or  the  rebels  would 
do  me  any  harm.  The  good  prince  took 
me  by  the  hand,  and  faid,  he  never  would 
leave  me  there ;  becaufe  that  the  poor  peo¬ 
ple’s  necellities  were  fo  very  urgent,  that  it 
•was  probable  they  would  kill  me  for  the  ve¬ 
ry  cloaths  I  had  upon  me.  He  therefore  ad- 
•vifed  me  to  make  trial  of  his  coach,  my 
deeping  waggon  having  been  left  at  Baku, 
which  he  would  caufe  put  in  the  beft  order 
for  placing  my  bed.  I  defired  him  to  do 
what  he  pleated,  faying,  that  I  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  obey :  Wherefore, 

On  the  1 5th  of  March,  at  eight  o’clock 
A.  M.  we  decamped,  and  marched  through 
a  plain  country,  covered  with  long  rich 
graft,  fouth-eaflt,  twenty-fix  verfls  ;  palled 
leveral  rivers,  and  lodged  upon  the  fouth 
fide  of  a  branch  of  the  Cura. 

On  the  1 6th  we  let  out,  and  travelled 
through  plain  rich  fields,  about  thirty- feven 
or  forty  verfls  fouth-eaft.  Here  were  many 
fmall  herbs,  fome  of  them  in  bloom.  The 
account  I  give  till  the  20th  of  March  I  was 
obliged  to  Dr  Lerch  and  my  brother  for  it, 
becaufe  my  lituation  would  not  permit  me  to 
write  till  that  day,  and  even  then  but  very 
imperfectly.  We  encamped  on  the  north- 
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weft  fide  of  a  marlhy  ground,  where  was  a 
frefh  water  lake. 

Qn  the  17th  we  travelled  through  a  plain, 
rich  with  grafs  and  dwarf  brier,  fouth-weft 
eight  verfts,  having  morailes  and  reeds  on 
our  left.  We  patted  a  fmall  river,  and 
inarched  fouth-eaft  twelve  verfts  farther  j 
palled  another  river  by  a  bridge,  and  en¬ 
camped  on  the  fouth  fide  of  it .  This  coun¬ 
try  abounds  with  grafs,  growing  fo  luxuriouf- 
Jy,  that  I  believe  one  acre  would  be  fuffi- 
cient  for  three  horfes  ;  amongft  which  grew 
many  herbs,  fome  in  flower.  Dr  Lerch  had 
marked  meum,  limonium,  flos  Adonis,  pimpinel- 
la  alfsa,  mentha  aquatica ,  and  many  other 
kinds. 

From  Shamachee  to  Arras  our  fick  in- 
creafed  daily :  They  were  carried  in  litters ; 
the  compliment,  as  yet,  do  not  begin  to  de- 
creafe.  We  buried  at  Baku  one  who  died 
of  the  iliac  paflion,  one  on  the  road  to  Sha¬ 
machee  of  a  dyfentery,  and  at  Shamachee 
one  of  the  iliac  pallion  ;  of  which  difeafe,  or 
rather  its  effects,  the  matter  cook  and  I  were 
in  hopes  of  a  fafe  recovery. 

On  the  i8ch,  we  marched  from  thence 
fouth  by  eaft,  through  a  plentiful  pafture- 
land,  fixteen  verfts.  We  palled  leven  rivu¬ 
lets,  and  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the  laft, 
full  of  clear  water:  Here  is  a  milerable  vil¬ 
lage  called  Jnlhkaj  the  grals,  amongft  which 
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Were  many  herbs,  was  mowable ;  for  in  many 
places  it  reached  above  the  horfes  bellies. 

On  the  19th,  we  travelled  through  the 
rich  eft  fields  probably  in  the  whole  world  : 
We  faw  in  many  places  the  evident  figns  of 
husbandry,  but  at  prefent  quite  deferted. 
We  pafted  through  two  large  villages,  one  of 
them  about  two  verfts  broad,  where  we  faw 
many  good  houfes  built  like  ours  in  Europe, 
covered  with  tiles,  of  two  ftories  high,  and 
in  no  bad  order;  but  in  both  thefe  villages 
we  did  not  fee  one  inhabitant,  nor  a  tame 
beaft.  We  encamped  upon  the  banks  of  a 
river  called  Kifili,  being  the  7th  we  pafted 
this  day,  though  we  only  marched  feventeen 
verfts.  One  of  our  dragoons  died  of  a  dy- 
fentery.  Our  lick  lift  does  not  decreafe. 

On  the  20th,  I  mounted  on  horfeback, 
and  we  marched  through  a  country  plentiful 
in  every  thing  but  mankind  :  Though 
we  had  no  rain,  this  country  was  ve¬ 
ry  moift,  and  in  many  places  marfhy. 
After  we  had  travelled  twenty  verfts, we  en¬ 
camped  near  a  village  called  Mogan,  having 
pafted  three  rivulets*  We  are  now  not  far 
from  hills  fouth-eaft  from  us. 

On  the  2 1  ft,  we  were  obliged  to  remain 
here.  The  governor  of  Ardevil  had  tranfport- 
ed  us  to  this  place,  being  the  limits  of  his 
government;  nor  would  he  go  any  farther. 
Our  maymandar,  or  provifor-general,  with 
the  new  Khan,  attempted  to  force  the  Arde- 
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yil  people  to  affift ;  a  battle  enfued,  whicfr 
ended  to  the  advantage  of  the  people  of  Ar- 
devil,  who  killed  fix,  and  wounded  many  of 
their  enemies  mortally,  though  they  alfo  loft 
fome.  Both  parties  fent  to  the  prince,  but 
he  would  not  interpofe,  though  we  were  tru¬ 
ly  in  a  very  miferable  condition,  not  having 
received  any  provifions  for  two  days  bypaft^ 
and  little  profpedl  of  getting  any  thing  but 
plenty  of  promifes,  not  to  be  depended  up¬ 
on. 

On  the  2  2d,  we  were  obliged  to  remain 
where  we  were:  This  routed  the  prince  from 
his  exceffive  goodnefs.  He  now  fent  to  their 
chiefs  and  let  them  know,  that,  if  they  did 
not  bring  horfes  and  provifion  by  next  room* 
ing,  he  would  ufe  them  in  a  way  they  little 
dreamed  of,  which,  for  the  fake  of  their  wives 
and  families,  he  defired  they  would  prevents 
This  menace,  efpecially  as  our  dragoons  and 
foldiers  were  obferved  to  put  their  arms  in 
order,  had  the  defired  effect;  for  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon  we  received  provifions  for  all  our 
men. 

On  the  23d,  we  fetoout  through  marfliy 
grounds,  and  woods  of  very  tall  trees,  in 
which  grow  many  fruit-trees.  We  palled 
through  many  large  villages,  but  very  few 
inhabitants.  We  travelled  on  high  earthen 
roads  much  decayed :  Thele  roads  were  made 
by  Abbas  the  Great,  for  the  conveniency  of 
marching  his  army  and  caravans.  We  en¬ 
camped 
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camped,  on  the  north  fide  of  a  channeUy  li¬ 
ver  called  Lankran,  diftant  about  twenty 
miles  from  our  laft  camp. 

On  the  24th,  we  travelled  foyith,  along  the 
fea-fhore,  upon  very  deep  lands,  the  coun¬ 
try  being  impaflable  between  this  road  and 
the  Hircanian  mountains,  by  reafon  of  deep 
marfhes  and  thick  woods,  in  which  grow  a 
variety  of  fruit-trees, fuch  as  oranges,  citrons, 
pomegranates,  &c.  We  having  travelled  a- 
bout  twenty  verfts,  encamped  upon  the  fide 
of  a  lake. 

On  the  25th,  we  continued  to  march  fouth 
upon  the  fhore,  which  was  very  deep,  being 
fluxible  fands,  extremely  fatiguing  to  our 
cattle.  We  eroded  a  large  deep  river  ip  boats, 
but  the  camels  forded  it  with  difficulty.  We 
at  laft  forded  a  fmall  channeUy  river  called 
Aftara,  where  we  encamped,  having  travel¬ 
led  about  twenty  verfts.  Near  the  camp  is 
the  capital  of  the  province  of  Aftara,  where 
the  governor  lives.  We  were  told,  that  Na¬ 
dir  Shach  referved  this  governor  without  de¬ 
grading  him,  being  the  only  inftance,  in  all 
Perfia,  of  his  lenity  to  a  noble  family ;  the 
caufe  of  which,  we  were  informed,  proceed¬ 
ed  purely  from  this, that  he  was  a  fool;  how¬ 
ever,  he  was  as  greedy,  bafe,  and  villainous, 
as  any  of  the  Shach’s  followers ;  and  the  poor 
people  under  his  orders  experienced  as  cruel 
T  f  f  treatment 
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treatment  as  any  in  Perfia,  being  reduced  to 
the  mod  extreme  mifery. 

We  were  obliged  to  remain  in  Aftara  this 
day,  being  the  26th,  becaufe  the  governor 
could  not  procure  cattle  to  remove  our  bag¬ 
gage.  In  the  afternoon  the  prince  took  horle, 
and,  in  company  with  fome  of  his  gentlemen, 
rode  up  the  fide  of  the  river  to  vifit  an  old 
fquare  fort  under  the  hills,  built  formerly  by 
the  Ruffians;  it  was  in  ruins,  but  I  imagine 
could  very  foon  be  repaired.  As  we  were 
riding- towards  the  hills,  a  female  fcreamed 
out  behind  us:  This  unfortunate  young  wo¬ 
man  had  been  carried  away  from  her  parents, 
and  was  on  horfeback  behind  an  Ufbeck 
Tartar,  who  pafled  by  us  as  faft  as  the  horfe 
could  run;  the  poor  creature  did  not  feem 
to  exceed  twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  age ; 
(he  cried  pitifully,  but  kept  faft  hold  of  the 
man :  If  (he  had  courageoufly  dropped  from 
the  horle,  we  would  have  refcued  her,  which 
\ve  could  do  no  other  way.  Some  of  our 
gentlemen  propofed  to  (hoot  the  Tartar,  but 
the  prince  would  not  permit  them.  We  were’ 
informed,  that  the  Ufbecks  frequently  car¬ 
ried  off  their  daughters,  or  wives,  to  the  hills, 
where  they  lived  with  them  a  few  days, 
and,  after  their  appetites  were  latiated,  fre¬ 
quently  killed  them,  left  them,  or,  if  they 
could  get  a  merchant,  fold  them ;  and  this 
w^s  one  kind  of  Nadir's  military  execution. 
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At  our  return  the  Khan  fenthis  compli¬ 
ments  to  me,  and  deflred  that  I  would  let 
him  lee  a  pinchbeck  watch,  with  its  cafe  cu¬ 
rio  u  fly  cut,  which  I  intended  to  difpofe  o£ 
and  Tent  him  notice  of  the  loweft  price.  I  gave 
the  jsvatch  to  an  interpreter,  whom  1  knew, 
and  knew  to  be  a  villain;  yet  1  imagined 
that  he  durft  not  offer  to  cheat  me:  The  in¬ 
terpreter  promifed  either  to  bring  back  the 
watch,  or  forty  mildenaars  immediately,  but 
he  brought  neither.  I  demanded  juftice  of 
the  prince ;  he,  for  once,  deflred  to  be  excu- 
fed,  and  intreated  me  never  to  truft  them 
with  any  thing.  This  I  did  not  take  in  good 
part;  I  thought  that  I  had  deierved  the  prin¬ 
ce’s  protection,  and  told  him  as  much,  but 
went  out  of  his  pretence  with  a  refutation  ne¬ 
ver  to  alk  it  again. 

Next  morning  we  had  orders  to  march, 
and  the  Khan  was  obliged  to  convoy  us  to 
the  borders  of  his  province,  and  deliver  us 
fafely  off  to  the  governor  of  the  next  pro¬ 
vince.  Accordingly  we  fet  out  at  nine  o’¬ 
clock,  A.  M.  and  marched  through  very  bad 
roads,  through  woods,  and  fometimes  by 
the  fea*fliore,  twenty  verfts ;  and,  much  fati¬ 
gued,  encamped  upon  a  fmall  plain,  on  the 
27th  of  March. 

On  the  28th,  we  fet  out  very  early,  and 
travelled  through  1  uch  roads  as  we  had  expe¬ 
rienced  yefterday.  We  crofled  over  five  ri¬ 
vers,  and  many  brooks  with  very  high  banks. 

Some 
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Some  of  ouir  company  travelled  all  night,ttn<] 
others  did  not  get  op  to  us  till  6fie  o’clock, 
P.  M.  bn, the  2961;  confequently  we  were 
obliged  to  remain  encamped  all  that  day. 

We  killed  many  pheafants  and  other  fowl, 
and  got  fome  very  large  oranges  and  citrons. 
We  faw  fome  fmall  villages,  but  few  Inhabi¬ 
tants,  and  all  in  very  great  diftrefs.  The 
Khan  fent  back  my  watch,  which  I  would 
not  receive,  fafpe&ing  that  he  had  probably 
rendered  it  ofeleft. 

We  marched  on  the  fea-fbore  1 5  verfts,  on 
the  30th ;  nor  could  we  proceed  farther,  our 
cattle  being  fo  much  fatigued.  Laft  night 
two  of  our  horfes  were  carried  off  by  the  in¬ 
habitants  ;  for  which  the  prince  caufed  leize 
the  Khan’s  tour  beautiful  young  camels ;  nor 
would  he  deliver  them  till  the  Khan  had  paid 
the  value  of  the  horfes  which  were  loft. 

We  travelled  on  the  31ft  only  fifteen  verfts 
farther,  the  roads  being  extremely  fandy  and 
deep,  having  the  fca  on  the  eaft,  and  impe¬ 
netrable  woods,  marfhes,  or  high  fUrcanian 
hills  on  the  weft.  We  crofted  eight  rivulets, 
and  encamped  on  the  banks,on  the  9  th, where 
~we  catched  ftore  of  excellent  fifh. 

April  1  ft,  we  now  marched  upon  a  large 
paved  road,  the  work  of  Abbas,  with  deep 
ditches  on  both  tides,  through  marfhy  ground, 
covered  over  with  woods ;  the  vines  climbing 
every  where  upon  the  trees;  from  the  grapes 
x>f  which  good  wine  is  produced.  This  day 
Ve  crofted  many  rivulets,  and  ruinous  villa¬ 
ges 
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gds,  and  encamped  upon  a  plain.  The 
Khan  paid  at  the  rate  of  thirty  mftdenaars  per 
horfe ;  and  the  prince  ordered  to  reftore  his 
camels ;  but  my  friend  Mr  CherkefToff,  who 
tranfa&ed  all  affairs  with  them,  lent  Word 
that  forty  mildenaars  were  ftDl  wanting,  for 
a.  watch  which  he  had  got  from  me".  It  feems 
he  could  not  fend  the  money  in  fiber,  ae* 
cording  to  our  agreement,  but  fent  twenty* 
two  fihall  ducats,  and  two  double  Roman 
ducats.  Ifup,  the  interpreter,  told  me,  that 
the  twenty-two  ducats  were  equal  in  value  to 
Forty  mildenaars ;  but  having  got  pdffcffion 
of  the  twenty-two  ftnall,  and  two  double  da*, 
cats,  I  put  them  in  my  pocket,  and  told  him, 
that  if  he  delivered  me  forty  mildenaars  any 
tune  in  the  fpace  of  eight  days,  I  fhould  rec¬ 
tum  him  all  the  gold ;  but  Igot  leave  to  keep 
it.  We  travelled  about  twenty  verfts  this 
day. 

On  the  2d,  we  travelled  through  many 
Woods  of  tall  trees,  directing  our  courfe  fouth 
fbuth-eaft.  We  crdfled  fixteen  large  and 
■fmall  rivers,  and  at  laft  encamped  in  a  town 
-called  Kefhkeer,  where  we  faw  a  .great  num¬ 
ber  of  Ufbeck  Tartars,  quartered  upon  the 
much  opprcfled  inhabitants,  to  ratfe  contri¬ 
butions  for  the  Shach.  They  had  orders  to 
live  at  difcretion;  but  I  was  told,  that  they 
behaved  with  no  fucb  rigour  as  they  did 
-in  Aftara.  This  is  the  firfl  town  in  the 
province  of  Gilan.  Here  is  an  oW  fort 
'built  by  the  Ruffians.  This  was  formerly  a 
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rich  country,  producing  great  quantity  of 
filk  j  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants 
were  filk-weavers.  They  (till  continue  to 
cultivate  filk,  but  the  bulk  of  the  weavers  are 
fled  or  killed. 

We  relied  on  the  3d,  being  out  of  danger 
of  the  rebels,  who  caufed  us  to  march  with 
fuch  precipitation  from  the  banks  of  the  Cu¬ 
ra. 

On  the  4th,  we  marched  about  twenty 
verfts  fouth-caft,  through  a  pleafant  country, 
by  many  rich  rice  fields,  gardens, and  woods, 
and  encamped  upon  the  banks  of  a  pleafant 
river.  We  eroded  fimdry  rivulets  over  ftone 
bridges. 

On  the  5th,  we  proceeded  fouth-eaft,  and 
eroded  two  rivers  and  a  lake,  upon  a  high 
broad  dyke,  and  encamped  on  the  fouth-eafi: 
corner  of  the  lake,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Refiid,  after  a  Ihort  journey  of  fifteen  verfts. 

We  were  welcomed  into  Gilan  by  the 
Rullian  conful  at  Kefhkeer,  who,  though 
formerly  my  patient,  was  very  reierved  to 
me,  on  account  of  fome  quarrel  he  had  with 
my  countrymen,  the  merchants  refiding  in 
Redid. 

This  day  arrived  alfo  Me  fir 9  Thompfbn, 
Wilder,  Bardewick,  and  Myrop;  they  gave 
me  a  relation  of  their  difputes  with  our  con¬ 
ful,  and  of  his  tyranny  towards  his  countty- 
men  the  Ruffian  merchants ;  of  all  which  I 
did  not  fail  to  acquaint  the  prince,  who 
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feemed  to  know  more  about  him  than  I  ima¬ 
gined  he  did.  I  told  the  prince,  that  the 
Britifh  merchants  had  come  l'o  far  to  pay  their 
refpe&s  to  him,  and,  if  agreeable  to  his  ex¬ 
cellency,  to  convoy  him  to  Refhd:  The  prince 
defired  me  to  introduce  them  to  him. 

They  met  with  a  very  polite  reception, 
which  could  not  fail  to  be  very  difagreeable 
to  our  upftart  conful,  advanced  from  a  com¬ 
mon  writer.  Mr  Back  unin,  for  that  was 
his  name,  underftood  the  Turkifh  and  Per- 
fian  languages  well,  by  which  means  he  was 
thought  to  be  well  qualified  to  be  conful  at 
Refhd;  but,  having  fprung  from  the  very 
dregs  of  the  Ruflians,  he  could  fet  no  bounds 
to  his  pride;  he  lorded  it  highly  over  his 
countrymen,  whom  he  had  opprefled  much, 
and  ruined  many.  Not  fatisfied  with  this, he 
wanted  alfo  to  opprefs  the  Britifh,  but  he 
was  much  miftaken  in  that;  and  the  ambaf- 
fador’s  arrival  put  a  flop  to  all  his  power. 

On  the  6th,  we  made  our  public  entry  in¬ 
to  Refhd ;  and  the  Britifh  merchants  defiring 
to  accompany  the  cavalcade,  were  appointed 
to  ride  immediately  after  Mr  Cherkeflbff  and 
the  conful,  and  were  alfo  invited  to  dine 
with  the  prince,  which  was  extremely  difa¬ 
greeable  to  Backunin.  Refhd  is  the  capital 
of  the  province  of  Gilan;  it  lies  in  north  la¬ 
titude  thirty-fix  degrees,  thirty  minutes,  eaft 
longitude  fifty-two  degrees.  The  province 
of  Gilan  is  but  fmall,  but  extremely  rich ; 
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its  produce  is  filk:  It  is  in  the  form  of  a  cref- 
cent;  the  hills  on  the  eaft,  fouth,  and  weft, 
furround  two’  thirds  of  it,  and  the  fea  waffles 
the  north  fide.  The  fbil  is  fo  rich,  that  in 
it  can  grow  any  thing  luxuriantly.  Many 
medicinal  herbs  are  here,  particularly  that 
producing  ajfa  foetida.  Redid  is  diftant 
about  feven  verfts  fouth  from  Peribazar,  the 
port  of  Gilan;  from  thence  goods  are  fent 
down  a  fmall  river  in  (hallow  boats  three 
verfts,  into  a  great  lake,  about  fixteen  or 
eighteen  miles  over,  and  of  which  there  runs 
an  opening  into  the  (ea,  diffident  for  veftels 
'  of  fmall  burden:  The  ground  forming  the 
weft  fide  of  that  inlet,  is  called  Enzelee,  or 
Zinzelee. 


CHAP.  XXIX. 

Concerning  what  happened  during  our  Stay  in 
Rejhd  and  Enzilee » 

T  H  E  prince  was  lodged  in  the  Shach's 
palace;  and  Mr  Cherkefloff  and  I ’were 
lodged  in  the  women’s  apartments,  adjoining 
to  a  noble  bagnio,  where  Sliach  Abbas  caufed 
murder  his  fon.  A  very  few  days  after  wc 
were  fettled  here,  many  complaints  were  gi* 
ven  into  tlie  prince’s  hands  againft  Backunin, 
and  the  prince  ordered  inquifition  to  be  made; 
but  Mr  Backunin  pretending  ficknefs,  put  a 
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Hop  to  it  at  prefibnt.  He  wept  on  in  his  fick- 
nitfs  a  long  while,  fopietinaes  taking  the  fa* 
crament,  for  we  had  two  priefts  with  u$j  and 
fonjetimes  extreme  unrtiop ;  ope  day  a  little 
better,  and  next  day  at  the  point  of  death# 
and  frequently  attended  by  Dr  Lerch,  who 
took  care  of  hiip*  One  day  £  w^pt  with  the 
Britifli  merchants  to  Relhd  river,  to  fee  Mr 
Mirop  take  fifh  with  a  net  of  a  lingular  make. 
We  had  not  been  long  there  till  the  conful’? 
coach  was  lent  for,  at  which  I  was  not  a  lit* 
tie  furprifed,  nor  did  I  care  to  go,  but,  per- 
fiiaded  by  my  countrymen,  I  yielded.  I 
was  introduced  into  his  houfe  with  fuch  aw¬ 
ful  filence  as  furprifed  me  not  a  little;  and 
when  I  afked  the  reafon  of  fuch  circumfpec- 
tion,  I  was  told,  that  the  conful  was  in  the 
greateft  diftrefs  and  danger.  I  advanced  in¬ 
to  the  room  where  he  lay  in  great  ftate.  It 
is  enough  to  fay,  that  though  I  have  feen  the 
richeft  beds  in  this  country,,  they  all  were 
for  fbort  of  Backunin’s.  It  really  furprifed 
me  much  to  conceive  how  a  man,  who, a  few 
years  ago,  had  no  manner  of  rank  in  the 
world,  fhould  have  the  vanity  to  vie  in  gran¬ 
deur  with  the  greateft  princes.  I  was  defi- 
red  by  Mrs  Backunin,  a  very  good  woman, 
who  deferved  a  far  better  hufband,  with  a 
low  voice,  to  take  a  feat  by  Dr  Lerch,  who 
was  attending.  I  did  fo ;  and  we  kept  up  a 
fort  of  difeourfe  by  whifpering :  At  laft  this 
madman  called  out,  to  know  if  I  was  arrived? 
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Being  anfwered  in  a  moft  refpeCtfiil  manner 
by  his  wife,  that  I  was  in  the  room,  he  or¬ 
dered  the  curtains  to  be  drawn  open,  and 
ordered  coffee  to  be  ferved  up.  After  this 
was  over,  I  made  all  the  pertinent  inquiry'  I 
could  about  the  nature  of  his  complaints ;  but 
found  by  his  anfwers,  that,  though  he  pre¬ 
tended  to  have  many  complaints,  they  point¬ 
ed  out  no  difeafe  that  I  was  acquainted  with. 
I  therefore  went  and  obferved  what  informa¬ 
tion  his  pulfe  could  give  me;  in  doing  which 
I  did  not  fpeak  one  word,  that  I  might  not 
move  his  paffions.  His  pulfe  was  very  regu¬ 
lar,  and  indeed  every  way  well  conditioned. 
When  I  had  done,  I  took  my  feat,  and  di¬ 
recting  my  difcourfe  to  the  dcxftor,  made 
fome  general  obfervations ;  and  exprefled 
fome  furprife  that  the  doCtor  fhould  dread 
danger,  when  Mr  Backunin's  pulfe  was  fo 
very  good;  from  which,  compared  with  the 
other  obfervations  I  had  made,  1  concluded, 
that  Mr  Backunin  was  in  no  danger;  and 
advifed  him  not  to  be  difturbed,  but  take 
exercife ;  and  laid,  that  I  had  no  doubt  of  his 
recovery. 

Altogether  unexpected,  he  burft  into  one 
of  the  moft  violent  paffions  polfible,  and  faid 
that  I  was  ignorant,  not  underftanding  his 
difeafe,  and  that  I  looked  upon  him  as  a 
madman.  I  took  my  hat,  and  anfwered, 
that  now  he  had  evidently  demonftrated  that 
fie  was  not  feeble,  nor  that  he  flood  in  need 
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of  any  phyfician ;  and  thus  I  left  him.  Mrsr 
Backunin  and  the  doctor,  intreated  me  to, 
wait  a  little  longer:  I  begged  to  be  excufed, 
and  would  not  comply.  When  I  went  to  the 
door, a  poor  jade  of  a  horfe  was  ready  for  me 
to  mount:  1  ordered  the  fellow  to  put  up 
that  horfe  for  his  crazy  mafter  to  ride  upon, 
and  in  a  pour  of  rain  walked  home.  When 
I  told  my  good  friend  Mr  Cherkefloff,  how 
Backunin  had  treated  me;  he  bur  ft  into  an 
excetfive  fit  of  laughter,  and  begged  me  to. 
change  my  cloadis,  for  my  (hirt  was  wet  with 
the  rain.  Mr  Cherkefloff  then  difappeared  ; 
and  foon  thereafter  I  had  a  meflage  front  the 
ptlnce  to  go  to'  him.  He  interrogated  me 
very  particularly  about  Backunin’s  difeafe ; 
and  1  anlwered  very  pofitively,  that  he  had 
none ;  that  I  fufpe&ed  the  fellow  was  impo¬ 
sing  upon  every  one  of  them.  The  fecretary 
being  prefent,  the  prince  commanded  him 
to  make  out  an  order  for  me,  to  give  a  clear 
report  of  what  I  judged  his  complaints  to 
proceed  from, and  what  difeafe  afflicted  him. 
f  fcrupled  not  to  enumerate  all  the  queftions; 
I  afked  him,  and  what  were  his-  anlwers.  I 
then  made  fome  obfervations  about  what  I 
was  informed  from  himfelf  and  others,  con¬ 
cerning  the  non-naturals,  -foe.  and  conclu¬ 
ded,  that  he  had  not  pointed  out  any  known 
difeafe ;  that  I  had  great  reafon  to  believe  he 
was  in  good  health,  though  I  fufpe&ed,  that, 
for  reafons  belt  known  to  himfelf,  he  would 
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have  thd  world  believe,  that  he  was  damgef- 
Oufly  fick.  The  prince  no  fo otter  was  in 
pofieffiott  of  my  report,  than  he  ordered  o- 
ther  di  (patches  to  be  got  in  readinefs,  arid 
that  night  fent  off  a  courier  to  the  cabinet. 
Either  the  fecretary,  Or  feme  of  his  Writers, 
had  given Backtmin  an  account  of  my  report, 
and  that  it  was  fertt  t6  the  cabinet,  with  6- 
ther  difpatches.  Ndw  he  pretended  to  be  in 
a  worfe  condition  than  ever,  and  Was  fb 
childifh  as  to  give  out,  that  I  had  contribu¬ 
ted  not  a  little  to  irftreafe  his  complaints,  by 
putting  him  into  paffion  :  Finding,  however, 
that  he  was  ridiculed  and  defpifed  alrnoft  by 
every  perfon,  he  again  tried  to  fend  for  ine 
in  his  coach,  but  1  would  not  go.  The  prince 
had  meffages  fent  to  command  me,  but  t 
prevailed  with  hhn  not  to  infift  upoft  ft,  aS 
it  only  gave  the  vain  fool  an  opportunity  to 
affront  me  in  his  own  houle,  and  probably 
force  me  to  fpeak  rafhly,  which  I  would  be  for¬ 
ty  for  at  another  time. 

The  heat  now  began  to  be  difagrceable  in 
Refhd.  The  city,  though  not  large,  is  fur- 
rounded  with  high  trees  and  tioft  fields,  all 
covered  over  with  water,  where  they  planted 
their  rice,  which  tendered  the  air  Very  un¬ 
healthy  ;  many  of  the  inhabitants  Were  fick, 
and  dying  in  great  numbers.  A  Very  tnalig- 
rtant  petechial  fever  had  carried  off  feme  of’ 
our  men.  The  heat  was  daily  increafing, 
and  w 6  had  no  word  from  the  Shach  what  to 
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do  ;  wherefore  the  prince  determined  to  eft* 
canip  at  Enzilee,  a  peninfula,  having  the  fe£fc 
oft  one  fide,  and  the  great  lake  on  the  other* 
Accordingly  we  fet  out  on  the  I  ^th  of  May, 
rode  feven  verfts  to  Peribazar,  took  boat 
there,  palled  three  verfts  down  the  river, 
crofted  the  lake,  and  encamped  on  Eflzilee. 
Thirteen  Ruftian  Ihips  vVere  riding  here,  three 
of  them  belonged  to  the  governineftt,  ahd 
mounted  lome  fmall  cannon.  The  prince 
caufed  raife  £  battery  upon  the  fteck  which 
formed  the  peninfula,  and  placed  fome  artil¬ 
lery  there,  \Vhich  the  armed  veftels  alfo  co¬ 
vered  }  fo  that  we  were  In  very  great  fecuri- 
ty  from  any  attempts  of  the  rebellious  Per- 
fians,  who  were  Cvery  where  traublefome. 
Rulipha  was  alarmed  at  the  prince's  hidden 
departure.  He  fent  to  the  prince  to  beg  ail 
Audience,  and,  with  the  mefienger,  a  Jefuit 
prieft  named  Damian,  the  fame  who  fomC 
time  ago  recovered  the  Shach  of  fome  ulcer. 

Damian  begged  leave  to  pay  his  refpetfs 
to  the  prince,  which  was  granted.  The  prince 
pretended  fome  indifpofition,  and  was  in 
bed  when  Damian  was  introduced.  The 
prince  caufed  place  a  chair  for  him,  and 
foon  difcovered  that  he  was  fent  as  a  Ipy  by 
Kulipha.  He  had  the  impudence  to  make 
fome  enquiry  into  the  prince’s  complaints, 
and  propofed  a  quack  medicine,  which,  he 
pretended,  was  a  preparation  of  gold  that 
would  foon  remove  liis  complaints'.  The 
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prince,  by  his  polite  anfwers,  rather  encou¬ 
raged  this  piece  of  jefuitical  impudence.  The: 
prince,  pointing  to  me,  faid,  that,  at  his  de- 
fir  e,  the  Emprefs  had  ordered  me  to  take 
care  of  his  health,  and  that  1  had  been  ac¬ 
quainted  with  his  conftitution  ever  fince  the 
year  1737  ;  that  therefore  he  was  determi¬ 
ned  to  take  no  advice,  nor  any  medicine,  ex¬ 
cept  I  approved  of  it,  and  concluded  by  ex^ 
cufing  himfelf  from  any  farther  converfatioii 
at  that  time.  tJpoii  this  Damian  rofe,  and 
moftaudacioufly  took  hold  of  the  prince’s  arm, 
with  a  defign  to  feel  his  pulfe  ;  hut  in  this 
he  was  difappointed,  for  he  was  feized,  turn¬ 
ed  out  of  the  tent,  and  fent  ftraiglit  to  his 
boat  by  a  party  of  foldiers,  with  certification, 
that  neither  he  nor  any  of  the  fathers  would1 
after  this  be  permitted  to  come  into  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  prince.  A  few  days  after  this, 
however,  Kulipha  arrived,  and,  after  a  farce 
of  long  prayers  to  prevent  a  bad  hour,  he  at' 
]aft  was  introduced  into  the  prince’s  pre-' 
fence.  He  endeavoured  to  get  the  prince 
perfuaded  to  return  to  Keflid,  and  allured 
him  that  he.  had  got  plenty  of  provifions, 
and  that  the  Shach  was  on  his  way  to  Cho- 
rollan,  where  he  intended  to  meet  the  prince. 
The  prince  faid,  that  Relhd  was  extremely 
unhealthy,  as  indeed  was  Enzilee,  and  that 
he  had  at  that  time  three  couriers^  at  the 
Shach’s  camp  waiting  to  know  about  what 
time  the  Shacli  propoled*  to  be  in  Mefched.^ 
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He  faid,  that  he  would  be  very  glad  how  foon 
lie  could  march  from  Gilan,  becaufe  a  very 
dangerous  malignant  fever  had  already  de- 
ftroyed  many  of  his  men  fince  the  hot  rainy 
weather  began  ;  but  that  if  he  was  truly  in¬ 
formed  of  the  Shach’s  motions,  he  would 
fend  the  prefents,  horfes,  and  dragoons  by 
land  to  Aftrabat,  and  would  go  by  lea,  which 
he  underftood  would  be  much  better  for  him, 
as  the  roads  were  faid  to  be  very  bad,  and 
the  country  very  unhealthy. 

By  the  middle  of  June,  the  heat  and  rains, 
with  almoft  continual  thunders,  were  now 
intolerable,  and  increaled  the  number  of  our 
lick  lo  much,  that,  on  the  23d,  orders  were 
made  out  to  lend  them  to  Reflid,  as  their 
number  was  about  a  hundred,  and  increaling 
jdaily,  many  dying. 

On  the  24th,  the  prince  fent  them  all  a-? 
way,  and  followed  on  the  25th  of  June, 
Our  mate  and  all  our  afliftants  were  now  in 
the  holpital,  lick.  I  was  leized  on  the  25th, 
and  on  the  26th  in  the  morning  I  dropped 
down  among  the  lick  in  the  hofpital,  was  car¬ 
ried  to  my  lodging,  and  remained  fenfelels 
till  the  2d  of  July. 

On  the  4th,  I  was  informed  by  the  prince 
that  the  Shach  was  murdered,  and  that  he 
intended  to  fet  out  next  morning  for  Enzi- 
lee,  in  order  to  proceed  by  fea  to  Aftrachan. 
He  faid,  that  he  had  taken  care  to  lend  all 
jay  baggage  with  his  own  on  board  j  but  I 
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svas  very  weak  :  However,  no  time  was  to  t* 
|oft,  as  this  our  cjefign  was  kept  fecret  frojjj 
the  Perfians,  who  did  not  as  yet  know 
that  their  king  was  dead.  My  friend  Mr 
Cherkeftoff  was  left  as  refident,  with  all  the 
pjien  who  could  be  fpared,  and  Dr  Lerch.  J 
was  carried  on  board  with  the  greateft  care, 
Cape.  Bemhpur,  and  many  of  our  men,  died. 
We  were  twenty  days  upon  fea,  and  many 
of  our  men  in  different  (hips  died  on  the 
paflage,  who  were  not  lick  when  we  left  Per- 
iia.  The  mortality  was  fo  great,  that  out  of 
our  whole  number,  which  were  computed, 
including  fervants,  to  be  about  five  hundred, 
fcarcely  a  hundred  returned  in  found  hcakh. 
We  had  buried  three  hundred  in  Perfia.  This 
difeafe  began  among  the  natives,  who  were 
by  it  foon  relieved  from  the  torments  of  hun¬ 
ger.  That  day  we  left  Refhd,  for  as  weak 
as  I  was,  it  grieved  me  much  to  fee  the  dcr 
Vaftation  it  had  made  upon  the  road,  where 
many  dead  were  lying  unburied,  and  many 
expiring.  Amongft  the  number,  two  were 
very  ftriking :  I  faw  an  infant  fucking  its 
dead  mother  j  and,  in  a  hollow  road,  I  faw 
a  dead  maid,  with  her  hands  holding  by  the 
toot  of  a  tree.  It  feems  (be  died  as  (he  was 
endeavouring  to  get  out  of  this  hollow  road. 
My  brother  was  taken  ill  on  board  our  (hip, 
and  hardly  efcaped. 

At  our  arrival  in  Ruffia,  we  reported,  that 
this  difeafe  was  a  malignant  fever ;  but.  Dr 
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Lerch,  who  had  formerly  attended  plague* 
hofpitals,  did  not  doubt  that  it  was  the 
plague. 

As  I  do  not  propofe  to  difappolnt  the 
bulk  of  my  readers,  in  treating  of  difeafes, 
in  place  of  travels,  I  (hall  only  beg  pardon 
for  enumerating  the  mod  general  fymptoms 
and  duration  of  this  dreadful  difeafe*  They 
were  feized  fuddenly  with  a  violent  pain  in 
their  heads,  backs,  and  loins,  accompanied 
with  horror  and  trembling,  which  Jaded  with 
the  greateft  violence  four  or  five  hours,  ac¬ 
companied  with  exceflive  vomiting  and  pur¬ 
ging,  or  vomiting  and  obftinate  coftivenefs ; 
theie  were  attended  with  a  heat  very  difagree- 
abletothe  touch,  and  a  very  irregular  opprefled 
pulfe.  The  urine  was  very  changeable  i  fome- 
timesit  was  as  clear  as  water,  fometimes  it  was 
of  a  bright  nqd,  fometimes  no  fediment,  and  at 
other  times  turbid  and  thick.  Their  third  was 
intolerable  ;  nor  was  it  poffible  to  quench  it ; 
the  papilla  of  the  tongue,  on  the  fecond  and 
third  day  after  they  were  fird  (eized,  grew 
very  long,  dry,  white,  or  yellow,  then  brown, 
then  black.  Their  eyes  were  blood-fhot,  and 
looked  very  unclean-like.  As  long  as  they 
retained  their  fenfes,  they  complained  of  a 
burning  heat  in  their  bowels.  Some  of  them 
lod  their  fenfes  in  an  hour,  and  others  re¬ 
tained  them  longer.  The  horror  feized  them 
once,  twice,  or  thrice  in  twenty-four  hours. 
Sometimes,  efpecially  in  the  morning,  they 
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had  Tome  returns  of  their  reafon  ;  but  it  was 
of  very  fhort  duration.  Their  bodies  were 
covered  all  over  with  petechia  and  anthraxes ; 
fome  of  them  were  tortured  with  inflamed 
parotids,  and  others  had  unquenchable  in¬ 
flammations  in  the  axillary  glands.  They 
died  on  the  fifth,  feventh,  eighth,  and  a  few 
on  the  ninth  day. 

This  fever  was  fo  infectious,  that  our  num¬ 
bers  of  tick,  from  our  fmall  command,  in- 
creafed  by  feven,  eight,  and  nine  daily. 
When  1  was  taken  ill,  we  had  in  the  hoipi- 
tal  an  hundred  and  fixty,  and  a  few  officers. 
At  the  beginning,  Dr  Lerch  being  of  opinion 
that  it  was  the  plague,  a  difeafe  he  had  been 
converfant  with  formerly,  advifod  blooding) 
but  to  our  great  difappointment,  every  one 
of  them  died  foon.  We  next  gave  vomits ; 
and  the  operation  was  no  fooqpr  over  than 
we  raifed  a  diaphorejis ,  which  we  kept  up  fol- 
licitoufly,  and  feveral  were  recovered  in  this 
way.  It  is  fcarcely  credible  what  numbers 
of  worms  were  voided,  both  by  ftpol  and 
upwards.  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  water 
in  Gilan  is  very  much  flored  with  earth¬ 
worms,  and  thofe  our  men  voided  were  of 
the  fame  kind.  The  prince,  fome  of  our 
officers,  and  I,  drank  no  water  till  it  was 
boiled  in  earthen  veflels  and  carefully  co¬ 
vered  up  in  cool  places.  As  I  intend  this 
account  of  that  difeafe  for  the  general  good  of 
mankind,  I  hope  the  reader,  whoispoflefled  of 
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humanity,  will  excufe  it ;  and  I  do  not  care 
whether  he  call  it  the  plague  or  malignant 
petechial  fevers  ;  but  Dr  Lerch  and  I  durft 
not  call  it  the  plague,  becaufe  we  might  have 
been  obliged  to  Keep  quarantine  on  Tcha- 
cire  Bugori,  defart  Tandy  iilands,  during  the 
winter,  which  very  probably  would  have 
killed  us  all ;  as  there  were  no  buildings 
to  defend  us  from  the  froft.  Before  we  left 
Ferfia,  the  doctor  and.  I,  for  thefe  reafons, 
had  reported  to  the  prince,  that  it  was  a  pe¬ 
techial  fever;  by  which  means  we  arrived 
without  flop  diredily  to  Aflrachan,  The 
ambafTador  arrived  firft,  in  the  fhip  which 
had  formerly  belonged  to  the  Britifh  mer¬ 
chants,  and  the  reft  were  coming  in  daily. 
At  laft  Dr  Lerch,  with  the  remains  of  his  ho- 
fpital,  arrived  on  the  23d  of  September. 
Mr  GherkeflbfF,  and  a  few  foldiers,  with  our 
crazy  conful,  remained  in  Refhd  to  take  no¬ 
tice  of  the  confulions  in  Perfia,  and  protedl, 
as  much  as  poflible,  the  Ruffian  merchants 
from  violence.  By  this  time  we  got  notice, 
that  the  ambaftador’s  arrival  was  not  agree¬ 
able  to  the  Emprefs, 

The  court  of  §t  Peterfburgh  thought  that, 
the  prince  ought  firft  to  have  afked  and  ob¬ 
tained  liberty.  Upon  this  the  prince  repre- 
fented,  that  as  Nadir  Shach  was  murdered, 
there  remained  no  government  in  Perfia,  e- 
very  khan  or  general  making  pretenfions  to  the 
throne;  and  that  very  day  on  which  we  fet 
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out,  we  had  accounts  of  murders,  mafTaOfes, 
battles,  and  defolation  of  all  kinds  :  But  that, 
kftly,  the  confttfion  was  fo  great,  that  no  pro- 
▼ifions  could  be  got  for  the  fupport  of  the  few 
men  who  remained  alive ;  and  that,  if  he  had 
ttot  taken  this  ftep,  which  he  did  by  the  advice 
and  figned  petition  of  all  his  officers,  it  was  ve¬ 
ry  probable  that  his  whole  command  would 
have  been  Itarved  before  he  could  have  got  any 
provisions  from  Aftrachan ;  for  none  was  to 
be  bought  in  Perfia.  This  at  prelent  fatif- 
lied  the  court,  that  neceflity  was  the  true 
caufe  of  our  return.  However,  we  were 
commanded  to  remain  in  Aftrachan  till  fur¬ 
ther  orders. 

Before  I  make  an  end  of  this  qhapter,  I 
muft  inform  the  reader  of  a  few  things  which 
happened  in  Perfia  before  and  fince  we  left 
it,  which  I  could  not  fo  conveniently  do 
fooner.  The  prince  had  received  orders 
from  court  to  proceed  again  ft  the  conful ; 
and  at  the  lame  time  a  captain  was  fent  from 
the  garrifon  of  Aftrachan  to  officiate  as  con¬ 
ful  in  Relhd.  The  prince  was  Icarcely  ar¬ 
rived  from  Enzilee,  when  the  conful,  having 
been  informed  that  a  captain  was  come  to 
officiate  as  conful,  came  in  great  ftate,  in 
his  Superb  coach,  and  demanded  an  audience. 
This  fool  was  by  fome  of  his  friends,  made 
believe  that  the  orders  to  the  prince  were  ve¬ 
ry  favourable,  and  that  the  captain  was  lent, 
that  he,  (Bakunin)  might  be  returned  into 
<.  Rufiia, 
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JRuffia,  to  anfwer  for  his  tranfaftions  fhere  j 
where,  he  did  not  doubt,  that  a  few  pre- 
feats,  from  the  great  fums  he  had  pillaged 
from  the  merchants,,  properly  bellowed, 
would  free  him  from  any  farther  trouble. 
The  prince  was  fitting  in  a  great  open  gal¬ 
lery  covered  above,  all  laid  over  with  rich 
Feriian  carpets,  except  a  fmall  canal  in  the 
middle,  full  of  fmall  fifh,  and  a  jet  or  fpouc 
of  water  playing  in  the  middle  of  it,  which 
the  Perfians  delight  in,  as  it  cools  the  air. 
“Mr  Bakunin  was  defired  to  walk  in  ;  but  his 
coach  was  not  permitted  to  enter  into  the 
court,  which  was  formed  by  a  very  high 
brick  fquare  wall,  which  furrounded  the  pa¬ 
lace  at  the  diftance  of  about  forty  fathoms 
from  the  houfe.  When  he  had  advanced  on 
foot  to  the  head  of  the  flairs,  he  put  off  a 
pair  of  Perfiart  flippers,  and  advanced  with 
foch  pride,  as  is  only  to  be  feen  in  Beth¬ 
lehem  Hofpital,  or  fome  fuch  place.  Upon 
this  occafion  he  was  drefled  in  a  coat  of  the 
fined  Perfian  velvet ;  his  waidcoac  and 
breeches  were  of  rich  brocade,  with  a  very 
pretty  fword  by  his  fide.  He  congratulated 
the  prince  upon  his  return  to  Refhd  from 
Enzilee  ;  and  faid ,  that  he  had  been  inform¬ 
ed  that  he  was  to  be  fent  to  Ruflia,  which 
was  fb  agreeable  news,  that  it  had  quite  re¬ 
covered  him.  The  prince  anfwered,  that 
he  was  glad  to  fee  him  in  good  health :  That 
be  wag  indeed  to  be  fucceeded  by  a  very  good 
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man,  but  that  he  had  no  orders  to  fend  him 
into  Ruflia ;  but,  that  if  he  cleared  himfelf 
from  the  accufations  laid  againft  him,  he  was 
to  go  with  the  embafly,  as  fecond  fecretary, 
to  Choraflan.  This  effectually  completed 
his  madnefs  ;  He  pulled  his  fword  from  His 
fide*  and  molt  difrefpeCtfully  threw  it  on  the 
carpet  at  the  prince’s  feet,  telling  him,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  he  now  was  convinced  the 
prince  intended  to  ruin  him,  aqd  therefore 
he  voluntarily  delivered  himfelf  up  a  prifo- 
ner. 

The  prince  ordered  an  under*officer  to 
take  charge  of  him,  and  conduct  him  to  his 
houfe,  and  there  keep  him  in  all  fafety. 
When  he  had  advanced  to  the  flair  head,  his 
Perfian  flippers  were  not  to  be  found.  Some 
of  our  men  had  thrown  them  away  ;  for  he 
was  beloved  by  none  but  Dr  Lerch,  He 
made  fome  impertinent  noife  about  his  flip¬ 
pers,  but  .  was  foon  carried  off  by  the  ferjeant. 
Upon  this  occafion  Major  Berezin  reprefent- 
ed  to  the  prince,  before  us  all,  that  Bakunin 
had  not  only  affronted  Iris  Highnefs,  in  a  ve^ 
ry  grofs  manner,  buttheEmprefs  alfo,  whofe 
perfon  he  had  the  honour  to  reprefent ;  and 
therefore  begged,  that,  without  lofs  of  time, 
Bakunin  fhould  be  brought  to  a  trial  by  a 
court-martial,  and  punifhed  with  death,  as 
he  deferved.  The  prince  fmiled  at  the  ma¬ 
jor’s  inipetuofity,  and  took  off  a  light  cap, 
which  he  then  wpre  for  coojnefs,  in  place  of 
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a  periwig,  and  aifked  the  major,  If  he  law 
any  blood  upon  his  head?  The  major  an- 
Twered  in  the  negative.  Then,  faid  the 
prince,  I  thank  God,  being  now  old,  that 
xny  confcience  cannot  accufe  me  of  having 
ever  been  guilty  of  fhedding  human  blood  ; 
now  I  will  not  begin :  If  the  Emprefs  is  af¬ 
fronted,  ihe  is  merciful,  and  has  it  in  her 
power  to  punifh  him  as  (he  (hall  think  pro¬ 
per.  To  this  the  major  replied,  which  in¬ 
deed-proved  very  true,  that  Bakunin  would 
give  him  a  great  deal  of  trouble  ;  which 
might  be  eafily  prevented,  by  bringing  him 
to  a  trial,  and  doing  juftice  to  the  Emprefs, 
and  the  many  poor  fufferers  whom  he  had 
plundered :  But  the  prince  made  an  end  of 
this  affair,  by  commanding  filence. 

After  our  departure,  Ali  Kouli  Khan,  of 
whom  mention  will  be  made  in  another 
place,  had  declared  himfelf  Shach,  and  had 
gone,  after  the  Shach  his  uncle’s  murder,  to 
Mazanderan.  At  this  time  the  inhabitants 
of  Gilan  were  in  great  fear  of  a  party  of  re¬ 
bels,  who  were  advancing  into  their  pro¬ 
vince  from  Aftara,  upon  the  fame  road  we 
travelled.  We  left  with  Mr  Cherkefloff  a 
courier,  called  Adile,  an  Armenian,  a  very 
facetious  fellow  ;  he  knew  all  the  roads  very 
well.  At  this  time  the  governor  and  all  the 
Perfians  in  Gilan  were  quite  difpirited,  and 
knew  not  what  to  do.  Adile,  havipg  Mr 
CherkeflofTs  per  million  to  adt  as  he  pleafed, 
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went  to  the  governor,  and  told  him,  that  if 
he  would  grant  him  die  command  of  the  few 
foldiers  who  were  in  the  city,  not  exceeding 
three  hundred,  and  three  pieces  of  fmalf 
cannon,  he,  (Adde,)  would  undertake  to 
fave  the  province  from  the  rebels,  though 
their  number  was  laid  to  exceed  five  thou- 
fand.  Adile  was  conftituted  colonel  imtne* 
diately  ;  and  he  loft  no>time  in  advancing  to 
a  river,  whofe  banks  were  extremely  fteep, 
except  in  one  place  :  There  he  threw  up  a 
trench,  and  placed  his  cannon,  charged  with 
fmall  (hot.  It  feems,  upon  this  occafion, 
that  Adile  conduced  affairs  very  well ;  he 
gave  out  his  orders  dlftimftly.  and  took  care 
to  feize  all  people  travelling,  either  from  or 
to  the  rebels :  fo  that  they  could  have  no  in* 
formation  of  any  force  feut  againft  them  ; 
and  Adile  knew  well  they  could  not  remain 
in  that  country  long ;  becaufe  they  could 
get  little  provifion. 

They  advanced  in  a  very  carelefs  man¬ 
ner,  and  happened  to  come  up  to  Adile*# 
trench  in  a  morning,  before  it  was  very 
light,  fulpe&ing  no  danger.  Adile  let  them 
advance,  and  ordered  his  men  to  fire  upon 
them  only  with  their  tnufkets.  The  rebels 
advanced  in  great  numbers  ;  when  he  dil- 
charged  his  cannon  upon  them  with  fuch 
judgment,  that  he  killed  great  numbers,  and 
forced,  the  reft  to  fly  the  field.  He  purfaed 
them,  and  made  fuch  havock,  that  Gilan  waa 
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fid  more  troubled  from  that  quarter.  He  no 
/oonet  arrived  in  Rdhd,  victorious  with 
fome.prifoners,  than  an  account  of  his  vifto* 
ty  was  lent  to  Ali  Kouli  Khati,  who  fent  for 
him,  conftitated  him  a  colonel,  and  prefent- 
ed  him  with  a  caftatl,  kingjat,  and  fabre ; 
which  I  few  When  he  returned  to  Ruflia. 
He  gave  him  alfo  a  very  Confide r able  funr  of 
money  ;  how  much,  I  do  iidf  femetnber. 

Before  we  feft  the  coaft  of  Perfia,  Kuli- 
pha’s  lervants,  after  having  fobbed  him,  de¬ 
ferred.  fie  petitioned  tl\e  prince  to  carry 
him1  into  Ruflia ;  but  this  he  would  not  do. 
However,  he  ordered'  Mr  CherkeflofF  to  give 
him  provifidns,  and  take  him  under  his  pro¬ 
tection. 

About  this  time  feme  rebels  entered  the 
province  by  the  Cafbine  road,  and  carried 
off  all  our  horfes,  who  Were  feeding  under 
the  mountains.  They  did  no  hurt  to  a  few 
dragoons,  who  were  attending  the  horfes.  f 
loft  my  beft  horfe,  having  fold  the  reft  in 
Redid  for  a  trifle.  The  prince,  however, 
ordered  payment  to  be  made  for  it,  foon  af¬ 
ter  I  came  to  Hamilton. 

I  am  next  to  give  an  account  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  merchants  efcape  out  of  Perfia.  It  re¬ 
lates  both  to  them  and  Mr  CherkeflofF,  and 
is  a  very  difagreeable  task  to  me;  however 
the  reader  fliall  have  it  as  I  had  it.  A  few 
days  before  we  left  Perfia,  the  BritHh  fac¬ 
tors  waited  upon  the  Prince,  and,  I  being 
I  i  i  interpreter, 
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interpreter,  exprefled  much  uneafinefs  at  the 
prefent  diffracted  affairs  in  Perfia,  and  their 
fear  of  being  involved  in  troubles,  bptli  in 
refpeft  to  their  perfons  and  their  employers 
goods;  they  therefore  begged  that  his  High- 
neft  would  advife  them  what  to  do.  The 
Prince  anfwered,  that  he  was  hot  a  proper 
perlon  to  advife  them  what  to  do  :  But  that 
he  would  protect  them  as  long  as  he  was 
there.  He  faid,  that  if  they  intended  to  go 
for  Aftrachan,  he  would  order  one  fhip  at  a 
reafonable  charge,  tQ  tranfport  part  of  their  ef¬ 
fects,  and  that  he  would  order  every  (hip  to 
take  a  (hare  of  what  fliould  remain  ;  but  by 
no  means  would  he  offer  to  dire#  them:  He 
faid,  that  after  they  had  confidered  the  or¬ 
ders  fent  them  by  their  conftituents, .  he 
thought  that  they  ought  to  be  the  proper 
judges  of  their  own  affairs.  They  returned 
the  Prince  thanks  for  his  goodnefs,  and  told 
him  that  they  were  determined  to  remain  a 
little  longer. 

After  we  were  gone  fometime  in  January 
1 748,  the  city  of  Refhd  was  attacked  by  a 
body  of  rebels :  The  Britifh  merchants  fled, 
as  I  was  informed,  for  protection  to  Mr  Cher- 
kefloff,  who  readily  granted  them  all  the 
afflflance  in  his  power,  and  fent  them  in 
fafety  to  a  fhip,  with  what  money  they  could 
take  with  them.  They  left  however  in  their 
warehoufes,  it  was  faid,  fome  money,  and 
a  cargo  of  valuable  goods,  great  part  of 
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which  fell  a  prey  to  the  rebels ;  whereof  a 
right  account,  I  imagine,  never  was  procu¬ 
red  by  the  merchants  at  home.  It  is  acknow¬ 
ledged  at  all  hands  that  the  Britifh  merchants 
at  this  time  loft  upwards  of  .eighty  thou  land 
pounds  value:  Which  value  might  have  been 
laved  if  the  factors  had  left  Redid  when  we 
left  it :  The  prince  gave,  them  a  promile, 
and  certain  I  am  he  would  have  performed 
it,  to  aflift  them  with  Ihipping  and  other- 
wile  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power.  If  they 
had  put  their  goods  on  board  a  (hip  at  En- 
zilee,  the  London  merchants  could  have 
been  no  great  lofers. 

When  we  left  Perlia,  every  thing  in  that 
country  was  in  the  utmoft  confufion  ;  the 
gentlemen  in  Redid  were  not  ignorant  of  it, 
which  was  thereafonoftheiralkingtheprince’s 
advice  what  they  were  to  do?  The  prince 
was  ready  to  affift  them,  but  would  not  ven¬ 
ture  to  give  advice  in  affairs  which  concern¬ 
ed  him  not,  nor  did  he  uhderftand  fuch  af¬ 
fairs.  Mr  Cherkedbff,  a  man  whom  I  was 
welf  acquainted  with  (ince  the  year  1740, 
was  accufed  of  not  having  prote<fted  them, 
and  of  having  helped  to  rob  them  :  But 
by  whom  ?  and  how  were  their  accufations 
teftified  ?  He  was  accufed  by  the  Britidi  who 
loft  their  goods,  and  he  was  acculed  in  no 
legal  way,  but  in  letters  to  their  conftitu- 
cnts !  Strange  as  this  may  appear,  it  is,  I 
am  perfuaded,  very  true,  and  it  is  moft 

furprifing 
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furprifing  that  the  merchants,  could  not  get 
an  edift  from  the  Court  of  St  Peterlburgh  to 
have  common  juft  ice  done  them,  feeing  they 
had  never  been  baulked  in  any  reasonable 
demand,  and  at  that  very  time  had  the  beft 
opportunity  of  having  juftice  done  them* 
They  knew  in  what  favour  our  Ambaftador 
the  late  Earl  of  Jiyndford  then  flood  at  that 
court.  They  knew  that  he  had  carried  thro* 
affairs  with  eafe,  which  his  predeceflors 
could  make  nothing  of ;  and  is  it  credible 
that  he  cpuld  not  have  had  common  juftice 
done  to  the  JJritUh  fadory  again  ft  the  reft*- 
dent,  a  man  of  no  family,  who  had  none  to 
ibppoirr  his  intereft,  a  man  who  by  his  na¬ 
tural  faculties  had  raifed  himfelf  from  being 
an  unknown,  young,  Circadian  captive,  to 
the  rank  of  a  major,  a  counfeftor  in  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  thefe  countries,  and  refident  at 
Reftid  ?  I  fay  that  it  is  not  probable  that  the 
Gilan  fattors  were  in  earned  when  they  ac- 
cufed  him ;  but  to  whom  did  they  accufe 
him  ?  to  their  employers  In  a  very  vague 
manner,  1  have  reafon  to  believe  ;  for  when 
I  faw  Mr  Mirope  in  Mofcow,  I  told  him  that 
|  fcarcely  could  think  that  Mr  CherkeflofF 
would  be  guilty  of  any  ftep,  for  which  he 
qould  not  anfwer ;  I  told  him  alfo  that  he 
bore  an  exceeding  good  chara&er,  that  he 
was  no  fool,  was  univerfally  known,  and 
that  I  made  no  doubt  he  would  give  fuch 
m  account  of  Ids  conduct,  as  would  ap- 
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pear  Xgtis&ftory  to  every  ch&iterefted  per- 
ion.  At  that  time,  Mr  Mirope  did  not  re- 
liftx  this  difcourfrp.  It  cannot  be  denied  that 
in  a  letter  dated  June  j,  74$,  they  accufed 
Mr  Cherkeflbff  for  endeavouring  to  frighten 
them,  as  they  term  it,  out  of  Petfia.  They 
acknowledge  in  that  letter,  that  the  refident 
gave  them  an  account  of  the  confufions  in 
Perfia,  of  the  dangers  they  were  expofed  to, 
and  of  the  readinefs  he  was  in  to  aflift 
them.  Did  this  look,  as  if  he  bad  any  view 
to  rob  them  ?  If  they  had  followed  the  ad¬ 
vice  be  gave  them  at  that  time,  would  not 
the  Britifh  trade  have  been  gainers,  .and 
would  they  not  have  prevented  eighty  thou- 
fand  pounds,  value  from  falling  into  the  re¬ 
bels  hands  ?  If  Prince  Golitzin  had  conde- 
fcended  to  have  favoured  them  with  his  ad¬ 
vice,  and  if  things  had  not  turned  out  to 
their  wifh,  it  is  certain  they  would  not  have 
fcfupled  to  have  blamed  the  prince.  They 
acknowledged  long  before  they  met  with 
their  misfortunes,  that  Mr  Cherkefloff  ad- 
viled  them  to  (hip  off  their  money  and  goods 
for  Aftrachan,  forei'eeing  the  danger  they 
were  expofed  to,  and  endeavoured  to  make 
them  fenfible  of  it.  This  wholefome  advice 
they  not  only  rejected,  but  accufed  him  in 
their  way,  of  endeavouring  to  frighten  them 
out  of  Perlia.  Well,  what  was  the  conie- 
quence  of  not  following  Mr  Cherkefloff ’s 
advice  •  They  remained  till  they  loft  to  the 
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value  of  eighty  thoufand  pounds  to  their 
employers,  and  then  they  blame  Mr  Cher- 
kelToff,  who  had  long  before  that  advifed 
them  to  fave  their  employers  goods.  They 
did  not  care  to  venture  to  accufe  Mr  Cher- 
keflbff  in  a  legal  manner,  when  they  could 
not  fail  to  have  juftice  done  them  :  But  they 
only  do  this  to  their  employers  in  private 
letters,  as  far  as  I  ever  was  informed.  The 
reafon  of  my  having  taken  fiich  notice  of 
this  affair  is  with  a  view  to  fet  it  in  a  true 
light,  and  in  fuch  as  their  own  letters  ac¬ 
knowledge  to  be  true,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  do  juftice  to  a  man,  whom  I  believe  to  be 
honourable,  and  efteemed  purely  for  his  in¬ 
tegrity. 


CHAP.  XXX. 

Concerning  the  Manners  and  Cujloms  of  the  Per - 
fans ,  with  a  Jhort  Account  of  the  famous 
Nadir  Shach, 

IN  this  chapter,  I  do  not  propofe  to  give 
a  hiftory  of  the  Perfians,  nor  indeed  of 
all  the  actions  of  the  late  Nadir  Shach  :  All 
I  propofe  is  to  give  a  very  fuccinft  account 
of  Nadir  Shach,  and  the  manners  and  drefs  of 
the  Perfians  ;  for  it  appeared  that,  when  we 
were  there,  they  were  governed  by  no  fixed 
laws,  but  by  the  immediate  will  and  plea- 
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lure  of  their  governors.  They  made  -in¬ 
deed  profeflion  of  religion :  But  that  was 
only  nominal  and  extremely  fuperficial ;  as 
for  cultoms  they  were  altogether  aboliihed 
before  we  went  into  their  country,  unlels 
robbery,  beating  and  murdering  one  ano¬ 
ther,  be  allowed  to  be  their  cultoms.  ' 

The  Perlians  are  naturally  a  very.  agUe, 
lively  people,  the  generality  of  their  men 
are  middle  lized,  rather  of  the  fmaller 
kind,  but  very  well  made,  tawny,  black- 
eyed,  with  black  hair,  Roman  noled,  and 
thick  lipped.  They  all  wear  high  caps  ga¬ 
thered  at  the  tops,  which  are  tapering;  they 
love  the  red  colour,  becaufe  their  foldiers 
caps  are  of  that  colour,  and  therefore  they 
are  called  KifelbaChee,  or  red  heads.  Their 
coats  and  veils  are  Ihiort,  and  they  wear 
long  drawers  and  hofe  made  of  cloath ;  in 
place  of  Ihoes  they  wear  univerfally  flippers, 
with  longer  and  more  tapering  heels  than 
thofe  wore  by  our  Britilh  ladies;  which 
make  them  appear,  in  Handing  or  walking, 
as  if  they  had  no  mulculous  polteriors  ;  be¬ 
caufe  they  are  forced  to  Hand  very  eredl. 

Their  foldiers  conlill  chiefly  in  horfe  ; 
I  have  feen  foot  alfo  ;  and  they  are  elleem- 
ed,  jullly,  I  imagine,  the  bell  horfemen  in 
the  world.  They  have  a  lingular  way  of 
managing  their  horfes  :  They  ride  at  a  gen¬ 
tle  trot,  or  walk  them  ;  but  as  they  are  not 
regular,  they  very  frequently  run  off  at  a  full 
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gallop,  and  at  Once  flop  their  horfes  ;  then 
pufh  on,  turning  nimbly,,  frequently  to  the 
right  or  left  fide,  as  the  ridfer  thinks  proper. 
If  they  are  near  a  ltbep  low  hill,  they  love  to 
run  up  it  as  fall  as  the  horfe  is  able.  When 
they  arrive  in  their  camp,  they  Cover  their 
horfes  over  with  deaths  three  or  four  folds 
thick  ;  then  they  tether  their  horfes  by  the 
hinder  feet,  keeping  them  at  a  diftance ;  lb 
that  they  cannot  eafily  lye  down :  They  then 
place  cut  llraw,  or  hay,. at  fuch  diftance,  that 
the  horfe  can  but  get  to  it ;  lb  that  the  bealt 
is,  as  it  were,  con llarttly  upon  the  ftretch. 
They  feed  them  twice  daily  w  ith  good  bar¬ 
ley,  With  Which  We  were  obliged  to  feed 
ours,,  which  purged  them  fmardy  for  two 
or  three  days  at  firit" ;  but  it  had'  a  good  ef¬ 
fect,  hi  making  them  very  clear-lkinned. 
The  Perfian  foldiers  rub  down  their  horfes 
frequently  through  the  day  :  They  are  fod¬ 
der  of  their  horfes  than  of  their  wives. 

By  the  Mahometan  law,  the  Perfians  can, 
and  frequently  do,  marry  four  wives,  and 
are  at  liberty  to  keep  as  many  concubines  as 
they  pleafe.  The  world  cannot  prpduce 
greater  Haves  than  the  Perfian  women  are.  to 
their  hufbands.  We  were  told,  that  a  huf- 
band  may  chaftize  his  wife,  but  mult  take 
care  that  his  feverity  does  not  prove  the  caufe 
of  her  deadi ;  for  if,  upon  inquiry,  it  proves 
to  be  fo,  and  the  wife  has  relations  who  can 
profecutedie  murderer,  the  judge  delivers  the 
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Criminal  to  the  relations  of  his  deceafed  w  fe, 
who  never  fail  to  put  him  to  death,  after  the 
fame  manner  he  killed  his  wife :  This,  how¬ 
ever,  is  not  always  the  Cafe.  When  our  men 
went  firft  to  Baka  with  the  horfes,  and  other 
prefeiits,  the  governor  of  that  city  gave  them 
ail  order  for  feizing  all  the  timber  they  could 
get  in  the  city  to  make  (falls  and  (fables  for 
the  horles.  One  of  our  grooms  happening 
to  fee  a  board ,  took  it.  The  woman  to 
whom  it  belonged  could  fpeak  the  Ruflian 
language  well ;  (he  was  deliring  the  groom  not 
to  carry  aWaythe  board,  when  her  hufband 
made  his  appearance;  who,  without  any  great 
concern,  cut  off  her  head  with  a  hatchet ; 
nor  did  we  ever  hear  that  he  differed  for  this 
aftion.  When  we  were  encamped  at  Enzi- 
lee,  a  woman  arrived  in  our  camp,  to  beg 
that  the  prince  would  take  her  tinder  his 
protection,  and  order  the  governor  of  Gilan 
to  deliver  up  a  man,  who  had  murdered  his 
wife,  to  her  relations,  who  had  gained,  after 
this  wicked  aCtion,  by  the  force  of  money, 
the  governor  of  Refhd’s  protection;  The 
prince,  however,  would  not  interfere  in  their 
affairs,  but  permitted  the  Woman  to  ,  (lay  a-' 
bout  our  camp,  where  (he  did  not  fail  to  get 
plenty,  and  protection  from  our  people.  I 
am  of  opinion,  that  the  prelent  laws  of  Per** 
fia  are  entirely  lodged  m  the  judge's  bread  ; 
and  that  if  a  villain  has  money,  or  fubdance, 
he  may  perpetrate  any  crime  with  impunity. 

Kkk  The 
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The  women  in  Perfia  are  well  enough 
proportioned ;  but  I  was  informed  that  they 
were  not  very  beautiful,  having  had  but  few 
opportunities  of  feeing  them  myfelf.  At  Cura 
I  one  day  faw  an  elderly  woman  drefled  in 
a  ragged  filk  gown,  whom  hunger  had  for¬ 
ced  into  our  camp,  followed  by  two  young 
girls,  who  paid  her  great  refpett.  As  (he 
pafled  through,  Ihe  carefully  picked  up  feme 
barley  out  of  horfe-dung,  and  eat  it ;  at 
which  one  of  our  dragoons  would  have  bea¬ 
ten  her,  if  I  had  not  prevented  him.  The 
prince  having  been  informed  of  her  diftrels, 
•caufed  feed  her  and  her  attendants,  as  long 
as  w.e  ftaid  there.  She  laid,  that  (he  was 
well  born,  and  had  been  married  to  a  Khan  ; 
but  that  her  family  happening  to  fall  under 
the  Shach’s  difpleafure,  was  utterly  extirpat¬ 
ed,  and  that  none  remained  with  her  but 
the  two  girls,  who  never  would  leave  her. 
1  his  woman  never  had  been  a  beauty.  I 
have  feen  many  girls,  efpecially  at  Refhd, 
who  were  very  beautiful ;  but  I  was  inform¬ 
ed  that  thefe  were  Georgians. 

One  day,  palling  by  a  houfe  out  of  the 
city,  five  or  fix  very  beautiful  girls  ap¬ 
peared  at  the  door  uncovered,  and  feemed 
to  be  very  merry  :  They  laughed,  and  made 
fome  figns,  as  it  were,  inviting  my  com¬ 
rades  and  me  to  go  into  the  houfe  ;  and  I 
was  told  by  others,  that  I  was  not  miftaken, 
for  they  were  common  to  any. 
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I  once  few  a  few  girls  who  were  kept  by 
one  of  the  generals  of  the  -Perfian  army,  look 
out  of  a  tent  uncovered,  as  we  pafled  by  ; 
but  I  was  told,  that  if  their  Lord  knew  that 
they  had  expo  fed  themfelves,  he  would  have 
punilhed  them  mofl:  feverely.  They  were 
young,  very  pretty ;  and  laid  to  be  Georgi¬ 
ans.  I  was  informed  that  the  Perfian  wo* 
men,  in  general,  would  looner  expofe  to  pu¬ 
blic  view  any  part  of  their  bodies  than  their 
feces. 

One  of  the  Britilh  merchants  at  Relhd 
told  me,  that  one  morning  very  early,  as  he 
was  walking  by  a  burial  place,  he  there  few 
a  very  comely  young  woman  fitting  in  her 
fhift,  being  extremely  hot  weather,  giving 
her  child  fuck ;  he  was  very  near  her  before 
fhe  fpied  him  ;  which  fhe  no  looner  had 
done,  than  fhe  covered  her  face  with  her 
fhift,  expofing  what  our  women  carefully 
conceal.  Many  fuch  ftories  I  was  informed 
of,  which  are  not  worth  repeating. 

Men  may  marry  for  life,  or  for  any  de¬ 
termined  time  in  Perfia,  as  well  as  throygh 
all  Tartary.  I  was  allured,  that  merchants, 
and  other  travellers,  who  intended  to  flay  a 
month,  or  longer,  in  any  city,  commonly 
applied  to  the  cadee,  or  judges  for  a  wife 
during  the  time  he  propofed  to  ftay.  That 
the  cadee,  for  a  Hated  gratuity,  produced  a 
number  of  girls,  whom  he  declared  to  be  ho- 
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neft,  and  free  from  difeafes,  and  became 
furety  for  them.  It  is  laid,  that,  amongft 
thoufands,  there  has  not  been  one  in  fiance  of 
their  difhonefty,  during  the  time  agreed  up¬ 
on.  I  have  been  aifo  told,  that  merchants 
who  trade  in  different  cities,  whole  bufinefs 
obliges  them  to  live  in  thefe  cities  fome  time 
every  year,  pr  who  keep  a  warehoufe,  mar¬ 
ry  a  wife  for  life  ;  and  that  they  fuperintend 
their  houle  in  their  abfence,  and  generally 
prove  very  true  to  the  truft  repofed  in  them. 

The  Perfian  women  are  all  dreffed  in  long 
gowns  of  filk  or  cotton  :  They  all  wear  filk 
or  cotton  drawers,  which  reach  down  to 
{heir  ancles ;  they  wear  bracelets  of  gold, 
either  wrought  or  fet  with  precious  {tones  a- 
bout  their  ancles  and  wrifls  ;  and  the  fbre- 
jnoft  parts  of  of  their  fliift6,  which  are  com¬ 
monly  of  filk,  from  a  point  immediately  be¬ 
low  the  navel,  are  embroidered  down  to  the 
bottom  with  gold  or  filver  figures,  forming  a 
large  triangle,  whofe  upper  angle  is  acute. 
They  never  cut  the  nails  of  their  fingers,  as 
we  do,  but  let  them  grow  long  and  pointed; 
they  are  coloured  with  red,  on  the  firft  joint 
of  each  finger.  1  have  fometimes  beenconfult- 
ed  about  their  difeafes  j  and  though  great 
care  was  taken,  upon  fuch  occafions,  that  I 
(hould  fee  no  part  of  their  perfon,  yet  they 
could  not  hinder  my  feeing  their  hands 
-  when  I  felt  their  pulfe :  And  though  fre- 
^uent.y  it  is  very  neceflary  to  fee  their  faces, 

in 


Digitized  by  Google 


TRAVELS-  445 

$n  fome  difeafes,  the  Perfians  never  would 
permit  them  to  be  unvailed.  When  they  gp 
to  the  bath,  which  they  do  twice  or  thrice 
in  a  week,  they  are  vailed  with  white  linen, 
but  have  a  piece  of  net-work  before  their 
eyes,  which  renders  every  thing  vifible  to 
them,  but  prevents  any  from  feeing  them.  , 
Mr  CherkeffofF  and  1  were  lodged  in  the 
rooms  where  the  Shach’s  women  were  for¬ 
merly  kept,  and  the  bagnio  was  at  the  back 
of  our  apartments  ;  but  there  was  a  commu¬ 
nication  by  a  door,  which  was  made  fall 
when  the  women  were  bathing.  One  day 
the  dragoons  who  attended  us,  having  got 
drunk,  overhearing  the  women  laughing, 
broke  into  their  bagnio  ;  but  Mr  CherkeffofF 
coming  in  at  the  fame  time,  and  overhearing 
the  great  alarm  the  women  were  put  into, 
fpoiled  their  fport. 

The  Perfian  women  endure  all  forts  of 
hardfliips,  and  undergo  all  kinds  of  drudge¬ 
ry  ;  the  common  women  efpedally,  drefs 
the  land,  plant  the  rice,  and  clean  their  fields, 
and  do  every  other  hard  work,  while  their 
hufbands  only  look  after  markets,  and  fmoke 
the  callian. 

One  day  at  Refhd,  I  went  with  my  coun¬ 
trymen  into  the  country  to  vifit  one  of  their 
acquaintances,  who  bred  (ilk-worms.  At 
our  arrival,  the  man  caufed  his  wives,  I 
thjnk  he  had  three,  fpread  carpets  on  the 
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graft  in  the  garden,  upon  which  we  fat/ 
fmoked  the  callian,  eat  fome  fruits,  and 
drank  fome  water;  for  they  prefent  no  other 
liquor.  This  man  had  many  children,  yet, 
by  the  afliftance  of  the  women  and  them,  he 
fold  as  much  lilk  yearly  as  would  have  been 
fufficient  to  maintain  them  abundantly,  if 
the  cruel  Nadir  had  not  diftreffed  them  lo 
much.  I  do  not  believe  that  this  garden 
exceeded  two  acres  of  ground ;  it  was  plant¬ 
ed  all  over  with  mulberry  trees,  except  a 
fmall  piece  for  herbs. 

I  do  not  propofe  nor  pretend  to  give  the 
reader  a  minute  hiftory  of  Nadir  Shach,  com¬ 
monly  called  Kouli  Khan ;  nor  of  all  the 
battles  he  fought,  far  left  the  hiftory  of  Per- 
lia,  which  I  take  to  be  foreign  to  my  defign : 
All  I  intend  is,  in  as  few  words  as  I  poflibly 
can,  to  give  the  fum  of  his  addons,  and  his 
character  in  miniature ;  in  doing  which,  how¬ 
ever,  Ij  find  myfelf  obliged  to  differ  from 
thofe  who  have  written  before  me,  as  my 
intelligence  was  from  the  better  fort  of  peo¬ 
ple  in  Perfia,  and  more  authentic  than  that 
of  fome  few  others. 


CHAP. 
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Being  an  Account  of  the  Birth,  Parentage ,  Ac¬ 
tions,  and  Death  of  the  cruel  Nadir  Shach. 

NAdir  was  bom  in  Chalat,  by.fome 
called  Kxlat,  iii  the  year  1687.  He 
was  the  heir  of  the  prince  of  that  ftrong 
place.  Chalat  is  faid  to  be  an  impregnable 
caftle,  fituated  amongft  the  hills,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Mefhed ;  and  though  it 
acknowledged  obedience  to  the  crown  of  Per- 
fia,  was  ruled  or  governed  by  a  fuccefiion  of 
princes,  who  e (teemed  Chalat  their  perfonal 
eftate ;  and  the  inhabitants  paid  obedience 
to  thefe  princes  of  their  own  kindred,  tho* 
probably  they  would  not  have  been  complai- 
fant  enough  to  pay  obedience  to  any  Perfian 
governor  ;  which,  no  doubt,  was  the  reafon 
that  the  court  of  Perfia  was  willing  to  let 
them  have  their  own  way  of  government,  fo 
long  as  they  were  good  neighbours,  and  ac¬ 
knowledged  fome  fubmiflion  and  fubjedtion 
to  the  crown  of  Periia. 

When  Nadir  was  about  nine  years  old  his 
father  died,  and  left  the  government  of  Cha¬ 
lat  to  his  brother,  till  Nadir  ftiould  be  of 
age,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  that  coun¬ 
try.  The  uncle,  whofe  name  I  have  not 
written  in  my  journal,  ruled  the  people  with 
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fuch  difcretion,  that  they  confirmed  him, 
during  his  life,  in  the  government,  in  pre¬ 
judice  of  young  Nadir,  of  whom  they  had 
no  great  conceit.  They  began  early  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  he  probably  would  prove  a  very 
turbulent  prince,  and  were  afraid  that  his 
government  would  be  Very  difagreeable  to 
them. 

Nadir  did  not  refifh  fuch  ufage  :  It  is  laid 
that  he  retired ;  Hanway  fays,  that  he  was 
captivated  by  the  U (becks  ;  but  I  never  was 
informed  of  this,  nor  of  many  other  anec¬ 
dotes  of  his  life  which  Mr  Hanway  gives, 
nor  of  his  killing  the  courier ;  but  it  is  cer¬ 
tain,  that  he  retired  into  Khoraflan,  Which 
the  Perfians  call  Chorafian,  and  entered  the 
Shach’s  fervice  as  a  foldier,  anno  1712.  He 
had  not  ferved  long  until  his  military  genius, 
and,  no  doubt,  his  birth  helped  him  to  be 
taken  notice  of  by  Babulu  Khan ,  then  gover¬ 
nor  of  Chorafian*  Befides,  he  was  a  remark¬ 
ably  firong,  bold  man  ;  qualifications  which 
will  never  fail  to  recommend  a  loldier,  efpe- 
cially  when  a  country  is  daily  invaded  by 
enemies,  which  was  the  fituation  of  Choraf¬ 
ian  at  that  time.  He  was  not  long  in  the 
fervice  till  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  a 
colonel ;  for,  in  the  year  1719,  a  great  body 
of  Usbecks  fell  upon  Chorafian,  deftroying 
the  country  where-ever  they  went,  carrying 
off  the  inhabitants  into  flavery,  and  feizing 
their  cattle. 
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The  governor  and  his  counfel,  were  even 
afraid  that  they  would  attempt  Melhed ;  he 
therefore  fummoned  a  council  of  war,  where 
Nadir  was  admitted,  though  he  had,  by  the 
cuftom  of  Perfia,  no  right  to  give  advice;  yet 
this  was  a  very  proper  time  for  him,  who  had 
nothing  to  lofe  but  his  life,  upon  which  he 
did  not  fet  great  value,'  in  refpe£t  of  making 
hinjfelf  remarkable  in  the  world.  He  pati¬ 
ently  heard  what  every  one  faid ;  and  obfer- 
ving  that  the  refuk  of  their  con  (ultatioh  end¬ 
ed  not  to  his  liking,but  was  the  effect  of  fear 
and  confufion,  viz.  to  keep  within  the  dty, 
therefore  he  hegged  leave  of  the  governor 
to  fpeak;  which  being  granted,  in  oppofition 
to  all  the  generals  prelent,  he  humbly  repre- 
fentecj,'  that  the  city  being  very  large,  and 
the  number  of  troops  very  fmall,  it  would 
be  impoflibie  to  defend  it  againft  fuch  num¬ 
bers  of  Ufbecks:  Add  to  this,  that  a  ftW 
days  would  reduee  die  citizens  and  foldiers 
to  a  dreadful  famine,  becaufe  they  were  al¬ 
ready  in  great  want.  He  faid,  that  he  had. 
proved  the  Shach’s  foldiers  bravery  to  be  much 
fuperior  to  the  Ufbecks;  and  that  if  he  were 
favoured  witli  the  command,  he  made  no 
doubt  of  foon  reducing  the  Ufbecks  to  ane- 
ceffity  of  evacuating  the  province.  So  rati¬ 
onal  an  advice,  given  by  a  man  whofe  milita¬ 
ry  genius  had  been  proved  in  different  for¬ 
mer  actions,  was,  however,  agreeable  to 
none  prefent  but  the  governor.  He  infilled 
L 11  that 
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that  Nadir’s  advice  fbould  be  taken ;  but  the 
generals  prelent  would  not  ferve  under  a  ju¬ 
nior,  a  creature  of  the  governor’s.  Of  this 
Nadir  was  glad,  becaufe  now  he  was  fure  of 
meeting  with  no  oppohtion  in  the  field,  and 
begged  leave  of  the  governor  that  he  might  be 
at  liberty  to  appoint  his  lieutenants  pro  tem - 
pore,  adding,  that  if  this  was  granted,  he 
would  promife  either  to  return  victorious,  or 
deliver  up  himfelf  to  the  governor,  to  be  pu- 
nifhed  as  he  fhould  think  proper,  if  h<?  esca¬ 
ped  death  in  battle.  7  he  governor  granted 
all  his  demands.  Nadir  loft  no  time,  and 
being  well  acquainted  With  the  country,  he, 
by  trufty  fpies,  got  certain  notice*  that  the 
Ufbecks  were  encamped,  with  all  fecurity,  on 
the  banks  of  Tedjen.  Nadir  did  not,  as  I 
was  informed,  march  againft  them  in  an 
ostentatious  manner ;  neither  is  fuch  conduit 
agreeable  to  the  well-known  military  conduit 
of  Nadir;  for  at  all  times,  though  none  were 
more  brave,  he  ufed  more  policy  than  can 
well  be  believed ;  and  all  bis  military  atchieve- 
ments,  except  the  unfortunate  battle  with 
Topal  Ofman,  feera  to  prove  the  truth  of  this 
aflertion ;  and  that  mifcondult  feemed  to  have 
proceeded  from  his  defpifing  his  enemies, 
whom  he  had  at  all  times  vanquifhed  former- 
ly. 

Nadir  was  fortunate ;  he  killed  great  num¬ 
bers,  and  returned  victorious  to  Mefhed  with 
many  thoufands  of  prifoners.  He  not  only 
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made  great  booty  of  their  cattle,  but  got  alt 
their  tent9  and  baggage,  and  relieved  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Choroflan ;  and  returned  to  the. 
natives  every  thing  which  was  taken  from 
them  by  the  Ufbecks.  Thus  he  returned  to. 
Mefhed  loaded  with  deferved  honour,  and 
the  praifes  of  the  whole  province;  and  pray¬ 
ers  for  his  fafety  and  future  profperity.  The- 
governor,  in  the  greateft  raptures  of  joy,  re¬ 
ceived  him,  and  promifed  to  acquaint  the 
unfortunate  Shach  Tathmas  alias  Tachmas, 
of  this  extraordinary  deliverance,  and  at  the. 
fame  time  intreat  him  to  create  him  (Nadir) 
a  general,  when  the  firft  vacancy  fhould  hap¬ 
pen.  An  opportunity  foon  prdented ;  but 
the  Shach  promoted  a  young  nobleman,  not. 
bred  to  arms,  a  relation  of  the  governor’s. 
This  Nadir  could  not  put  up  with,  without, 
reproaching  the  governor  in  very  harfli  terms; 
and  when  the  governor  endeavoured  to  allured 
him  that  he  had  a&ed  honourably,  Nadir 
hefitated  not,  in  the  moft  impertinent  man¬ 
ner,  to  call  him  treacherous,  and  a  liar;  for 
which  the  governor  caufed  him  to  be  bafti- . 
nadoed,  or  beat  on  the  foies  of  his  feet,  un¬ 
til  the  nails  of  his  toes  ftarted. 

This  puniflnnent  was  not  fufficient  to  calm 
the  turbulent  fpirit  of  Nadir  ;  it  only  ferved  * 
to  exafperate  him ;  and  though  he  kept  filent 
till  he  recovered,  this  no  fooner  happened  than 
he  fled  to  the  mountains,  where  numbers  ofdef- 
pprate  vagabonds  reforted  to  him.  He  not  only 
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robbed  die  caravans,  but  laid  the  whole  pro* 
vince  under  contribution,  which  terrified  the 
governor  with  the  dread  of  his  refen tment. 
Though  Nadir  plundered  the  caravans,  and 
neighbouring  Tartars,  not  fubjeft  to  Perfia, 
the  Perfians  told  us,  that  he  did  no  great 
harm  to  the  inhabitants  of  Choroffan.  His 
uncle  at  laft,  however,  wrote  to  Nadir,  and 
defired  him  to  refrain  from  fo infamous  a  way 
of  living,  promifing  at  the  fame  time  to  pror 
Cure  a  pardon  from  the  weak  Tsehmas,  for  all 
his  paft  faults.  To  this  Nadir  was  not  averfe, 
and  his  uncle  foon  procured  him  a  hill  par¬ 
don.  Nadir,  under  colour  of  paying  his  un- 
pie  the  moll  fincere  returns  of  gratitude,  went 
to  his  patrimony,  the  well  known  Chalat,with 
but  a  few  of  his  followers ;  and  ordered  fome 
hundreds  of  his  men  to  draw  near  it,  and  be 
ready,  at  a  fignal  given,  to  approach  the  on¬ 
ly  gate,  in  all  hade.  Nadir  was,  with  his  at¬ 
tendants,  admitted  into  the  callle.  In  the 
morning  of  the  following  day,  his  attendants 
feized  the  gate  of  the  city  without  much  re¬ 
finance;  and  Nadir,  at  the  fame  time,  mur¬ 
dered  his  uncle ;  and  thus  he  made  an  eafy 
conqueft  of  that  impregnable  place. 

It  was  in  Chalat  that  Nadir,  when  he  was 
Shach,  depofited  all  his  riches.  The  Petfi- 
ans  told  me,  that  it  Hands  in  a  valley  fur* 
rounded  with  perpendicular  rocks,  which 
none  but  the  winged  inhabitants  can  alter, 
except  at  one  place,  which  is  well  fortified, 
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sind  rendered  as  impregnable  by  art  as  the 
reft  is  by  nature.  They  affirm,  that  the 
fields  and  hills  can  produce,  ‘Within  the  Cha- 
lat,  without  greatly  improving  the  ground, 
as  much  provifions  as  can  eafily  maintain 
12,000  men ;  confequently  it  need  furpiife 
none,  that  the  Kings  of  Perfia  are  glad  to  be 
friends  with  thefe  people,  who  hare  it  in  their 
power  to  be  very  troublefome  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Choroilan,  and  even  to  Mefhed, 
whence  it  is  not  very  for  diftant. 

Nadir  having  now  become  polfefled  of  his 
father’s  inheritance,  and  added  to  the  natives 
of  Chalat,  about  6000  brave  daring  troops, 
was  very  formidable ;  but  ftill  feemed  to  with 
well  to  the  inhabitants  of  Choroflan ;  and  in¬ 
deed  he  (hewed  greater  kindnefs  for  this  pro¬ 
vince,  than  all  the  reft  of  Perfia,  even  to  the 
day  of  his  death.  He  now,  without  the  afi* 
fifiance  of  any,  determined  to  recover  Ni- 
chabur  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Afgans,  tho* 
their  garrifon  was  very  numerous.  To  this 
purpofe  he  fent  a  few  hundreds  of  his  men 
to  decoy  them  amongft  the  hills.  It  turned 
out  to  his  wifh,  and  he  cut  them  to  pieces ; 
and,  drefted  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
Afgans,  he  ordered  a  confiderable  body  of 
his  troops  to  go  to  the  city,  driving  before 
them  a  great  number  of  his  own  men,  as  if 
they  were  captives.  By  this  ftratagem  they 
got  an  eafy  admifiion  into  the  city,  and  (oon 
put  all  the  Afgans  to  death,  and  freed 
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this  ancient  capital  of  Choroflan,  and  the 
whole  province,  from  the  tyranny  of  foreign¬ 
ers  ;  but  he  was  much  dreaded,  •  though  he 
did  them  no  harm.  Thefe  atchievements 
performed,  he  wpote  to  Shach  Tachmas,  and 
after  having  given  him  an  account  of  his  ra¬ 
pid  progrefs,  he  declared,  that  he  was  one 
of  the  moft  faithful  fubjeds  which  his  Ma je¬ 
lly  had,  and.  that  he  was  ready  to  come  and 
aflift  his  Majefty  with  6000  as  brave  troops 
as  ever  Perfia  bred,  providing  the  Shach  would 
pardon  all  bypaft  errors  committed  by  him 
and  his  men.  The  poor  Shach  had  only 
Choroflan,  Athabat,  and  Mazanderan,  who 
acknowledged  themfelves  his  fubjeds;  the  reft 
of  Perfia  was  torn  from  him  by  the  Turks 
Ruffians,  and  Afgans  ;  confequently  he  was 
glad  to  get  fuch  afliftance.  He  agreed  to  all 
Nadir’s  demands,  who  foon  appeared  before 
his  Majefty  in  Mazanderan. 

The  firft  thing  he  performed  was,  to  put 
to  death  Fatey  Ali  Khan,  the  Shach’s  princi-r 
pal  minifter,  and  general  of  the  army.  Then 
he  carried  the  King  into  Choroflan,  where  he 
recruited  the  army  in  the  year  1727.  In 
the  year  1728,  he  was  dignified  with  the  ti¬ 
tle  of  Khan,  and  was  appointed  commander 
in  chief  of  the  Shach’s  army;  and  a  (hort 
time  after  that,  the  King  called  him  Tach- 
ipas  Kuli  Khan,  which  is,  in  Perfia,  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  greateft  honours,  to  be 
called  after  the  King,  He  got  permiflxon 
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from  the  King  to  reduce  the  only  city  remain¬ 
ing,  which  was  fituated  on  die  borders  of 
Choroflan  next  to  Kandahaar,  fcarcely  twp 
hundred  miles  fouth-eaft  from  Mefhed,  .  cal¬ 
led  Herat.  This  he  dub  without  effufion  of 
blood,  excepting  that  he  brought  the  rebel 
governor’s  head  to  the  Shach.  Having  re 
duced  ali  Choroflan  to  the  King’s  obedience, 
he  got  permiflion  from  the  King  to  march  his 
army,  confiding  of  about  twenty-five  thou- 
iand  men,  well  difciplined,  towards  Ifpha- 
han,  the  metropolis  of  Perfia,  againft  the  Af 
gans,  who  had  conquered  all  the  fouthem 
provinces,  and  were  commanded  by  Afhreff. 
This  Afhreff  was  acknowledged  Shach  of  Per* 
fia  by  the  Turks :  He  was  informed  of  the  ra¬ 
pid  progrefs  of  Kuli  Khan,  and  was  determi  < 
ned  to  feek  him  in  Choroflan ;  but  Kuli  Khan 
having  perfuaded  the  Shach  to  remain  in 
Choroflan,  marched  his  army  only  to  the  ci¬ 
ty  of  Damgoon,  and  waited  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  it  for  the  Afguans ;  nor  did  he 
tarry  long,  till  the  Afguans  came  forward 
greatly  fatigued,  and  in  a  darving  condition  j 
however  they  were  obliged  to  give  him  bat¬ 
tle  at  confiderable  difadvantage,  as  Kuli  Khan 
had  chofen  his  ground.  He  cut  many  thou- 
fands  of  the  Afguans  in  pieces,  and  the  red 
made  the  bed  of  their  way  back  again  to  If- 
phahan.  This  battle  was  faid  to  be  fought 
on  the  ad  of  October,  O.  S.  Upon  this 
good  fuccefs.  the  Shach  gave  him  the  com¬ 
mand 
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-mand  of  his  whole  army,  by  conftituting  him 
beglerbeg,  or  governor-general  of  the  great 
province  of  Gboroflam  It  is  faid,  that  Afh- 
-reff,  with  the  (battered  remains  of  his  army, 
arrived  in  two  days  at  Twhiran,  from  thence 
deftroyiog  all  the  country  as  he  pafled  thro% 
be  cooped  bimlelf  up  in  Ifpahan. 

Kuli  Khan  perfuaded  the  Ample  King  to 
remain  in  Choroflan ;  and  he  proceeded,  in 
the  cold  winter,  through,  a  ruined  country, 
hy  which  he  loft  many  of  his  troops,  ft  raighc 
to  Ifpbahan.  Afhreff  having  fecured  thp  ca¬ 
pital  as  well  as  he  could,  went  out  of  the  ci¬ 
ty  and  chufed  a  good  ground, as  he  made  no 
doubt  of  foon  feeing  Kuli  Khan ;  nor  was  he 
in  this  deceived,  for  he  arrived  on  the  1 3th 
of  November,  immediately  attacked  him,  cut 
upwards  of  four  thoufand  in  pieces,  and  for* 
ced  the  remains,  in  great  confufion,  to  fly 
into  the  city,  where  they  did  not  remain 
long;  for  in  great  hade,  having  plundered 
the  royal  palace  and  city,  he  cauied  murder 
Shach  Huflein,  and  retired  with  all  the  rich* 
ps,  and  the  haram,  or  King’s  women. 

It  is  faid,  that  upwards  of  three  hundred 
camels  were  loaded  with  the  treafures  of  the 
palace  alone,  Kuli  Khan  foot*  entered  Ifpa- 
ban,  and  deftroyed  aU  the  Afguans  found 
there,  except  a  few  who  had  been  friendly 
to  the  unfortunate  Perfians ;  but  the  fury  of 
the  Perfians  was  fo*  great  againft  the  Afguans, 
that  they  utterly  deftroyed  a  veiyfuperb  mau¬ 
soleum. 
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Xoleura,  built  by  Magund  or  Mahomed,  the 
founder  of  the  Afguan  monarchy  in  Perfia  j 
they  l'cattered  his  bones  in  the  moft  difrefpeft- 
ful  manner,  and  built  a  public  jakes  in  the 
very  place  where  the  fepulchrc  Hood,  Sq 
jfoon  as  Shach  Tachmas  had  received  notice 
that  the  Afguans  were  fled  to  Schiras,  he  let 
out  with  his  army,  and  reached  Ilpahan  a*, 
mid  ft  the  loud  acclamation^  of  joy,  by  the 
furviving  number  of  the  citizens. 

Kuli  Khan  now  marched  to  Schiras, where 
he  overthrew  the  Afguans  the  third  and  laft 
time.  They  retired  from  thence  on  the  1 4th 
of  January  1730,  in  the  night-time,  the  day 
after  their  defeat,  and  divided  into  (mall  com¬ 
panies;  but  the  ladies  of  the  haram*  and 
much  treafure,  were  recovered;  and  the  Af¬ 
guans  were  delbroyed  either  by  the  Perlians, 
or  the  inhabitants,  on  their  way  to  Kanda- 
haar.  Alhreff  himfelf  was  murdered  on  tho 
road.  The  ladies  and  treafure  were  lent  to 
Ifpahan ;  but  Kuli  Khan  marched  lfraight  a- 
gainft  the  Turks,  who  probably  did  not  fo  very 
foon  expeft  a  vilit  from  him.  He  routed  Ab- 
dallah  flafha,  and  took  Hamadan  and  Ker- 
manlha.  Tavris,  and  Ardeville,  into  which 
cities  he  placed  garrifons.  The  Turks  abo- 
nifhed  at  liich  rapid  conquefts,  begged  a 
truce,  which  was  very  readily  granted ;  be- 
caufe  the  inhabitants  of  Herat  had  revolted, 
and,  it  was  laid,  had  raifed  a  great  army, 
fle  loft  no  time  in  reducing  thele  rebels, put- 
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ting  their  chiefs  to  cruel  deaths,  placing  gar- 
rifons  in  all  ftrong  cities  in  the  province  of 
Choroflan ;  and  all  this  he  accomplifhed  in 
the  year  1730. 

The  Turks,  not  regarding  the  time  of  the 
truce, took  advantage  of  Kuli  Khan’s  abfence, 
and  marched  great  armies  to  the  borders  of 
Periia,  againft  whom  the  Shach  went  at  the 
head  of  twenty  thoufand  men,  from  Ifpahan, 
in  October,  to  Tavris,  where  he  joined  the 
troops  left  by  Kuli  Khan,  and  marched  ftraight 
overthe  Armenian  high  hills,  to  fee  the  Turks. 
He  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Erivan, 
with  the  remains  of  his  army,  much  dimi- 
nifhed  in  numbers  by  famine,  and  the  vio¬ 
lent  winter  froft.  The  Turks  watched  his 
motions,  and  made  an  eafy  victory,  with 
their  luperior  forces,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1731.  The  Shach’s  army  was  beaten  on 
a  branch  of  the  river  Aras,  in  which  many 
of  them  were  drowned.  The  Shach  was  a 
fecond  time  unfortunate  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  the  city  Hamadan,  which  he  loft, 
with  a  great  number  of  men.  He  retreated 
from  thence  to  Cafbin ;  and  concluded  a  peace 
with  the  Turks  in  January  1732.  Kouli 
Khan  having  reftored  peace  to  Choroflan, 
placed  ftrong  garrifons  in  all  the  ftrong  cities; 
and  having  appointed  his  fon  governor,  re¬ 
turned  by  flow  marches,  with  a  numerous 
army,  to  Ifpahan,  where  he  waited  on  the 
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Shach,  and  difapproved  of  his  having  made 
peace  with  the  Turks. 

Under  pretence  of  getting  the  Shach  to 
review  his  army,  he  perfuaded  him  to  leave 
the  city;  and,  after  the  review  was  over,  en¬ 
gaged  the  Shach  to  take  a  fmall  collation  in 
his  tent,  where  he  foon  became  intoxicated 
either  with  liquor  or  drugs.  In  this  condi¬ 
tion  he  cauled  him  to  be  privately  conveyed 
to  the  gardens  of  Hazarjerib,  there  to  be 
confined  under  a  ftrong  guard  of  his  Ufbeck 
friends.  He  next  got  the  prince  of  Perfia, 
Abbas  Myrza,  fix  months  old,  fon  of  the 
unfortunate  Shach  Tachmas,  declared  Em¬ 
peror  ;  then  he  loft  no  time  in  lending  the  di- 
ftrefled  Shach  under  a  ftrong  guard  to  Seb- 
fawar,  a  ftrong  city  in  Choroftan. 

We  have  here  an  example  of  the  moft 
amazing  changes  of  fortune,  and  of  the 
prolongation  of  the  miferies  of  diftratted 
Perfia,  by  the  very  caufe  by  which  they 
expected  deliverance  from  diftrefs.  In  this 
may  be  feen,  what  we  have  experienced  for¬ 
merly  in  our  own  country,  how  a  bold,  in¬ 
trepid, determined  villain, gradually  overturn¬ 
ed  a  mighty  empire,  under  the  pufillanimous 
adminiftration  of  a  peaceable,  good,  eafy, 
weak  prince.  The  fequel  will  fhow,  that 
the  miferies  of  Perfia  are  but  in  their  infancy; 
and  that  Kouli  Khan  proved  a  fcourge  of  iron 
compared  to  the  Afguans.  The  Afguans  de- 
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ftroyed  fome  ten  thoufands  of  men,  but  Koch 
li  Khan  many  millions* 

No  fooner  was  the  young  Abbas  declared 
Emperor,  than  Kouli  Khan  made  all  prepa¬ 
rations  for  carrying  on  a  war  again  ft:  theTurks 
with  vigour;  but  before  he  declared  war,  he 
thought  proper  to  fecure  himfelf  in  the  beft 
and  moil  rational  manner.  He  married  the 
aunt  of  the  unfortunate  Emperor,  who  had 
been  promifed  to  him.  He  conferred  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Chorolfan  upon  his  eldeft:  ion, 
Riza  Kouli,  and  that  of  Herat  upon  his  ie- 
cond  fon  Nezr  Ali;  his  elder  brother,  Ibra¬ 
him,  was  made  governor  of  Tavris;  and 
Kerman  was  governed  by  his  fecond  brother; 
next  to  them  all  offices  of  truft  were  diftribu- 
ted  to  fuch  whofe  fortunes  intirely  depended 
upon  him:  But  to  put  it  as  far  as  was  polfible 
out  of  the  power  of  the  Perfians,  ever  to  ga¬ 
ther  head  againft  him,  he  deftroyed  all  claftes 
of  the  ancient  Perfian  nobility,  except  a  few 
fools,  and  fuch  as  had  Red  from  their  native 
country. 

At  the  latter  end  of  this  year,  he  declared 
war  againft  the  Turks  by  a  manifefto, which  he 
fpnt  to  the  governor  of  Bagdat,  Achmed  Ba- 
fha,  letting  him  know,  that  he  would  foon 
pay  him  a  vifit  upon  the  banks  of  the  Tigris, 
with  an  invincible  army:  Nor  did  he  difap- 
point  him ;  for  in  February  1733,  he  retook 
Kermanlha,  and  chopped  off  the  governor’s 
head, in  revenge  for  the  murder  of  Seffie Kou¬ 
li  Khan,  a  noble  Perfian,  whom  the  Turks 
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liad  bafely  murdered  fome  time  before  at  Con¬ 
stantinople.  He  then  appointed  agovemorand 
Strong  garril'on  in  this  city,  and  inarched  to¬ 
wards  Bagdat:  He  drove  all  the  Turks,  who 
•were  fent  to  obftruft  his  palling  the  moun¬ 
tains,  before  him,  and  imagined  that  he  foon 
would  become  mailer  of  this  great  city ;  but 
in  this  he  was  much  miftgtken. 

Achnu-d  Balha  was  jUftly  efteemed  one  of 
the  wiled  balhas  in  Turkey.  He  managed 
his  affairs  with  iuch  policy,  that,  though  he 
treated  both  the  Turks  and  Perfians  with  the 
greeted  politenefs,  he  would  fuffer  neither  of 
them  to  enter  into  the  city  of  Bagdat.  Kouli 
Khan  arrived  near  Bagdat  on  the  10th  of  A- 
pril;  and,  as  foon  as  was  poilible,  finding 
that  he  could  not  take  it  by  force,  blocaded 
the  city,  fo  that  none  could  get  out.  He 
cauled  build  houfes  for  his  army,  to  let  the 
Turks  fee  that  he  meant  to  deftroy  them  by 
famine,  which  he  undoubtedly  would  have 
done,  if  Topal  Ofman,  one  of  the  bed  gene¬ 
rals  in  T urkey,  with  a  mighty  army,  had 
not  relieved’ them.  The  Serafkier  Topal  Of¬ 
man  encamped  his  army  at  Kerkond,  not  far 
from  Bagdat,  confiding  of  100,000  men, 
where  Kouli  Khan  paid  him  a  vifit  with  an 
army  of  feventy  thouiand  men,  on  the  18th 
of  July :  The  battle  was  extremely  bloody  on 
both  fides,  and  the  lofs  was  nearly  equal ; 
but  the  haughty  Kouli  Khan  was  for  once 
obliged  to  take  to  his  heels  for  his  fafety.  He 
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loft:  the  battle,  but  little  more ;  for  To  pal 
Ofman  acknowledged,  that  his  great  lols  of 
men.  wonld  not  permit  him  to  take  any  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  victory.  Amongft  the  wound¬ 
ed  he  found  the  father-in-law,  and  nephew 
of  Kouli  Khan,  whom  he  treated  with  great 
humanity,  and  fent  to  Kouli  Khan  with  pro- 
pofals  of  peace.  Kouli  Khan  returned  thanks 
for  the  refpeft  he  had  fliown  to  his  relations, 
but  faid  nothing  concerning  the  peace.  He 
had  only  reached  Hamadan,  when  he  wrote 
to  Achmed  Bafhaw,  governor  of  Babylon  or 
Bagdat,  to  let  him  know,  that  he  defigned 
earlynext  year  to  payhimafecond  vifit,with  a 
more  powerful  army  than  the  laft.  Of  this 
Topal  Ofman  acquainted  the  court  of  Con- 
ftantinople,  and  begged  that  they  would  fend 
in  all  hafte  a  great  army,  for  his  was  redu¬ 
ced  much  by  the  late  battle,  and  the  confe- 
quences  of  it.  It  is  faid,  that  he  defired,  as 
he  was  old  and  infirm,  that  the  Porte  would 
appoint  another  Serafkier  to  command  the 
army  ;  but  to  this  they  were  altogether  deaf; 
however  they  augmented  his  army.  One  of 
Kouli  Khan’s  fons  having  heard  of  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  defeat,  marched  an  army  to  his  aftift- 
ance,  which  enabled  him  to  pay  Topal  Of¬ 
man  a  vifit  fooner  than  he  expected :  Howe¬ 
ver,  Topal  Ofman’s  army  was  recruited  fo, 
that  it  numbered  at  leaf!  one  hundred  thou- 
fand  men.  On  the  25th  of  October,  the 
Perfians  attacked  the  Turks  not  far  from  the 
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former  place  of  allion,  loft  four  thoufand 
men,  and  retreated  to  their  camp.  On  the 
26th,  they  attacked  them  a  fecond  time,  and 
gained  a  com  pleat  victory.  The  Turks  loft, 
it  is  faid,  forty  thoufand  men,  all  their  artil¬ 
lery,  arms,  tents, and  ammunition;  but  their 
greateft  lofs  was  Topal  Ofman,  who  was  kil¬ 
led.  Kouli  Khan  caufed  bury  his  body  with 
all  the  honours  due  to  fo  great  a  man,  and 
fo  brave  a  general. 

Kouli  Khan  having  received  advice,  that 
the  governor  of  Schiras.Seffie  Mahomed  Khan, 
had  joined  Mahomed  Khan  Balouche,  a  ge¬ 
neral  who  was  fent  into  that  province  to  railfe 
recruits  for  the  army,  who  had  rebelled,  and 
proclaimed  Shach  Tachmas  as  their  lawful 
King.  He  loft  no  time;  and  though  they  had 
an  army  of  thirty  thou  (and  men,  loon  arri¬ 
ved  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Schiras.  Maho¬ 
med  Khan  Balouche,  poflefled  himfelf  of 
fome  pafles  amongft  the  mountains ;  but  Kou¬ 
li  Khan  made  no  hefitation  to  attack  him. 
Both  generals  were  brave:  Had  their  loldi- 
ers  been  any  way  comparable,  it  is  thought 
that  Kouli  Khan  would  have  had  great  diffi¬ 
culty  to  have  vanquiftied  Mahomed  Khan  ; 
but  his  cowardly  foldiers  no  fooner  heard  the 
thunder  of  Kouli  Khan’s  voice  giying  orders 
to  his  men.  than  they  took  to  their  heels. 
Mahomed  Khan  attempted,  with  a  body  of 
chofen  men,  to  pierce  the  heart  of  the  bar¬ 
barous  Kouli  Khan,  but  was  prevented  by 
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greater  numbers,  and  obliged  to  fly :  He  was 
taken  by  the  Arabs,  and  carried  prifoner  to 
Kouli  Khan;  where,  to  end  the  dii'puie,  he 
hanged  himlelf.  Schiras  tell  now  an  t-aly  con- 
queft;  and  Kouli  Khan  having  put  to  death 
tbe  principal  rebels,  and  pillaged  the  city, 
returned  to  Ifpahan.  During  the  winter  he 
recruited  his  army,  and  made  all  neceflary 
preparations  to  act  vigorously  again  ft  the  Turks 
m  the  fpring. 

The  difference  between  the  Dageftan  and 
Lefgee  Tartars,  I  think  is  not  clear  in  authors; 

I  therefore  defire  my  readers  to  remember, 
that  I  call  the  Dageftan  Tartars,  thole  who 
inhabit  the  hills  between  Derbent  and  Circaf- 
fia;  and  1  call  thole  who  inhabit  the  hills 
fouth,  and  fouth-eaft  of  Derbent,  all  the  way 
to  the  north  banks  of  Cura,  Lefgee  Tartars. 
Early  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1734,  the 
Crim  Tartars  marched  through  part  of  Cir- 
caflia,  either  to  join  the  friends  of  the  Turks, 
or  attack  their  enemies  amongft  the  Dageftan 
Tartars.  The  prince  Heflenhum burgh  com¬ 
manded  a  garrifon  at  Soulack,  before  Kizlaar 
was  built.  He,  at  the  head  of  a  few  hun¬ 
dreds  of  regular  troops,  denied  the  Crim 
Tartars  a  paflage;  but  they  repulfed  the 
prince,  though  in  fo  doing  they  loft  fome 
thou  lands  of  their  number;  and  the  Dage* 
ftan  Tartars  fell  upon  them  before  they  had 
proceeded  much  farther,  and  cut  them  off, 
fo  that  they  could  be  of  no  fervice  to  the 
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*f\irks.  The  Lefgee  Tartars  Were  aflembfing 
about  Cura.  Kouli  Khan  fent  his  Ton  Next 
Ali  with  a  good  body  of  troops,  who  drove 
them  back,  and  confined  them  to  their  hills* 
Kouli  Khan,  however,'  let  out  very  early* 
and  marched  by  Tavris  ftraight  to  Teffis,  the 
capital  of  Georgia,  with  ari  army  of  at  leaft 
one  hundred  thoufand  men.’  The  Turks 
this  year  made  but  a  defpicable  appearance, 
flying  before  the  victorious  Perfian  army  e- 
very  where.  At  Iaft  Kouli  Khan  fat  down 
before  Ganja*  in  the  month  of  October,  but 
could  not  take  it,  though  lie  was  matter  of  a 
great  train  of  artillery.  A  nobleman  of  the 
family  of  my  commander  Prince  Golitzin, 
was  envoy  in  Perfia,  and  happened  to  be  in 
the  Perfian  army.  Though  the  Ruffians  did 
not  care  to  make  war  upon  the  Turks  at  this 
time, yet  it  was  their  iritereft  to  get  the  Turks 
and  Perfians  to  deftroy  one  another ;  where-' 
fore  this  Prince  Golitzin  made  Kouli  Khan 
fenfible,  that  as  winter  was  faft  advancing, 
he  would  not  be  able  to  take  this  ftrong  city, 
defended  by  a  rfumerous  garrifbn,  without 
the  affiftance  of  good  bombardiers,  and  a  few 
mortars  j  the  ufe  of  which  the  Perfians,  at 
that  time,  knew  little  of.  In  fhort,  the  prince 
wrote  to  the  governor  of  Aftrachan,  com¬ 
manding  him  to  fend  three  of  his  beft  bom¬ 
bardiers,  with  bombs,  and  other  ammuni¬ 
tion,  to  the  mouth  of  Cura,  where  they  would 
be  properly  efcorted  to  the  place  where  he 
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was.  Thefe  men  were  drafted  exactly  like 
the  Perfians,  that  the  Turks  might  not  know 
them  to  be  Ruffians.  They  arrived ;  and  in 
the  night-time  formed  a  battery  in  a  conve¬ 
nient  place,  againft  one  of  the  ftrongeft  ba  (li¬ 
ons  of  Genja,  where  the  Turks  had  fecured 
their  great  magazine  of  powder.  Early  in 
the  morning  the  prince  lent  notice  to  Kouli 
Khan,  that  every  thing  was  in  readinefs,  and 
untreated  him  to  come,  becauie  the  bombar¬ 
diers  were  ready  to- play  off  their  mortars. 
Kouli  Khan  anfwered,that  fomething  hindred 
him  from  coming  at  that  time ;  but  added, 
in  a  taunting  manner,  that  they  might  begin 
as  foon  as  they  thought  proper ;  that  he  would 
be  with  them  long  before  the  baflion  would 
be  much  hurt  by  them:  But  in  this  he  was 
much  miftaken ;  for  the  blowing  up  of  the 
baflion  loon  undeceived  Kouli  Khan,  and 
dcmonftrated  that  the  Perfians  knew  little  in 
the  management  of  artillery.  Though  Kou¬ 
li  Khan  was  glad  that  the  baflion  was  deftroy- 
ed,  yet  he  was  very  forry  that  he  had  not 
feen  the  operation.  The  prince  ordered  his 
bombardiers  to  take  their  reft ;  and  when  it 
was  night,  he  fent  them,  with  a  few  proper 
attendants,  back  to  the  fliip.  This  city  was 
taken  that  day,  without  any  terms,  and  the 
Turks  were  all  made  prifoners  of  war. 

Next  day  Kouli  Khan  defired  to  fee  the 
men  who  had  contributed  fo  much  towards 
his  fuccefs  ;  in  order,  as  he  faid,  to  reward 
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them  properly  ;  but  was  much  furprifed  to 
Hear,  that  they  were  fent  back  to  Aftrachan ; 
and  could  not  refrain  from  chiding  the  en¬ 
voy  for  it.  To  which  he  anfwered,  that 
they  had  done  what  they  were  commanded 
to  do ;  and  he  had  obeyed  the  orders  from 
the  court  of  St  Peterfburgh.  Kouli  Khan 
fent  a  prelent  to  them  by  the  envoy  ;  and 
this  affair  was  kept  a  fecret  in  RufTia,  that  it 
might  not  irritate  the  Turks  ;  nor  would  I 
have  mentioned  it  here,  if  I  thought  that  it 
could  now  poflibly  have  any  bad  effect. 

Kouli  Khan  finifhed  this  year’s  operations 
by  conquering  all  the  open  country  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Georgians,  and  great  part  of  Ar¬ 
menia  i  and;  laftly,  by  deftroying  the  great 
opulent  city  of  Shamachee,  and  putting  to 
cruel  deaths  the  principal  inhabitants,  driving 
the  reft  to  the  fouth-weft  fide  of  Caucafus, 
to  build  a  new  city,  the  fame  I  defcribed 
formerly. 

During  the  courfe  of  this  year,  (1735)  two 
remarkable  events  happened  to  the  Perfians; 
the  firft  was,  their  fending  a  fplendid  embaf- 
fy  to  St  Peterfburgh,  to  demand  the  reftitu- 
tion  of  the  Perfian  provinces  which  had  been 
conquered  by  Peter  the  Great  5  in  lieu  of 
which,  the  Perfians  propofed  to  grant  liberty 
to  the  Rullian  merchants  to  trade  through  all 
the  empire  of  Perfia,  free  of  all  duties,  or 
any  confiderations  whatfoever ;  and  pro- 
mifed  to  aflift  the  Ruflians  againft  the  Turks, 
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if  they  ffiould  make  war  againft  them.  Thtg 
they  never  performed,  though  they  gave  the 
merchants  a  free  trade.  To  thele  propo- 
fals  the  Ruffians  eaiily  agreed  ;  becaufe  thefe 
provinces  were  fo  far  from  being  advanta¬ 
geous  to  the  treafury,  that  they  poll  them 
great  expences  annually ;  add  to  tins,  that 
they  proved  very  mortal  to  the  foldiers.  J 
was  credibly  informed,  that  Ruffia  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  recruit  their  army  in  Perfia  with  for¬ 
ty  or  fifty  thoufand  men  annually.  The 
Ruflians,  obliged  to  fuffer  great  hardships  in 
their  march,  botli  by  fea  and  land,  arrived 
annually  in  Perfia  when  the  rains  and  heat 
were  at  the  greateft,  and  when  a  variety  of 
^dangerous  delicious  fruit  were. in  their  grea¬ 
teft  perfection  ;  Thefe  caufes  produced  ma¬ 
lignant  fevers  and  fluxes,  which  foon  dimi- 
nilhed  their  numhers. 

The  next  great  event  was,  a  very  great 
victory  which  the  Perfians  gained  over  the 
Turks,  which  threw  them  into  the  utmoft 
confufion,  and  was  the  caufe  of  making 
peace.  The  army  which  the  Turkilh  Seraf- 
Jkier  Abdallah  Couproli  commanded,  was  by 
fome  faid  to  be  eighty  thoufand  men  ;  by 
others,  which  is  very  credible,  it  was  laid  to 
equal  an  hundred  thoufand  men.  That  un¬ 
der  Kouli  Khan  did  not  exceed  fixty  thour 
{and  ;  but  I  was  told  it  was  fearce  fifty 
thoufand  men.  The  Perfians  were  obliged 
tP  ufe  ftratagems,  of  which  Kouli  Khan  was 
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•  great  wafter.  I  (hall  apt  follow  the  a*> 
counts  of  others  concerning  this  campaign, 
which  was  fhort,  but  give  the  account  of  it 
as  I  had  it  from  Persians,  who  were  prefent, 
Kouji  Khan  obfcrved  the  Turkifh  army  en¬ 
camped  in  a  valley,  covering  the  earth  like 
locufts.  He  marched  tpwards  them,  thro- 
the  defiles  of  the  mountains  in  Georgia,  to¬ 
wards  the  valley  called  Arpakavi,  where  the 
Turkifh  army  lay  encamped,  waiting  for 
fome  ammunition,  before  they  proceeded 
farther  into  Perfia,  Upon  the  Perfian  fide, 
there  was  a  hi}l  covered  with  woods,  except 
jn  the  middiet  In  this  hill,  which  was  nei¬ 
ther  high  nor  fteep,  Kouli  Khan  caufed  make 
ifome  confiderable  mines,  and  charged  them 
well  with  powder.  When  all  was  ready,  he 
ordered  fifteen  or  twenty  thoufand  men  to 
march  to  the  T urkiffi  camp,  with  the  greateft 
fecrefy,  and  fuddenly  fall  upon  them  in  a 
morning  early,  and  then  to  retreat  towards 
his  camp,  which  lay  between  the  Turks  and 
the  before-mentioned  hill :  This  they  did 
with  great  bravery,  and  killed  a  very  great 
number  of  Turks.  At  firft  they  threw  the 
Turks  into  the  greateft  confufion,  until  they 
.were  fenfible  that  they  were  attacked  by  a 
very  inconfiderable  number  of  the  enemy, 
which  at  laft  forced  the  Turks  to  fly  the  field. 
The  Turks  purlued,  till  they  fpied  Kouli 
Khan  in  a  great  hurry,  and  feemingly  in  con¬ 
fufion,  ftriking  his  tents,  and  ieeking  his 
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fafety  in  flight :  He  retreated,  however,  not 
in  confuflon,  but  with  fuch  refolute  pru¬ 
dence,  that  the  Turks  could  not  break  his 
men,  nor  get  any  fpoil.  He  fled  over  the 
hill  before-mentioned,  clofely  purfued  by  the 
Torks  :  But  on  the  oppofite  lide  he  made  a 
Hand,  and  began  to  thunder  out  his  orders  ; 
which  ftruck  a  terror  in  the  moil  refolute 
Turks,  who  heard  his  dreadful  voice.  When 
the  center  of  the  Turkifh  army  was  march¬ 
ing  over  the  top  of  the  hill,  it  blew  up,  and 
buried  many,  and  could  not  mils  to  throw 
the  whole  army  into  the  greateft  confuflon, 
efpecially  when  a  body  of  twenty  thoufand 
men  rufhed  out  from  the  woods,  and  attack¬ 
ed  their  flanks  with  fuch  refolution,  that  it 
became  no  longer  a  battle,  but  a  maflacre. 
The  ferafkier,  and  two  more  of  the  principal 
bafhas  were  killed  ;  upwards  of  twenty  thou- 
fand  were  taken  prifoners  ;  and  we  were  in¬ 
formed,  that  only  about  eight  thoufand  were 
conduced  fafe  to  Cars  by  their  bafha  Abdal¬ 
lah:  So  that  the  Turks  muft  have  loft  in  this 
battle  about  fifty  thoufand  men,  befides  the 
prifoners,  who,  in  company  of  many  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Erivan,  which  capitulated,  in 
confequence  of  this  vidtory,  were  fcnt  to 
Choroflan  ;  but  the  garrifon  were  permitted 
to  retire,  according  to  the  capitulation,  to 
Cars. 

Kouli  Khan  this  year  recovered  all  places 
taken  from  the  Ferfians  by  the  Turks,  and 
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obliged  them  to  make  peace  upon  his  own 
terms  :  He  protracted  the  conferences,  how¬ 
ever,  till  the  beginning  of  next  year,  that  is 
to  fay,  till  he  was  fenfible  the  Turks  would 
have  their  hands  full,  war  being  declared  by 
them  again  ft:  the  empires  of  Germany  and 
Ruflia;  by  winch  means  he  could,  with  great 
£ecurity  from  the  Turks,  carry  on  his  inten¬ 
ded  war  againlt  the  Indians. 

Early  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1736, 
the  young  Shach  Abbas  died  ;  and  Kouli 
Khan  convoked  the  Perfian  chiefs  on  the 
banks  of  the  Cura,  the  very  place  where  our 
camp  was  pitched,  when  on  our  journey  to 
Gilan.  He  pretended,  that  they  were  now 
at  liberty  to  chufe  a  king  :  But  they  could 
eafily  obferve,  that  he  ineant  himfelf ;  and 
that  whoever  did  not  aft  voluntarily,  would 
be  in  hazard  of  being  put  to  death.  They 
therefore  unanimoufly  begged  him  to  accept 
of  the  Perfian  diadem.  He  had  no  great 
difficulty  to  accept  of  what  he  wifhed  for. 
Henceforth  we  are  to  call  him  Nadir  Shach, 
the  name  he  chofe.  At  this  time  he  de¬ 
manded  that  none  of  them  fiiould  fupport 
or  proteft  any  of  the  family  of  their  ancient 
kings,  under  pain  of  death,  as  rebels  ;  and 
that  the  diadem  fhould  be  hereditary  in  his 
family.  Laftly,  that  they  fhould  not  curfe 
Omar,  Ofinan,  and  Abubeker.  To  all  thefe 
propofals  they  readily  agreed,  but  only  de¬ 
ified  that  the  priefls  might  be  heard ;  becaufe 
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they  pleaded  ignorance  of  what  concerned  re¬ 
ligion.  The  dhief  pried  was-  againd  any 
alteration  of  religion,  and  fpoke  warmly; 
but  Ills  oration  Was  fiiddenly  doppcd  by  the 
bow-ftring. 

Now  the  Pef fians  have  got  a  king  much 
Worfe  than  any  they  ever  had  before.  Let 
us  relate  his  unheard  of  cruelties,  as  briefly  as 
poflible,  until  deferved  death  puts  a  flop  to 
his  hellifli  career. 

He  fird  fe'tfed  all  churCh  lands  and  emo¬ 
luments,  under  pretence  that  their  prayers 
were  not  regarded  by  Heaven  :  Then  he  if- 
fued  out  a  declaration,  Ordaining,  that  there 
fliould  be  no  difference  of  religion  between 
the  Peril  ans  and  Turks  :  Upon  which'joyful 
occafion  he  lent  an  ambafladcrr  to  Conflan- 
tinople,  and  went  hirtifelf  to  Ifpahan,  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  the  conqueft  of  Kandahar. 

Nadir  having  fettled  all  affairs  in  peace 
With  the  Ruffians  and  Turks,  appointed  his 
fon  regent  of  Perfia,  in  his  abfence,  and  a- 
bout  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  fet  out  for 
Kandahar.  His  army  confided,  it  is  laid* 
of  eighty  thoufand  men  ;  and  he  gave  orders 
to  fend  another,  lefs  numerous,  after  him/ 
Huflan  Khan,  an  Afguan  prince,  was  gover¬ 
nor,  or  rather  prince  of  Kandahar,  a  great 
foldier.  He  had  an  army  of  betwixt  thirty 
and  forty  thoufand  men,  and  laid  in  great 
ftore  of  every  thing  neceflary,  expelling  a 
Jong  fiege.  Huflan  Khan  met  the  Perflans 
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amongft  the  hills,  thinking  to  retard  their 
inarch ;  but,  after  having  loft  about  two 
thoufand  of  his  beft  troops,  he  was  obliged 
to  retire,  and  coop  himfelf  up  in  the  city# 
which  was  ftrong.  The  liege  began  with 
the  year  1737.  Nadir  was  determined  to 
form  a  blockade,  becaufe  he  had  no  hopes  of 
taking  fo  ftrong  a  place  without  the  help  of 
artillery,  which  was  not  to  be  brought  eafily 
through  delart  impalfable  mountains.  Huf- 
fan  Khan  profered  to  acknowledge  the  Pcr- 
fian  government,  and  to  fubmit  to  Nadir# 
provided  he  would  leave  them ,  and  not  com¬ 
mit  any  more  hoftilities  s  But  Nadir  would 
not  agree  to  fuch  propofals.  Forefeeing 
that  this  liege  would  take  up  much  of  his 
time,  he  built  houfes  round  the  city,  to  let  the 
inhabitants  fee  what  they  were  to  expe<ft ;  and 
at  the  faille  time  ordered  his  fon  to  make  war 
againft  the  Ulbecks,  left  they  might,  as  was 
fufpedled,  aflift  the  Afguans  ;  this  his  fon 
performed  to  his  wifh,  and  returned  viftori- 
ons  to  Melhed. 

The  Khan,  however,  made  many  fallics 
Upon  the  Perfian  army,  and  carried  into  the 
city  many  thoufands  of  their  horfes,  which 
ferved  them  in  the  liege,  and,  when  ufelefs# 
were  provifion  for  the  garrifon. 

Nadir  had  appointed  his  brother  Ibrahini 
governor  of  Georgia,  independent  of  his  fon  ; 
and  had  ordered  his  fon  to  undertake  no- 
600  thing 
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thing  of  moment  without  his  uncle’s  advice, 
in  his  abfence.  The  Lefgees  bearing  a  ha¬ 
tred  to  the  Perfians,  laid  liege  to  Shavran  ; 
Ibrahim  marched  to  the  relief  of  this  city, 
but  was  killed.  The  prince,  being  now  Free 
of  his  uncle,  ruled  over  Perfia  in  a  mod  bar¬ 
barous  manner,  after  his  father  was  gone  in¬ 
to  India. 

The  Shach’s  patience  was  at  an  end,  by 
the  vigorous  defence  the  khan  of  Kandahar 
made,  and  therefore  agreed  to  let  him  conti¬ 
nue  governor  of  that  province,  provided  on¬ 
ly  that  his  army  might  be  recruited  with  his 
brave  garrifon  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

After  having  recruited  his  army,  he  march¬ 
ed  into  India  about  the  beginning  of  July 
1738,  being  previoufly  invited  there  by  le- 
veral  of  the  Mogul’s  rebellious  grandees.  He 
never  declared  that  he  intended  any  thing  a- 
gainft  the  Great  Mogul,  until  he  had  pene¬ 
trated  far  into  India,  and  pafTed  forae 
branches  of  the  Indus.  Some  of  the  Omras 
he  conquered  by  arms,  and  fome  by  pre- 
fents  :  And  thus  he  marched  forward,  till  he 
arrived  before  the  flrong  city  of  Cabul. 
The  brave  governor,  Sherzih  Khan,  defended 
the  city  for  one  month,  and  killed  many  of 
the  Perfians.  At  laftit  was  taken  by  aflault, 
gnd  this  gallant  man,  and  his  fon,  with  the 
garrifon,  were  put  to  the  fword,  without  di- 
itin&ion.  This  city  Nadir  garrifoned  with 
his  own  foldiers,  as  it  is  reckoned  the  key 
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into  India  ;  in  it  he  found  great  riches, 
■which  enabled  him.  to  carry  on  his  deligns  a- 
gainft  the  Mogul’s  empire,  and  fecured  him- 
ielf  a  fafe  retreat,  in  cafe  he  Ihould  be  un- 
fortunate. 

The  court  of  the  Mogul  was  in  great 
trouble,  at  the  report  of  Nadir’s  rapid  pro* 
grefs  :  It  was  therefore  refolved  to  oppofe 
him  with  the  royal  army,  commanded  by  . the 
Mogul  in  perfon  ;  but  all  was  in  confufion 
in  the  Mogul’s  army  ;  one  day  ordering  to 
inarch,  and  the  next  day  bluing  out  counter¬ 
orders  :  And  this  mult  always  happen  to  be 
the  cafe,  when  an  abfolute  monarch  is  a 
weak  man.  But  Nadir  Shach  was  not  idle ; 
he  had  loft  many  men  in  palling  through  the 
narrow  defiles,  amongft  die  hills,  by  the  in¬ 
habitants  ofthefe  countries  :  And  if  the  Mo¬ 
gul  had  been  aflifted  with  able  minifters.  Na¬ 
dir  would  certainly  have  fallen  a  facrifice  to 
their  refentment:  But  he  having  become 
pollelled  of  great  riches,  by  the  taking  of 
Cabul,  was  enabled  to  bribe  them  ;  who  at 
laft  not  only  permitted  him  to  pals  through 
their  country,  but  recruited  his  army  :  So 
that  it  was  more  numerous  when  he  arrived 
at  Peiflior,  than  it  was  when  he  fet  out  from 
Kapdahar.  Necir  Khan,  who  was  a  brave 
man,  and  true  to  his  prince  and  country, 
collected  a  fmall  body  of  troops,  and  made  a 
Hand  amongft  the  hills*  not  far  from  Peilhor ; 
but  being  overpowered  by  multitudes,  he  was 
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obliged  to  retreat  to  Pelihor,  where  he  ftaid 
not  long,  but  wa9  taken  and  brought  to  Na¬ 
dir,  who  made  him  his  friend.  Nadir  foon 
conquered  Peilhor,  and,  no  doubt,  got  ibme 
riches  there.  He  was  now  diftant  from  Deh- 
lie  only  between  four  and  five  hundred  miles, 
and  had  fome  of  the  branches  of  the  Indus 
to  pais,  and  iome  troublefome  roads  thro* 
Lahor.  The  Mogul’s  court  continued  in 
confufion,  and  that  infected  the  whole  em¬ 
pire.  However,  at  lad,  the  imperial  army 
marched,  with  four  hundred  pieces  of  can¬ 
non.  In  the  beginning  of  December  they 
encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dehlie. 
It  is  reported,  that  the  Mogul’s  army  con¬ 
fided  of  two  hundred  thoufand  fighting  men, 
befides  a  great  number  of  elephants.  The 
Perfian  army,  it  is  faid,  confided  of  an  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  thoufand  men,  of  different 
nations ;  but  I  fpoke  with  a  Perfian,  who 
was  prefent  at  the  a&ion,  Aga  Mine,  and  he 
faid,  that  the  Perfian  army  was  not  an  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  drong. 

Nadir  having  palled  the  Indus,  he  hefita- 
ted  not  to  attack  the  Mogul’s  army,  and 
foon  defeated  it.  The  Mogul  was  made 
prifoner,  but  treated  with  deference,  and  e- 
very  thing  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victo¬ 
rious  Perfian s.  This  battle  was  fought  a- 
bout  the  middle  of  February,  and  the  two 
Emperors  met  in  a  pavilion,  appointed  by 
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Nadir,  on  the  iSth  of  thtf  fame  month  amt 
*739,  to  make  a  £haro  appearance  of  adjuft* 
iog  their  differences,  though  every  one  was 
ie-nfible  that  the  Mogul  was  obliged  to  fub- 
rait  to  whatever  terms  Nadir  pleated  to  pro- 
pofe.  On.  this  occaliou  Nadir  caOled  ere&  a 
pavilion  between  the  two  armies,  to  which 
he  went,  and  waited  till  the  Indian  monarch 
was  brought  to  him,  very  uncertain  of  his 
fate. 

The  difpofition  of  Nadir  was  very  well 
known  :  Juftice  and  honour  he  little  regard¬ 
ed,  and  he  was  an  ablblnte  fltanger  to  huma¬ 
nity  ;  but  it  cannot  be  denied  that  he  had 
confirm  mate  prudence,  and  was  naturally  a 
very  great  politician.  His  prudence  and  poli¬ 
cy  were  the  Mogul’s  fafety  ;  but,  though  he 
gave  out  that  he  intended  to  fave  his  life,  and 
let  him  remain  Emperor  of  all  India  eaft  of 
the  river  Indus,  yet  no  perfon  can  doubt 
that  this  proceeded  not  from  the  regard  which 
he  pretended  to  have  for  either  his  family  or 
perfon ;  though  he  might  have  fame  regard 
for  one  of  the  unfortunate  and  weak  depen¬ 
dents  of  the  great  Timur  Khan  or  Tamar- 
lane,  yet  he  could  have  little,  if  any,  for  the 
perfon  of  the  man  whom  he  had  vilified  and 
ridiculed  for  his  incapacity  to  govern  his  fub- 
je&s  ;  nor  would  he  liave,  at  the  fame  time, 
promifed  to  re-cllablifh  the  very  man  whom 
he  had  declared  unfit  to  govern ,  if  this  had 
not  proceeded  from  the  lear  of  bis  own  fafe- 


Digitized  by  LjOoq  le 


478  VOYAGES  and 

ty,  and  that  he  judged  Mahomet,  for  that 
was  the  name  of  this  Great  Mogul,  moil  pro¬ 
per  to  reign  in  India ;  becaufe  if  he  had  de- 
ftroyed  this  man,  and  appointed  any  other, 
it  is  evident,  by  fuch  an  impolitic  behaviour, 
he  would  have  made  many  thoufands  of  e- 
nemies  through  all  India;  the  confequence  of 
which  would  have  been,  that  he  would  have 
had  but  a  very  precarious  chance  of  being 
able  to  return  to  Perfia  fafely  with  the  great 
treafure  he  had  already  amaifed,  and  what  he 
expetted  to  get  in  Dehlie  ;  far  lels  would  he 
have  had  any  the  fmalleft  hopes  of  keeping 
pofleflion  of  the  new  provinces  on  the  weft 
of  the  Indus ;  whereas  he  was  pretty  certain 
of  executing  all  his  plans  by  preiervingthe  life 
of  this  pufillanimous  prince,  and  placing  him 
again  on  the  throne.  He  feized,  it  is  laid, 
two  hundred  pieces  of  the  Indian  cannon, 
the  military  cheft,  and  all  the  riches  he  could 
get  in  the  Mogul’s  army.  Having  caufed 
bury  the  dead,  the  number  of  whom  was 
faid  to  be  near  thirty  thoufand,  he  gave  liber¬ 
ty  to  the  living  to  return  to  their  own  coun¬ 
try,  and  prepared  to  fet  out  for  Dehlie.  He 
proceeded  to  this  city  with  great  circumfpec- 
tion,  where  he  arrived  on  the  8th  of  March. 
Having  fecured  the  Imperial  family,  he  im¬ 
mediately  began  to  plunder  the  palace,  and 
the  palaces  of  all  the  great  Lords  who  were 
in  Dehlie.  The  Perfian  foldiers,  on  the  9th 
of  fame  month,  were  fet  upon  by  the  inha¬ 
bitants. 
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bitaints,  and  fome  were  killed.  This  was  no 
fooner  reported  to  the  Inhuman  Nadir,  than 
he  gave  orders  for  a  general  mailacre  of 
the  inhabitants,  which  were  executed  with 
the  mod  (hocking  barbarity,  fparing  nei¬ 
ther  age  nor  fex:  It  lafted  from  morning 
till  late  in  the  afternoon,  at  which  time,  it 
was  thought,  die  Perlians  had  murdered 
two-thirds  of  them. 

A  ftop  was  at  laft  put  to  this,  by  the  inter- 
ceflion  of  an  Indian  Lord,  called  Nizam  Al- 
Muluck.  Mr  Hanway  fays,  that  this  maftacre 
began  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and 
ended  at  three  in  the  afternoon  ;  that  twenty 
thoufand  women  drowned  themfelves  in 
wells ;  and  that  a  hundred  and  ten  thoufand 
of  the  inhabitants  were  murdered.  It  is  ve¬ 
ry  probable  that  many  more  were  murdered, 
becauie  Dehlie  is  efteemed  a  very  large  and 
populous  city.  I  never  could  be  rightly  in¬ 
formed  about  the  number  of  them,  nor  in¬ 
deed  do  I  think  it  poflible  to  know,  becauie 
they  were  all  burnt  or  buried  the  day  follow¬ 
ing.  One  fmall  part  of  the  city  was  faved 
at  the  intercdfion  of  Sirbullind  Khan  an  In¬ 
dian  Lord,  who  promifed  to  pay  a  very  great 
fum  for  their  redemption,  which  was  accept¬ 
ed  of.  It  is  remarkable,  that  he  caufed  ma¬ 
ny  of  the  Indian  women,  who  upon  this  oc- 
calion  were  brought  before  him,  (uffer  the 
tnoft  indecent  barbarous  treatment ;  but  the 
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Perfian  women  were  frequently  treated  In 
the  fame  manner. 

Nadir,  having  made  all  hafte  in  collecting 
the  riches  of  India,  at  laft  gave  orders  to 
march  from  Dehlic  on  the  4th  of  May,  after 
having  made  a  hfting  peace  with  the  Great 
Mogul,  and  confirmed  the  fame  by  a  mar¬ 
riage  betwixt  his  lecond  fon  Nezr  A1  Myrza 
and  the  Mogul’s  niece  Cambarche.  The  va¬ 
lue  taken  from  the  Indians  is  computed  by 
Mr  Hanway  as  follows ; 

(rent  L.  Stirling  t 

Jewels  taken  from  the  Mogul  and  Indian  Lords  25  3 1,850,000 
The  peacock  throne,  and  nine  others,  alfo  fe- 
veral  weapons  and  uteofiis,  ail  garoifhed 
with  precious  ftones  -  9  *1^2  50,00a 

Gold  and  filren  plate,  and  money  which  Na¬ 
dir  melted  down  -  -  -  .  *  30  37,500,00a 

Rich  raanufa&ures  of  many  kinds  -  2  2,500^000 

Cannon,  watfike  ftores,  furniture,  and  other 
4  Suable  commodittot  -  *  4  5,000,00a 

70  87,500,00a 

As  foon  as  he  arrived  in  the  gardens  of 
Shafimar,  he  muttered  his  army,  and  four 
hundred,  fays  Hanway,  were  milling,  only 
fixty  of  whom  were  difcovered  ;  they  no 
fooner. arrived  in  his  camp,  than  he  ordered 
their  heads  to  be  (truck  off.  Aga  Mine,  my 
principal  informerabout  this  expcdidon^ould 
give  me  no  farisfaCtory  account  of  the  im~ 
menie  riches  Nadir  got  here,  but  in  general 
faid,  that  it  was  altogether  incredible,  and 
that  he  believed  not  one  in  the  army  could 
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tell  the  true  value,  except  Nadir  himfelf. 
How  Hanway  came  to  know  every  thing  lb 
txa&Iy,  I  leave  to  the  reader  to  guefs  ;  how* 
ever,  he  affirms  the  following  account : 

**  Nadir  carried  with  him  one  hundred 
and  thirty  writers,  among  whom  Were  feve* 
ral  who  underltood  the  finances  of  the  cm* 
pire,  of  which  he  was  particularly  defirous  of 
acquiring  an  entire  knowledge.  He  alfo  ob¬ 
liged  three  hundred  mafons  and  builders, 
two  hundred  finitht,  two  hundred  carpen¬ 
ters,  and  one  hundred  llone-cutters,  to  en¬ 
gage  in  his  fervice,  in  order  to  go  into  Per- 
iia.  HiS  intentions  were  to  build  a  city  af¬ 
ter  die  model  of  Oehlie,  a  draught  of  which 
he  carried’  with  him,  <&c. 

**  Belid'es  jeWels,  gold,  filver,  and  other 
valuables  already 'mentioned,  he  .took  with 
hint  near  three  hundred  elephants,  ten  thou- 
farid  horles,  and  as  many  camels,  of  which 
many  were  loaded  with  fpoil.  Moft  of  the 
gold  and  filver  was  melted  into  ingots,  and 
flung  over  the  backs  of  camels,  horles,  and 
mules, 

By  Mr  Han  way’s  computation,  the  trea- 
fure  alone  would  require  five  thoufand  and 
feyen  hundred  camels,  and  two  thoufand  and 
fifty  horles  and  mules  to  carry  it,  and  the  ar¬ 
tillery  and  other  warlike  (tores  would  require 
a  much  greater  number.  He  returned  -to 
Karnal,  and  palled  the  Indus  by  the  fame 
way  he  came  into  the  country.  He  required 
P  p  p  '  yeiy 
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very  large  contributions  from  the  cities  thno’ 
which  he  parted.  Lahore  paid  one  crore,  or 
L.  1,250,000  Sterl.  He.  experienced  great 
difficulty  in  parting  over  the  rivers,  particu¬ 
larly  the  Indus,  and  he  was  threatened  with 
(till  greater  difficulties  in  parting  through  the 
defiles  of  die  mountains  on  the  weft  fide  of 
Indus  ;  for  the  inhabitants  of  thefe;  countries, 
which,  were  yielded  to  Perfia  by  the  Mogul, 
aftembled  in  great  numbers,  in  order  to  hin¬ 
der  his,  getung  forward?  and  he  was  even 
forced  to  negotiate  with  them  for  a  film  of 
money,  which. being  agreed  to,  he  paid  them 
ten  lacks,  of  rupees,  in  value  of  our  money 
L.  125,000  Sterling.  As  he  was  a  long  time 
in  parting  thefe  rivers,  a  courier  arrived  ac 
his  camp  from  the  Mogul,  demanding  that 
Nadir  would  return  two  favourite,  jewels  be^ 
longing  to  the  Sultana’s  head-drefs.  Thefe 
could  .not  be  found  amongft  his,  riches; but  it 
gave  a  handle  for  his  plundering  his  generals 
and  foldiers  of  what  jewels  they  had  acquired. 

.  It  is  certain,  upon  this  occafipn,  that  many, 
fooner  than  deliver  them  up,  threw  them  in¬ 
to  the  Indus.  This  was  exceeding  bad  poli¬ 
cy  ;  but  his  voracious  greed  blindfolded  his 
natural  fagacity. 

.  Having  palled  the  Indus,  he  directed  his 
march  to  Peilhore,  where  jie  left  a  general 
and  a  ftrong  body  of  Perfiaps,  though  he  ho¬ 
noured  his  old  friend  Nacir  Khan,  and  cpn- 
firnied  him  in  the  government  of  it..;  He 
,  continued 
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continued  his  route  towards  Cabul,  and  on 
fiis  way  feht  off  one  of  his  generals  to  de¬ 
mand  fubfidies  of  the  governor  of  Pekier  ; 
but  Khudaiar  Khan  had  aflembled  forces  to 
prevent  Nadir’s  deftroying  his  country,  and 
indeed  he  obliged  the  Shach  to  be  content 
with  a  fmall  prefen t,  and  with  his  making 
his  fubmiffion  to  him  as  his  Emperor ;  to 
confirm  the  fincerity  of  which,  he  fent  his 
(on  as  hoftage,  which  was  the  fame  I  took 
notice  of,  who  was  fent  with  Ami  Rufian 
Khan  to  efcort  the  Ruffian  embafly. 

Nadir  having  arrived  with  all  his  treafure, 
fent  it  directly  to  his  own  hereditary  princi¬ 
pality  Chalat,  called,  by  Mr  Hanway,  Kalat, 
where  it  was  depofited,  being  the  ftrongeft 
part  in  all  Perfia.  I  was  told  by  many,  that 
he  durft  not  truft  the  keeping  of  Chalat  ei¬ 
ther  to  Perfians  or  Tartars  ;  but  placed  a 
guard  of  about  twelve  thoufand  Georgians, 
all  Chriftians,  natural  enemies  to  the  Perlians 
and’Tartars.  Soon  after  Nadir’s  death,  I 
was  informed,  that  that  gold  and  filver  was 
brought  out  of  Tartary  to  the  city  of  Oran- 
burgh  in  Rnffia,  and  that  the  jewels  were 
fold  in  that  city  very  cheap.  It  is  not  un¬ 
likely  that  thefe  Georgians  made  their  efcape 
from  Chalat  through  the  delarts  of  Tartary, 
and  carried  with  them  great  part  of  the  trea- 
fure  from  Chalat.  It  would  have  been  very 
dangerous  for  them  to  have  travelled  into 
Georgia  through  Perfia,  becaufe  many  ar¬ 
mies 
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qiies  lay  in  thelrway,  and  ibme-of  them  ve¬ 
ry  numerous ;  whereas,  though  they  might 
by  chance  meet  with  part  of  Jean  Beck  Ba- 
ter*s  army,  their  body  was  very  reipe&able, 
and  no  doubt  well  armed,  confequently  they 
tun  lefs  riik  by  marching  through  {he  defart 
Into  Ruifia,  where  they  were  in  perfedl  iafe- 
ty,  and  from  whence  they  might  return  into 
their  own  country  at  pleafure,  or  remain  in 
RulTia,  au  empire  who  profefled  their  own 
religion,  a  matter  of  no  fmall  confideratjosi 
to  people  in  fuch  circumftances. 

Nadir,  having  taken  all  the  neceflary  mea¬ 
sures  to  fecure  as  many  of  his  con  quells  as  he 
could,  efpecially  Kandahaar,  which  has  ever 
been  efteemed  the  key  {o  India,  difpofed  of 
the  trealure  in  a  fecure  place,,  and  fent  the 
bulk  of  his  artillery  to  Jfpahan*  He  was  now 
at  leifure  to  chaftife  the  Ufbfck  Tartars,  whp 
had  frequently  made  great  depredations  up* 
on  the  borders  of  Perfia,  efpecially  his  favour 
rite  province  Choroflan,  committed  great 
cruelties,  and  had  carried  many  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  into  flavery  ;  and  laflly,  in  his  ab- 
fence,  had  killed  his  ambaflador  and  beat  his 
fon  the  regent  of  Perfia  :  He  therefore  deter¬ 
mined  to  bring  them  under  fubjeclion  to  the 
crown  of  Perfia.  Nadir  marched  at  the 
bead  of  a  victorious  army,  confifting  of  a- 
bout  fifty  thoufand  men,  through  the  coun¬ 
try  of  Balkh,  which  his  fon  had,  in  liis  father’s 
3bfen$e,  {-educed  to  the  obedience  of  Perfia, 

flraight 
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Umight  to  Bokhara.  The  Prince  pf  Bokha¬ 
ra,  or,  as  the  Ruffians  and _  Tartars  call  it, 
Jiochaar,  immediately  fubmitted  his  whole 
principality  to  Nadir,  who  fpared  bis  life, 
continued  him  in  the  government  of  Jus 
country,  beeaufe  he  fo  readily  fubmitted,  and 
becaufe,  he  is  by  the  eaftem  nations  e (teem¬ 
ed  a  lineal  male  dependent  of  Mahomet.  He 
took  nodung  from  him  but  ope  pf  his  daugh¬ 
ters,  whom  he  married,  hoping  to  have-chil¬ 
dren  by  fuch  a  holy  branch,  and  proceeded 
to  Khieva,  by  the  Ruffians  Chiva.  The 
prince  of  this  country  met  him  and  fought 
Rim,  but  had  the  misfortune  to  be  taken 
prifoner,  with  many  of  his  principal  com¬ 
manders,  who  were  foon  relieved  from  the 
diftrefles  of  this  world,  by  ignominioufly  ha¬ 
ving  their  throats  cut.  Nadir  next  proceed¬ 
ed  to  the  capital,  where  two  British  people 
were,  viz.  Meffis  Thomfon  and  Hogg,  who 
informed  me  of  what  paffed  there. 

Before  I  proceed  any  farther,  I  muft  beg 
Jcave  to  rectify  a  miftake  of  Hanway’s  iu 
point  of  time.  He  fays,  that  Nadir  left  Kan- 
dahaar,  conquered  India,  returned,  fought 
the  battle  with  the  Ufbecks,  and  fat  down- be¬ 
fore  the  city  of  Chiva  on  the  8th  of  Novem¬ 
ber  1739.  Meflrs  Thomfon  and  Hogg  fet 
out  from  St  Peterlburgh  for  Chiva  on  the 
a6tb  of  February  1740,  and  arrived  in  Chi- 
?a,  and  were  in  that  city  when  Nadir  laid 

£ ejre  to  it,  and  took  it  in  a  few  days.  Mr 

Thomfon’s 
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"Thomfon's  manufcript,  which  is  in  my  pof- 
feflion,  fays,  that  the  Shach  fat  down  before 
Chiva  on  the  8th  November  1740,  and  it 
could  not  be  fboner,  becaufe  they  left  St  Pe* 
terfburgh  in  February  1740,  and,  as  I  for¬ 
merly  laid,  it  was  in  the  year  1741  before 
die  governor  of  Aftrachan  received  advice 
that  Nadir  had  taken  Chiva,  and  was  ma¬ 
king  enquiry  if  there  was  any  poffibility  of 
marching  from  thenee  to  Aftrachan.  Han- 
way  gives  Nadir  too  litde  time  to  raife  fo 
great  contributions,  plunder  fo  many  coun¬ 
tries,  and  return  to  Kandahaar.  I  rather  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  Nadir  did  not  fet  out 
from  Dehlie  until  the  4th  of  May  1740.  Mr 
Hanway  fays,  that  he  arrived  in  Dehlie  on 
the  8th  of  March,  collected  fo  much  trea- 
fure,  t  ran  failed  much  bufinefs,and  committed 
many  pieces  of  cruelty  both  in  the  city  and 
at  great  diftances  ;  and  all  this  he  did  in  lels 
than  two  months,  which  every  one  will  think 
impoflible  ;  wherefore  I  believe  that  he  ftaid 
in  and  about  the  capital  of  India  one  year  at 
leaft,  becaufe  I  am  certain  he  fat  down  be¬ 
fore  Chiva  in  the  year  1 740,  which  is  pro¬ 
ved  by  others. 

In  a  very  few  days,  the  citizens  begged 
for  mercy,  which  was  granted,  except  to  the 
principal  people,  who  loft  their  heads  for 
their  obftinacy.  The  Shach  appointed  a  go¬ 
vernor,  with  a  few  foldiers,  and  retired  to 
Chalat,  to  fee  that  his  treafures  were  not  em- 

bezzeled, 
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l&eztcted,  carried  with  hmi  into  Ohoroflan 
upwards  of  twenty  thdufand  Perfians,  and 
about  thirty  Ruffians  whom  the  Ufbecks  had 
at  different  times  captivated*  I  law  thefe 
Ruffians  arrive  in  Aftrachan  iti  the  year,  1741* 
a  few  of  whom  wfere  captivated  dt  the  time 
of  the.  unfortunate  defeat  and  barbarous 
murder  of  Prince  Bekovitch,  whom  Peter 
the  Great  had  lent  into  the  .Ufbecks  country* 

'  From  this  period,  I  propofe  to  write  only 
what  I  haye  reafon  to .  believe  true,  without 
regarding  the  writings  of  others,  which  I  am 
certain  are  very  erroneous. 

After  the  ShaCh  had  fecured  every,  thing 
as  he  thought  proper  in  the  province  of  Gho- 
roflan,  he  marched  to  Ifpahan,  wherehia  pre¬ 
fence  was  very  needful  to  reftify  many  dif¬ 
ord  ers,  and  in  particular  thofe  of  his  fon’s 
admin  i  drat  ion  during  his  abfence.  This 
prince  had  committed  many  blunders,  in  go? 
vernment,  and  in  particular  had  almoft  ruin¬ 
ed  all  kinds  of  commercfe,  fo  thit .  none 
durft  enter  Perfia,  except  a  few  Ruffians, 
who  alfo  fcarcely  could  carry  on  any  trade 
withffecurity,  becaufe  the  prince  had  com¬ 
menced  merchant  general,  and  confeqUently 
none,  could  buy  or  fell,  except  fiich  as  defpi- 
fed  his  orders,  which  were  but  very  few,  the 
danger  beipg  very  great.  In  the  year  1739* 
he  caufed  murder  the  unfortunate  Shacli 
Tachmas,  or  by  others  Txmas  (Mahoramed 
Hnflein  Khan  perpetrated  this  piece  of  yillai- 
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ny)  in  order  to  fecure  the  throne  of  Perfiu  to 
himfelf,  believing  his  father  &  that  thfte  to 
be  deaid;  for  a  report  prevailed  through  Per* 
fl&that  the  Indians  had  rebelled,  killed  the 
Shach,  and  defeated  his  army:  At  the  Shach’s 
arrival  in  Ifpahan,  be  Heralded  his  (oil  for 
all  his  irregular  proceedings  in  his'  abfence, 
and  in  particular  for  the  joy,  which  It  Ibeins 
he:  could  not  hide,  that  he  ekprtfled  upon 
having  been  informed  of  his  father's  death, 
threatening  to  punifh'  him  feverely*  if  he  did 
not  Ihow  evident  iigns  of  a  thorough  refer* 
(nation. 

The  Shach  font  ambafTadors  into  Ruffia, 
of  whom  I  have  already  taken  notice,  and 
alfo  to  Canftantiuoiple  with  elephants  and  rich 
prefents  :  Bin  he  was  taken  up  this  *  year  in 
quelling  rebellions  in  the  fouth,  which  he 
foarcely  had  effected  when  he  was  informed 
that  the  Ufbecks  in  Chiva  had  revolted,  and 
murdered  the  governor  and  all  the  Perfians 
whom  he  had  left  in  that  country,  and 
were  threatning  to  commence  hoftitkies  a-* 
gainft  Choroflan.  He  therefore  prepared  td 
a&  againfc  them,  and  matehfd  dire&ly  to  T& 
hlran  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1741  :  He 
had  fearcely  rea ched  T ahiran  ,when  he  was  in¬ 
formed  that  the  inhabitants  of  Caucafus  were 
keeping  his  fuhjeft*  in  Derbetit,  Shavran, 
Shamachee,  and  Baku,  in  continual-  dread,' 
and  that  if  he  did  not  make  haftfe  to  proteft 
them,  it  was  probable  the  Le%ees  and  Da- 

geftan 
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geflan  Tartars  would  ftarve  them.  He  there¬ 
fore  marched  his  army  dire&ly  through  Par- 
cilia.  Cal  bin,  and  Ardebill,  or  Ardevill,  to 
the  banks  of  Cura,  which  he  eroded  upon 
the  bridge  formerly  taken  notice  of,  and 
from  thence  ftraighc  to  the  lulls  inhabited  by 
the  famous  Shimri,  which,  contrary  to  the 
advice  of  his  generals,  he  mounted  with  an 
army  of  twenty  thoufand  men,  and  return¬ 
ed  with  the  lofs  of  fix  teen  thoufand,  as  has 
already  been  faid.  He  marched  from  thence 
by  Baku  to  the  north  of  Derbent,  to  guard 
that  city  again  ft  the  incurfions  of  Ufmei,  as 
has  already  been  taken  notice  of;  Where- 
ever  he  went,  he  left  marks  of  unheard  of 
cruelties*  At  Derbent  he  blinded  five  hun¬ 
dred  men  at  once  ;  and  at  the  time  he  was 
building  caftles  on  the  north  fide  of  that  ci-> 
ty,  his  eldcft  fon  was  brought  a  prifoner  to 
him.  This  prince,  it  feems,  fufpe&ing  that 
his  father  intended  to  rtiin  him,  employed 
fome  unknown  perfon  to  (hoot  the  Shach  5 
hut  it  was  commonly  reported,  when  1  was 
in  Perfia,  that  he  attempted  to  kill  his  father 
without  any  help,  and  wounded  his  hand, 
but  made  his  efcape,-  and  was  not  taken  till 
the  year  17+a.  Woodroof  told  me,  that  ho 
wad  brought  before  his  father,  who  upbraid¬ 
ed  him  for  endangering  the  life  of  his  king 
and  father.  1  he  fbn,  without  feeming  to  be 
tinder  the  fmalleft  concern,  upbraided  his  fa¬ 
ther  for  bringing  ruin  and  definition  upon, 
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the  kingdom  of  Perfia,  and  wantonly,  with¬ 
out  the  fmalleft  reafon,  murdering  people 
for  his  diverfion  :  Therefore,  laid  he,  had  I 
a  thoufand  fathers,  and  every  one  of  them 
kings,  and  had  I  power,  I  would  murder  e- 
very  one  of  them,  looner  than  be  a  mean- 
fpirited  witnefs  of  the  total  deftrudtion  of 
Perfia.  He  laid  he  knew  that  he  was  to  Puf¬ 
fer  death,  and  that  hb  Father’s  lecuii- 
ty  depended  upon  it,  he  did  not  deny.  He 
therefore  delired  the  Shach  to  put  his  defigns 
in  execution  immediately.  To  this  the  Shach 
replied,  that  he  would  not  comply  with  his 
requeft  of  putting  him  to  death,  but  or¬ 
dered  his  eyes  to  be  cut  out.  I  was  in¬ 
formed,  that  when  this  barbarous  opera¬ 
tion  was  ended,  the  prince  undaunted¬ 
ly  Hood  up,  and  delired  that  fome  per- 
fon  would  bring  hb  eyes  to  him,  which 
the  Shach  ordered  to  be  done ;  then 
he  alked  his  father,  What  he  intended  next 
to  do  to  him  ?  when  the  father  anfwered, 
that  he  intended  nothing  farther  at  that 
time.  The  prince  threw  his  eyes  at  the  Shach, 
and  advifed  him  to  eat  them,  or  put  them 
into  his  wife’s  a — e.  It  was  judged  that  he 
endeavoured  to  provoke  his  father  to  put 
him  to  death  ;  but  .this  he  would  not  do.  He 
kept  him  and  hb  fbn,  a  boy  of  leven  or 
eight  years  of  age,  in  whom  he  much  de¬ 
lighted,  not  far  from  himlelf,  and  ordered 
hb  tent  to  be  placed  behind  hb  haram.  It 

was 
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was  reported  in  Periia,  that  the  Gruel  Nadir 
mourned  for  this  his  feverity  to  his  Ton  as 
long  as  he  lived. 

Having  already  given  what  1  intended  to  fay 
about  the  barbarous  Nadir,  in  my  relation  of 
the  events  which  happened  upon  the  borders 
of  Aftrachan,  I  (hall  add  no  more  here, 
but  convoy  him  back  to  the  Cura,  with  the 
lofs,  as  was  fuppofed,  of  one  hundred  thou* 
land  foldiers,  and  of  twice  that  number  of 
inhabitants,  who  were  either  murdered,  or 
oppreded  to  death  by  ways  which  ought  not 
to  be  tranfmitted  to  pofterity.  It  (hall  be, 
with  me,  enough  to  fay,  that  he  caufed  thole, 
who  had  no  horfe  or  other  beads  of  burden, 
carry  upon  their  backs  meal  or  barley  to  his 
camp,  from  Gilan  and  Adara,  many  of  whom 
dropped  down  on  the  roads  for  want  ;  for 
frequently  they  had  nothing  to  eat  but  roots, 
fuch  as  thofe  of  the  carduus  Maria,  which  I 
have  feen  them  eat ;  and  they  have  been, 
when  dilcovered,  cruelly  beaten,  becaufe,  in 
fo  doing,  they  expoled  the  mileries  of  rich 
Perfia  l  From  the  Perfians,  abfolutely  aban¬ 
doned,  and  averfe  from  all  good,  I  learned  to 
know,  that  mankind,  reduced  to  a  barbarous 
date,  are  dill  capable  of  inventing  and 
multiplying  many  more  different  ways  of  tor-^ 
men  ting  their  fellow  creatures,  than  all  the  a- 
nimals  which  God  created  put  together,  even 
fuppoiing  you  add  to  them  the  helps  of  ajl 

the 
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the  devils  in  and  out  of  hell.  Never  did 
mad  ambition  caufe  fo  much  mifery  to  man¬ 
kind  as  the  infernal  cruelty  of  Nadir  Shach 
did  to  Perfia.  As  an  addition  to  what  I 
have  related,  he  carried  on  war  with  the  A- 
rabs,  and  that  he  might  do  it  the  more  effec¬ 
tually,  he  projected  the  fcheme  of  cutting 
down  timber  in  Mazandaran,  and  having  it 
tranfported  to  Gambroon  or  Bandar  Abaffi, 
in  order  to  build  (hips  there.  Much  tim¬ 
ber  was  cut  down,  and  his  miferable  fub- 
jedts  were  forced  to  carry  fome  of  it  far 
in  the  country,  where  it  was  left  at  Veru- 
meh ;  from  whence  it  is  fuppofed  the  oppref* 
led  people  deferted  their  habitations,  for 
Done  of  it  was  ever  brought  to  the  Perfian 
Gulf.  At  this  very  time,  when  a  reafonable 
man  would  have  endeavoured  to  make  peace 
with  all  his  neighbours,  Nadir  was  keep¬ 
ing  them  every  where  in  a  very  uncertain 
Hate  ;  for  he  threatened  the  Turks,  though 
they  had  given  him  no  occalion  to  quarrel 
with  them.  His  threats,  however,  threw  the 
Ottoman  Porte  into  great  confufion,  and 
kept  them  in  conflant  alarms.  At  lad,  in 
February  1743,  he  left  the  neighbourhood 
of  Derbent,  and  directed  his  march  for  the 
plains  of  Mogan  on  the  banks  of  the  Cura  ; 
but  his  fon,  with  fifty  thoufand  men,  was 
encamped  near  Erzerum  upon  the  borders  of 
T urkey,  He  lent  word  to  Conftantinople, 
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that  he  intended  to  live  in  peace  with  them, 
provided  they  would  quietly  deliver  up  all 
thofe  countries  which  formerly  belonged  to 
Perfia.  To  this  the  Turks  gave  no  anfwer, 
but,  feeing  they  could  expert  no  peace,  re- 
folved  to  declare  war,  and  ordered  the  horfe- 
tails  to  be  hung  out  on  the  walls  of  the  fera- 
glio,  and  their  armies  to  aflemble  near  the 
borders  of  Perfia. 

The  Perfians  began  hoftilities  about  Bagdat 
and  Bafiora,  cutting  all  to  pieces  they  could 
meet  with,  and  fentthe  hulbandmen,  women, 
and  children  (laves  into  Perfia.  He,  Nadir, 
tried  all  the  art  of  whieh  he  was  m after, 
to  perfuade  Achmed  fiaftia,  governor  of 
Bagdat,  to  fubmit  to  his  authority.  He  even 
fent  an  ambafiador  to  him ;  but,  though  the 
baftia  treated  the  Shach  with  great  politenefs, 
yet  he  would  not  come  to  the  point.  The 
Ottoman  Porte  were  alarmed  at  the  con-? 
dull  of  the  baftia,  and  ufed  all  their  art 
to  get  him  cut  off ;  but  Achmed  was  fupe- 
rior  to  both  the  Perfians  and  Turks. 
Though  he  conftantly  profefled  himfclf  to  be 
a  true  muftulman,  and  fubjelt  to  the  Grand 
Signior,  yet  he  would  not  permit  any  arm¬ 
ed  forces  to  enter  Bagdat.  This  conduit 
forced  Nadir  to  fay,  that  Achmed  was  a  great¬ 
er  man  than  either  the  Grand  Signior  or  him- 
felf.  Nor  can  it  be  denied,  that  he  was  tru¬ 
ly  a  very  great  man  ;  for,  1  have  been  cre¬ 
dibly  informed,  that  during  the  Feriian  war, 

and 
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and  after  the  death  of  Nadir,  the  Court  of 
Condantinople  never  could  decoy  him  from 
Bagdat,  and  that  at  lad  they  were  content 
that  he  did  them  no  harm* 

At  this  time  the  Perfians  rebelled  every 
where,  the  governors  and  beglerbegs,  ef^>e- 
cially  on  the  i'outh,  took  to  arms.  The  ex¬ 
iles  in  Choroffan  Bed  from  that  countty  into 
others,  or  kept  themfelves,  as  it  were,  in  hi¬ 
ding  places  among  the  mountains. 

At  that  time,  as  I  faid  before,  the  Turks 
fent  a  pretender  to  the  crown  of  Perfia  into 
Caucafus,  amongd  the  Lelgees :  He  gave 
himlelf  out  to  be  a  younger  fon  of  the  late 
Tachmas  Shach,  and  was  received  by  thefe 
people  with  open  arms.  They  kept  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  Perfian  fortified  cities,  as  has 
been  faid,  in  continual  alarms,  and  in  a  date 
of  famine  j  for  they  durd  not  go  far  with¬ 
out  their  walls,  but  they  rifked  either  their 
lives  or  their  liberties.  They  laid  the  fmall 
province  of  Shirvan  under  contribution,  and 
conquered  all  who  oppofed  them.  The  Shach 
having  received  repeated  intelligence  of  this, 
fent  his  (on  Nezr  Ali  Myrza  at  the  head  of  a 
refpe&able  army,  to  put  a  dop  to  their  ca¬ 
reer.  The  Lefgees  met  him  at  Cura,  gave 
him  battle,  but  were  conquered,  and  the  poor 
pretender  taken  prifoner.  The  Shach  order¬ 
ed  to  let  the  prifoner  elcape,  with  lome  tri¬ 
fling  puniftiment,  but  caufed  cut  off  the 
heads  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  two  of 
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their  chiefs,  which  were  placed  in  the  niches 
of  the  pyramid  formerly  defcribed.  This 
was  done  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1744. 

The  rebellion  in  the  fouth,  headed  by  a 
Perfian  nobleman,  Taghi  Khan,  who  was  a 
good  politician  and  an  excellent  foldier,  be¬ 
came  very  grievous  to  Nadir :  However,  he 
fent  a  great  army  again  ft  them,  who  foon  de¬ 
feated  them,  and  took  the  nobleman  and  aU 
his  family  prilbners,  and  fent  them  ftraight 
to  Ifpahan,  It  was  (aid  the  brutal  Nadir  cau- 
fed  his  favourite  wife  to  be  violated  by  a  com¬ 
mon  foldier  before  his  face,  and  himfelf  to 
be  caftrated,  with  the  lofs  of  one  of  his  eyes. 
Hanway  fays,  that  this  was  done  contrary  to 
his  ufual  regard  to  women.  If  I  be  rightly 
informed.  Nadir  paid  no  regard  to  women, 
but  to  fatisfy  his  defires  for  a  time;  after 
which,  they  had  no  more  refpeft:  paid  to 
them  than  his  afTes. 

What  is  very  extraordinary,  is,  that  after 
Taghi  Khan  was  recovered  to  good  health* 
Nadir  conftituted  him  governor  of  Cabul  1 
I  own,  that  what  has  been  matter  of  furprife 
to  many,  hath  nqt  in  the  leaft  furprifed  me  ; 
becaufe,  before  this  happened,  I  imagine  Na¬ 
dir  was  mad ;  and  it  is  well  known,  that 
none  can  account  for  the  aftions  of  madmen; 
none  Ukewife  are  ignorant,  that  at  cer¬ 
tain  times  madmen  will  aft  conformable  to 
the  rules  of  right  reafon ;  and  in  this  way  on¬ 
ly 
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ly  can  I  account  for  many  of  the  actions  of 
the  Shach.  . 

It  was  given  out,  that  Nadir  intended 
to  refign  in  favour  of  Shahrokh,  his  grand- 
ion,  by  his  eldeft  (bn,  and  a  lifter  of 
the  unfortunate  Shach  Tachmas,  who  had 
Ibme  time  before  this  taken  poifon.  that 
Ihe  might  be  free  of  the  daily  tormenting 
thoughts  of  the  miferable  deftru&ion  of  the 
ancient  Scffie  family,  who  had  for  a  long 
time  filled  the  throne  of  Perfia  j  or  elfe  to 
avoid  a  more  violent  death,  of  which  Ihe 
had  daily  many  frightful  examples  of  her 
own  fex,  and  aifo  of  her  family  brought  to  the 
jnoft  painful  and  Ihameful  deaths,  which 
man  or  devil  eouid  contrive*  not  with  ft  an  d- 
ing  all  the  delicacy  which  Nadir,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Mr  Hanway,  fliowed  to  the  fair 

fex.  . 

Towards  die  clofc  of  this  year,  the  Per- 
iians  and  Turks  came  to  an  engagement, 
and  both  declared  themfelves  to  have  been 
victorious  ;  however,  I  imagine  that  the  Per- 
fians  were  conquerors,  becaufe  they  maintains 
ed  a  great  array  during  the  winter  in  tha 
Turkifh  dominions. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XXXII. 

•  j4  Continuation  of  the  Hijiory  of  Nadir  Shach , 
* with  an  Account  of  his  Death. 

NADIR,  having  reduced  all  the  rebellions 
in  Perfia,  joined  his  army  with  that 
commanded  by  his  Ton,  near  Erivan ;  the 
fum  of  both,  when  joined  together,  amount¬ 
ed  to  eighty  thoufand  men ;  but  Mahomed 
Bafha  commanded  an  army  of  Turks  equal 
at  leaft  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand 
men.  The  Turks,  about  the  end  of  July, 
fought  the  Perfians,  driving  all  their  imall 
parties  before  them,  and  continued  their 
march  towards  Erivan  with  a  great  train  of 
artillery.  Nadir  permitted  them  to  encamp 
without  any  moleftation,  and  drew  fo  near 
them  that  neither  could  depart  without  co¬ 
ming  to  blows :  At  laft  Mahomed  began  the 
work ;  he  fent  out  a  ftrong  party  to  fkirmifli 
with  the  Perfians,  and  then  it  came  to  a  very 
bloody  battle ;  and,  notwithfianding  that 
the  Turks  were  nearly  double  the  number  of 
the  Perfians,  they  were  glad  to  retire  into 
their  camp  towards  the  evening,  having  loft 
twenty  thoufand  of  their  beft  troops,  who 
were  killed  in  battle,  and  fome  thou  fan  ds 
taken  prifoners.  After  this  victory.  Nadir 
(  got  between  them  and  Cars,  on  their  own 
R  r  r  borders. 
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borders,  and  rendered  it  impoflible  for  them 
to  get  any  proyifion,  or  any  other  adiftance 
from  Turkey.  Thus  hemmed  in,  the  Turks, 
in  the  night-time,  between  the  8th  and  9th 
of  Augult,  were  forced  to  leave  their  ftrong 
camp,  with  all  their  tents  and  cannons,  and 
formed  a  defperate  retreat  towards  Cars.  Na¬ 
dir,  ever  watchful,  fell  on  them,  and  killed 
great  numbers  in  their  retreat, obliging  them 
to  throw  away  all  their  baggage,  and  at 
lafl  forced  them,  under  all  thefe  difad- 
vantages,  to  another  battle,  which  was  ve¬ 
ry  bloody :  In  Ihort,  the  Perfians  returned 
victorious  with  five  or  fix  thoufand  prifoners, 
and  enriched  with  the  fpoils  of  theTurks.  Ma¬ 
homed  Baflia,  with  four  principal  command* 
ers  of  the  Turkish  army,  were  killed.  The 
Perfians  brought  the  head  of  Mahomed  to 
Nadir  upon  the  point  of  a  lpear.  By  this 
victory  Nadir  got  pofiefiion  of  all  the  artille¬ 
ry,  ammunition,  military  cheft,  and  bag¬ 
gage,  belonging  to  the  Turks;  and  as  their 
principal  Baibas  were  all  killed,  the  T urkifii 
foldiery  who  remained,  being  without  prin¬ 
cipal  commanders,  were  mutinous,  and  very 
unfit  to  aCt  any  more  this  year  againft  their 
great  conqueror.  Nadir  had  two  horfes  kil¬ 
led  under  him  in  thefe  two  aCtions.  But 
though  this  victory  was  decifive,  yet  it  pro¬ 
ved  of  no  other  difadvantage  to  the  Turks 
than  the  lofs  of  fo  many  men,  artillery,  and 
treafure;  for  rebellion  was  ready  to  break 
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out  through  every  province  in  Perfia,  which 
obliged  him  to  remain  on  the  borders.  If 
lie  had  treated  the  Perfia  ns  with  humanity, 
and  had  not  opprefled  the  whole  empire  with 
taxes  which  they  were  not  able  to  pay,  and 
with  fo  many  horrid  and  unheard  of  cruelties, 
it  is  thought  he  would  this  year  have  been 
able  to  have  Ihaken,  if  he  had  not  fubverted, 
the  Turkifh  empire;  but, for  thefe  reafons,the 
campaign  ended  with  this  battle. 

The  year  1746  was  taken  up  in  negocia- 
ting  a  peace  with  the  Turks,  which  at  laft 
was  finifhed  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  Per- 
lia ;  and  rich  prefen  ts  were  fent  from  one 
court  to  the  other.  Towards  the  latter  end 
of  this  year,  the  Georgians  would  not  fubmit 
to  fo  many  indignities  andopprefiions  as  they 
did  in  ‘Perfia,  but  drove  the  Perfians  out  of 
their  country ;  and  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1 747,  when  Nadir  was  going  to  cha- 
ftife  them,  a  formidable  rebellion  broke  out 
in  Khirmania,  on  the  fouth  of  Perfia.  This 
obliged  him  to  march  thither,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  till  the  beginning  of  June,  where 
our  Captain  Poflet  had  an  audience 'of  him  ; 
at  which  time  he  was  preparing  to  marph 
into  Choroffan,  and  had  built  two  great  py-. 
ramids  with  rebels  heads.  Captain  Poflet  af- 
fured  us,  that  the  one  I  have  already  taken 
notice  of  on  the  Cura,  was  very  inconfidera- 
fele  in  comparison  of  thofe  in  Khirmania. 

Nadi* 
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Nadir  was  naturally  barbarous;  but  laft 
year,  and  this,  he  Teemed  altogether  mad. 
It  would  be  to  little  purpofe,  and  would  take 
up  much  time,  to  write  of  the  mad  a&ions 
of  which  I  have  been  informed;  they  are  fo 
many,  and  fo  dil'agreeable  to  the  minds  of 
men  pofleffed  of  humanity,  that  I  forbear 
mendoning  them ;  only  as  a  fample  of  the 
reft.lmuft  inform  the  reader,  that,  at  Julpha, 
near  Ifpahan,  he  caufed  roaft  alive  four  of 
the  principal  Armenian  merchants,  for  having 
bought  Tome  rich  horfe  furniture  belonging 
to  the  former  Shachs  of  Ferfia.  Of  this  I 
was  informed  by  a  nephew  to  one  of  them; 
who  at  the  fame  time  begged  of  me  to  bring 
his  wife  from  Julpha,  if  the  embafly  went  to 
Ifpahan,  to  Aftrachan,  where  he  redded  ;  for 
which  lervice  he  would  have  given  the  half 
of  his  wealth:  He  beat  even  foreigners,  to 
whom  he  was  formerly  kind  ;  and  put  o- 
thers  to  all  kinds  of  deaths,  juft  as  the  whim 
took  him. 

When  he  was  in  Khirmania,  he  ordered 
his  nephew,  governor  of  Choroflan,  a  prince 
extremely  popular,  and  much  beloved  by  all 
ranks  of  people,  to  come  to  aifift  him  with 
part  of  his  army  againft  the  rebels.  Ali  Kou- 
li  Khan,  for  that  was  his  name,  having  been 
allured  by  fome  of  his  trufty  friends,  that  his 
uncle  intended  to  murder  him,  declined,  un¬ 
der  diverfe  political  pretences,  to  depart  from 
Choroflan ;  wherefore,  when  Nadir  had  van- 
quifhed  the  rebels,  he  marched  from  Khir- 
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manta  towards  ChorofTan,  of  which  he  gave 
notice  to  the  Ruffian  ambaflador,  defiring 
that  he  might  meec  him  there.  He  had  at¬ 
tempted  the  life  of  his  worthy  nephew  diffe¬ 
rent  ways;  but  having  been  hitherto  unluc- 
celsful,  he  fent  his  prime  minifter.  Mayor 
Khan,  to  Chofoffah,  with  orders  to  ftrangle 
him.  Some  time  before  Mayor  Khan  left 
the  Shach  at  Khirmania,he  had  lent  orders  to 
Ali  Kouli  Khan,  to  ftrangle  Mayor  Khan  as 
foon  as  he  arrived  in  Choroffan.  Mayor 
Khan,  it  was  reported,  was  fo  well  beloved, 
that  the  Shach  durlt  not  attempt  his  life  in 
the  army.  The  Shach  was  jealous  of  them 
both  alike,  and  would  have  been  very  well 
pleafed  if  they  had  murdered  one  another ; 
but  in  this  he  was  miftaken ;  for,  at  Mayor 
Khan’s  arrival,  Ali  Kouli  Khan  produced  his 
uncle’s  orders,  and  at  the  lame  time  protefled 
the  great  efteem  which  he  had  for  Mayor 
Khan.  Mayor  Khan  produced  the  orders 
he  was  in  poffellion  of,  which  ended  in  an 
eclairciflement,  a  mutual  regard  for  each 
other,  and  a  confultation  what  was  to  be 
done  for  both  their  prefer vations.  Whether 

Mayor  Khan  had  fufpedted  the  Shach’s  de- 
figns  I  {hall  not  fay,  but  he  had  fecured  fome 
trufty  friends  in  the  Ufbeck  guards,  before 
he  left  the  army.  The  refult  of  their  conful- 
tations  was,  Ali  Kouli  Khan  fent  an  exprefs 
to  the  Shach  to  acquaint  him,  that  every 
thing  fliould  be  complied  with  as  he  had  or¬ 
dered  ; 
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dered ;  but  this  meflenger  had  orders  to  treat 
with  the  Ulbeck  guards  with  great  privacy. 

When  Nadir  Suach  had  reach  d  the  con¬ 
fines  of  Parthia,  not  diftant  from  Gilan  300 
miles,  his  laft  night  drew  near.  Five  prin¬ 
cipal  officers  of  the  guards,  about  one  o’clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  July  1747,  en¬ 
tered  the  haram  with  the  greateft  lecrely,  and 
at  laft  knew  the  Shach’s  tent  by  a  taper  or 
lamp  burning  in  it.  As  they  approached, 
one  of  them  tripped  upon  the  cords  of  the 
tent.  This  alarmed  Nadir  ;  who,  immedi¬ 
ately  fpringing  out  of  his  bed,  got  hold  of  his 
fabre,  and  at  one  blow  cut  off  the  head  of 
the  firft  that  entered  ;  he  (truck  the  next  up¬ 
on  the  top  of  the  left  fhoulder  with  fuch 
force,  that  the  fabre  cut  through  the  ribs, 
and  lodged  in  the  fpine  or  back-bone ;  and 
was  there  fo  firmly  fixed,  that,  before  the 
Shach  could  get  it  difengaged,  one  of  the  a  f- 
falfins  (truck  turn  a  blow  on  the  neck,  which: 
brought  him  to  the  ground.  He  called  for 
mercy  ;  but  they  dilpatohed  him,  by  cutting 
his  head  from  his  body.  They  next  buried 
their  friends,  and  carried  out  the  head  of  Na¬ 
dir,  leaving  the  body  ip  the  tent,  and  retired 
with  great  (ecrely. 

Next  day  the  miniftry  having  waited  long 
after  the  ordinary  time  of  the  Shach’s  giving 
audience,  at  laft  agreed  to  enter  the  ha¬ 
ram,  where  they  found  the  headlefs  trunk. 
The  ferfians  blamed  th$  Ufbecks,  who  kept- 
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guard,  and  the  Ufbecks  blamed  the  Perfians  2 
Upon  which  a  bloody  battle  enfued,  and 
many  were  killed  on  both  lides :  But  Nadir’s 
head  at  lait  being  produced,  they  came  to 
an  agreement.  They  next  killed  his  poor 
blind  l’on,  and  his  grandfon.  They  were 
not  fatisfied  with  killing  the  women  in  the 
haram,  by  eafy  deaths,  but  ripped  up  their 
bellies,  young  and  old,  prineefles  and  (laves, 
for  fear,  as  they  gave  out,  that  any  of  them 
might  have  been  with  child  to  Nadir. 

Whether  the  above  account  is  true  or  falfe, 
I  (hall  not  dilpute  ;  nor  is  it  of  great  confe- 
quence  :  But  I  hail  it  from  two  of  our 
interpreters  by  a  Perfian,  who  was  a  fpy 
for  our  ambaflador,  and  by  twelve  Arme¬ 
nian  merchants,  who  loft  their  right  eyes  in 
the  camp,  fourteen  days  before  this  happen¬ 
ed,  by  orders  of  the  cruel  Nadir.  I  (poke 
with  fome  of  them  ;  the  gentlemen  by  the 
embafly  fpoke  with  others  ;  they  all  agreed 
in  one  (lory  ;  and  the  above  is  the  account 
which  was  given  to  our  ambaflador  ;  nor 
did  I  ever  hear  of  any  other,  except  the  cir- 
cumftantial,  but  very  erroneous  account  which 
Hanway  gives. 

Thus  fell  the  cruel  Nadir,  murderer  of 
many  millions,  by  a  death  too  good  for  fucli 
a  monfter  !  It  is  truly  furpriiing,  that  in  all 
Perfia,  in  the  numerous  armies  which  he 
commanded,  there  was  not  a  man  found  of 
valour  and  refolution  enough  to  difpatch  this 
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king  of  cruelty  long  before ;  for  I  was 
well  allured,  that  no  man  who  approached 
him  was  certain  of  his  life  one  day.  As  for 
honour,  they  had  none  to  lole;  for  he  treated 
his  greateft  men  with  fuch  barbarous  indigni¬ 
ty,  that  the  relation  dilhon  ours  human  nature. 
Perfia  groaned  under  the  laft  of  their  weak 
pulillanimous  princes  of  the  Seflie  family  ; 
it  was  tormented  with  the  cruelties  exerciled 
on  it  by  the  Afguans  ;  but  this  well  peopled 
empire,  in  deftroying  other  nations,  by  the 
help  of  Nadir,  was  rendered  a  defart :  And 
what  he  had  not  effected  before  his  death, 
has  been  accomplilhed  to  the  full  by  his  bar¬ 
barous  fucceflors. 

Nadir  Shach  was  a  man  of  a  great  fize, 
and  Itrong  built :  He  had  a  remarkably 
ftrong  voice.  Mr  Thomfon  allured  me,  that 
at  the  diftance  of  fifty  paces,  he  heard  him 
articulately  ;  for  no  llranger  at  that  time  was 
permitted  to  approach  nearer  him.  In  the 
time  of  battle,  when  he  extended  his  voice, 
,it  is  faid,  that  it  was  heard  and  well  Jiftin- 
guilhed  amidlt  the  din  of  war  ;  and  that 
frequently  it  ftruck  fuch  a  panic  into  the 
enemy,  that,  without  feeing  him,  they  fled 
for  very  fear  of  the  well  known  horrid 
found.  He  certainly  had  a  lingular  and  un- 
'  common  art  in  knowing  mankind.  Learn¬ 
ing  he  had  none ;  yet  he  had  a  vail;  mind, 
and  formed  plans,  the  execution  whereof 
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tfhook  two  mighty  empires.  He  loved  ftran- 
gers,  and  loaded  them  with  honours  and 
riches  ;  bat  this  proceeded  altogether  from 
natural  policy.  It  i$  not  eafy  to  account  for 
his  barbarity  ;  nor  for  the  hatred  he  bore  to 
Perfia,  the  country  which  gave  him  both 
riches  and  dominion^  the  two  great  objefts 
Of  his  ambition.  1  fcarcely  can.  think  that 
prudence  and  fagacity  had  any  fhare  in  fuch 
conduct ;  for,  confiderrng  that  he  had  extir¬ 
pated  all  the  nobility,  and  men  of  any  learn¬ 
ing  or  education,  and  had  fubftituted  in  their 
places  men  bred  up  under  him  to  blood,  vio¬ 
lence,  and  rapine,-  void  of  honour,  honefty, 
morality,  or  any  kind  of goodnefs :  Men,  who 
had  it  not  m  their  power  to  learn  any  thing, 
but  by  experience;  becaufe  few  of  diem 
could  either  read  or  write ;  confequently  he 
could  not  expeft  that  fuch  wretches  would 
fupport  his  offspring  or, relations  after  his 
death.  Thus  it  truly  happened  ;  for,  tho* 
we  made  all  hafte  ro  leave  Perfia,  we  were 
informed  of  no  fewer  than  (even  competi¬ 
tors,  fomC  of  whom  I  remember  to  have 
heard  then  mentioned.  Ibrahim  Khah  put 
out  the  eyes  of  his'  brother  Ali  Kouli  Khan  :: 
AmiRuftan  Khan  deftroyed  Ibrahim,  as  alfo' 
a  fmith  rnr  Tavris,  who  was  faid  to  have  given1 
himfelf  out  to  have  been  one  of  the  Seifie  fa¬ 
mily,  and'  had  co  Hefted  an  army  of  forty 
thouiand  men,  and  feized  all  the  revenue 
S  f  f  which1 
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which  had  been  collected,  and  whieh  was 
very  confiderable.  It  was  reported,  that 
though  Ami  Ruflan  Khan  had  obliged  the 
fmith,  with  a  few  of  his  followers,  to  feck 
their  fafety  by  the  fwiftnefs  of  their  horfes  a- 
mongft  the  hills,  yet  he  carried  alongft  with 
him  all  the  treafure.  Ami  Ruflan  Khan  was 
killed  by  another  ;  and  this  confufion  conn* 
nued  as  long  as  I  was  in  Ruflia  j  and  pro* 
bably  Perfia  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  defart  at 
this  day. 

Such  were  the  actions  of  Nadir  Shach,  and 
fuch  the  confequences  of  them.  1  have  gi¬ 
ven  as  fhort  and  as  clear  an  account  of  his 
birth,  actions,  and  death,  as  I  could  colled, 
and  which  I  really  believe  to  be  near  the 
truth.  I,  no  doubt,  could  have  faid  much 
more  ;  but  either  thought  it  not  neceflary, 
or  elfe  did  not  believe  many  (lories  which  I 
have  been  told. 

Quid  valet  hie  mundus  ?  Quid  gloria  ?  Quidve 
triumphus  t 

—Pojl  mortem  fumus,  pulvis ,  et  umbra  Jumus. 
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CHAP.  XXXIII. 

Being  a  Jbort  Account  of  what  I  know  of  the 
Britifh  Perfian  Trade  carried  on  through  the 
Empire  of  Ruflia. 

THIS  fubjeft  naturally  proves  more 
troublefome  for  me  than  any  other  in 
this  book;  but  juftice,  as  will  be  feen  in  the 
fequel,  requires,  that  I  Should  liere  impeach 
the  living,  and  vindicate  the  injured  dead. 

Captain  John  Elton,  an  English  gentle¬ 
man,  had  ferved  Some  years  in  Ruflia  in  the 
rank  and  with  the  falary  of  a  Senior  captain  in 
the  fleet;  and  was  fent  into  Oranburgh  to 
Superintend  the  planning  out  of  that  then  in¬ 
fant  colony,  and  to  represent  the  advantages 
which  Ruflia  might  naturally  expert  from 
a  rich  country,  and  the  proper  places  for 
building  fortifications  to  protect  the  indu- 
ftrious  planters  from  the  depredations  and 
incurSions  of  the  different  barbarous  inhabi¬ 
tants  which  border  upon  it ;  the  moil  potent 
of  whom  were  ruled  by  a  prince  known  by 
the  title  of  Jean-Beck-Bater ;  who,  it  was 
faid,  could  bring  into  the  field  an  army  of 
an  hundred  thoufand  men,  and  who  Shewed 
no  great  friendship  for  the  Ruffian  colony, 
but  took  every  opportunity  to  annoy  and 
diftrefs  them,  not  only  in  the  field,  but  kept 
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jthe  city  and  garrifon  of  Oranburgh  in  conti¬ 
nual  dread.  At  fuch  a  time,  and  for  luch 
reafons,  Captain  John  Elton  was  fent  there, 
under  the  infpe<ftion  of  the  fame  Vafely  Ni- 
iititch  TatifhofF  who  afterwards  was  gover¬ 
nor  of  Aftrachan  ;  a  gentleman  who  was 
juftly  efteemed  one  of  the  greateft  knowledge 
in  the  empire  of  RufTia,  as  he  was  an  able 
politician,  and  had  formerly  tranfa&ed  many 
affairs  with  thofe  untra&able  wild  people  a- 
bout  the  borders  of  Siberia,  to  the  (atisfa&ion 
of  the  court  of  St  Peterfburgh. 

Mr  Elton,  in  a  few  years,  fetded  his  af¬ 
fairs  in  fuch  a  way  as  gave  great  fatisfa&ion 
to  the  privy  counsellor  Tatiflioff,  and  confer 
quently  to  the  court  of  St  Peterfburgh. 
When  he  had  finifhed  this  bulinefs,  he  re¬ 
tired,  and,  by  Mr  TatifhofPs  intereft,  got 
his  difmiffion  from  the  fervice  of  Ruffia,  with 
a  handfome  prefent :  And  this  he  got  the 
more  readily,  as  he  projected  a  trade  from 
Great  Britain  into  Perfia ;  which  he  made 
appear  would  be  very  beneficial  for  both 
Great  Britain  and  Ruffia,  providing  it  was 
carried  on  with  honour  and  regularity  by 
both  nations. 

I  imagine  it  requires  no  great  depth  of 
reafoning  to  prove  this  ;  if  it  be  confidered, 
that  when  he  had  laid  before  the  court  of  St 
Peterfburgh  the  increafe  of  their  revenues, 
and  the  fums  of  money  which  would  be  ac¬ 
quired  by  Ruffian  fubje&s  in  tranfporting 
'  the 
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the  Britifh  goods  through  the  empire  of  Rufp 
lia  and  the  Cafpian  Sea  ;  and  the  great  fchool 
it  would  be  to  teach  their  merchants  boors  to 
become  good  Tailors  ;  as  Mr  Elton  had  pro* 
je&ed,  amongft  other  things,  to  build  two 
Ihips,  and  have  them  commanded  by  Bri¬ 
tons,  carrying  each  fixieen  common  Jailors, 
eight  of  whonj  were  to  be  Britifh,  and  eight 
Ruffians.  In  fhort,  his  arguments  were  fo 
juft  and  cogent,  that  the  Britifh  merchants 
were  charmed  with  the  fcheme,  and  with  all 
their  power  fupported  Mr  Elton  both  in 
Ruffia  and  Great  Britain.  The  Turkey 
merchants  were  fo  much  alarmed  at  this  pro- 
jeft,  that  it  is  well  known  how  much  they 
flruggled  againft  it.  They  were  right ;  their 
intereft  was  in  danger :  But  the  general 
good  of  Great  Britain  being  preferable  to 
their  particular  advantage,  it  went  againft 
them.  Mr  Elton  having  found  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  St  Peterfburgh  fond  of  this  fcheme, 
agreed  with  them  upon  the  following  terms, 
•viz.  if  he  fucceeded  in  getting  liberty  for 
fuch  commerce  from  Perfia,  Ruffia,  and 
Great  Britain,  they  engaged  to  pay  him  part, 
or  all  the  expences  to  which  he  might  be 
expofed  in  fuch  fervice ;  and  that  they  would 
conftitute  him  head  of  a  houfe  to  be  fbrmecl 
in  Perfia,  with  a  refpedable  confideration 
from  the  trade.  This  I  have  been  allured 
was  the  agreement.  Upon  which  Mr  Elton 
fet  put  firft  tp  Perfia,  in  cojnpany  with  Mr 
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Mungo  Grsme,  in  the  year  1739,  where 
he  foon  obtained  all  the  encouragement  which 
he  could  expert  from  Riza  Kouli  Myrza,  the 
Shach’s  eldeft  fon,  then-  regent  in  Perfia. 
He  left  Mr  Graeme  ;  returned  to  St  JPeterf- 
burgh,  and  engaged  Mr  Finch  to"  apply  to 
the  court  of  St  Peterfburgh  ;  who  did  Fo, 
and  was  fuccefsfiil  in  getting  every  encou¬ 
ragement  which  the  merchants  and  he  want¬ 
ed.  Then  he  fet  out  for  London,  and  ap¬ 
plied  to  parliament ;  who,  notwithdanding 
great  oppofition  from  the  T urkey  company, 
paffed  an  adl  in  favour  of  the  Ruffian  com¬ 
pany  :  And  thus  this  affair  ended,  to  the 
great  fatisfadiorj  of  all  the  parties  concerned 
in  it. 

At  his  return,  he  die  wed  the  merchants 
of  St  Peterfburgh  how  neceflary  it  would  be 
to  have  a  fhip  or  two  built  at  Cazan,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  Ruffian  navy.  The  Cahinet 
was  applied  to,  &nd  granted  all  encourage¬ 
ment.  Mr  Elton  fent  off  proper  perfons  to 
fuperintend  the  building  of  the  fird  fhip, 
and  when  fhe  was  near  finifhed,  he  went 
with  a  large  cargo  of  goods,  and  fome  in- 
druments  for  building  or  repairing  fhips, 
which  he  conveyed  l'afcly  to  Perfia  in  the 
year  1742. 

The  trade,  as  has  been  laid,  no  fooner 
was  infured  of  all  manner  of  encouragement, 
than  the  merchants  in  St  Peterfburgh  quar¬ 
relled,  and  at  lad  fplit  into  two  parties ;  the 
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one  remained  firm  to  Elton,  the  other  fent 
Several  fervants,  who,  as  I  have  mentioned 
formerly,  went  with  me  to  Tzaritzin.  They 
no  fooner  arrived  .in  Refhd,  than  they  paid 
great  refpeft  to  Mr  Arapoff,  Ruffian  refident 
there.  Mr  Elton,  having  had  the  honour  to 
lerve  In  Rullia  in  the  rank  of  colonel,  would 
not  probably  fubmit  to  any  mean  unbeco¬ 
ming  obfequioufncfs  to  Arapoff,  who  was 
only  a  captain.  Arapoff  infilled  on  his  be¬ 
ing  actually  refident  for  Ruflia,  and  gladly 
would  have  had  fome  part  of  the  direction 
of  the  BritifU  trade.  Mr  Elton  told  him, 
that  he  never .  fbould  have  any  thing  to  do 
in  their  affairs :  That  if  the  Britifh  merchants 
at  any  time  fbould  need  his  affiftance,  they 
might  apply  to  him,  and  that  he  was  obliged 
to  affifl  them,  by  her  Imperial  Majeflv’s  ex- 
prefs  order.  Thus,  from  fmall  beginnings, 
things  grew  to  a  great  height :  And  it  was 
both  laid  in  Aflrachan,  and  believed,  that 
fome  of  Mr  Elton’s  countrymen,  far  from 
making  peace,  rather  adled  in  a  very  diffe¬ 
rent  character.  The  refident  threatened  Mr 
Elton  ;  their,  lervants  took  part  in  the  quar¬ 
rel.  At  laft  one  of  Mr  Elton’s  fervants  was 
{tabbed  by  one  of  the  relident’s  fervants, 
who  at  the  fame  time  was  deprived  of  one  of 
Ills  ears  by  Elton’s.  Both  fought  fatisfac- 
tiou  :  None  was  given.  The  refident  arm¬ 
ed  his  foldiers ;  Elton  armed  his  failors. 
The  refident  threatened  to  affault  Mr  Elton’s 
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houfe  with  his  cannon ;  Mr  Elton  irnmedi* 
ately  ordered  two  pieces  of  cannon  to  be  j 
brought  from  the  flaip  for  the  defence  of  It.  | 
Arapoff’s  fury  fubfided ;  but  ftill  he  threaten¬ 
ed  revenge.  When  any  proper  opportunity 
jhotrld  offer* 

At  laft  an  Order  Was  brought  to  Redid 
from  the  Shach,  commanding  an  embargo 
to  be  lard  upon  the  (hipping  at  Enzilee,  and 
Mr  Elton  to  load  provifions  for  the  ufe  of  his 
army  at  Derbenc.  Mr  Elton,  having  fe- 
cured  his  hoofe,  loaded  and  fafely  tranfport- 
ed  provifions  to  the  port  of  Derbent.  He 
no  fooner  lent  his  mate  on  Chore,  whom  Mr 
Hanway  calls  Captain  Woodroof,  than  poor 
Woodroof  was  almoft  beaten  to  mummy  by 
a  party  of  Perfian  foldiers,  headed  by  a  lieu*- 
tenant  colonel,  inrftigated  thereto  by  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  conful,  who  was  advifed  of  every  thing 
which  happened  at  Refhd,  by  his  fuperior, 
the  refident  ArapOfF.  Mr  Eltcm  no  fooner 
had  let  up  a  tent  on  fhore,  to  defend  him>- 
felf  from  the  heat  of  the  fun,  and  the  incle¬ 
mencies  of  the  weather,  than  he  was  attack¬ 
ed  by  armed  men*  They  were  repulfed  with 
lofi,  and  a  ftronger  guard  appointed  for  his 
fecurity,  until  all  the  provifions'  were  fafely 
landed.  When  this  work  wa9  finifhed,  Mr 
Elton-  went  to  the  camp,  to  receive  payment 
for  his  iervice,  and  lodge  a  complaint  againft 
the  government,  of  Derbent,  for  permitting 
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£>inxk  to  be  infulted,  particularly  when  lie  was 
fo  very  ferviceabfe  to  the  Shach’s  army.  He 
received  payment,  and  the  coloners  ears  and 
nofe  were  cropped  off,  after  he  had  been  fe- 
verely  baflinadoed.  The  Shach  ordered  him 
to  be  put  to  death*  after  he  had  luffered 
this  punifhment  j  but,  by  Mr  Elton’s  inter- 
cellion,  his  life  was  granted  to  him.  Howe¬ 
ver,  the  Shach  ordered  that  be  fhould  keep 
watch  forty  days  over  the  bodies  of  forae 
open,  who  were  executed,  and  lay  expofed 
on  the  fields*  to  prevent  birds  from  perch¬ 
ing  upon  them,  upon  pain  of  death.  The 
Shach*  upon  this  occasion,  obferved  to  Mr 
Elton,  that  he  would  be  in  great  danger  from 
the  Ruffians ;  but  that  if  he  would  accept  of 
the  office  of  fuperintendant  of  his  marine* 
and  alfo  fuperintend  the  building  of  a  few 
(hips,  he  could  be  in  no  danger ;  becaufe* 
at  all  times,  he  would  be  guarded  by  a  re- 
f portable  body  of  Perfian  foldiers,  who  fhould 
have  orders  to  give  quarter  to  none  who  da-» 
red  attempt  fuch  viJlany.  Mr  Elton  agreed 
to  the  Shach’s  propofal,  and  immediately  was 
cloathed  with  a  coat  of  honour,  called  cafr 
tan  ;  and  was  farther  honoured  with  the  tb 
tie  of  Jemael  Beck,  fignifying  the  Lord  with 
the  pleafant  countenance.  Orders  at  this 
time,  were  fent  into  all  the  provinces  of  Per- 
fia,  acquainting  every  perfon  how  much  Je- 
tnael  Beck  was  efteemed  by  the  Shach,  and 
what  powers  he  had  intrufted  him  with  ; 
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commanding,  that  all  his  fubjefts  (hould  take 
notice  of  this  order,  and  pay  the  refpects 
and  obedience  due  to  Elton,  threatening  the 
fevereft  punifliments,  if  any  durft  aft  in  op- 
polition  to  them.  Upon  this  occaiion  the 
Ruffian  refident  and  conful  were  threatened, 
and  all  others,  who  (hould  dare  in  the  leafl 
to  moled- Jemael  Beck. 

The  above  account  I  had  from  different 
people,  and  alfo  from  Woodroof,  and  believe 
it  to  be  true.  Let  impartial  judges  deter¬ 
mine,  whether  Mr  Elton  was  to  blame  ; 
and  whether  what  he  did  was  not  for  his  own 
preferv.ation.  I  at  this  time  was  the  only 
Britifh  fubjeft:  in  Adrachan  who  could  in¬ 
terpret  Mr  Elton’s  letters  to  the  governor, 
and  am  certain,  that  what  I  now  write  is 
true.  Though  Mr  Elton  might  have  had 
fome  pique  at  particular  perfons,  yet  he  ever 
behaved  with  propriety,  in  regard  to  the 
Britidi  trade  in  general,  which,  upon  all  oc- 
cafions,  he  protefted  and  encouraged  to  the 
utmod  of  his  power.  He  was  known  to  be 
a  man  of  honour  and  courage  ;  and  though 
he  underdood  that  fome  of  his  countrymen 
took  very  indifcreet  ways  of  hurting  his  cha- 
rafter  in  Ruflia,  yet  he  never  once  called 
fuch  to  an  account  for  their  bafenefs ;  but, 
in  his  letters  to  the  governor,  argued  his 
caufe  with  great  fpirit  and  freedom  :  So  that 
many  times  I  thought  proper  to  give  more 
mild  interpretations  than  the  captain  could 
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defign.  At  fuch  times  he  was  obliged  to 
fpeak  of  the  unworthinefs  of  his  enemies  ; 
but  this  he  did  in  a  very  fuperficial  and  ge¬ 
neral  manner.  None  can  deny,  who  knows 
any  thing  of  thefe  affairs,  that  the  captain 
unqueftionably  had  power  to  have  caufed 
punifh  any  merchant  in  Perfia,  without  be¬ 
ing  obliged  to  give  any  reafon  for  fo  doing, 
any  farther  than  that  it  was  his  pleafure,  and 
becaufe  he  was  of  opinion  fuch  deferved  it : 
But  the  very  great  love  and  refpedt  he  bore 
to  his  country,  and  efpecially  to  the  trade, 
which  he  looked  upon,  with  great  juftice,  to 
be  altogether  a  child  of  his  own,  retrained 
him  from  any  action,  which  would  in  the 
leaft  hazard  its  profperity  ;  and  for  this  very 
reafon  he  often  relieved  the  people,  whom  he 
knew  to  be  his  enemies,  when  unjuftly,  or 
too  ignorantly,  attacked  either  by  the  Shach’s 
fervants,  or  any  other.  Of  this  I  could  give 
many  inflances  ;  but  I  (hall  confine  myfelf 
to  one,  as  an  example  of  his  greatnefs  of  foul. 
One  named  Caflels,  born  in  Pruflia,  whofe 
father  was  a  Prufli&n,  and  his  mother  an 
Englifli  woman,  gave  himfelf  out  to  be  an 
Englifhman;  and,  by  virtue  of  the  liberty 
which  was  granted  to  the  Britifli  fubje&s  to, 
trade  tlirough  Ruflia  and  Perfia,  by  the  court 
of  St  Peterfburgh,  went  to  Perfia  in  the  year 
1743,  expecting  fome  poll  or  employment 
from  Captain  Elton,  with  whom  he  had  been 
made  acquainted  when  the  captain  was  in 
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Orarlburgh.  The  captain,  however,  would 
not  encourage  one  of  Caflels’s  difpolition  or 
incapacity,  and  Caflels  would  not  accept  of 
fuch  terms  as  the  captain  thought  proper  for 
him.  Caflels  was  a  man  of  the  moft  violent 
paflions,  quite  ungovernable;  very  many 
inftances  of  which  I  could  give,  which  my 
deflgn  hinders  me  from  doing.  Caflels,  in 
his  fury,  obferved  no  moderation  ;  neither 
^juftice  nor  honour  could  lay  the  fmallefl  re- 
flraint  upon  his  actions.  He  was  lb  much 
tranfported  with  rage,  at  being  fo  unexpecfiy 
dilappointed,  that  he  applied  direttly  to  the 
Shach,  and  acculed  Elton  of  crimes  by  which 
he  might  have  rilked  either  the  lofs  of  the 
Shach’s  efteem,  or  fuffered  fome  remarkable 
difgrace.  Mr  Elton,  with  great  compolure 
andcalmnefs,  made  the  Shach  fenfible  of  his 
innocence,  and  alfo  of  Caflels’s  madnefs ;  but 
pointed  out  the  true  caufe  ;  which,  as  1  faid 
before,  was  his  being  dilappointed  in  get¬ 
ting  a  poll  under  him,  for  which  he  was  not 
qualified  ;  letting  the  Shach  know,  that  he 
was  only  bred  a  painter  :  That  he,  (Elton,) 
was  of  opinion  Caflels  had  never  been  upon 
the  fea,  except  betwixt  Aftrachan  and  Enzi-* 
lee. 

The  Shach  was  convinced  by  this,  that 
Mr  Elton  deferved  all  the  truft  he  had 
repoled  in  him ;  and  would  have  ordered 
Caflels  to  be  baftinadoed,  if  Mr  Elton  had 
pot  interpofed,  and  protected  him.  Mr  Elton 
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did  nort  reft  here  ;  but  advifed  the  Shbch  to 
«nploy  him  as  his  painter.  The  Shach  or¬ 
dered  him  to  paint  eight  pi&ures,  and 
make  them  as  like  as  poftible.  Caftels 
engaged  for  a  price,  and  fixed  the  time  when 
all  fhbuld  be  ready :  But  Cafleb,  enjoying  a. 
great  falary,  and  judging,  that  when  the 
pidures  were  ready,  his  falary  would  be. 
withdrawn,  was  in  no  hafte  to  fini(h  his 
work.  In  ftiort,  he  fpent  fo  much  time, 
that  the  Shach,  having  lent  fundry  meflages 
for  Callels  to  bring  the  pictures,  at  laft  or¬ 
dered  him  to  be  brought  to  the  camp  with 
his  performances.  When  he  was  brought  be¬ 
fore  the  Shach,  he  took  notice  of  his  breach 
of  promiie  ;  and  alfo,  that  though  the  pic¬ 
tures  had  fome  refemblance,  they  had  many, 
faults,  and  looked  all  younger  titan  one  which 
Caftels  had  prefen  ted  to  the  Shach  formerly. 
Caftels  forgot  himfelf  fo  far,  that,  it  is  faid, 
he,  upon  this  occafion,  treated  the  Shach  with 
fuch  indignity,  that  he  ordered  him  to  be 
ftrangled  ;  which  would  have  been  put  in- 
ftantly  in  execution,  had  not  Mr  Elton  inter- 
pofed,  and  obferved  to  the  Shach,  that  a 
mad  man  was  not  accountable  for  his  affions 
or  behaviour ;  and  that  ill  reports  were  fre¬ 
quently  earned  very  far,  and  loft  nothing  in 
rehearfing  :  That  the  Shach  wanted  foreign¬ 
ers,  both  for  his  fleet  and  army ;  but  an  ac¬ 
tion  of  this  kind  would  infallibly  put  a  flop 
to  any  but  madmen  from  coining  into  Per- 
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fia.  Thefe  and  many  other  reafons,  which 
the  captain  made  ufe  of,  faved  the  life  of 
this  madman.  I  (hall  take  it  for  granted  that 
tliis  fingle  inftance  of  Mr  Elton’s  behaviour 
is  fufficient  to  prepoflefs  the  mind  of  the 
reader  with  a  notion  of  Caflels’s  madnefs, 
and  at  the  fame  time  evidently  (how  that  Mr 
Elton  was  a  good  man,  and  fuch  as  I  have 
defcribed  him.  From  what  I  have  related, 
it  is  evident  that  Mr  Elton  had  it  in  his 
power,  at  once  to  have  crufhed  any  number 
of  his  enemies  ;  but  for  the  reafons  I  have 
given,  he  was  reftrained  from  any  fuch 
mean  adtion,  though  at  the  fame  time  he 
was  very  fenfible  that  his  enemies,  whom  he 
defpifed,  would  not  have  behaved  fo  to 
him,  had  they  been  in  his  place. 

Such  conduct  of  the  Britifh  fubjedfs  a - 
mongft  themfelves,  could  not  fail  to  deftroy 
the  Perfian  trade.  The  Emprefs  granted  a 
liberty  for  them  to  build  (hips  for  tranfport- 
ing  with  expedition  their  own  goods,  but  at  the 
fame  time  (he  reftridfced  them  interfering  with 
the  trade  of  her  fubjedts,  or  from  freighting 
any  goods  except  their  own  :  But  no  fooner 
did  their  (hips  arrive  in  Perfia,  than  they 
tranfported  goods  for  Armenians  and  others, 
which  was  formerly  done  by  the  Ruffians, 
not  only  from  one  Perfian  port  to  another, 
but  alfo  to  the  port  of.  Aftrachan  :  By  which 
means,  accufations  were  daily  fent  to  St 
Peterfburgh  from  the  conful,  refident,  and. 
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Ruffian  merchants,  alfo  from  the  port  of 
Aftrachan  in  relation  to  the  barbarous  treat¬ 
ment  their  failors  met  with  on  board  the  Bri- 
tifh  (hips  :  Many  inftances  of  which  I  could 
give. 

Mr  Hanway  is  furprifed  that  Mr  Elton  did 
not  return  home  when  he  had  good  offers 
from  the  merchants,  and  a  fafe  pafs  from 
the  king  of  Great  Britain.  Mr  Hanway  is 
furprifed  at  many  things,  the  caufes  of  which 
he  certainly  knew  better.  I  unluckily  was 
not  furpriled  ;  Captain  Elton  I  am  convin¬ 
ced,  revered,  honoured,  and  would  have  o- 
beyed  the  orders  of  his  late  Majefty,  or  his 
ambaflador  extraordinary  at  the  court  of  St 
Peterfburgh,  if  he  could  have  done  either 
■with  lafety,  or  honour. 

At  the  very  time  that  the  king’s  letters  of 
fafe  paflage  were  fent  to  Perfia,  Mr  Elton 
was  threatened,  if  ever  the  Ruffians  could 
lay  hold  on  him,  to  be  impaled,  not  by  a 
mob,  but  by  the  principal  people  in  Aftra- 
chan.  I  have  been  prelent  when  fuch  cruel 
threatenings  were  publifhed  in  open  com¬ 
pany,  little  regarding  the  king’s  letters, 
which  were  fpoken  of  at  the  fame  time  with 
no  great  refpeCt.  Mr  Elton  had  proved  the 
merchants  honour  effectually ;  he  had  weigh¬ 
ed  it,  and  he  efteemed  it  extremely  deficient; 
if  that  had  been  of  full  weight  and  value, 
it  would  not  have  furprifed  me  if  the  Britifli 
trade  had  been  carried  on  at  this  time,  not- 
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withftanding  aft  the  confusions  of  Perfia^ 
The  hiftory  pf  their  trade,  which  I  have  al¬ 
ready  given  is  fufficient  to  prove  this.  The 
Rpffiapa  and  Armenians  parry  on  a  trade  at 
this  time,  and  why  could  not  the  Brkifh, 
the  moft  lincerely  beloved,  foreigners  in  the 
empire  of  Ruffia  ?  Whereas  all  that  the  Ar¬ 
menians  can  get  i&  purely  from  pity  which 
the  Ruffians  have  for  them,  and  from  the 
profit  they  bring  to  the  empire  by  their  ob-< 
fequious  diligence.  The  Engliffi  ufed  to 
repretent  their  aflfaft's  In  the  different  offices 
in  Aftrachan  in  too  ftrong  terms,  and  a- 
greeable  to  treaties,  tbreatning  if  they 
were  not  complied  with.  .The  Armenians 
ufed  to  apply  in  tlije  moft  fubmiffive  manner, 
becaufe  they  could  qfe  no  other,  and  they 
fupported  their  fupplicatipns,  and  brought 
them  to  anfwer  their  ends  by  fums  of  money 
rightly  given. 

I  imagine  none  alive  can  tell  exactly  the 
terms  agreed  upon  betwixt  Nadir  $iach  and 
Mr  Elton  i  but  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  they 
were  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  not  as 
yet  expired :  Could  honour  or  honefty  then 
permit  Mr  Elton  to  break  through  the  fa- 
cred  ties  of  engagements  at  the  defire  of  the 
merchants,  ftrengthned  by  the  king’s  let¬ 
ters  of  fafety,  fupported  by  paffes  through 
Ruffia,  even  fuppofmg  they  had  been  lign- 
ed  by  the  Emprefs’s  own  hand  2  No  j  fuch 
things  might  be  done  by  men  void  of  both 
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honefty  and  honour,  but  Captain  John  El¬ 
ton  could  not  do  a  dirty  a  ft  ion.  When 
the Perfian  government  was  at  laft  annihilat¬ 
ed,  Mr  Elton,  rather  than  truft  his  perfon 
to  the  Ruflians,  relolved  to  make  his  retreat 
through  Periia,  Where,  it  b  faid,  he  was 
murdered.  This  laft  refolution  is  enough 
to  ftiow  how  little  he  Could  truft  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  exafperated  Ruflians ;  a  ftiort 
account  of  hb  aftions,  as  far  as  I  know,  I 
imagine,  will  not  be  difagreeable  to  the 
reader. 

Mr  Elton  Mamed  in  Ruflia,  imtrieditely 
before  he  went  the  laft  time  to  Perfia',  a  pret¬ 
ty  young  woman,  by  whom  he  had  a  daugh¬ 
ter.  His  wife  died  foon  after  hb  arrival  in 
Langarood,  the  place  where  he  built  (hips 
for  the  Shach  4  but  his  daughter  was  living 
when  we  were  in  Perfia.  It  has  formerly 
been  obferved  that  the  empire  of  Perfia  was* 
at  the  death  of  Nadir,  thrown  into  univer- 
fal  convulfions.  The  day  we  left  Refhd  we 
heard  an  irregular  firing  of  cannon  from 
Langarood,  which  is  not  very  far  diftant  from 
Enzilee,  and  were  informed  before  we  left 
the  coaft  that  it  proceeded  from  the  follow¬ 
ing  caufe.  Mr  Elton,  having  been  made 
certain  of  the  Shach’s  death,  and  unable  to 
get  direftions  from  any,  how,  upon  fuch  a 
conjunfture,  to  behave,  refolved  to  go  on 
board  a  fhip  of  twenty  guns,  which  lie  had 
built,  and  remain  there  in  fecurity  till  he 
U  u  n  faw 
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fa\v  how  affairs  would  turn  out.  He  accord¬ 
ingly  lent  all  his  baggage  on  board  :  But 
when  he  went  to  bring  off  two  pieces  of  can¬ 
non,  and  fome  ammunition,  which  was  left 
at  the  houie,  he  was  fuddenly  furrounded 
by  a  great  number  of  Perlians',  who  threat¬ 
ened  his  life.  He  tried  what  eaiy  means 
would  do,  but  all  his  arguments  proving  a- 
bortive;  he  at  laft  determined  to  defend  hitn- 
felf  as  long  as  he  could,  and  fent  an  ex- 
prefs,  who  arrived  at  Redid,  charged  with 
an  account  of  his  danger,  to  Culipha.  He 
with  a  few  fervants  killed  many  of  the  re¬ 
bels,  but  at  laft  was  unfortunately  (hot  thro* 
the  arm  ;  this  difmayed  his  attendants,  and 
the  lols  of  blood  rendered  him  incapable  of 
giving  proper  orders,  or  keeping  his  men 
to  their  duty.  In  this  condition  he  was 
taken  prifoner  ;  and  when  the  rebels  were 
deliberating  what  puniftiment  to  inflift  upon 
him,  for  having,  as  they  fuppofed,  advifed 
the  Shach  to  build  fhips,  which  was  the 
ruin  of  that  part  of  their  country,  an  ex- 
prefs  arrived  from  Culipha, '  who  begged  of 
the  rebels  to  take  great  care  of  Mr  Elton, 
letting  them  know  that  the  building  of  (hips 
was  determined  by  all  the  grandees  of  Per- 
fia,  and  was  not  owing  to  Mr  Elton  ;  that 
though  Nadir  Shach  was  dead,  yet  the  king 
of  Perfia  was  not  dead,  and  as  it  turned  out 
afterwards,  he  affured  them  that  Ali  Kouli 
Khan  was  the  king  of  Perfia,  and  was  marching 
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a  great  army  direflly  into  their  country,  to 
protect  the  provinces  of  Mazanderan  and 
Gilan,  and  the  {hipping,  for  which  he  had  a 
great  value.  He  further  gave  them- to  know 
that  if  any  harm  was  done  to  Mr  Elton,  the 
Shach  would  not  fail  to  extirpate  all  the  in¬ 
habitants,  and  caufe  fow  their  habitations 
with  fait.  This  had  the  defired  effect,  they 
immediately  fet  Mr  Elton  at  liberty,  and,  in 
the  mod  fubmillive  manner,  begged  that  he 
would  forgive  what  injury  had  been  done  to 
him. 

How  long  Mr  Elton  remained  in  Langa- 
rood  after  this  I  never  could  learn,  nor 
what  became  of  his  only  daughter:  It  was 
reported  before  I  left  Ruffia  that  he  difpofed 
of  any  bulky  value  he  had,  and  bought  up 
diamonds  and  other  jewels,  and  refolved  to 
travel  through  Perlia  to  Gambroon,  where 
he  was  in  hopes  of  getting  a  paflage  for 
England,  or  at  leaft  fome  place  of  more 
fafety  to  live  in  :  But  we  were  told  that  He 
was  murdered  on  his  way  to  Ifphahan.  Whe¬ 
ther  his  daughter,  who  was  an  infant,  fhared 
the  fame  fate,  I  could  never  learn. 

Having  given  as  fliort  and  candid  an  ac¬ 
count  of  Captain  Elton  as  I  could,  I  (hall 
only  add,  that  animolities  increafcd  amongit 
the  Britilh  as  long  as  their  trade  continued. 
That  the  court  of  St  Peter  {burgh  honeftly 
let  them  know  that  their  trade  could  not  be 


Continued,  accompanied  with  fucli  confu- 
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lion  amongft  themfelves,  to  the  evident 
hurt  of  the  Ruffians,  and  therefore  gave 
them  fufficient  warning  to  difpofe  of  their 
goods  to  the  befl:  advantage,  and  withdraw 
in  lafety.  It  has  already  been  fliown  thac 
they  would  not  follow  this  advice,  but  tar¬ 
ried  in  Perfia  to  the  evident  danger  of  their 
lives,  and  lofs  of  very  great  value  to  their 
employers,  and  when  the  fate  befel  them, 
which  ever}'  lenlible  pcrfon  could  eafily  fore¬ 
fee,  they  blamed  their  benefactor,  who  fa- 
ved  their  fives,  and  as  much  of  their  employ¬ 
er’s  money  as  he  could,  and  the  court  of  St 
Peterfburgh  paid  them  the  value  of  their 
(hips,  which  no  merchants  in  Aftrachan 
would  huy :  So  that  when  we  arrived  in  Af¬ 
trachan  I  was  informed  that  a  total  flop  was 
put  to  the  Britifh  trade.  To  fuch  a  pitch  of 
madnefs  their  animofitiea  and  jealoufits 
grew,  that  when  I  did  any  fervice  to  one 
party,  I  was  blamed  by  the  other,  although 
I  am  certain  I  never  received  the  neceflary 
expences  I  was  at,  far  lefs  any  premium. 
One  hogfhead  of  Malaga  was  the  only  pre- 
fent  I  ever  received  for  having  negotiated 
their  affairs  from  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1 742  till  Mr  Thomfon’s  arrival,  and  alio  for 
having  pled  their  caules  fuccefsfully  with 
t^e  governor  and  others. 
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CHAP.  XXXIV. 

Concerning  what  happened  in  Ajlrachan  and 
Rujfia  till  our  arrival  in  Mofcow, 

NOTHING  uncommon  happened  during 
our  day  in  Adrachan,  except  that  the 
widow  of  Lieutenant  Glafsford,  an  Engfifli 
woman,  born  in  Ramfgate,  was  kept  in  Af¬ 
trachan  by  the  governor  with  her  two  chil¬ 
dren,  under  pretence  that,  as  the  father  had 
embraced  the  Ruflian  religion  before  his 
death,  the  children  (hould  be  educated  in 
the  fame,  and,  until  the  mother  complied, 
the  dupid  governor  infilled  that  they  (hould 
not  be  permitted  to  depart  from  Adrachan, 
neither  (hould  (he  receive  one  farthing  of  her 
widow  money  for  her  fubfidence.  Mr  Glafs¬ 
ford  commanded  the  port  at  Earkee,  was 
there  taken  ill  of  a  malignant  fever,  and 
died.  Two  or  three  days  before  his  death, 
when  he  was  delirious,  and  did  not  know 
his  wife,  the  Ruflian  pried  rebaptized  him  in 
the  Greek  religion,  and  this  gave  a  power¬ 
ful  handle  to  a  weak  headed  governor  to 
threaten,  and  opprefs  a  poor  widow  with 
her  orphans.  Mr  Thomfon  had  done  every 
thing  in  his  power,  before  we  arrived,  for 
the  help  of  the  unfortunate  widow  and  or¬ 
phans.  They  told  me  every  thing,  and  I 
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applied  to  the  prince,  who  (poke  to  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  aflured  him  that  if  he  obftinately 
perlifted  in  detaining  them,  that  we  were 
determined  to  lay  the  affair  before  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  ambaflador  the  late  Earl  of  Hyndford, 
who,  exclulive  of  his  public  character,  was 
much  efteemed  at  that  court :  This  had  the 
effect,  (he  was  let  go ;  but  the  obftinate 
foolifh  governor  would  not  caule  pay  neither 
her  widow  money,  nor  her  hufband’s  falary : 
But  Mr  Thomfon  and  I  helped  her  forward 
to  St  Peterfburgh  with  her  infants  in  all  lafe- 
ty,  vyhere  I  faw  her  in  the  year  1748,  and 
received  my  (leeping  waggon  in  which  (lie 
was  tranfported  :  But  at  that  time  (he  had 
not  received  her  widow  money  ;  however 
as  I  was  pretty  well  known  in  the  admiralty, 
I  obtained  that  for  her,  and  with  the  help  of 
my  brother,  got  her  fent  to  England.  The 
above  I  have  written  to  let  ftrangers  fee  the 
danger  widows  and  orphans  are  in  after  the 
the  deceafe  of  their  hufbands,  or  fathers, 
efpecially  when  at  a  diftance  from  the 
court,  and  alfo  what  tricks  priefts  praftife 
upon  men  when  delirious  :  And,  though  in 
fome  countries  the  priefts  would  be  feverely 
punifhed  for  fuch  villany,  yet  in  Ruftia^  uu- 
lefs  things  be  altered  (ince  I  left  it,  it  is 
quite  otherwile.  This  is  not  all,  for  thp’“ 
the  perfon  thus  impofed  upon,  recovers,  yet 
it  is  dangerous  for  him  to  profe(s  the  reli¬ 
gion  he  was  taught,  and  deny  the  Greek  re¬ 
ligion. 
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ligion,  fo  bafely  impofed  upon  him,  when 
Vie  was  non  compos  ;  witnefs  the  account  I  gave 
of  Mr  Wells. 

Whild  we  (laid  in  Aftrachan,  we  were  in¬ 
formed  of  Ali  Kouli  Khan’s  being  declared 
Emperor  ;  of  his  arrival  in  Mafanderan  ;  of 
Ills  regreting  the  ambaflador’s  departure; 
of  his  having  fent  to  Redid  rich  prefents  for 
him,  and  alfo  for  the  gentlemen  of  his  reti¬ 
nue,  which  were  returned  to  him  fincc  we 
were  gone  from  thence  ;  of  his  defeat,  and 
his  brother  Ibrahim’s  being  declared  Empe¬ 
ror  ;  of  Ibrahim’s  defeat  by  Ami  Rudan 
Khan ;  and  of  many  more  troubles  in  Per- 
lia. 

The  court  of  St  Peterfburgh  were  not  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  prince’s  return,  without  the 
Emprefs’s  permidlon  ;  but  it  became  more 
mild,  when  informed  that  we  had  no  proba¬ 
bility  of  getting  provifions  to  fubfift  upon  : 
That  if  we  had  not  that  very  time  left  the 
country,  we  mud  have  ftarved  ;  befides,  our 
men  were  dying  daily,  and  few  remained  a- 
live  :  That  this  was  the  opinion  of  every  one 
of  us,  who  figned  it  in  Redid.  We  were 
very  uncertain  about  our  day  in  Adrachan, 
and  were  afraid  that  we  would  be  lent  back 
early  next  year  ;  but  the  continued  confufi- 
ons  of  that  did  reded  kingdom  freed  us,  as 
(hall  be  taken  notice  of. 

At  our  arrival  we  found  in  Adrachan  the 
late  Shach  Nadir’s  merchant,  whom  he  had 
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lent  into  Ruflia  with  a  valuable  Cargo  of  filk^ 
to  be  difpofed  of,  and  with  the  proceeds  to  buy 
up  fuch  goods  as  the  Shach  wanted.  He  was 
on  his  return,  I  fay,  with  a  valuable  cargo 
of  European  goods,  and  much  treafure  ;  but 
the  government  of  Aftrachan  feized  as  mucli 
as  completely  indemnified  the  lolles  which 
the  Ruffian  merchants  had  fuftained  in  Per- 
lia  by  robbery  and  otherwife  ;  and  the  poor 
fellow  contented  himlelf  to  remain  in  Aftra¬ 
chan  *  and  live  upon  what  was  left. 

As  wp  were  very  uncertain  of  our  fate*  I 
wifhed  much  to  fee  my  wife  and  my  child ; 
wherefore  I  wrote  her  often*  and,  as  we  had 
good  opportunities  by  careful  couriers,  beg¬ 
ged  (he  would  come  to  Aftrachan.  She 
made  many  excufes,  and,  when  winter  let  in* 

I  gave  over  all  hopes  of  feeing  her  there.  At 
laft,  on  the  14th  January  1748,  I  received  a 
letter  from  her,  telling  me,  that,  the  weather 
being  very  fevere,  (he  could  not  venture  with 
the  child  ;  wherefore  I  endeavoured  to  put; 
up  with  what  I  could  not  help  1  and,  in  order 
to  drive  difagreeable  thoughts  from  me,  went 
to  hunt  in  the  defart.  Next  morning,  be¬ 
fore  day  light,  a  foldier  came  into  my  cham¬ 
ber,  and  told  me,  that  (he  was  in  Aftrachan, 
with  her  fon,  both  in  good  health  ;  which  was 
true.  She  told  me,  that  the  reaion  (lie  had 
written  me  as  above,  was  what  (he  then 
thought ;  but  the  day  after,  a  captain  with  a 
fmall  command  waited  upon  her,  and  aflu- 
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red  her  that  he  would  pawn  his  life  for  her 
lafety  on  the  road,  and  this  determined  the 
fudden  change. 

Mortals  are  all  fbort-lighted,  and  lo  it  hap¬ 
pened  to  me  ;  fdr  I  fcarcely  had  furnilhed  a 
houfe,  when  orders  arrived  that  we  fhould 
march  to  Mofcow,  and  there  wait  the  Em- 
prefs’s  pleafure.  No  time  was  to  be  loft;  the 
winter  at  Aftrachan  was  near  a  clofe.  This 
order  was  received  on  the  2d  of  March,  and 
I  was  inftandy  obliged  to  fell  off  every  thing 
at  great  lofs.  We  departed  from  Aftrachan 
the  laft  time  on  the  3d,  and  arrived  in  Mof¬ 
cow  fafely  on  the  23d  of  the  fame  month. 
Nothing  happened  remarkable,  except  that 
the  ice  being  very  rotten,  we  had  almoft  loft 
a  lieutenant  in  the  Volga. 

At  Tzaritzin  the  prince  told  me,  he  was 
refolved  to  go  by  port ;  but,  becaufe  it  would 
be  inhumane  to  caufe  me  go  with  him,  he  per¬ 
mitted  me  to  come  with  my  wife,  convoyed 
by  the  command.  Having  faid  this,  he  let 
out  dire&ly,  and  we  ftaid  in  Tzaritzin  all 
night.  Next  morning  we  fet  out  very  early; 
the  day  was  exceffively  cold,  with  a  very 
high  wind,  and  my  people  had  not  been 
very  adVive,  fo  that  my  carriages  wer  a- 
mongft  the  laft.  The  fnow,  after  travelling 
a  mile  or  two,  was  very  deep,  and  confe- 
quently  many  flops  and  delays  were  made 
by  the  foremoft  fledges,  fo  that  we  made  a 
very  flow  progrefs.  Seeing  this  would  con- 
X  x  x  tinue. 
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tinue,  I  ordered  my  carriages  to  drive  paft  j 
the  others,  which  was  done  with  difficulty, 
occafioned  by  the  deep  untrodden  fnow .  j 
However,  at  laft  we  got  foremoft,  and  drove 
on  to  the  middlemoft  cattle  formerly  taken 
notice  of.  Our  fecretary  followed  me,  with 
whom  I  agreed  in  company  to  leave  the  com¬ 
mand  at  this  place,  and  drive  as  expeditious¬ 
ly  as  we  could.  Though  the  other  officers 
imagined  that  iiich  a  ftep  was  irregular,  I 
perfifted,  becaufe  the  prince  had  left  me 
purely  on  account  of  my  wife  and  child, 
who  run  the  rifk  of  being  frozen  to  death 
through  the  delays  they  were  obliged  fre¬ 
quently  to  make.  The  paymafter  laid  that 
he  could  not  anfwer  to  give  us  any  travel¬ 
ling  charges  ;  but  the  fecretary  and  I  had 
money  enough,  and  doubted  not  that  our 
charges  would  be  paid  in  Mofcow. 

Thus  we  left  them,  and  travelled  day  and 
night  with  changes  of  horfes,  till  we  arrived 
in  Molcow,  only  two  days  after  the  prince. 
After  we  palled  the  laft  Coilack  village,  and 
before  we  launched  into  the  defart,  we  agreed 
to  have  a  good  dinner  for  us  and  our  wives, 
who  were  feldom  accuftomed  to  fuch  hard 
labour  and  fcrimp  provifions.  After  dinner, 
we  took  a  few  glalfes  of  generous  wine,  and 
then  marched  fix  miles  through  woods.  We 
had  not  travelled  very  far  in  the  delart,  when 
my  wife  difturbed  my  reft  (for  1  was  fallen 
into  a  deep  fleep)  and  told  me,  that  the  peo¬ 
ple 
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j>le  had  loft  the  road,  and  were  afraid  that 
they  would  be  all  frozen  to  death.  I  lent  for 
them,  gave  each  man  a  glals  of  fpirits,  and 
defired  them  to  unyoke  one  horle  from  each 
Hedge,  mount  them,  and  ride  round  the 
fledges,  at  fuch  diftance  one  from  the  other, 
that  they  might  hear  one  another  call,  hoping 
by  this  means,  that  we  probably  might  find 
out  the  trodden  path :  They  did  lb,  and 
found  out  the  poft-houle,  which  was  not  di- 
flant  half  a  mile  from  us  ;  but  the  .wind 
was  fo  high,  that  the  poft  people  could  not 
hear  us  call  from  where  our  fledges  were. 
Though  this  poft-houle  was  both  very  dirty 
and  fmall,  yet  I  imagine  none  of  us  ever  en¬ 
tered  a  palace  with  fuch  plealure.  The  men 
were  fo  well  pleafed,  that  they  brought  my 
fleeping  fledge  into  a  place  which  was  not 
expofed  to  the  fury  of  the  wind,  lo  that  next 
morning  we  were  almoft  ftifled  with  heat, 
which  proceeded  from  the  fledge  being  buri¬ 
ed  in  fnow. 

At  our  arrival  in  Mofcow,  I  was  made 
welcome  both  from  the  kindnels  which  that 
illuftrious  family  had  for  me,  and  alio  be- 
caufe  one  of  the  prince’s  Ions,  who  was  mt- 
med  Michael  after  liis  father,  a  great  favou¬ 
rite,  was  very  ill  of  a  fcorbutic  cough,  which 
the  phyfieian  Dr  Boenni  called  a  confumpti- 
on,  and  which  gave  them  all  great  uneafi-s 
nefs.  The  family  were  at  dinner  when  we 
arrived,  and  the  princefs  acquainted  me  with 
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her  foil's  diftrefs,  whilft  we  were  eating.  I 
When  I  had  taken  a  fnatch,  I  went  to  the  I 
room  where  he  lay,  and,  after  examining  e-  |l 
very  fymptom,  afked  him.  Why  he  lay  in 
bed,  and  why  the  room  was  dark  ?  He  an* 
fwered,  fo  the  doctor  had  ordered,  but  that 
he  was  able  to  rile,  and  gladly  would  fee 
day -light.  I  mull  fay,  fuch  pradlice  furpri-  1 
fed  me  very  much  ;  and  without  hefitation  I 
opened  the  windows,  and  helped  him  on 
with  his  cloaths,  without  giving  notice  to  any 
of  the  family  ;  at  which  the  princefs  was 
greatly  alarmed  when  fhe  entered  the  room j 
but  when  I  had  fatisfied  her  that  fuch  ma¬ 
nagement  could  not  fail  to  verify  the  dodor's 
prognofticks,  who  had  faid  that  he  was  incu¬ 
rable,  (he  was  pleafed.  Next  day  Iadvifed 
him  to  take  exercife  in  a  dole  vehicle,  and, 
by  proper  medicines  in  a  lew  weeks,  rcco-r 
vered  him  to  his  former  ftate  of  health. 

Mofcow  is  a  populous  and  rich  city,  and 
there  are  in  it  many  wealthy  noblemen  and 
gentlemen,  who  either  are  employed  about 
civil  affairs,  or  are  permitted,  alter  having 
long  lervcd  their  country,  to  live  at  dieir 
pleafure.  Merchants  alio  refide  here.  If  it 
had  been  poflible  for  me  to  obtain  my  dif-  i 
charge  free  of  all  lervice,  I  could  in  a  very  * 
few  years  have  made  a  good  fortune  in  Mof-  1 
cow,  as  the  common  merchants  never  offer¬ 
ed  lefs  than  a  ruble  for  a  vilit,  the  nobility 
never  lefs  than  two,  and,  when  any  cure  was 
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performed,  over  and  above  that,  they  never 
failed  to  make  me  a  handfome  prelent  ;  but 
it  was  not  my  fortune  to  get  my  difcharge, 
though  1  tried  all  the  pollible  ways. 

There  are  in  Mofcow  fundry  apothecaries 
(hops,  the  principal  one  belongs  to  the  Em* 
prefs.  It  is  an  immenfe  pile  of  buildings, 
where  all  kinds  of  medicines  are  prepared  for 
the  army  and  fleet,  and  alfo  for  the  public, 
as  in  it  may  be  had  all  the  medicines  ufed  in 
Europe ;  and  altho'  they  are  coftly,  they  may 
be  depended  upon  for  their  being  honeftly 
prepared.  The  other  (hops  belong  to  pri¬ 
vate  people,  but,  as  was  laid  formerly,  they 
are  as  much  under  the  direction  and  infpec- 
tion  of  the  medicine-chancery  as  that  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Emprefs.  If  any  grofs  millake 
was  to  be  committed  in  any  of  them,  they 
would  be  certainly  forbidden  to  prepare  me¬ 
dicines  ever  after.  No  apothecary  is  permit¬ 
ted  to  attend  and  preferibe  medicines  for  any 
(ick  people.  The  medicine-chancery  juftly 
think  that  they  cannot  be  properly  qualified; 
betides,  the  bufinefs  of  an  apothecary,  well 
employed,  is  fufficient  for  one  man  ;  if  they 
pra&ife  that  of  any  other,  it  is  next  to  im- 
polBble  but  they  muft  fall  into  errors  ;  either 
the  patient?  will  be  negle&ed,  much  impoled 
upon,  or  their  (hops  will  be  left  to  the  care 
of  their  fervants,  from  which  much  mifehief 
is  juftly  to  be  dreaded. 

I  was 
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I  was  not  long  in  Mofcow,  till  I  got  an 
invitation  from  my  old  commander  Privy- 
counfellor  TatifliofF,  to  go  and  vifit  him  in 
his  folitary  village,  diftant  about  feventy 
verfts  from  the  city  ;  but,  confidering  that 
at  this  time  he  was  a  ftate  pri loner  at  large, 
I  confulted  with  the  prince,  whether  it  would 
not  be  dangerous  for  me  to  attend  him. 
The  prince  faid,  that  there  was  no  danger 
to  one  of  my  profelfion  to  vifit  any  pri foner, 
unlefs  forbid  by  order  of  Court.  I  therefore 
went  and  ftaid  one  day  with  him.  I  was 
charmed  with  his  way  of  living,  though  he 
was  very  much  difiatisfied  that  he  was  not 
permitted  to  go  to  court.  He  was  employed 
in  writing  his  hiftory  in  a  room  next  to  his 
bed-chamber,  in  forne  diforder ;  for  books 
and  ioftruments  were  lying  in  confufion  on 
the  floor,  fo  that  he  had  only  a  pafiage  thro* 
amongft  them  to  the  table  where  he  wrote. 
In  two  years  time  he  had  beautified  this  place, 
built  a  good  houfe  of  timber,  and  laid  out  a 
garden  on  a  ground  which  declined  from  the 
houfe  to  a  marfhy  ground  to  the  fouth.  At 
a  certain  neck  of  ground  below  the  garden, 
he  had  built  a  ftrong  wall,  and  formed  a  lake 
above  a  mile  in  length,  and  furnifhed  it 
with  variety  of  filh.  At  one  corner  of  this 
wall  he  built  a  mill,  and  on  the  top  of  the 
wall  he  had  made  an  iron-grate,  of  no  great 
depth,  but  very  long,  to  preventthe  fijh  from 
making  their  efcape  when  the  wa,ter  was  ve¬ 
ry 
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ty  high  by  great  rains.  In  fliort,  he  had,  of 
a  country  villa,  made  a  little  paradife.  The 
counfellor  was  extremely  kind  to  me,  and 
proffered  me  any  reafonable  film  of  money, 
if  I  would  live  in  Mofcow,  that  I  could  fee 
him  frequently.  I  told  him  that  I  was  ufing 
all  my  intereft  to  get  that  effected,  but  was 
very  uncertain  whether  I  would  fucceed. 
He  doubted  it  much,  and  railed  againft  die 
government,  concerning  which  I  put  him  in 
remembrance,  that  it  was  dangerous  for  any 
one  to  hear  him,  and  begged  that  he  would 
refrain  from  fuch  difcourfe,  or  elife  I  could 
not  continue  my  vifits  with  any  faffety.  He 
promifed  to  do  fo,  but  was  fo  much  cha¬ 
grined,  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  abfolute- 
ly  to  forbear.  He  told  me  nothing  of  his 
own  affairs  after  he  left  Adrachan :  but  I  i- 
magine  it  will  not  be  difagreeable  to  the  rea¬ 
der  to  be  informed  of  what  I  was  told  by  o- 
ther  people. 

When  he  arrived  in  Mofcow,  he  pretend¬ 
ed  ficknefs,  and  reported  the  date  of  his 
health  to  the  ffenate,  who  ordered  the  phy¬ 
sicians  there  to  vifit  him,  and  report  whether 
he  was  fick,  and  what  was  his  difeafe.  They 
attended  him  three  days,  and  lie  rewarded 
them  nobly  for  their  trouble.  At  lad,  how¬ 
ever,  they  reported  that  he  had  no  other  dii- 
eafe  than  a  cachexy,  which  was  incurable,  as 
his  conditution  was  worn  out.  The  fenate 
ordered  him  to  chufe  any  of  his  village?,  not 
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near  any  great  city,  and  immediately  to  make 
his  repair  to  that  village,  and  live  there  till 
farther  orders ;  and  alfo  to  report  to  the  fe- 
nate  when  he  hid  obeyed  thefe  orders.  Mr 
Tatifhoff  was  no  coward  ;  he  did  not  relifh 
thefe  orders  ;  he  loft  no  time  in  getting  rea¬ 
dy  ;  but  in  place  of  retreating  to  his  village, 
he  drove  by  fome  by-roads  ftraight  to  St  Pe- 
terfburgh,  with  an  intention  to  throw  himfelf 
at  her  Majefty’s  feet,  to  implore  her  mercy, 
and  grant  him  juftice  againft  his  enemies^ 
The  truth  is,  that  the  whole  fenate  were  a- 
fraid  of  him ;  and  it  is  believed,  that  if  he 
had  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  have  been  ho¬ 
noured  with  the  Imperial  prefence,  he  would 
have  made  his  lollicitations  at  leaft  good  for 
himfelf.  He  arrived  fafe  in  St  Peterfburgh, 
drefled  himfelf  in  the  livery  of  a  hayduke, 
and  walked  towards  the  palace  ;  but,  in  the 
way,  he,  notwithftanding  his  difguife,  was 
known  by  one  of  his  enemies,  feized,and  lent 
to  his  village  with  a  party  of  foldiers,  where 
he  remained  raving  againft  them  until  he  di¬ 
ed,  which  was  in  the  year  1750. 

During  my  ftay  in  Mofcow,  I  vifited  him 
frequendy,  and  he  never  failed  to  make  me 
happy  with  fome  prefent  of  a  book  or  curi¬ 
ous  inftrument,  over  and  above  a  handfome 
fee.  This  year  two-thirds  of  the  city  of 
Mofcow  was  burnt  to  the  ground  j  and  one 
day,  in  the  month  of  June,  as  I  was  at  Prince 
Golitzin’s  table,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood 
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boilrhood  of  has  houfe,  which,  before  the 
next  morning,  eonfumed  that  houfo  and  a- 
bove  two  thoufand  more.  My  wife  had  been 
in  danger  of  having  mifearried  eight  days 
before  this  happened.  The  houfe  where  I 
lodged  was  diftant  from  where  the  fire  broke 
firft  out  about  one-fourth  of  a  verft,  fo  that 
any  may  confider  the  anxiety  I  was  in  for  the 
fafety  of  my  family,  and  for  that  of  the  good 
prince  ;  however,  I  was  necelfitated  to  retire 
to  take  Care  of  my  own*  When  I  entered 
the  room,  I  defired  fhe  would  not  be  alarm** 
ed,  and  told  her  that  a  fire  had  broken  out  at 
a  confiderable  diltanee,  but  that  prudence 
required  fhe  (hould  rife  and  make  her  retreat 
to  a  garden  at  fome  diftance  belonging  to  the 
prince ;  that  all  our  baggage,  except  what 
We  immediately  made  ufe  of,  was  fecured  in 
a  vauked  cellar  iinder  ground ;  that  for  fear  of 
the  fire  I  had  bought  a  cart,  which  was  in  rea- 
dinefs,  and  that  I  had  hired  another  to  Carry 
off  all  our  baggage  from  the  houfe  to  the 
garden*  At  this  time  I  whs  happy  in  ha¬ 
ring  an  honefl  ferifible  man-fervant,  to  whom 
I  could  truft  all  thele  affairs*  I  therefore 
made  the  beft  of  my  way  on  foot  with  my 
wife,  fupported  by  a  maid  and  myfelf,  and 
a  foldier  carried  my  fan  ftraight  to  a  gate 
near  where  we  lived*  Any  may  confider 
the  danger  we  were  in,  in  palling  the  ftreets 
at  fuch  a  time,  in  fuch  condition;  for  coaches, 
chalfes,  carts,  waggons,  and  dragoons  pa- 
Y  y  y  ^  trolling 
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trolling  to  prevent  robbery,  and  keep  good 
order,  made  it  very  dangerous  ;  but  the  fire, 
though  on  the  other  fide  the  wall,  was  ma¬ 
king  a  horrid  and  rapid  progrefs,  and,  if  we 
had  (laid,  we  muft  have  been  burnt  to  death. 
If  we  had  gone  farther  into  the  city,  the  con* 
fufion  was  the  fame,  and  none  could  tell 
when,  where,  or  hpw  the  fire  would  Hop. 
At  the  gate  the  Confufion  was  at  the  greateft; 
however,  it  plea  fed  heaven  to  preferve  us, 
and  grant  a  paflage,  which,  though  danger¬ 
ous,  ended  in  our  fafety.  We  no  fooner  had 
got  free  of  this  imminent  danger,  than,  we 
entered  into  a  broad  fpadous  ftreet,  which 
was  almoft  defected  by  the  inhabitants;  there 
we  relied  upon  the  firft  ftairs  we  faw,  and 
the  people  in  the  houfe  obferving  our  drefs 
to  be  better  than  common,  entreated  us  to 
enter  the  houfe,  and  ferved  us  with  a  glafs 
of  wine,  which  was  never  before  this  fo  need¬ 
ful.  Thus,  in  about  two  hours  time,  we 
reached  our  tents  fixed  in  the  garden  by  the 
care  of  my  brother,  who  was  lulled  after¬ 
wards  at  the  Havannah.  1  was  there  inform¬ 
ed  that  the  prince’s  houfe  was  bprnt  down  to 
the  ground,  and  that  my  fervant,  as  I  had 
directed,  took  my  horfe  and  ftrong  cart  to 
the  good  prince’s  affiftance;  that  he  being  a 
remarkable  ftrong  horfe,  and  the  cart  large 
and  new,  they  packed  many  pieces  of.  the 
beft  furniture  on  the  cart,  and  one  of  the 
prince’s  fervants,  ofiicioufly,  took  the  ma¬ 
nagement 
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nagement  of  the  horfe  from  my  fervant,  who 
knew  him,  and  in  driving  out  of  the  gate  he 
whipped  the  horfe,  who,  not  ufed  to  fuch 
difcipline,  run  off,  broke  the  cart,  and  al- 
mod  every  piece  of  the  furniture,  and  aim  oft 
killed  the  man.  I  was  truly  forry  for  this 
ill  news,  the  furniture  was  very  coftly,  being 
of  the  belt  materials  and  workmauQiip  which 
England  could  produce. 

I  waited  upon  the  princefs  and  her  chil¬ 
dren,  whd  had  retired  to  a  very  homely 
room  in  their  gardener’s  houfe.  She  was  in 
great  di  ft  refs,  but  contented  herfelf  with 
thankful  acknowledgments  to  divine  provi¬ 
dence  that  all  their  lives  were  faved,  and  that 
things  were  no  worfe.  I  went  to  the  place 
where  the  houfe  flood,  and  found  the  prince 
as  black  as  any  coallier,  whom  I  perfuaded 
to  go  to  the  garden  for  fome  refrefhment 
and  reft.  I  then  went  to  my  lodgings,  and 
found  the  houfe  Handing  fafe,  but  all  the 
houfes  about  it  were  burnt  to  the  ground. 

At  my  arrival  in  Mofcow  the  policy  ap* 
pointed  me  a  lodging  in  a  ftone  vaulted 
houfe  which  had  not  been  inhabited  this  win¬ 
ter.  We  had  like  to  have  been  all  fuffoca- 
ted,  of  which  I  happened  to  be  telling  the 
prince  the  day  following  at  dinner.  A  gen¬ 
tleman,  related  to  the  prince’s  family,  and  ve¬ 
ry  rich,  was  prelent :  He  faid,  that  he  had  a 
very  great  Gothic  building  of  ftone,  at  no 
great  diftance  j  that  none  had  inhabited  it 
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fmce  his  father's  death  ;  and  it  was  reported 
in  Mofcow  that  it  was  haunted  ;  but  added, 
that  if  I  would  venture  to  live  in  it,  I  might 
with  great  fafety,  for  there  were  three  gopd 
rooms  and  a  kitchen  daily  kept  in  order,  and 
well  feafoned ;  and  that  asf  he  had  foipe  (tores 
and  granaries  in  other  rQQtas,  he  kept  thefe 
in  order,  and  fometimes  dined  with  his  fami¬ 
ly  there.  I  returned  him  many  thanks  for 
his  kindnefs,  alluring  him  that  I  was  afraid 
of  no  goblins,  and  that  the  foldiers,  who  were 
appointed  by  me,  and  I  would  probably  give 
a  very  good  account  of  any  who  might  at-? 
tempt  to  difturb  us  in  the  night  time.  I  im¬ 
mediately  repaired  to  that  hoyfe,  and  lived 
in  it  till  forced  out  by  the  fire,  but  I  foon  rc-> 
turned,  and  lived  in  it  till  1  went  to  Sc  Pc- 
terlburgh. 


CHAP.  XXXV. 

Concerning  my  Journey  to  St  Petersburgh ,  •what 
pajjed  there  during  my  Stayt  and  my  Return 
to  Mofcow. 

IN  the  latter  end  of  July,  I  received  an  or? 

der  from  the  famous  Count  Leftotig  to  go 
to  St  Peteriburgh,  and  there  to  wait  the  or¬ 
ders  of  the  medicine-chancery.  I  loft  nq 
time  in  getting  ready,  and  arrived  in  St  Pe- 

tqffburgh  in  eight  days.  The  firft  thing  I 
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cjid  after  mjr  arrival,  was  to  wait  Upon  Count 
JLeftoig,  whom  I  never  had  feeo  before  thk 
-time,  and  .  return  him  thanks  for  having  con- 
defcended,  agrceahle  to  my  petition,  to,  or* 
<der  rae  to  corfte  to  St  Pcterlburgh,  He  was 
&L  this  time  under  a  cloud,  and  k  was  thought 
could  not  ftand  it'  long.  Count  Beftucheff 
was  his,  great  enemy  :  It  feems  they  never 
had  agreed  fiuce  their  difference,  which  hap* 
pened  about  the  nature  of  the  punilbment  of 
the  ladies  and  gentlemen  formerly  taken  no1* 
tice  of.  At  this  time  the  court  was  at  Pe- 
terlhofF,  but  Count  Leftoig  w'as  in  St  Peters¬ 
burg,  a  bad  omen  that  the  Emprefa’s  firft 
phylician  fliould  he  at  fo  great  diftance  front 
her  perfon.  We  entered  a  garden  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  city,  and  were  told  that 
the  count  was  fifliing  at  a  canal ;  when  we 
came  near  where  he  was,  a  fervant  prevent¬ 
ed  our  dilturbing  him.  This  let  me  plainly 
fee  what  ftate  he  afFutaed  ;  becaufe  1  cake  ic 
for  granted,  that,  in  no  country,  fervant9 
dare  be  infolent  to  ftrangers,  uulds  their  ma- 
fters  are  either  fools  or  fenfelefs.  Strangers 
conftantly  receive  marks  of  the  greateft  ho- 
fpitality  and  politenefs  from  nobility,  if  their 
education  and  natural  faculties  are  anlwer- 
able  to  their  birth;  but  upftart  noblemen  are 
feldom  to  be  met  with,  who  can  keep  them- 
felves  within  moderation,  or  their  attendants 
and  fervants  in  order.  We  had  not  waited 
Jong  till  the  count  made  his  appearance,  and 
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very  politely  defir ed  us  to  walk  with  him  to 
his  palace,  where  he  treated  us  with  a  di(h  of 
coffee.  He  feemed  to  be  a  man  of  no  learn¬ 
ing,  nor  indeed  curiofity.  He  was  a  well- 
made  flout  man,  of  a  very  bold  daring  coun¬ 
tenance,  much  deformed  with  gutta  rofha, 
proceeding  probably  from  a  grofs  eonftituti- 
on  and  continued  habit  of  drinking  for  very 
many  years.  The  countefs  was  a  very  beau¬ 
tiful  young  lady,  and  had  been  formerly  a 
lady  of  honour  to  the  Empref6.  He  afked 
m 6,  What  I  intended  to  do  l  I  anfwered,  that 
nothing  could  be  fo  agreeable  to  me  as  liber¬ 
ty  to  return  to  my  native  -  country,  putting 
him  in  remembrance,  in  as  eafy  a  way  as  I 
could,  of  the  many  petitions  I  had  preferred 
to  the  chanceiy  before  I  was  lent  to  Ferfia ; 
and  obferved,  that,  as  1  had  fpent  my  beft 
days  in  Ruflia,  and  had  contrarted  a  bad 
ilate  of  health,  I  therefore  hoped  he  would 
permit  me  to  return  home.  He  anfwered, 
that  peace  would  foon  commence  between 
Great-Britain,  France,  and  Spain,  and,  in 
that  cafe,  I  could  not  expert  to  meet  with 
the  encouragement  mentioned  in  the  lung's 
proclamation  ;  and  therefore  he  thought  it 
more  advifeable  to  remain  in  Ruffia  :  He 
talked  agreeably  concerning  my  fervice,  and 
added,  that  he  intended  to  provide  fame  o- 
ther  place  for  the  principal  furgeon  of  the 
fea-hofpital,  and  would  appoint  me  in  his 
place,  which  is  both  profitable  and  honour¬ 
able, 
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'  able,  being  the  firft  in  the  Tea  fervice.  I 
made  him  a  bow,  and  retired. 

The  next  vifife  1  made  was  to  the  late  Earl 
of  Hyndford,  who  at  that  time  was  ambafia- 
dor  from  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  and 
highly  refpedled  at  the  court  of  St  Peterf¬ 
burgh.  I  foon  gained  his  friendfbip,  and 
retained  it  as  long  as  he  lived.  It  was  by  his. 
mafterly  influence  that  the  Ruflian  troops 
were  ordered  to  march  to  our  affiflance ;  and 
pity  it  was  that  they  were  flopped  at  Prague. 
They  were  a  body  of  the  moft  complete 
troops  I  ever  faw,  commanded  by  choice  ge¬ 
nerals.  Nothing  was  fo  difagreeable  to  them 
as  tobe  ordered  back  without  having  feen  the 
enemy,  except  that  they  were  not  command¬ 
ed  by  the  late  General  Keith.  I  make  no 
doubt  that  they  would  have  given  a  very 
good  account  of  the  French ;  for  atthat  time 
the  French  nation  was  not  efleemed  by  the 
Ruffians  in  general :  They  had  not  forgotten 
the  bale  carriage  of  the  Marquis  Chetar- 
die  at  the  court  of  St  Peterfburgh,  and  would 
have  exerted  their  efforts  againfl  the  French 
army,  as  they  efleemed  the  whole  nation  al¬ 
together  treacherous,  void  of  honour,  and 
bafe  to  the  lafl  degree.  It  was  very  dan¬ 
gerous  for  the  French,  at  that  time,  to  walk 
the  ftreecs  of  St  Peterfburgh  ip  the  day-time ; 
and  if  they  had  been  known  in  the  night¬ 
time,  if  they  efcaped  with  their  lives,  they 
would  have  been  fent  to  jail ;  whereas  the 
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Britifil  were  eve ry  where  carefied ;  and  this 
was  very  much  owing  to  the  addrefs  oF  the 
late  Earl  of  Hyndford.  A  few  anecdotes 
which  happened  at  that  court  when  he  wa9 
ambaflador  there,  will,  1  hope,  be  agree¬ 
able. 

At  his  firft  appearanee,  there  was  foxne 
ceremony  to  be  obferved  which  was  not  cu- 
ftomary.  Things  having  been  at  lafl:  ad-* 
jolted,  the  day  of  his  getting  audience  was 
fixed.  He  was  carried  to  court  with  the 
greateft  lolemnity,  as  ambaflador  extraordi¬ 
nary  and  plenipotentiary  from  the  King  of 
Great  Britain.  The  Emprefs  was  (landing 
tinder  a  canopy,  three  Heps  above  the  floor 
of  the  hall,  with  her  right  hand  upon  a  cu- 
fhion.  The  Earl  mounted  the  three  fteps, 
placed  himlelf  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
table,  put  on  his  hat,  and  made  a  fhort 
fpeeth,  and  delivered  his  credentials  into  the 
Emprefs’s  own  hand,  who  gave  them  to  the 
then  grand  chancellor  ;  he  took  oif  his 
hat,  and  made  three  bows  at  the  foot  of 
the  throne.  After  this  his  firft  ap¬ 
pearance,  he  was  one  the  lead  ceremonious 
(except  otl  public  occafions)  ambaflador  that 
ever  appeared  at  the  court  of  St  PeterJfburgh* 
He  would  yield  place,  however,  to  no  ambaf- 
fador,  except  from  the  Emperor  of  Germany, 
with  whom  he  cultivated  great  friendfliip. 
At  his  fil'd  arrival  in  St  Peterfburgh,  he  was 
informed  that  the  old  fiekl-marlbal  prince 
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Dolgaruka  had  been  confined  in  Revel  du¬ 
ring  the  reign  of  the  Emprefs  Anne,  purely 
'for  the  attachment  and  fincere  efteem  he 
liad,  upon  all  occafions,  declared  for  the 
-Princefs  Elizabeth,  now  Emprefs ;  and  that 
in  confequence  of  his  fufferings,  and  of  the 
lofs  of  the  greateft  half  of  that  noble  ancient 
family,  the  prince  was  held  in  the  greateft 
efteem  by  the  Emprefs  ;  fo  that  whatever  he 
laid1  wa9  a  law,  and  {he  upon  all  occafions 
called  him  father.  To  this  nobleman  the  Earl 
Tent  his  compliments,  and  invited  him  to  din¬ 
ner.  In  return,  the  prince  exprefled  his 
ienfe  of  the  honour  which  the  Earl  had  done 
him  ;  but  begged  to  be  excufed,  upon  ac¬ 
count  of  his  great  age  and  infirmities;  and 
allured  him,  that  he  would  look  upon  it  as  a 
great  favour,  if  he  would  honour  his  table 
with  his  prefence.  This  was  precifely  what 
the  ambaflador  expelled,  and  therefore  ac¬ 
cepted  of  the  prince’s  invitation.  In  the 
time  of  dinner,  the  Earl  obferved  the  prince 
taking  ftolen  looks  at  him,  and  at  laft 
faw  the  tears  trickling  down  the  old  man’s 
cheeks  ;  wherefore  he  begged  to  know,  If 
he  was  the  difagreeable  caul’e  of  fuch  iigns 
of  grief?  To  this  the  prince  anfwered,  that 
he  was  truly  the  innocent  caule  of  his  grief; 
adding,  that  he  had  a  Ion  whom  he  much 
loved,  who  was  unfortunate,  with  many  of 
his  family,  during  the  reign  of  the  Emprefs 
Anne  :  That  his  fon  was  fo  very  like  the 
Z  z  z  Earl  t 
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Earl,  that  whenever  he  looked  at  him,  it  1 
brought  his  ion’s  misfortunes  into  his  re-  j 
membrance.  The  Earl  obferved,  that,  L 
now  his  fon  was  happy,  he  would  take  it  as  ;a  * 
great  honour  to  be  called  his  fon  ;  and,  at  l 
the  fame  time,  to  have  the  liberty  of  calling  | 
him  by  the  honourable  title  of  father.  This  j 
was  agreed  to  by  them  both  ;  and,  from 
fuch  a  trifling  circumftance,  the  Earl  gained 
the  prince,  who  did  him  every  fervice  in  his 
power,  which  was  compatible  with  the  in- 
tcrefl  of  Ruflia. 

Soon  after  this  the  army  began  to  march ; 
and  indeed  nothing  was  too  hard  for  the 
Earl  to  obtain  from  the  court  of  St  Peterf- 
burgh.  I  was  told  that  he  was  fo  much  ma¬ 
iler  of  pleafing,  and  making  himfelf  efteem- 
ed,  that  he  gained  the  refpe£t  of  the  whole 
Rulflan  nobility.  The  Earl,  how  good  fo- 
ever,  ftill  maintained  his  (late, and  would  not 
fuffer  the  leaft  encroachment  ;  for  inflance. 

He  had  a  palace  in  the  city,  and  a  houfe 
in  the  country,  where  he  ufed  to  pafs  a  day 
or  two  in  the  week  with  a  few  friends.  A 
ferjeant  was  appointed,  with  a  body  of  fol- 
diers,  to  take  care  of  the  houfe  in  the  city, 
and  another  ferjeant  was  flationed  at  his 
houfe  in  the  country. 

One  day  in  the  fummer-feafon  the  Earl 
went,  as  ufual,  to  his  country-houfe  ;  but 
was  told  by  the  ferjeant,  that  the  Emprels’s 

mailer 


Digitized  by  LjOOQle 


TRAVELS. 


547 


matter  of  horfe  had  taken  up  his  Lordfhip’s 
ftables  with  the  Emprefs’s  young  horfes, 
who,  fbme  how,  had  wandered  away  from 
the  fields  where  they  were  feeding.  The 
Earl  ordered  the  horfes  to  be  let  out  to  the 
Helds.  Tins  could  not  fail  to  make  a  great 
noife.  The  young  horfes  fcampered  fara¬ 
way,  and  many  fields  were  by  them  deftroy- 
ed.  The  matter  of  horfe,  nettled  at  this, 
determined  to  be  revenged.  The  perfons 
of  ambafladors  in  Ruffia  are  held  as  facred 
as  thofe  of  their  matters  ;  confequently  the 
matter  of  horfe  had,  as  he  thought,  but  one 
way  to  gratify  his  refentment.  Lord  Hynd- 
ford’s  country-houfe  was  fituated  on  the  o- 
ther  fide  of  a  bridge,  where  a  fmall  com¬ 
mand  of  foldiers  kept  watch,  to  examine  all 
paflengers  from  the  city  into  the- country,  and 
keep  order  on  the  high  way.  Either  by  his 
own  authority  or  influence,  the  matter  of 
horfe  caufed  thefe  foldiers  flop  fome  carters, 
who  were  fent  to  the  Earl’s  country-feat  with 
wine,  and  other  provifions.  The  boors  ha¬ 
ving  gone  that  way  frequently,  without  any 
molettation  or  flop  from  the  foldiers,  know¬ 
ing  that  they  were  employed  by  the  Britifh 
ambaflador,  infilled  on  the  right  which  am- 
bafladors  fervants  had.  The  foldiers  denied 
that  they  were  the  ambaflador’s  fervants,  bc- 
caufe  they  were  Ruffian  boors.  Thus  from 
words  they  came  to  blows ;  and  at  laft  they 
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were  put  under  arrefl.  This  being  reported 
to  the  Earl,  he  went  to  court,  made-  his  com¬ 
plaint  to  the  Emprefs,  and  .  infilled  on  fatil- 
fa&ion.  The  Emprels,  alhamed  of  the  ma¬ 
iler  of  horfe’s  folly,  promifed  every  thing. 
The  Earl  demanded,  that  the  mailer  of  horfe 
Ihould  be  fent  to  his  houfe  formally,  to  alk 
pardon.  The  Emprefs  infilled  that  he  Ihould 
not  only  alk  pardon,  but  that  he  Ihould  do 
it  on  his  knees,  and  pay  all  damages.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  at  the  Earl’s  return  to  his  own 
houle,  one  of  his,  fervants  acquainted  him, 
that  the  mailer  of  horfe  demanded  an  au¬ 
dience  of  his  Lordlhip.  The  Earl  met  him 
at  the  door  of  the  room,  and,  as  he>was  go¬ 
ing  to  throw  himfelf  at  his  feet,  caught  him 
in  his  arms,  and  without  any  farther  trouble, 
forgave  every  thing  ;  and,  laltly,  fent  him 
back  to  the  Emprefs  well  regaled.  At  this 
time  the  Earl  procured  a  pair  of  colours  for 
the  ferjeant,  to  prelerve  him  from  the  mailer 
of  horfe’s  indignation;  but  as  he  was  very 
honell  and  diligent,  he  kept  him  by  himfelf 
as  long  as  he  relided  in  Kullia. 

One  day  as  the  Earl  was  going  to  court, 
four  Englilh  boatfwains  complained  to  him, 
that  they  had  contracted  in  England  to  fenre 
in  the  Rullian  navy  for  fifteen  crowns  per 
month  ;  a  falary  equal  to  that  of  a  captain 
of  foot  at  the  beginning  of  the  late  Swedilh 
war  ;  and  that  the  Admiralty  had  lately  font 
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an  order  to  Cronftadt,  importing,  that  the 
boatfwains  fhould  get  no  greater  wages  than 
-the  other boatCwains  in  Ruffia,  by  the  regula¬ 
tions,  unleis  they  engaged  to  ferve  for  life. 
Theboatfwains  would  not  agree  to  this  unrea- 
fonable  demand,  bat  infilled  upon  their  be¬ 
ing  paid  off,  and  diiinifTed  the  fervice.  Their 
requifitions  were  taken  no  notice  of.  At  laft 
they  were  lent  for  to  the  Admiralty,  when 
they  had  an  opportunity  of  laying  their  grie¬ 
vances  before  the  Earl,  who  loft  no  time  in 
fending  to  the  Admiralty  a  memorial,  re¬ 
quiring  that  they  would  do  juftice  imme¬ 
diately  to  the  boatfwains,  either  by  grant¬ 
ing  their  difcharge,  or  elfe  paying  them,  as 
they,  had  at  the  beginning  agreed  for ;  and 
that  they  fhould  anfwer  his  memorial  with¬ 
out  delay.  Eight  days  pafled  without  any 
anfwer.  At  laft  the  boatfwains  acquainted 
the  Earl,  that  nothing,  in  confequence  of  his 
memorial,  had  been  done  :  That  the  clerks 
threatened  them  for  having  acquainted'  the 
ambaftador :  That  they  had  reafon  to  fear 
that  they  would  be  fent  defpotically  to  fome 
diflant  place,  and  probably  treated  with  ri¬ 
gour,  Upon  this  information  the  Earl  re¬ 
quired,  by  another  memorial  to  the  college 
of  foreign  affairs,  a  jpaflport  for  four  Englifh- 
men,  whom  he  named,  and  whom  he  intend¬ 
ed  to  fend  diredlly  to  London.  This  col¬ 
lege  loft  no  time  in  complying  with  his 
Lordfhip’s  demand  ;  and  thus  they  were 
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fent  home.  The  Admiralty  was  confound¬ 
ed  at  this  affair  :  They  could  not  tell  what 
to  think  about  the  four  men,  who  at  once 
vaniflied,  they  knew  not  where  ;  and  at  Jaft 
the  prefident  fpoke  to  the  Earl,  and  begged 
to  know,  If  his  Lordfhip could  acquaint  him 
about  them?  After  the  Earl  had  in  a  pret¬ 
ty  warm  manner  expoflulated  with  him  about 
his  not  anfwering  his  memorial,  he  frankly 
let  him  know,  that  he  had  fent  them  to  their 
own  country,  and  that  he  was  determined 
to  take  care  that  juft  ice  (hould  be  dope  to  all 
the  King’s  fubje&s,  fo  long  as  he  remained 
in  Rullia ;  and  that  if  tire  Admiralty  (hould 
not  anfwer  the  next  memorial  he  might  be 
obliged  to  fend  them,  refpedtfully  and  readi¬ 
ly,  he. would  make  a  formal  complaint  of 
liich  negleft  and  indignity  to  the  cabinet, 
and  require  fatisfadion . 

Sundry  examples  I  could  give  of  the  like 
nature,  which  at  once  made  him  much  re- 
fpe£led  and  beloved ;  for  though  he  threat¬ 
ened,  yet  he  never  was  rigorous,  nor  car¬ 
ried  animofity  to  any  length.  It  is  rtiy  opi¬ 
nion,  that  no  Britilli  fubjeft  ever  applied  to 
him  without  getting  redrefs,  if  their  cafe 
would  admit  of  it  ;  which  cannot  be  faid 
of  many  others.  I  have  mentioned  thefe 
examples  to  let  you  fee,  how  honourably  an 
ambaftador.  at  that  court. may  lie  efteemed, 
and  what  power  he  may  juftly  exercife, 
when  it  is  conduced  by  prudence.  I  will  add 
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one  anecdote  more,  which,  though  literally 
true,  I  fcarcely  could  give  credit  to,  until  I 
was  informed  of  it  by  undoubted  authority. 
The  Earl  of  Hyndford  gave  a  treat  to  the 
principal  Ruffian  minidry,  and  foreign  am- 
bailadors,  who  were  friends  to  Great  Britain: 
Some  days  after  that,  when  he  was  at  court, 
Monffeur  Dallion  minider  from  France,  ac- 
coded  him,  and  faid  that  though  their  ma* 
Iters  were  at  war,  that  ought  not  to  hinder 
gendemen  from  being  polite  to  one  another. 
He  laid  that  he  would  have  taken  it  very 
kind  if-  Lord  Hyndford,  at  his  late  enter¬ 
tainment,  had  numbered  him  amongd  his 
friends,  and  that  he  would  have  been  very 
glad  to  have  been  invited  amongd  the  red. 
The  Earl  replied  that  the  perfonal  regard  he 
had  for  him  prevented  that ;  becaufe  he 
thought  that  Monfieur  Dallion  would  not 
have  taken  it  well  to  have  been  placed  at  the 
foot  of  the  table,  below  refidents  from  the 
fmalled  dates  who  were  in  friendfliip  with 
Great  Britain  ;  and  ladly,  he  imagined  that 
jt  would*  have  been  very  difagreeable  for 
him  to  have  been  a  witnels  to  their  drink¬ 
ing  the  ufual  toads  given  upon  fuch  occafi- 
ons,  and  alio  to  have  been  obliged  to  join 
with  them,  and  not  have  had  itjin  his  power 
to  toad  profperity  to  his  own  king  and  the 
kingdom  of  France.  Monfieur  Da  lion  hefita- 
ted  not  to  allure  his  Lordlhip  that  he  would 
have  yielded  to  all  that,  adding  that  his 
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court  could  not  take  it  amifs  that  he  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  rules  of  a  great  aflembly,  where 
none  but  men  of  great  honour  were  prefent : 
Upon  which,  he,  Dallion,  was  invited  to  the 
very  next  entertainment,  and  yielded  to  e- 
very  thing  which  palled  there,  with  great 
relignation.  Sometime  after  this,  he  ac- 
colted  the  Earl,  and  enumerated  what  he 
had  fuffered,  and  the  great  anxiety  he  was 
in  during  the  whole  time  of  the  entertain¬ 
ment,  and  all  this  he  faid  he  had  fubmitted 
to,  purely  to  Ihow  the  regard  he  had  for  the 
perfon  of  the  Earl  of  Hyndford.  He  there¬ 
fore  defired  in  return  that  the  Earl  would 
honour  his  table  with  his  prefence.  The 
Earl  agreed  readily  to  do  this,  providing 
Monlieur  Dallion  would  agree  ftriftly  to  ad¬ 
here  to  the  following  rules  :  That  he  (hould 
be  received  with  all  the  refpeft  and  honours 
due  to  an  ambaflador  from  his  mailer’s 
moll  fincere  friends :  Secondly,  That  he 
fliould  fit  in  the  fecond  place  at  the  table  : 
Thirdly,  That  none  of  the  ambafladors 
whofe  mailers  were  enemies  to  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  fliould  be  prefent ;  and  laflly.  That  no 
health  fliould  be  drunk,  nor  profperity  to 
the  arms  of  thofe  who  were  at  war  with 
Great  Britain ;  and  that  he  fliould  drink  the 
King  of  Great  Britain’s  health  immediately 
after  that  of  the  Emprels’s  of  Rullia.  To  all 
thefe  rules  he  agreed  ;  and  when  the  Earl’s 
coach  appeared  at  the  gate  of  Monlieur  Dal- 
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lion’s  houfe,  when  a  very  great  (bower  fell ; 
Monlieur  Dal  lion,  afraid  that  the  Earl 
Would  remain  no  time  there,  if  he  did  not 
immediately  go  to  receive  him,  went  out  to 
the  coach  door '  uncovered,  and  drefled  in 
his  bell  cloaths,  through  a  wide  court  to  re¬ 
ceive  him.  Unluckily  the  coach  door  could 
not  be  loon  opened,  and  as  the  Earl  rofe  up 
to  go  out  of  the  coach,  his  cloak  fell  off 
which  took  up  feme  time  to  get  adjufled,  du¬ 
ring  which  Monfieur  Dallion  was  expofed 
to  a  deluge  of  rain,  which,  at  his  return 
with  the  Earl,  obliged  him  to  undrefs  and 
put  on  another  fuit.  At  the  entertainment 
every  thing,  according  to  the  agreement,  was 
obferved  with  great  faith  on  Monfieur  Dalli- 
on’s  part.  What  intention  Monfieur  Dalti- 
on  could  have  in  thus  courting  the  friend^ 
fhip  of  an  ambafTador  whofe  mafter  was  ac 
war  with  the  Fjench  I  cannot  tell :  but  1  am 
certain  that  it  had  a  very  bad  effect  at  the 
court  of  St  Peterfburgh  for  him.  Ever  af¬ 
ter  he  was  defervedly  defpifed  by  die  Ruffian 
imniftry,  which  effectually  put  it  out  of 
his  power  to  do  any  fervice  for  his  country, 
nor  durft  he  complain  of  the  fmall  regard 
paid  to  him,  or  to  his  demands,  fince  he 
had  voluntarily  fo  fhamefelly  degraded  him- 
fe  If. 

1  never  had  much  experience  in  govern¬ 
ment  affairs,  yet  T  cannot  pafs  this  without 
©bferving  how  much  it  is  neceflafy  to  fend 
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men  as  ambafTadors  not  only  well  qualified 
in  the  ways  of  intrigue,  and  the  knowledge 
of  date  affairs,  but  who  have  natural  per¬ 
fections,  fuch  as  a  graceful  appearance,  and  a 
fenle  of  the  honour  due  to  their  prince,  en¬ 
dued  with  refolution  to  take  all  ways  of  in¬ 
filling  into  the  minds  of  the  people  to  whom 
they  are  fent  a  high  idea  of  the  power  and 
gWy  of  the  prince  and  nation  they  repre- 
fent.  Though  I  muft  acknowledge  that  Bri¬ 
tain  lent,  in  the  lime  of  my  peregrination  in 
Huflia,  very  able  men,  who  had  refolution 
and  abilities  to  f'erve  their  king,  yet  others 
were  fent  who  had  not  the  addrefs  to  give 
the  Ruffians  any  opinion  of  their  qualifica¬ 
tions*  But  at  this  time,  it  was  very  necef- 
fary  to  fend  fuch  as  the  late  Earl  was  :  It  is 
certain,  that  with  eaie  he  obtained  all  that 
his  prince  wanted,  and  could  have  got  much 
more  if  it  had  been  thought  neceffary.  He 
lived  in  great  friendfhip  with  all  the  princi¬ 
pal  minifters  about  the  court,  and  yet  bad 
the  art  to  make  them  refpeCt  him,  and,  as 
it  were,  be  afraid  of  offending  him.  Tho' 
he  was  altogether  affable,  yet  in  points  of 
honour,  and  what  .regarded  the  well-being 
of  his  country,  he  was  immoveable,  and 
upon  all  occafions,  made  the  Ruffians  fenfi- 
ble,  that  he  would  rifque  every  thing  in  his 
power  for  the  good  and  glory  of  his  prince 
and  country.  Upon  a  certain  occafion,  he 
threatened  to  leave  the  court  abruptly  if  the 
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miniftry  permitted  one,  who  at  that  time 
■was  looked  upon  as  no  well-wiftier  to  our 
government,  to  come  to  the  court  of  RulTia, 
or  even  fo  much  as  come  into  their  country. 
In  this  he  was  politive,  and  fucceeded.  Kis 
health  not  permitting  him  to  llay  longer,  he 
obtain,  d  leave  from  the  king,  and  left  the 
court  of  Ruflia,  regreted  by  every  one  : 
And  to  the  day  of  his  death  kept  up  a  cor- 
refpondence,  and  friendlhip  with  the  prin¬ 
cipal  lords  of  that  court.  Many  mafterly 
affairs  I  could  write  about  the  late  Earl  of 
Hyndford,  which  happened  much  to  his  ho¬ 
nour  in  Rullia  during  his  (lay  there,  but  I 
have  not  room  here  for  them. 

The  meafure  of  Count  Leftoig’s  regency 
now  drew  near  a  dole;  his  enemies,  the  chief 
of  whom  was  Count  Beftuflioff,  had  got  the 
better  of  him  at  laft.  On  the  firft  Thurfday 
of  December,  I  went  to  pay  my  compli¬ 
ments  to  him,  and  enquire  about  what  he 
was  determined  to  do  concerning  me.  He 
feemed  to  be  in  fome  confulion,  laid  that 
his  head  pained  him  much,  that  he  would 
have  been  glad  that  I  had  dined  with  him, 
but  his  headache  prevented  that :  But  con¬ 
cluded  by  alluring  me,  that  on  Monday 
morning  I  (hould  receive  orders  to  make  my 
repair  to  the  fea  hofpital.  This  was  agree¬ 
able  news,  and  this  was  the  laft  time  I  ever 
faw  him.  On  Sunday  following  in  the  time 
of  divine  fervice,  General  Apraxin  lurround- 
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ed  his  houfe  with  two  or  tbrfee  hundred  of 
the  guards,  went  to  him  and  demanded  his 
fword.  Count  Leftoig  anfwered,  that  he 
was  determined  to  obey  even  to  death  her 
Imperial  Majefty’s  orders,  but  ordered  the 
general  out  of  his  prefence,  fwearing  that 
he  would  fooner  plunge  his  fword  in  his 
bread,  than  deliver  it  to  iiich  a  worthlefs 
perfon  ;  and  required  that  a  man  of  honour 
ihould  be  fent  to  demand  his  fword.  Ge¬ 
neral  Apraxin  went  out,  dreading  that  he 
would,  put  his  threats  in  execution,  and 
fent  another,  to  whom  he  readily  delivered 
his  fword,  and  was  immediately  fent  to  the 
caftle.  Upon  enquiry,  they  were  informed 
that  the  countels  was  at  church,  receiving 
the  holy  facrament  of  the  Lord’s  fupper.  A 
captain  with  a  few  men  went  to  the  reform¬ 
ed  Lutheran  church,  where  he  was  told, 
that  fhe  was  at  the  Lord’s  table  :  He  waited 
till  the  for  vice  was  over,  and,  without  her 
fufpeXing  arty  danger,  he  followed  her 
fledge  till  (he  arrived  at  her  own  houfe, 
where  fhe  was  much  furprifed  to  foe  the 
court  full  of  foldiers,  and  there  fhe  was 
made  acquainted  with  her  misfortune.  She 
behaved  very  decently,  and  without  vain  re¬ 
flexions  was  quietly  conducted  to  the  caflle. 
It  was  reported  that  he  was  confined  in  a 
room  by  himfolf,  and  fhe  was  confined  in 
one  immediately  above  him,  but  without  a 
pollibiljty.Qf  their  feeing  one  another,  or 
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Isaviflg  anyintercourfe,  not  even  by  letters. 
Xdany  faults  were  reported  to  have  been  com¬ 
mitted  by  Count  Leftxrig,  but  I  gave  no  great 
credit  to  any  of  thefe  reports ;  beciiife  no¬ 
thing  is  more  common,  in  defpotic  countries, 
than  to  accufe  ft  ate  prifoners  of  crimes  of 
which  they  are  innocent.  I  really  believe, that, 
tho*  he  was  very  unpolifhed,  he  was  an  honeft 
man,  and  did  much  good' in  his  department. 

After  three  or  four  days  confinement,  it 
was  reported  to  the  Emprefs,  that  he  had 
neither  eaten  nor  drunk  any  thing  fince  he 
was  confined  ;  and  the  keepers  were  afraid 
he  would  die,  being  already  very  weak. 
The  Emprefs  wrote  him  a  letter  with  her 
own  hand,  fignifying,  that,  though,  for  fe- 
veral  weighty  reafons,  (he  found  herfelf  ob¬ 
liged  to  confine  him,  yet  fhe  never  could 
forget  the  fervices  he  had  done  for  her,  fo 
far  as  to  permit  any  other  punifhment  to  be 
inflicted  upon  him  ;  therefore  defired  that 
he  would  take  cafe  of  his  health  ;  for  fhe 
had  given  orders  that  every  thing  he  would 
call  for  fhould  be  furnifbed  out  of  her  kit¬ 


chen  and  cellars.  Upon  receiving  fuch  re- 
frefhing  news  from  the  Emprefs’s  own  hand, 
he  read  the  letter,  (which  was  delivered  fo 
him  by  a  captain,  who  reported  what  follows:) 
He  killed  it,  and  called  for  a  bottle  of  Bur¬ 
gundy,  which  he  drank  off  at  once  in  a 
health  to  the  Emprefs.  One  of  the  lurgeons 
belonging  to  the  army  told  me,  one  year  af¬ 
ter  he  was  lent  into  the  caftle,  that  one  day 
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having  been  accidentally  there,  he  faw  Cotint 
Leftoig  walking  upon  the  wall,  with  a  long 
beard  as  white  as  fnow  ;  but  laid,  that  he 
was  told  he  never  had  feen  the  Countefs  lince 
the  misfortune  happened.  At  laft  he  was 
fent  to  Siberia  ;  but  he  and  Munich  returned 
to  St  Peterlburgh  after  the  death  of  the  Em->- 
peror  Peter  III. 

He  was  once  banifhed  by  Peter  the  Great, 
and  gothimfelfreftored  by  his  own  ingenuity, 
in  the  following  manner,  as  1  was  informed. 
He,  being  one  of  the  furgeons  of  the  palace, 
one  day  was  fent  for  by  the  Emperor,  who 
alked  him,  If  he  inclined  to  marry  l  Leftoig 
anfwered,  That  if  he  was  fo  happy  as  to  get 
one  agreeable  to  him,  he  would  very  willing^ 
}y.  Peter  produced  a  young  lady,  who  at- 
tended  about  Catharine,  very  beautiful,  and 
afking  him,  How  he  liked  the  lady  ?  told 
him  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  intended  to 
portion  her  nobly.  Leftoig  laid,  that  he 
could  have  no  objection,  either  to  her  beau-r 
ty,  youth,  or  the  portion  the  Emperor  de- 
figned  her  ;  but,  in  the  moft  unbecoming 
indilcreet  manner,  laid,  that  he  would  mar¬ 
ry  none  of  his  w — * — s  ;  adding,  that  (he 
was  big  with  child.  The  Emperor,  provok¬ 
ed  at  fuch  audacity,  ordered  him  to  be  ba- 
nillied  to  Cazan,  and  there  be  kept  under  a 
very  ftritt  guard,  with  a  Ibldier  conftantly  in, 
the  room  where  he  flept,  with  orders,  that 
none  byit  fokliers  fliould  have  acceft  to  fpeak 
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with  him  i  and  that  he  Should  have  neither 
paper,  pen,  nor  ink.  He  lay  in  confine* 
ment  many  years,  until  the  Eraprefs  Anne 
mounted  the  throne.  Upon  a  day,  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  Cazan’s  lady  was  dangeroufly  ill  of 
fome  difeafe,  which  the  medical  people  in 
Cazan  declared  incurable.  Lelloig,  juflly 
reputed  a  good  furgeon,  was  fent  for.  He 
recovered  the  lady  and  his  own  liberty,  in 
the  following  manner.  He  told  the  gover¬ 
nor,  that  if  he  would  permit  him  to  write  for 
fome  materials, .  he  would  prepare  a  medi¬ 
cine  in  his  own  room,  which  w  ould  proba-* 
bly  recover  his  lady,  which  hq  faid  he  fufpecb* 
ed  the  apothecary  could  not  prepare  to  his 
fatisfa&ion.  Peter  and  Catharipe-  being 
dead,  the  governor  had  no  objection,  efpe- 
cially  as  it  was  defigned  only  to  write  lor  a 
few  drugs  in  his  prefence  ;  and  Leftoig  re¬ 
ceived  a  large  paper  of  dry  materials,  which 
he  carried  to  his  room.  It  is  cu (tom ary  in 
Ruflia  to  lend  materials  wrapped  up  in  a 
fheet  of  white  paper,  and  that  covered  with 
a  (heet  of  ftrong  gray  paper. 

With  a  crow  quill,  and  ink  made  of  a  fo- 
lution  of  foot  in  water,  he  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  Emprefs  Anne,  when  the  foldier  w  as  a- 
ileep,  and  got  it  delivered  in  the  following 
manner,  to  a  trufty  friend,  a  merchant  in 
Cazan,  who  carried  it  faithfully  to  St  Peterf- 
burgh. 

When 
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When  the  letter  was  ready,  he  carefully 
concealed  it  from  the  loldier.  Next  day  he 
faw  his  friend  palling  through  a  lquare  op- 
polite  his  door.  He  pretended  to  take  a 
pinch  of  Spanilh  fiiuff,  and  aflting  the  iol- 
dier,  If  he  chufed  to  tafte  fo  delicious  lhuff  ? 
artfully  threw  it  in  his  face,  under  pretence 
of Tome  Hidden  difeate,  which  blinded  him 
long  enough  to  prevent  his  feeing  Inin  give 
the  letter  to  his  beoefaftor,  who  loft  no  time 
in  getting  it  put  into  the  Empreft’s  hand; 
who  lent  for  hirti  to  St  Peterfburgh,  and,  at 
his  own  delire,  placed  him  by  the  princels 
Elizabeth,  with  whom  he  remained  till  he 
had  helped  her  to  mount  her  father’s  throne  ; 
and  yet,  at  thi9  late  time  of  life,  he  was  fent 
a  prilbner  to  the  caftlc,  thence  to  Siberia, 
and  was  brought  back  to  St  Peterfburgh  fince 
I  left  the  empire,  as  has  been  faid. 

Archiator  Dr  Filher  would  never  grant 
Leftoig  a  greater  falary  than  what  is  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  regulations,  to  fui^geons  belonging 
to  regiments,  though  he  had  frequently  fol- 
licited  an  augmentation  ;  which  was  the  rea- 
fon,  that,  when  the  late  royal  brandies  were 
arrefted  by  Elizabeth,  Dr  Filher  was  ahb  con¬ 
fined  to  his  apartment,  where  he  was  long 
negleded ;  but  at  laft  got  l'ome  of  his  friends 
palling  by  the  window,  to  beg,  that  Mr  Le¬ 
ftoig  would  caule  lend  him  fomethiug  to  eat 
and  drink,  declaring,  that  he  was  like  to 
ftarve.  Leftoig  fent  him  notice,  that  the 
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doctor  could  not  To  foonhave  forgotten  that  he 
caufed  him  keep  lent,  or  rather  a  faff,  ma-1 
ily  years  ;  therefore,  faid  he,  it  was  but  rea-* 
fonable  that  hi,  in  his  turn,  fliould,  after  li¬ 
ving  fo  long  in  luxury*  feft  two  or  three 
days,  for  his  plea fure. 

Soon  after  this*  Dr  Kaw  Boerhaave  was! 
created  archiator ;  but  the  court  went  to 
MofcoW,  which  Vvas  the  reafon  I  could  get 
nothing  done  in  my  affairs,  and  was  glad  of 
liberty  to  follow  the  court  to  that  city,  which 
I  did  hi  January  1749,  and  attended  the 
archiator,  who  promifed  to  do  fomething  for? 
ihe  as  foon  as  he  could  conveniently. 


CHAP.  XXXVI. 

Concerning  what  happened  in  Mofcow ,  dnd  my 
Journey  to  Riga, 

KAw  Boerhaave  was  a  true  Hollander* 
and  rofe  to  this  firft  department  in  the' 
riiedical  affairs  by  his  connexions  with  the 
late  learned  great  Boerhaave  ;  for  he  had 
feW  other  qualifications  in  the  medical  way; 
neither  was  he  acquainted  with  the  regula¬ 
tions  of  the  chancery  :  So  that  it  behoved 
him  to  be  in  a  great  meafure  fubjeX  to  his 
fecretaries.  He  loved  his  bottle  too  much 
to  have  time  to  examine  into  the  weighty 
affairs  committed*  to  his  charge.  My  affairs, 
4  B  however, 
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however,  were  brought  to  fuch  a  lengthy 
that  he  found  himfelf  obliged  either  to  grant 
my  difmilfion ,  or  an  honourable  employ¬ 
ment;  but  1  foon  found,  that  the  firft 
could  not  be  granted  eafilv,  and  therefore 
laid  my  account  with  many  delays ;  yet 
thefe  I  little  regarded  ;  for,  by  my  practice 
in  Mofcpw,  I  foon  gained  more  money  than 
ever  I  had  done  formerly,  by  both  my  falary 
and  fees  joined  together  ;  and  therefore,  be¬ 
ing  contented,  I  a  Iked  nothing  from  them, 
efpecially  as  my  falary,  by  Peter  the  Great’s 
regulations,  ought  to  have  been  paid  by  the 
medicine  cliancery,  who  kept  me  on  their 
books,  nor  would  grant  my  difmiftion. 

At  laft,  in  the  month  of  May,  I  received  a 
mefTage  from  the  late  Earl  of  Hyndford,  de¬ 
firing  me  to  wait  upon  Dr  Kaw  Boerhaave 
next  morning  early  at  the  imperial  palace » 

I' did  fo  ;  and  he  rejoiced,  as  he  laid,  to 
have  it  in  his  power  to  give  me  an  exceed¬ 
ing  good  living,  and  that  by  her  Majefty’s 
defire. 

He  told  me,  that  the  Emprefs  had  ordered 
him  to  fend  me. to  take  care  of  the  health  of 
Count  Rafumofki’s  mother,  who  lived  in  the 
Ukraine  :  That  my  falary  fhould  not  only  | 
be  continued,  but  augmented  by  fifty  rubles  1 
out  of  her  Majefty’s  privy  purfe :  That  I 
fhould  have  a  good  houfe  to  live  in  ;  and 
that  the  lady  had  agreed  to  grant  me  men 
and  women  fervants,  free  of  all  demands ; 

and 
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and  alfo  to  keep  my  houfe  well  Stored  with 
all  kinds  of  provisions,  and  grant  a  coach 
and  horfes  to  be  always  in  readinefs  at 
my  call ;  and,  laftly,  that  my  family  Should 
be  transported,  with  as  much  baggage  as  I 
pleated,  at  her  expence. 

I  acknowledge  fuch  a  propofal  might  have 
been  very  acceptable  to  many  ;  but  it  was 
by  no  means  agreeable  to  me.  I  obferved 
to  the  archiator,  that  I  had  been  employed 
already  in  a  way  which  I  had  ever  efteemed 
very  honourable ;  and  therefore  begged, 
that  he  would  not  take  it  ill,  if  I  rejected 
this  ;  though,  at  the  fame  time,  I  returned 
him  my  hearty  thanks  for  the  kindnels  he  had 
Shown  me. 

He  deSired  me  to  take  a  glafs,  and  tell  him 
frankly  what  objections  I  could  reafonably 
have  againSt  it.  I  did  fo  ;  and  obferved, 
that  both  he  and  I  had  certainly  a  natural 
love  for  liberty ;  and  therefore  made  no 
doubt  that  he  would  be  a  competent  judge, 
whether  my  reafons  were  folid.  I  had  no 
need  to  tell  him  what  mv  fervices  had  been, 
and  how  much  the  medicine  chancery  had 
been,  from  time  to  time,  fatisfied  with  them ; 
which  appeared  by  their  books,  and  the  ma¬ 
ny  orders  I  had  received,  declaring  their  fa- 
tisfaCtion.  I  obferved,  that  it  appeared  very 
Slrange  to  me,  that  I  Should,  after  So  long  and 
fuch  distinguished  fervices,  be  appointed  on¬ 
ly  to  take  care  of  the  health  of  an  old  wo¬ 
man* 
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man,  though  ever  fo  great  a  favourite,  which 
was  no  ftnall  objection  to  me  ;  for,  if  flic 
(hould  die  of  any  difeafe,  under  my  care, 
though  1  attended  her  night  and  day,  and 
had  the  skill  of  a  Boerhaave,  yet  it  was  not 
Impoffible  that  I  might  be  blamed :  That  I 
could  frankly  fubrait  to  his  deciiion  ;  but 
that  none  knew  how  long  he  might  live,  or 
incline  to  Jlay  in  Ruflia.  Laftly,  Iobferved, 
that  my  family  at  prefenfi  ponlilted  of  two 
Jfons,  and  in  all  probability  would  foon  in* 
preafe :  That  if  I  (hould  happen  to  die 
there,  they  might  run  a  risk  of  loiing  their 
liberty,  at  fuch  a  great  didance  from  their 
relations.  To  confirm  the  poffibility  of  which, 
I  related  fome  obfervations  of  the  like  kind, 
which  I  had  made,  fince  I  was  in  Ruflia, 
the  thoughts  of  which  made  me  frequently 
very  uneafy.  I,  for  thefe  and  the  like  rea- 
fons,  conjured  him  to  forgive  me,  and  to  be¬ 
friend  me  fo  far  as  to  get  the  Emprefi,  and 
Others  concerned,  to  appoint  me  to  fome  o- 
dier  place,  and  to  pardon  my  not  comply¬ 
ing,  efpecially  as  1  had  already  impaired  my 
health  very  much  in  fuch  unhealthy  hot 
countries.  He  anfwered  in  a  very  fympa- 
thizing  manner,  and  defired  I  would  wait 
a  little  till  he  fpoke  with  the  Vice-Chancellor 
Vorontfoff.  I  obeyed  :  He  foon  returned, 
and  allured  me,  that  he  had  been,  fb  fuccelT- 
ful  as  to  fatisfy  both  the  Emprefs  and  others 
concerned,  chiefly  on  account  of  my  ba4 
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-Rate  of  health,  which,  he  told  them,  was  ca> 
tainly  true.  Lord  Hyndfottd  was. glad  that 
-I  fucceeded  fo  well :  Rut  at  lad:  1  received  a 
xneflage  in  the  beginning  of  June  from  the 
EaH  to  dine  with  him,  where  Dr  Raw  Boei> 
Jiaave  would  be,  and  required  that  I  fhould 
come  before  dinner  ;  becaufe  he  had  fomer 
what  to  impart  to  me  which  concerned  me 
.much.  At  my  arrival  the  Earl  told  me,  that 
he  expected  foon  to  be  recalled:  That  he 
had  ibllicited  the  King  for  that  purpofe,  on 
account  of  his  bad  date  of  health*  and  there¬ 
fore  defired  me  to  confider  whether  I  was 
jnefolved  to  go  home,  or  enter  into  the  feiv 
vice  ;  telling  me,  that  the  archiator  had  pro* 
pofed  to  employ  me  as  fhrgeon-general  to 
the  army  commanded  by  Count  Lacy ;  and 
that  he  was  to  do  fo,  agreeable  to  the  Em? 
prei's’s  pleafure.  I  anfwered,  that  I  would 
rather  lerve  in  the  army  or  fleet,  than  in  a- 
ny  place  depending  upon  the  capricious  hu* 
mours  of  courtiers  $  and  that  as  the  field? 
marfhal  was,  by  all  reports,  a  very  good  man, 
I  was  willing  to  accept  of  that  place.  At 
(dinner  this  affair  was  agreed  to,  without  dny 
difficulty  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  Earl 
and  he  were  very  merry  at  my  refilling  to 
take  care  of  an  old  wife,  though  both  agreed, 
that  my  reafons  were  very  good. 

Next  morning  I  had  orders  to  go  to  the 
reformed  church,  to  have  a  new  jurament  or 
g^th  gdminftcred  to  me  by  the  parfon,  in 
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confequence  of  my  advancement,  and  to  re¬ 
pair  immediately  thereafter  to  the  medicine 
chancery,  where  I  would  receive  my  com- 
million  and  in  (tractions.  When  I  arrived  at 
the  church,  I  found  one  of  the  fecretaries 
with  the  parfon.  We  entered  the  church, 
and  the  parfon  was  going  to  inform  me 
what  the  nature  of  an  oath  was,  &c.  But  I 
cut  him  (hort,  by  telling  him,  that  he  might 
fave  his  time  and  trouble,  becaufe  I  was  con¬ 
vinced  the  medicine  chancery  were  well  af- 
fured  that  I  knew  the  nature  of  an  oath  as 
well  as  he,  or  any  other  ;  and  therefore  de- 
fired  him  to  proceed,  as  he  was  directed, 
without  farther  needlefs  ceremony.  This 
ftartled  the  felf-fufficient  prieft  ;  but  the 
fecretary  convinced  him  of  the  truth  of  my 
offer  don  ;  and  added,,  that  it  would  be  ta¬ 
ken  very  ill,  if  he  made  any  delay  ;  which  at 
once  eafed  his  over  fcrapulous  confcience, 
and  me  from  the  trouble  of  fubmitting  to 
hear  much  of  his  pedantry  and  imperti¬ 
nence.  Next  day  I  received  my  inftrac- 
tions,.  and  was  appointed  to  writ  on  the  col¬ 
lege  of  war,  for  my  difpatches  from  it. 

I  was  at  this  time  in  lotne  perplexity  ;  for, 
when  I  left  St  Peterfburgh  laft,  my  wife  was 
not  recovered  of  child-bed,  but  arrived  in 
Mofcow  as  foon  as  flie  and  the  children  could, 
without  danger,  bear  the  feverity  of  the  wea¬ 
ther  ;  confequently  I  had  furnifhed  my  hou& 
with  every  thing  neceffary.  I  was  afraid 
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that  I  might  have  received  orders  to  march 
to  the  army  in  Livonia  in  three  days,  nor 
could  I  altogether  truft  to  the  dilat-orinefs 
of  the  fecretary.  I  therefore  went  to. 
my  quondam  patient  General  Apraxin,  who 
was  prelident  of  the  college  of  war,  and  told 
him  the  truth,  begging  that  I  might  be  in¬ 
dulged  a  few  days  to  difpofe  of  my  coach, 
horfes,  and  furniture.  He  advifed  me  to 
call  at  the  college  daily  in  the  morning,  tell¬ 
ing  me,  that  they  would  be  in  no  hurry,  if- 
I  did  not  urge  them,  and  ordered  that  I 
fhould  acquaint  him  when  ever  I  was  ready.- 
This  advice  had  the  defired  effect,  for  I  had- 
difpofed  of  every  thing  before  they  had  onco 
thought  of  writing  any  thing  relating  to  my 
difpatches.  Next  morning,  after  I  was  rea¬ 
dy,  I  went  early  to  the  general’s  houfe.  I 
was  told  in  the  antichamber  that  he  was  in. 
bed,  but  I  had  not  waited  long  till  I  heard 
him  call  upon  his  fervants.  I  entered  the 
room,  though  forbid  by  his  officers,  and  told 
him  that  I  was  ready  to  march  at  an  hour’s 
warning,  and  returned  fincere  thanks  for  his’ 
prudent  advice.  We  had  fcarcely  done  fpeak- 
ing,  when  the  principal  fecretary  of  the  war- 
office  appeared  with  a  great  bundle  of  wri¬ 
tings,  I  fuppofe  for  the  president  to  fign.- 
The  general  afked  him,  If  my  difpatches 
were  ready  l  The  other  anfwered,  that  he  had '' 
not  fo  much  as  heard  any  thing  about  them. 
The  general  feemed  furprifed  at  that,  and  ob- 

ferved. 
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ftrved,  tHat  he  did  riot  kCejt  his  fubalterris 
in  good  order,  commanded  him  inftantly  to 
return  to  the  war-dffice  with  me,  and-,  with¬ 
out  any  delays  expedite  my  affairs  by  the 
time  hd  ftiould  Arrive*  when  he  would  fign 
ih  the  office  all  the  other  affairs  which  were? 
ih  readinefsj  We  went  out  together.  The 
fecretafy,  very  uneafy  iri  ftis  blind,  afked 
irie,  Where  my  coach  was  ?  1  told  him  that  1 
had  fold  it,  having  no  farther  tife  for  one  ; 
thereupon,  to  lole  Ho  tirfie,  he  defired  me 
to  take  A  feat  in  his,  for  he  imagined  the  ge¬ 
neral  was  very  irtgry,  telling  me  that  he 
vfcifhed  I  had  applied  to  hirri;  I  anfwered, 
that  I  was  an  iiitire  ftratiger  Iri  thd  war-of¬ 
fice,  arid  had  applied  daily  to  the  fecretary, 
whofe  bufiriefs  -it  Was  to  get  ready  my  dif- 
jfatches*  When  we  arrived*  they  were  not 
Only  informed  of  the  general's  Angry  orders, 
but  coriimanded  not  to  ftir  oilt  of  the  office 
till  I  was  difpatched,  which  \Va9  very  foon  ef¬ 
fected;  arid  next  morning  I,  for  the  laft  time, 
departed  frdni  MofcdW  towards  St  Peters- 
burgh,  iri  thy  way  to  Riga.  General  Apr  ax- 
in  was  a  gendeman  Of  a  good  family,  and 
thorigh  he  was,  I  believe,  jufUy  efteemed  an 
excellent  prefident  of  the  war-office,  yet  he 
never  was  reputed  a  good  foldier.  He  was 
a  kind  horieft  man,  and  was  unfortunate  in 
carrying  on  the  late  war  againft  the  King  of 
Pruffia,  for  which  he  was,  by  the  Emprefs’s 
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-orders  arretted,  and  died  fuddenly  under 
confinement. 

Being  quite  ready,  I  went  to  the  palace  to 
return  thanks  to  the  archiator,  demand  his 
orders,  and  take  my  leave  of  him.  He  was 
'writing  fomewhat,  and  defired  me  to  fit 
down  a  little.  Here  1  met  with  my  old  friend 
IMonfieur  Fufadier,  who  was  at  this  time  bo-* 
dy-furgeon  to  the  Emprefs.  Whilft  we  were 
talking,  the  Emprefs  entered  the  room  in. 
great  hade,  and  pafled  us  before  we  were 
aware  of  her  being  there.  She  went  draight 
to  die  archiator,  before  he  could  pay  any 
compliment,  and  begged  he  would  ufe  all 
his  art  to  recover  a  lady  dangeroufiy  ill,  afk- 
ing,  at  the  fame  time,  what  hopes  he  had  of 
her  reooveiy.  As  near  as  I  can  remember, 
he  faid.  Madam,  all  care,  except  that  of  de¬ 
cency,  is  needlefs  ;  for  (he  mud  die,  nor 
have  I  the  fmalled  hopes  of  her  recovery* 
Upon  this  the  Emprefs  burd  into  tears,  which 
Ibe  would  have  concealed  :  After  (he  was 
compofed  a  little,  die  afked,  Who  I  was  ?  he 
Cold  her,  and  laid,  that  1  was  to  let  out  from 
JMofcow  diredfly  for  Riga  to  take  care  of  the 
•army,  and  particularly  to  attend  the  perfon 
of  the  Field-marfhal  Lacy.  She  deigned  to 
advance  to  the  place  where  I  dood,  and,  with 
ell  the  graceful  fwcetnefs  with  which  good- 
■nefs  could  infpire  an  ifiudrious  perfonage, 
.was  pleated  to  fay,  we  have  been  Informed  of 
•you,  _  we  defire  that  you’ll  take  as  good  care 
;  ,  4  C  of 
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of  the  good  old  count’s  health,  as  you  have 
done  of  Prince  Golitzin’s,  for  fohich  you  (hall 
gain  our  efteem.  She  dretched  put  her  hand, 
which  I  confidered  as  a  high  didin&ion,  and 
mod  refpettfully  killed  it.  I  had  frequently 
feen  the  Emprefs,  but  never  was  fo  nigh  her 
before  :  She  was  of  a  large  ftature,  and  in¬ 
clinable  to  be  fat,  but  extremely  beautiful  ; 
and  in  her  countenance  I  faw  fo  much  mild- 
nefs  and  majefty,  that  I  cannot  in  words  ex- 
'  prefs  them.  Her  hair  was  black,  and  her 
(kin  white  as  “  fnow  unfunn’d.”  I  humbly 
anfwered,  that  her  Majefty *s  orders  (hould  be 
obeyed  mod  religioufly.  She  was  pleafed 
to  fay,  with  a  placid  fmile,  that  (he  doubted 
nothing  of  it,  and  in  an  indant  retired.  At 
this  time  Count  Rafumoflke  was  attending 
her  Majedy.  It  is  really  furprifing  that  a 
fat,  though  young  woman,  could  move  fo 
cleverly  as  the  Emprefs  did,  in  fo  much  that 
I  could  fcarce  hear  her  feet  upon  the  floor  ; 
but  indeed  her  augud  prefence  had  much 
difconcerted  me. 

Before  I  leave  Mofoow,  I  hope  it  will  be 
agreeable  to  the  reader  to  take  notice  of  what 
pafled  worth  obfervation  in  that  city,  du¬ 
ring  my  day  there,  which  I  (hall  do  in  as 
few  words  as  poffible.  Formerly  I  obferved, 
•that,  at  our  arrival  in  Mofcow,  I  had  recover¬ 
ed  Prince  Golitzin’s  fon  Michael,  which  ex¬ 
cited,  the  enmity  of  Dr  Boenni,  an  Italian, 
who  had  taken  care  of  him  before  my  arri¬ 
val ; 
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val ;  but  the  recovery  prevented  his  hurting 
me  any  other  way  than  by  Hander  and  de¬ 
traction,  to  which  he  had  no  averfion.  An 
opportunity,  however,  as  he  thought,  Toon 
offered  of  reducing  me  to  the  neceflity  of  be¬ 
coming  his  humble  fervant.  One  Prince  Vol- 
konflte  was  taken  ill  of  a  very  malignant  fe¬ 
ver  :  His  relations  fent  for  me  on  the  6th  of 
May  1748 :  He  was  about  fifty  years  old, 
and  had  been  complaining  two  days  before 
that,  and  had  all  the  fymptoms  of  a  malig¬ 
nant  fever.  I  attended  him  twice  a-day,  and 
prefcribed  every  medicine  which  I  thought 
could  contribute  to  his  recovery  }  and  in¬ 
deed  he  feemed  to  be  in  no  danger. .  The 
prince’s  coach  was  Tent  for  me  every  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening  ;  but,  as  on  the  9th  day  of 
May  no  meflage  came,  I  concluded,  that  he 
found  himfelf  either  eafier,  or  elfe  had.  em¬ 
ployed  fome  other,  of  which  I  was  very  glad. 

On  the  nth  day,  the  coach  was  fent  early, 
intreating  me  to  make  all  hafte  ;  Having  en¬ 
quired  at  the  liveryman  what  was  the  reafoa 
the  coach  was  not  fent  the  day  before  j  .and 
having  been  informed  that  Dr  Boenni  had 
that  day  been  lent  for,  and  had  declared 
that  I  had  mi  (taken  the  prince’s  difeafe,  fay¬ 
ing  that  it  was  only  an  intermittent  fever, 
adding,  that  in  a  very  Ihort  time  he  would 
reftore  him  to  health  :  But  alas  !  faid  the  fer¬ 
vant,  he  is  now  delirious,  and  all  his  relatir 
ons  are  afraid  of  him.  I  delired  them  tq  re¬ 
turn 
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<hrn  with  the  coach,  and  acquaint  their  kna« 
fter,  that  my  other  patients,  who  had  ufcd 
me  with  honour,  required  my  attendance,  I 
and  therefore  begged  to  be  cxcufed.  At 
dinner-time,  the  coach  was  fent  a  fecond  I 
time  to  my  commander’s,  Prince  Golitzin, 
with  a  letter  to  him,  intreating  him  to  per-  ' 
fm.de  me  to  go.  After  obfcrving,  to  this 
good  prince  the  danger  I  was  in  to  conteft 
with  a  phylician,  who  might  have  it  foon  in 
his  power  to  hurt  my  character,  before  I 
got  it  cftabljftied,  I  confented  to  go.  When 
I  entered  the  room  where  my  patient  lay,  the 
putrid  fmell  alone  was  fufficient  to  convince 
me  of  the  danger  he  was  in ;  but  when  I  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  bed,  and  had  taken  notice  of 
every  fymptom*  I  hefitated  not  to  declare, 
that  all  hopes  of  recovery  were  now  gone  ; 
whereas  I  left  him  in  a  very  promifing  way. 

I  added,  that  I  would,  after  fuch  a  declara¬ 
tion,  order  nothing  for  him.  J  told  them, 
however,  that  if  they  would  fend  for  Dr 
Blumentrofe  (who  had  been  archiator  to  Pe¬ 
ter  II.  a  phylician  greatly  famed,  and  very 
defervedly)  though  a  ft  ranger  to  me,  I  would 
take  care  that  every  thing  (hould  be  done 
which  he  Qiould  preferibe,  apd  defired  them 
at  the  lame  time  to  fend  to  the  grand  apo¬ 
thecary,  and  get  a  copy  of  all  the  medicines 
preferibed  by  Dr  Boenni  and  me,  that  Dr 
^lumentrofe  might  at  once  judge  of  this  af¬ 
fair,  without  rilking  the  patient.  This  was 
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agreed  to,  though  with  difficulty,  becaufe 
Dr  Bhimentrofe’s  foea  were  very  high.  Dr 
JBlumcntrofe  did  me  jufticc,  and  approved 
of  every  thing  I  had  done :  He  agreed  alfo 
■with  me  in  declaring  the  patient  paft  reco¬ 
very  ;  but  added,  that  ftrong  veiicatories 
ihould  be  applied  to  the  extremities,  at 
which  it  was  not  eafy  to  be  grave,  coniider- 
ing  that  he  had  juft  now  declared  that  the 
young  man  was  paft  all  recovery,  and  hefi- 
tated  not  to  tell  him  (for  we  fpoke  in  Latin, 
when  we  did  chufe  the  byftanders  fhould  not 
know  what  we  were  talking  about)  that  this 
advice  furprifed  me  ;  but  the  old  and  artful 
ion  of  Galen  gave  me  a  lefibn,  which  was, 
that  in  Mofcow,  unlefs  you  order  veiicato¬ 
ries  to  be  applied,  they  imagine  that  you  do 
not  believe  the  patient  to  be  in  danger ;  but,  s 
laid  he,  if  veiicatories  be  ordered,  whether 
you  mention  danger  or  not,  they  take  it  for 
granted  that  you  believe  him  to  be  in  a  bad 
way,  Heaffured’  the  prince’s  relations  that  Dr 
Boenni  had  miftaken  the  difeafe,  and  hefitat- 
ed  not  to  fay,  that  the  prince  might  have  re¬ 
covered,  if  Boenni  had  not  crofted  my  courfe, 
and  followed  his  own.  The  prince,  accord¬ 
ing  to  our  prediction ,  died  on  the  1 3th.  This 
affair  haftened  Boenni’s  retreat  from  Mof¬ 
cow  to  his  native  country,  Italy.  I  thought 
proper  to  write  this,  to  let  the  reader  fee  that 
Jfuch  bafenefs  can  be  foot*  detected  and  pu- 
niftied  in  Ruffia,  which  is  not  the  cafe  here ; 
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for  here  it  is  eafy,  in  a  clandeftine  way,  to 
hurt  the  reputation  of  the  bed  of  men,  nor 
can  this  villainy  eafily  be  detected,  fo  as.  to 
get  the  author  punilhed.  If  Boenni  had  not 
retreated,  I  could  have  had  juftice  done  with 
great  eafe  ;  but  as  it  happened,  I  was  no  lo- 
fer,  as  in  a  very  fliort  time  tjie  news  of  this 
affair  was  related  through  the  houfes  of  the 
.molt  illuftrious  and  intelligent  people  in 
Mofcow  ;  and,  though  he  was  not  punifhed, 
my  character  was  vindicated. 

Having  been  informed,  that  many  reliques, 
curiofities,  and  variety  of  riches  were  to  be 
expofed  in  the  metropolitan  church  in  the 
Cremline,  or  cattle,  where  the  ancient  impe¬ 
rial  palace  Hands  ;  1,  during  the  week  after 
Eafter  Sunday,  exprefled  a  defire  of  feeing 
all  thefe  things  ;  but  I  was  told,  that  people 
went  out  of  devotion  ;  and  at  fuch  a  time 
they  apprehended  it  would  be  dangerous  for 
any  who  did  not  profefs  the  Greek  religion, 
and  confequently  crofs  themfelves,  and  kift 
the  reliques,  to  appear  there  j  for  the  priefb 
gave  out,  that  all  ftrangers,  particularly  of 
the  reformed  religion,  held  fuch  folemnity  in 
great  derifion.  At  laft  however,  we  fell  ,  up¬ 
on  a  fcheme,  which  fucceeded,  though  not 
without  fome  danger  of  a  difcovery.  I 
went  with  Prince  Golitzin’s  children,  and 
when  we  entered  the  church,  I  received  a 
cloak,  as  if  I  had  been  a  fuperior  fervant. 
In  the  greateft  area  of  the  church  were  plar 
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<3ed  two  tables,  declining  on  each  fide,  as 
long  as  the  church  was  broad,  excepting  a 
narrow  paftage  left  for  people  to  go  by  the 
ends  of  them.  Upon  thefe  tables,  on  each 
fide,  were  placed  the  reliques,  confiding  of 
many  thousands  of  bones,  and  other  things 
belonging  to  the  faints  ;  fome  of  them  were 
very  much  decayed,  but  had  the  ends  co¬ 
vered  with  filver ;  and  fome  fingers  and 
hands  were  there  dried,  as  the  people  in 
Norway  dry  their  fifli.  The  devotees  go  by 
the  fides  of  thefe  tables,  killing,  with  great 
devotion,  many  of  them,  while  a  prieft  goes 
along,  bawling  out  their  names,  and  what 
wondrous  things  they  had  done  when  living, 
and  fince  their  death,  particularly  in  cu¬ 
ring  difeafes.  We  fcarcely  had  gone  round 
one  of  thefe  tables,  when  one  of  the  prieft- 
hood,  who  was  Handing  at  the  end,  to  take 
care  left  any  of  the  devotees  might  make 
free  to  Heal  fome  precious  ftones  or  metal, 
called  out,  that  he  had  obferved  me  to  go 
round  one  table,  without  once  either  mak¬ 
ing  the  fign  of  the  crols,  or  killing  any  of 
the  reliques  ;  1  made  anfwer  that,  after  the 
prince  had  none,  k  would  be  time  enough, 
and  more  refpoftful  for  me  to  begin;  this  fa- 
tisfied  them,  and  1  efcaped  without  having 
been  challenged  a  fecond  time.  After  they 
had  paid  their  devotions,  and  gratified  our 
curiolity  with  what  was  to  be  feen  there,  we 
were  led  through  other  apartments,  where 
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they  buried  their  emperbrs.and  kept  fame  of 
their  principal  reliques,  and  an  incredible 
ftore  of  riches.  Amongft  the  reft,  we  law 
one  of  the  nails  which  pierced  Chrift’s  hand. 
This  was  kept  in  a  cafe  of  gold,  of  very  cu¬ 
rious  workmanfliip,  adorned  with  precious 
ftones.  It  very  much  refembled  a  long  rufty 
nail,  with  which  ftniths  in  Britain  fix  the  i- 
ron  to  their  cart  wheels,  but  longer.  We 
were  next  prefented  with  a  piece  of  Chrift’s 
vefture,  which  was  wrought  like  flocking 
work,  of  a  brown  colour.  I  cannot  deny 
that  at  the  fight  of  tliefe,  whether  they  were 
true  or  falfe,  I  was  fuddenly  feized  with  a 
very  ftrange  inexpreflible  melancholy,  which 
did  not  foon  leave  me,  and  cannot  help 
thinking  that  expofing  fuch  reliques  fcldoro, 
and  with  folemn  ceremony,  muft  have  a 
very  good  effect  upon  people,  who  impli¬ 
citly  believe  whatever  their  priefts  teach  ;  for 
J  could  obfrrve  evident  figns  of  the  paftxons 
of  many  people  having  been  put  into  very 
great  commotions  at  the  viewing  of  thefe  re¬ 
liques,  faid  to  have  been  our  Saviour’s.  We 
next  were  defired  to  view  the  fepulchre  of 
their  Emperor  Demetrius,  who  was  murder¬ 
ed  when  young,  and  whofe  body  decayed 
not.  The  body,  if  there  was  any,  lay  in  a 
fepulchre  of  marble,  whofe  fides  were  '  fo 
high,  that  I  could  not  fee  into  it.  It  was 
covered  with  rich  filks,  upon  which  were 
many  thoufands  of  pearl  and  precious  ftones 
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fixed  with  needle-work.  They  indeed  un¬ 
covered  it,  to  let  the  devotees ,  view  the  im¬ 
perial  faint,  and  people  of  fmall  flature  were 
helped  up,  but,  I  believe,  not  with  any  de- 
fign  to  let  them  have  a  fertfible  view  of  what 
was  there  }  for  they  helped  me  up  alio,  but 
Inftaritly  let  me  down  again,  telling  the  by- 
ftanders;  that  1  had  been  honoured  with  a 
fight  of  the  holy  Emperor’s  face  and  hand  ; 
neither  of  which  I  now  declare  to  have  feen, 
though  I  thought  it  very  expedient;  when  I 
was  there,  not  to  contradict  them,  efpecially 
as  they  afked  me  no  queftions.  In  a  fmall 
apartment  by  chemfelves,  we  faw  the  fepul- 
chres  of  Ivan  Vafilyitch  the  tyrant,  and  his 
Emprefs;  and  what  furprized  me  not  a  little 
was,  that  thefe  two  fepulchreS  were  covered 
with  the  richeft  filks  in  the  church,  except 
the  young  Saint  Emperor;  Notwithftand- 
ing  that,  the  Ruffians  univerfally  hold  the 
Emperor  Ivan  Vafilyitch  to  have  been  no 
Saint,  but  one  of  the  mod  terrible  tyrants 
that  ever  difgraced  humanity.  It  wire  bet¬ 
ter,  if  poffible,  to  forget  the  very  exigence 
Of  filch  execrable  wretches,  and  not  preferve 
the  remembrance  of  them  by  marks  of  ho¬ 
nour  and  renown;  But  it  appears,  that  tho* 
the  Ruffians  hate  this  tyrant’s  cruel  aflions, 
they  neverthelefs  profefs  fo  great  refpeft  for 
his  imperial  family,  that  they  thus  venerate 
his  fepttlchre  and  that  of  his  wife. 

4  D  In 
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In  many  of  the  Ruffian  churches  I  have 
feen  prodigious  riches  ;  and  I  believe*  were 
they  all  put  together,  they  would  not  equal 
what  I  faw  in  this ;  but  yet  I  was  allured, 
that  the  Trinity  Monaftery,  fixty  verfls  di- 
ftant  from  Molcow,  is  by  far  the  richeft  mo* 
naftery  in  Ruffia. 

Soon  after  my  return  from  St  Peterfburgh 
to  Mofcow,  I  was  fent  for  to  vifit  one  of  the 
Emprefs’s  principal  fecretaries  about  her 
domeftic  affairs,  who  was  faid  to  be  a  great 
favourite.  When  I  arrived  he  was  in  bed, 
but  foon  put  on  a  night-gown,  and  fat  down 
at  a  table.  The  accounts  he  gave  me  about 
his  complaints  were  very  confufed,  and  in¬ 
dicated  no  diflinft  difeafe,  but  frequently 
contradi&cd  one  another.  It  has  been  my 
cuftom,  when  I  found  it  proper,  to  tell  my 
patients  the  truth  ;  and  therefore  I  told  the 
l'ecretary,  that  although  I  had  been  long 
converlant  with  fick  people  in  many  large 
hol'pltals,  befides  my  private  patients,  I  was 
very  much  at  a  lofs  to  form  any  juft  idea  a» 
bout  his  difeafe.  I  obferved  to  him,  that  his 
pulfe,  and  all  the  non-naturals,  according  to 
his  own  account,  feemed  to  be  unexcep- 
tionably  good  ;  that  therefore  I  imagined  he 
had  no  other  complaint  that  was  not,  in  a 
great  meafure,  imaginary.  He  was  a  good- 
natured  man  ;  lmiled,  and  faid,  that  his  in* 
difpolition  was  only  fbme  diforder  in  his 
ftomach ;  and  that  if  I  would  order  fome 
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bitters  for  him,  he  doubted  not  that  they 
would  recover  him.  I  anfwered,  that  as 
Tuch  medicines  could  not  hurt  him,  I  had 
no  objection,  and  immediately  wrote  for 
them.  I  had  been  there  but  a  very  fliorc 
time  when  three  gentlemen  entered,  and  fa¬ 
miliarly  took  their  chairs.  My  patient  told 
me  that  they  were  his  friends  and  fubfecre- 
taries,  who  frequently  came  and  palled  the 
evening  with  him,  when  the  hurry  of  affairs 
was  over  ;  and  faid,  that  he  would  take  it 
very  kind,  if  I  would  fup  with  him  and 
them ;  to  which  I  eafily  contented  ;  but  I 
began  to  refled:,  that  many  foreigners  have 
been  privately  arrefted  by  fuch  people,  which 
made  me  extremely  uneafy.  The  fecretary 
oblerved  it,  and  fufpeding  the  caufe,  gave 
me  the  ftrongeft  aflurance  of  friendlhip  and 
freedom  in  every  thing.  I  was  determined 
at  once  to  know  fomething  of  my  real  fitua-. 
tion,  and  acknowledged,  that  I,  being  a 
{hanger,  could  not  help  being  concerned, 
though  I  brilkly  added,  that,  in  refped  of 
juftice,  I  had  nothing  to  fear,  and  did  not 
care  if  al  l  my  public  and  private  adions,  fince 
I  had  the  honour  of  lerving  in  Ruflia,  were 
laid  before  the  Emprefs  herfelf.  Upon  this 
they  allured  me  that  I  was  very  fete,  and 
faid,  that  the  Emprefs  had  been  informed  a- 
bout  me,  and  that  if  I  would  accept  of  a 
place  in  the  guards,  I  fhould  be  employed 
there,  which,  they  affirmed,  was  the  fame  as 
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if  I  were  employed  by  the  palace.  I  ac¬ 
knowledged  my  obligations  to  them,  but  de¬ 
clined  that  employ  ;  and  told  them,  that  I 
liked  the  fervice  of  the  fleet,  army,  or  ho- 
fpitals,  as  they  were  more  certain  and  lefs 
precarious  than  any  in  the  palace. 

After  this  frank  declaration,  they  prouni- 
fed  to  fpeak  no  more  about  it,  and  kept 
their  promife.  The  principal  lecretary  art¬ 
fully  brought  in  a  difcourfe  about  our  Per- 
flan  expedition  ;  the  reafon  of  which  at  firft 
I  did  not  understand  :  However,  I  was  much 
on  my  guard.  ‘  At  laft  thp  hiftory  of  Bac- 
kunin  the  conful  was  required,  which  was 
related  with  all  candour  on  my  fide ;  and 
thus  we  lpent  the  evening  very  agreeably. 
At  parting,  the  lecretary  delired  1  would 
pay  him  a  vilit  next  evening,  which  I  pro- 
mifed  to  do,  and  drove  home  ;  where  I  no 
fooner  arrived,  than  I  was  told  that  Prince 
Golitzin  wanted  to  lee  me  immediately.  I 
loft  no  time  in  driving  to  his  houle,  where  I 
found  him  with  Major  Berezin,  the  reft  of 
the  family  being  all  in  bed.  The  prince  afk- 
ed  me  many  queltions  concerning  what  pal- 
fed  at  the  lecretary ’s,  and  I  informed  him  of 
every  thing.  At  which  he  was  well  pleafed, 
and  intreated  me  to  gp  there  as  often  as  the 
fecretary  delired  ;  telling  me  that  he.  was  his 
good, friend,  and  intended  me  no  hurt,  but 
wanted  much  to  be  well  informed  about 
Back  unin,  who  was  arrived  in  Mofcow. 
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.And  he  further  defired,  that  I  would  comer 
to  him  every  night  after  I  left  the  lecretary, 
before  I  went  to  my  own  houfe.  This  I  did 
pointedly.  In  (hort,  the  fecretary  and  his 
companions  engaged  me  five  nights  fuccef- 
fively ;  and  begged  that  I  would  not  take 
it  ill,  if  they  took  down  fome  notes  of  my-re- 
cital :  I  allured  them,  that  what  I  (aid  was 
true  ;  and  therefore,  they  were  at  liberty  to 
write  it  all,  which  I  Ihould  not  fcruple,  if 
required,  to  fubfcribe.  Accordingly,  they 
wrote  feveral  parts  of  my  narration,  but  did 
not  defire  me  to  fign  them*  At  laft  the 
prince  had  leave  to  pay  his  refpe&s  to  the 
Bmprefs ;  who,  it  was  faid,  received  him 
coldly,  and  explained  herfelf  by  throwing 
out  l'ome  accufations  that  were  lodged  a- 
gainft  him  by  Backunin,  The  prince  beg¬ 
ged,  that  he  might  remain  no  time  under  her 
dilpleafufe,  but  that  (be  would  be  gracioul- 
ly  pleafed  to  order  the  fenate  to  canvafs  thefe 
affairs  as  foon  as  polfible.  The  Emprels  was 
gracioufiy  pleafed  to  grant  his  requeft,  and 
forthwith  difpatched  her  orders  to  the  fe-r 
nate  to  leave  off  all  other  affairs,  till  Backu- 
nin’s  accufation  of  Prince  Golitzin  was  tried 
and  ended.  The  (enate  affembled  next  day, 
and  fent  for  Backunin  ;  who,  like  a  fool, 
appeared  with  a  (word.  They  (bowed  him 
the  fword  which  Prince  Golitzin  had  taken 
from  him,  and  alked  him,  How  he  came  by 
another  ?  He  anl’wered,  that  he  had  other 
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two,  and  therefore  put  on  the  other  ;  which 
the  fenateinftantly  deprived  him  of,  and  called 
over  his  affairs  at  once.  All  the  gentlemen, 
except  Major  Cherkefloff,  who  had  written 
every  thing  which  he  knew  concerning  Bac- 
kunin’s  tranlaftions,  were  prefent  in  Mos¬ 
cow,  who  had  been  in  Perfia,  and  therefore 
the  lenate  was  at  no  lofs  to  find  out  the 
truth  :  So  that  they  ended  this  mighty  af¬ 
fair  in  one  day  ;  and  reported  to  the  Era- 
prefs  in  the  evening,  that  Backunin  was 
certainly  guilty  of  very  many  hainous  crimes 
deferving  death  ;  and  that  his  accufation  of 
Prince  Golitzin  was  abfolutely  falfo  in  every 
refpedl  :  For  which  reafon  the  fenate  had 
ordered  him  into  clofe  confinement,  till  her 
imperial  Majefty’s  pleafure  fbould  be  known. 

The  next  morning,  after  the  Fmprefs  had 
received  the  report  from  the  lenate,  I  was 
well  pleafed  to  lee  every  branch  of  that  very 
illuftrious  family  of  Golitzin  in  high  fpirits, 
and  full  of  gladnefs.  Whenever  the  prin- 
cefs  faw  me,  Hie  defired  me  to  walk  with 
her  into  a  room  by  ourfelves,  and  there  flie 
gave  me  the  following  narration. 

Yellernight,  faid  (lie,  you  know  what  un- 
eafinefs  I  luffered  on  account  of  the  bale 
Backunin,  which  was  increafed  by  the  lena- 
tors  having  communicated  no  part  of  their 
tranfa&kms  to  the  prince  ;  neither  would  lie 
fend  to  know,  though  I  intreated  him  with 
the  greateft  earneltnefs.  In  this  perplexi¬ 
ty 
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ty  I  went  to  bed  :  I  could  fleep  none  ;  the 
prince  leemed  altogether  infenfible  of  any 
danger,  frequently  laughing  at  my  weaknefs. 
At  laft  he  went  to  bed,  and  inftantly  fell  a- 
fleep.  He  had  not  flept  one  hour  when  I 
heard  a  very  uncommon  rude  noife  at  the 
gate.  Many  of  the  fervants,  afraid  of  fire, 
Van  to  the  gate,  to  know  what  the  meaning 
iof  it  Was.  At  laft  our  valet  de  chambre  en¬ 
tered  the  bed-chamber,  and  told  the  prince, 
that  an  efdavoy,  or  meflenger,  from  the  Em- 
prefs,  waited  for  an  audience  of  the  prince . 
At  hearing  of  an  efdavoy’s  arrival  from  the 
Emprels,  I  loft,  faid  (he,  at  once,  all  my  fa¬ 
culties,  artd  could  not  help  fcreaming  out, 
that  our  family  was  undone.  The  prince 
begged  of  me  to  keep  my  temper  ;  telling 
me,  that  it  was  impofiible  any  danger  could 
happen.  But,  laid  he,  if  God  would  have 
it  fo,  we  ought  to  fubmit,  like  good  Chri- 
ftians.  He  rofe  from  his  bed,  put  on  his 
morning-gown,  and  calmly  ordered  the  ef¬ 
davoy  to  come  to  him.  He  demanded 
what  orders  he  brought  from  her  imperial 
Majefty,  with  the  greateft  compofure.  The 
efdavoy  anfwered,  Long  may  your  illuftri- 
ous  family  continue  in  the  Emprefs’s  high 
favour  ;  you  are  highly  efteemed  by  her  Ma¬ 
jefty  i  She  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
command  me  to  come  and  tell  you,  that  (he 
is  glad  to  find,  by  a  report  given  in  from  the 
(enate,  that  you  are  the  fame  honourable 
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perforl  fhe  had  ever  efteemed  you  ;  and  that 
Backunin  is  a  villain,  more  vile  than  you 
had  reprefented  him.  She  has  fent  orders 
for  your  Excellency  to  take  your  places  at 
the  council-board,  and  at  the  fenate  ;  and 
fhe  has  coriftituted  you  prefident  of  the  board 
of  admiralty,  declaring  the  embafiy  to  be  at 
an  end.  She  has  appointed  your  eldeft  fon 
Alexander,  (now  vice-chancellor  of  Ruflia,) 
to  be  a  counfellor  by  her  imperial  palace. 
She  has  ordered  your  tecond  fon  to  remain 
fometime  yet  with  Count  Golofkin  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  minifter  in  Holland;  And,  laftly,  fhe 
has  conftituted  your  third  fon,  Michael;  a  fer- 
jeant  by  the  horfe-guards.  (This  is  equal  to 
a  captain,  if  fent  to  the  army.)  Thefe  are 
the  commands  her  Majefty  ordered  me  to 
communicate  to  you,  without  lofs  of  time; 

The  good  old  prince  returned  thariks  to 
God,  and  askecl  his  princefs.  If  fhe  had  ah 
hundred  rubles  in  the  houfe  ?  She  anl wer- 
ed,  that  fhe  had  only  about  eighty  ;  he  di¬ 
rected  his  valet  de  chambre  to  get  twenty 
from  the  major  ;  faying;  he  never  could  give 
a  lefs  fum  than  an  hundred  rubles  to  a  mef- 
fenger  like  him  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  dref- 
fed,  and  ordered  his  coach  to  be  got  in  rea- 
dinefs.  He  went  to  the  Emprefs  to  return, 

I  dare  fay,  firicere  thanks  for  the  favour  and 
honour  fhe  had  been  pleated  to  confer  upon 
his  family;  She  told  him,  that  fhe  had  e- 

ver 
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VOr  entertained  a  very  good  opinion  of-  him, 
particularly  for  bis  fteady  honefty,  which, 
fhe  was;  certain,  nothing  could  (bake  :  That 
foe  hadproxnifed,  before  he  fee  out  fop  Per* 
fia*  thati  foe  would,  if  he  happened  to  die  ia 
that  expedition,  to  patrouize  hj&  family  j  and 
that  though  he  had  returned  in  fafety*  foe 
ueverthelefs  would  continue  to  foow,  them  e- 
yideot  marks  pf  her  high  efteetfti  She  ask? 
efo  How  Princeft  Tatiana  had  behaved,  fop 
that  was  Priricds  Gfolitzui-  s  chrfftened  name* 
When  the  efdavoy  entered  his  houfe?  He 
told  her  juft  what  I  have  written  above,  and 
how  much  foe  was  alarmed .  At  which  (he 
laughed,  and  faid,  that  (he  expected  it  would 
be  fo,  becaufe  foe  was  a  woman  of  high  paf- 
fions. 

Nk  B.  There  are  about  (Ixty  efdavoys  kept 
attending  the  palace,,  to  be  always  in  readi- 
nefs  to  be  fent  upon  any  extraordinary  af¬ 
fairs,  and  one  of  thefe  fellows  have  been 
known  to  take,  by  the  imperial  order,  the 
greateft  Tubjedi  in  Ruflia  into  cuftody.;  fo 
that  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  princefs  was  a- 
1  armed,  when  a  meflage  was  fent  by  one  of 
them  at  that  time  of  night ;  for  they  are  of- 
tener  fent  with  difagreeable  meflages,  than 
with  fucb  as  1  have  juft  now  related  * 

.  The  Emprefis  faid  that  (he  believed  B^ck- 
tmin  to  be  a  very  great  rogue,  and  that  (he 
thought  he  (hould.  (offer  fome  exemplary  pu- 
jaiftment  for  the  feveral  faults  he  had  been 
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guilty  of.  The  prince  faid  that  undoubtedly 
he  was  a  very  bad  man,  and  delerved  to  be 
very  feverely  punHhed ;  and  added,  that  her 
Majefty  was  the  beft  judge  of  that,  but  beg¬ 
ged  to  inform  her  that  he  Backunin  had  a 
wife  and  many  children  who  had  been  guil¬ 
ty  of  no  fault,  and  therefore  recommended 
them  to  her  Majefty*s  care.  What  be¬ 
came  of  him,  I  know  not,  but  fo  long, 
as  I  was  in  Mofcow  he  was  kept  in  clofe  con¬ 
finement  :  But  his  wife  was  allured  that  no 
harm  Ihould  happen  to  her  and  her  chil¬ 
dren. 


CHAP.  XXXVII. 

Of  the  Author’s  travels  from  Mofcow,  by  St 
Petersburgi b  to  Riga ,  and  what  pajjed  there. 

NO  doubt  I  could  have  written  many 
more  anecdotes  during  my  Hay  in 
Molcow,  but  my  book  is  now  fwelled  to  a 
greater  fize  than  at  I  firft  intended,  and 
therefore  I  mult  drop  them.  I  (hall  take 
no  notice  of  the  different  ftages  on  the  road 
from  Mofcow  to  St  Peterlburgh  as  that  has 
already  been  done  in  the  firlt  volume  of  this 
work.  As  Mr  TatifhofF’s  village  however  . 
was  difiant  three  miles  from  the  road,  his  re¬ 
lations  delired  I  would  cany  a  fmall  parcel,  ' 
which  they  would  not  chule  to  fend  by  a 

fervant.  j 
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ftrvant.  This  I  could  not  rcfufe,  though 
it  is  not  free  of  danger  to  befriend  Rate  pri- 
foners,  but  I  told  them  that  I  would  fend  it 
by  a  fervant  from  the  village  near  his  houfe; 
as  I  could  not  go  there  myfelf.  I  did  fo  ; 
and  let  out  from  Mofcow  on  the  1 2  th  of  June 
1749,  an<*  arI'lvcd  in  Kline  eighty  verfts  di- 
flant,  on  the  1 3th.  I  immediately  fent  off 
from  thence  an  exprefs  with  the  parcel ,  and 
a  letter  begging  to  be  excufed  that  I  did  not 
pay  my  refpe&s  to  him,  becaufe  I  was  hur¬ 
ried,  he  fent  his  coach  for  me,  and  intreat- 
ed  that  I  would  pay  him  a  vifit  which  he 
wrote  would  probably  be  the  laR,  as  it 
truly  was :  I  therefore  went,  though 
much  afraid.  When  I  arrived,  he  faid,  as 
he  had  promifed,  that  he  would  not  detain 
me  one  hour.  I  fupped  with  him,  but  was 
very  uneafy  during  that  time,  which  I  do 
not  believe  exceeded  an  hour,  as  he  railed  a- 
gainft  the  Emprefs  and  miniftry  the  whole 
time.  His  patience  was  quite  exhaufted, 
and  his  hopes  of  enlargement  were  at  an 
end.  He  made  me  a  prelent,  and  defired 
that  I  would  anlwer  any  letter  he  might 
write  me  concerning  his  health.  I  promiled 
to  give  him  at  all  times  my  beft  advice:  But 
begged  that  he  would  write  me  nothing  but 
what  concerned  his  health.  At  this  time, 
I  told  him,  that  if  he  defigned  to  have  his 
hiftory  of  Ruflia,  which  he  had  been  writ¬ 
ing  many  years  ago,  publifhed,  I  would 
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take  it  along  ivifti  me,  janfd  ibid  it  dh*6Hy 
by  feme  fafe  hand  to  the  'Royal  Society  In 
London,  who  I  doubted  -not  would  be  at 
the  expence  of  getting  It  tranflated  and  pttb- 
lifhed  in  Englilh  :  -But  he  replied  that  fome- 
thitig  was  Hill  to  correft,  and  that  lie  had 
'offered  it  to  the  Royal  Society  for  a  certain 
film,  but  that  they  had  not  anf<vcrc- 
ed  life  expectation,  and  therefore  he  was  de¬ 
termined  to  let  it  take  its  chance.  Thus  f 
left  my  old  patient,  Privy  Counfellor  Tatif- 
hoff,  for  the  laft  time,  nor  did  I  ever  hear 
more  from  him,  but  was  told  that  he  died, 
about  half  a  year  after  this,  of  fome  fhort 
illnefs,  worp  out  with  care,  fhagreen,  an¬ 
ger  and  age.  I  arrived  in  St  Peterfburgh 
on  the  twenty  fecund  of  June,  and  was  en¬ 
treated  to  ftay  there  a  few  days  to  give  ad¬ 
vice  about  Commodore  Paton,  who  labour¬ 
ed  under  the  excruciating  pains  of  a  cancer 
in  his  tongue,  which  had  deftroyed  near 
one  half  of  it,  and  was  fpreading  over  the 
fauces.  He  died  about  two  months  after  I 
left  St  Peterfburgh.  Having  finifhed  my 
affairs  there,  I  left  that  city  for  the  laft  time, 
and  went  with  my  whole  family  on  the  ffc- 
cond  of  July  to  Narva,  one  hundred  and 
thirty  four  verbs  diftant  from  St  Peterfburgh ; 
from  Narva  to  Eurioff  or  Derpt  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  feventy  two  verfts,  from  Derpt  to 
Riga  two  hundred  and  twenty  feven,  in  all 
from  Peterfburgh  to  Riga  five  hundred  and 
1  thirty 
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'thirty  three  verfts;  and  this  I  accompHfhred 
with  a  young  family,  in  feiendays..  Livo¬ 
nia  is  very  different  ^rom  any  part  of  Ruf- 
jfia  ;  the  people  liave  more  liberty,  but  they 
pretend  to  Jmore  than  their  due,  even  fb 
•much  as  to  dlftrefs  the  traveller.  At  a  vii- 
-lage  in  tftonja  1  arrived  in  the  evening,  the 
peafants  Were  i'o  brutal  that  they  neither 
•would  fell  nor  give  me  grafs  for  my  horfes, 
though  I  had  travelled  a -long  way,  and  was 
neceffitated  to  let  them  have  a  few  hours  reft, 
and  feed  them.  I  threatned  to  take  cut  grafs 
which  was  there  in  great  plenty,  and  they 
-laid,  that  if  I  did  fb  that  they  would  com¬ 
plain  to  their  Landes  Raadt/who  is  much  the 
lame  as  a  juftice  of  peace  with  us.  Upon  en¬ 
quiry  I  was  informed  that  the  Landts  Raadt 
Aived  at  a^gfeat  diftance,  fo  that  I  could  make 
•  no  complaint  of  them,  nor  could  I  break 
their  barbarous  obftinacy  by  any  civility  I 
could  -fliew  them.  I  offered  them  a  reason¬ 
able  price,  telling  them  at  the  fame  time, 
that  I  was  certain  no  law  could  oblige  me, 
to  let  my  horfes  ftarve  in  the  midft  of  plen¬ 
ty  :  At  lafl,  fair  means  proving  ineffectual,  I 
ordered  the  foldiers  to  take  as  much  as  was 
needful  :  But  forbade  them  to  imbezzle  any. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  boors  threatned  in 
language  not  very  fupportable,  but  I  con¬ 
tented  myfelf  by  letting  them  know  that  if 
they  offered  any  violence  either  to  my  fer- 
yan^  or  foldiers,  I  would  order  them  to  fire 
*  upon 
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upon  them  without  any  regard  to  the  confe- 
quence,  feeing  I  had  in  vain  fought  things 
in  the  fair  and  eafy  way.  This  had  the  de¬ 
sired  effett.  They  indeed  pretended  to  (end 
off  to  their  Landts  Raadt ;  but  I  never  heard 
more  of  it.  Before  we  fet  out,  however, 
they  were  glad  to  beg  the  money  I  had  for¬ 
merly  offered  them,  the  receipt  of  which 
feemed  very  agreeable  to  them .  They  (aid, 
as  an  excufe  for  their  obftinacy,  that  they 
were  afraid  that  we  would  not  have  paid 
them,  as  many  gentlemen  belonging  to  the 
army  had  formerly  treated  them  in  that  way. 
At  Derpt  one  of  the  axletrees  of  my  wag¬ 
gons  was  in  bad  order,  I  therefore  lent  for 
a  tradefman  to  make  a  new  one,  which  he 
did,  but  exafted,  as  I  had  not  bargained 
with  him  before  hand,  a  mod  exorbitant 
price,  and  my  landord  advifed  me  to  pay  it ; 
becaufe,  he  laid,  that  the  judge  of  the  city 
would  oblige  me  before  I  could  go  from 
it.  As  I  was  a  ftranger,  and  not  acquainted 
with  the  Count  I  paid  him ;  being  afraid 
that  complaints  about  fuch  trifles  .might 
have  had  a  very  bad  effect :  But  when  I  be¬ 
came  acquainted  with  Count  Lacy,  1  inform* 
ed  him  of  both  thefe  pieces  of  impofition. 
As  foon  as  I  arrived  in  Riga,  I  waited  on 
the  Field-marfhal  Count  Lacy,  and  prefented 
fny  inftrutfions,  and  an  order  from  the  col¬ 
lege  of  war  to  him,  who  received  me  .very 
obligingly,  and  faid  that  he  would  give  or¬ 
ders 
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tiers  in  the  morning,  that  the  gentlemen  of 
the  army,  garrifon,  and  hofpitals  £hould  re¬ 
ceive  me  according  to  the  regulations,  winch 
was  done,  and  I  entered  immediately  upon 
bufinefs. 

The  army  immediately  under  the  count’s 
orders  were  about  one  hundred  thoufand 
men,  with  a  noble  train  of  artillery,  confin¬ 
ing  of  one  hundred  pieces  of  battering  brals 
cannon,  befides  many  mortars,  and  other 
pieces  belonging  to  them.  The  garrifon 
confifted  of  fix  regiments,  about  nine  thou- 
land  men  ;  befides  thefe,  there  was  a  body 
of  engineers.  By  the  army  every  regiment 
bad  a  field  hofpital ;  but  at  Riga  there  was 
built  a  general  hofpital  for  receiving  the  fick 
and  wounded  who  had  dangerous  fymptoms, 
from  the  whole  army.  Every  regiment  in 
the  garrifon  had  its  own  proper  hofpital,  as 
had  the  artillery  and  engineers.  By  the  ar¬ 
my  were  two  phyficians  and  a  furgeon-ge- 
neral ;  every  regiment  had  a  furgeon,  a  mate, 
and  for  every  company  two  firulnicks  ; 
thefe  are  men  who  can  let  blood,  and  do  ma¬ 
ny  little  chirurgical  operations.  By  the  gar¬ 
rifon  there  was  a  phyfician,  and  alfo  a  fur¬ 
geon,  with  firulnicks  for  every  regiment ;  be¬ 
fides  thefe,  I  was  ordered  to  infpett  their  ho¬ 
fpitals  as  often  as  the  affairs  of  the  army 
would  permit.  My  infractions  were  to  at¬ 
tend  the  field-marfhal’s  perfon  clofely  when 
he  was  fick,  but,  at. other  times,  jointly  with 
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Ae  pbyftcians,  I  was  ordered  tovifit  the  ge¬ 
neral  hofpitaU  and  the  other  hofpita^s  belong¬ 
ing.  to  the  garrifon ,  twice  every  week  at  lead, 
and  the  hafpitala. belonging  to  the  field  regi¬ 
ments  at  leaft  once  every  fumtner :  That  I 
was  to  receive  regular  reports  from  all  the 
furgeons  immediately  under  the  count's  com¬ 
mand,.  and  out  of  them  form  two  general  re¬ 
ports,  viz.  one  for. die  army  and  artillery,  and 
one  for  the  garrifon,  to  be  lent  to.  the  medi¬ 
cine  chancery  every  month  ;  from  which  Ae 
Emprefs  or  council  at  war  might  know  the 
ftate  of  Ae  army  every  monA ;  but  if  any 
pestilential  difeafe  was.  ta  make  its  appear¬ 
ance,  couriers  were  to  bei  font  exprefs  with 
reports. 

C  H  A  ffi  XXXVJlL 

Concerning  ’what  faffed,  in  Riga* 

LIVONIA  is  bounded  by Iftgria  and 
Novogorod  Velike,  on  Eftlandia  on  Ae 
north,  the  gulf  of  Livonia  and  Courland  on 
the  weft,  Semigahia  on  the  fouA.  It  is  a- 
bout  one  hundred  and  fixty  five  miles,  long 
from  Ibu  A  to  north,  and  one  hundred  and 
eighteen  in  breadth  from  eaft  to  weft.  The 
fifty-fixA  degree  north  ladtude  confines  its 
foudt  borders,  and  fifty-eight  degrees  thirty- 
four  minutes  its  north.  The  weft  fide  is 
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marked  out  by  the  forty-firft  degree  eaft  lon¬ 
gitude,  and  the  eaft  fide  by  the  fbrty-fixth. 
Riga,  the  capital,  is  built  on  the  fide  of  the 
river  Dina  in  the  forty-firft  eaft  longitude, 
and  the  fifty-fixth  degree  fifty  minutes  north 
latitude.  This  city  is  very  well  known,  it  is 
not  large,  but  pretty  well  fortified  to  the 
land,  though  in  my  time  it  was  rather  weak 
on  the  river  fide.  The  inhabitants  are  go¬ 
verned  by  their  own  magiftrates,  called  bur- 
go-mafters,  and  a  number  of  counfellors  ; 
their  decisions,  however,  are  appealable  to  the 
Court  of  St  Peterlbnrgh.  The  keys  of  the  city 
are  lodged  every  night  with  the  principal  bur- 
go-mafter,  and  the  gates  are  watched  by  a 
ftrong  body  of  garrifon-foldiers. 

In  my  time  Count  Lacy  was  not  only 
field-marfiial  of  the  army,  but  alfo  general- 
governor  of  the  conquered  provinces,  and  yet 
even  his  private  trail  faction  9  were  fubjebt  to 
the  review  and  reverfal  of  the  Emprels  :  For 
inftance,  he  had  two  fons  and  many  daugh¬ 
ters,  all  married  :  He  was  veiy  rich  both  in 
land  and  money,  and,  it  was  faid,  that  he 
lent  hb  money  yearly  to  the  bank  of  Amfter- 
dam.  The  Eraprefs  Elifabeth  fome  years 
by-paft  had  given  him  large  pofleflions  of 
lands  in  Livonia.  As  the  count  was  very 
old,  he  thought  proper,  in  my  time,  to  fell 
thefe  lands  to  Counfellor  Campenhaufen,  a 
Livonian  gentleman.  The  bargain  was  corn- 
pleated  in  Livonia,  the  money  paid  to  the 
4  F  count. 
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count,  and  all  the  writs  finifhed  according 
to  the  law  of  the  country  :  When  the  Em- 
prefs,  however,  was  informed  of  it,  (he  font 
an  order  to  the  chancery  of  Livonia,  letting 
them  know,  that,  although  (he  had  given 
the  field-marfhal  fuch  lands  for  his  long  faith* 
fill  ler vices,  yet  the  did  not  defign  that  either 
the  count  or  any  of  his  fucceffors  fhould  have 
it  in  their  power  to  fell  what  fhe  defigned 
fhould  remain  in  the  Lacy  family,  as  a  mark 
of  the  high  imperial  efteem  conferred  on  him; 
and  therefore  commanded  the  count  to  re¬ 
turn  the  money  to  Mr  Campenhaufen,  and 
receive  and  keep  the  lands  as  formerly. 

The  Livonians  profefs  the  Lutheran  reli¬ 
gion,  nor  do  they  permit  any  Roman  church 
in  the  city  of  Riga.  However,  to  teftify  the 
great  regard  which  they  had  for  Count  Lacy's 
perfon,  they  permitted  two  priefts  to  live  in 
the  city  near  the  caftle,  but  prohibited  their 
having  any  public  worfhip,  excepting  in  the 
count's  palace.  They  exprefled  their  grati¬ 
tude  more  effeftually  ftill  by  an  annual  pre- 
fent  of  two  thoufand  ducats  and  firewood, 
which  they  never  gave  to  any  before  the 
count :  But  I  fufpett  that  the  Ruffians  will 
probably  learn  the  burghers  to  continue  that 
annual  gift  to  the  count’s  fucceffors  ;  for  I 
have  known  inftances  of  their  not  over-ftrift- 
ly  adhering  to  the  capitulation  agreed  with 
the  Livonians.  The  citizens  pretend  to  li¬ 
berty,  and  the  Ruffians  acknowledge  it,  but 
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I  imagine  it  is  only  the  fhadow  of  liber* 

The  Livonian  nobility  and  gentry  meet 
in  Riga  once  or  twice  annually,  to  regulate 
their  country  affairs.  In  thefe  meetings, 
they,  with  the  confent  of  the  Court  of  St 
Peterfburgh,  lay  on  fmall  taxes,  and  make 
by-laws  refpe&ing  their  police,  but  they  can 
do  nothing  of  therafelves,  Their  nobility 
and  gentlemen  are  not  obliged,  as  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  are,  to  ferve  in  either  the  army  or  fleet ; 
neither  can  they  ferve  any  other  power  with¬ 
out  permiflion  from  Court.  The  peafants 
are  all  in  a  ftate  of  flavery,  nor  do  they  live 
fo  well  as  the  Ruffian  boors.  Some  parts  of 
Livonia  are  very  rich,  but  the  greateft  part 
which  I  have  feen  is  a  poor  fandy  foil,  efpe- 
cially  about  Riga.  Riga  carries  on  a  very 
'’•reat  trade  with  all  the  northern  nations, 
though  they  have  no  (hips  of  their  own.  I 
was  credibly  informed,  that  about  one  thou- 
fand  fail  of  fliips  vifit  this  port  once  every 
year.  Seven  verfts  weft  from  Riga,  where 
the  Dina  unites  with  the  fea,  Hands,  on  an 
ifland,  one  of  the  ftrongeft  fortifications  in 
Ruflia  ;  the  walls  are  well  mounted  with 
cannon.  This  fort  is  called  Dinamind,  or 
the  mouth  of  Dina.  No  fhip  can  pafs  by 
this  caftle ;  and,  I  have  been  told,  that  a 
man  of  war  cannot  approach  it,  the  water 
not  being  deep  enough. 

Sooa 
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Soon  after  my  arrival,  I  went  and  vifited 
not  only  all  the  hofpitals,  but  alfo  all  the  dif¬ 
ferent  regiments  which  lay  within  fifteen  or 
twenty  verfts  of  the  city.  This  great  army 
was  commanded  by  Count  Lacy,  and  under 
him  Lieut.  General  Lieven,  General  Brown, 
and  General  StrechnofF,  all  of  them  gentle¬ 
men  of  great  honour. 

It  fignifies  little  to  the  reader,  what  kind, 
or  how  many  patients  we  had  in  our  hofpi¬ 
tals  :  It  is  enough  to  fay,  that  in  the  army 
we  had  from  between  five  or  fix  hundred  to 
two  or  three  thoufand  fick  daily,  and  thefe 
were  not  many  in  proportion.  In  the  gar- 
rifon  we  had  many  more  fick  compared  with 
the  army  ;  for  out  of  fix  regiments  we  had 
feldom  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  eighty, 
and  very  often,  efpecially  in  the  fpring  and 
autumn,  we  had  feven  or  eight  hundred, 
and  fometimes  a  greater  number.  In  the  ar¬ 
my  I  had  no  manner  of  reafon  to  be  diflatis- 
fied  ;  but  in  the  garrifon  every  thing  was  in 
confufion.  In  the  army  the  phyficians  and 
furgeon  general,  my  predeceflor,  had  kept 
the  furgeons  ftriftly  to  their  duty,  according 
to  the  regulations  ;  but  it  was  quite  other- 
ways  in  the  garrifon,  of  which  1  fhall  take 
notice  hereafter  ;  and  this  was  occafioned 
by  appointing  to  the  garrifon-hofpitals  one 
of  the  moft  ignorant  phyficians,  only  .for  be¬ 
ing  fon  in-law  to  the  late  ArcHiator  Fifher. 
-As  this  man  was  fupported  by  great  men  at 
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court,  none  of  my  predeceffors  gave 
themfelves  any  trouble  about  the  garri- 
fon,  becaufe  they  could  not  do  any  thing 
effectually,  without  rilking  a  quarrel  with 
Dr  Graff,  for  this  was  his  name,  which  the 
fear  of  his  great  protestors  at  court  rendered 
dangerous. 

I  was  not  long  in  Riga,  when  I  received 
the  following  piece  of  hiftory  from  good  au¬ 
thority,  viz.  One  Dr  Fonderholft,  a  German, 
was,  a  few  years  before  my  arrival,  phyfici- 
an  to  the  army  :  He  was  laid  to  have  been 
a  man  of  learning,  but  of  no  great  forefight. 
He  happened  to  receive  an  affront  from  one 
of  the  great  lords  at  court,  and  who  was  in 
great  favour  with  the  Emprefs,  which  he,  the 
doCtor,  not  only  would  not  put  up  with,  but 
lampooned  him  feverely,  and  rendered  him 
very  ridiculous.  The  lord  had  the  add  refs  to 
get  the  doCtor  fent  to  Siberia,  it  is  laid,  un¬ 
known  to  the  Emprefs,  and  in  the  following 
manner  :  One  day,  as  the  doCtor  was  attend¬ 
ing  die  field-marfhal,  who  was  fick,  a  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  guards  arrived  with  exprelles  from 
St  Peterlburgh,  and  demanded  immediate  au¬ 
dience  :  He  was  introduced,  and  whifpered 
fomewhat  in  the  field-marlhaPs  ear :  He  de- 
fired  the  doCtor  to  amufe  himfelf  in  the  great 
hall,  till  he  had  ended  fome  bufinefs  with  the 
captain  ;  when  that  was  done,  the  doCtor 
was  again  called  upon,  and,  when  he  had 
given  the  field-marlhal  his  advice  about  fome 
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ailment,  which  he  at  that  time  laboured  un¬ 
der,  was  going  to  retire,  the  count  defired 
him  to  come  to  dinner,  becaufe  he  might 
need  his  farther  afliftance  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  invited  the  captain  of  the  guards  to 
dine,  telling  him,  that  he  was  not  able  to  fit 
at  the  table  himfelf,  but  the  vice-governor. 
Prince  Dolgaruka,  who  was  prelent,  would 
bear  him  company  ;  this  was  agreed  to.  At 
dinner  the  captain  told  the  vice-governor, 
that  a  relation  of  his,  in  his  way  to  the  ar¬ 
my,  was  fuddenly  taken  ill  of  lome  dileale, 
and  was.  obliged  to  remain  in  a  houfe  only 
diftaut  about  three  or  four  verfts  from  the  ci¬ 
ty  ;  therefore  defired  the  prince  to  appoint 
fome  fufficient  phyfician  to  vifit  him,  for 
which  he  would  be  handfomely  confidered. 
The  vice  or  deputy-governor  pointed  to  Dr 
Fonderholft,  faying,  this  gentleman  is  phy¬ 
fician  to  the  army,  and  one  of  the  ableft  phy- 
ficians  in  Riga,  therefore  he  could  not  be 
better  lerved  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  polite¬ 
ly  defired  the  doctor  to  vifit  the  fuppofed 
gentleman.  Dr  Fenderholft  agreed,  and  was 
giving  directions  to  his  fervants  to  get  his 
coach  ready,  when  the  prince  told  him,  that 
that  was  needlefs,  as  his  coach  was  large  e- 
nough  to  carry  them  all  to  fuch  an  inconfi- 
derable  diftanee.  After  dinner,  when  they 
had  arrived  at  the  houfe  where  they  pretend¬ 
ed  the  lick  gentleman  was  fuppofed  to  be, 
and  had  taken  a  few  glalTes  of  wine,  the 
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do&or  delired  to  fee  him  ;  but  was  anfwer- 
ed,  that  he  was  a  ftate  prifoner  by  order  of 
the  cabinet ;  and  therefore  they  advifed  him 
to  make  no  refiftance,  but  go  into  a  travel¬ 
ling  waggon  ready  at  the  door  ;  telling  him 
at  the  fame  time,  that  if  he  offered  the  lea  ft 
refiftance,  he  would  be  bound  fall  with  ropes, 
and  might  be  very  cruelly  treated  on  the  way 
by  the  ferjeant  and  foldiers,  who  were  ap¬ 
pointed  to  convoy  him  to  his  place  of  defti- 
nation.  Thus  this  man  was  convoyed  to  Si¬ 
beria,  and  there  (in  fome  pitiful  town)  was 
long  immured,  or  kept  in  a  hole  in  the  wall,  - 
with  only  a  fmall  flit,  through  which  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  provifion.  It  feems  he  had  fome 
money  about  him  when  he  was  arrefted,  but 
the  captain  took  nothing  from  him  except 
his  fword.  The  foldiers  on  the  way  robbed 
him  of  his  watch,  but  he  concealed  what  lit¬ 
tle  money  he  had  from  them.  ,  He  was  at  no 
lofs  to  fee  that  his  money  could  not  maintain 
him  long,  and  likeways,  that  he,  who  had 
been  accuftomed  to  live  in  luxury,  could  not 
long  fupport  himfelf  with  fuch  poor  provifi- 
ons  as  are  allowed  to  fuch  prifoners ;  there¬ 
fore  he  affetted  to  be  a  fortune-teller,  and 
gave  inftru&ions  to  the  foldiers  who  kept 
guard  upon  him,  frankly  giving  them  the 
half  of  what  he  got  by  his  art. 

The  foldiers  were  acquainted  with  many 
of  the  fuperftitious  inhabitants,  and  told  the 
dottor  every  thing  concerning  them  before 

they 
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they  came  to  him,  which  he  repeated  to 
them,  whereby  his  fame,  as  a  wife  man, 
fprcad  far,  and  he  got  fomething  to  fupport 
himfelf.  Having  no  books,  nor  any  company 
who  could  in  the  leaft  help  him  to  pafs  his 
time  in  this  miferable  fituation,  he  got  a  few 
hens,  and  diverted  himfelf  with  feeding 
them.  He  gave  their  eggs  a  black  colour, 
and  wrote  upon  with  a  pin,  ( den  ungclucklick 
Doftor  FonderholJl.J  Ungelvcklick  fignifies 
unfortunate.  Thefe  eggs  he  fold  to  the  in¬ 
habitants  as  charms,  or  feme  fuch  things. 
They  knew  not  the  meaning  of  the  writing, 
but  thought  it  made  the  eggs  more  valuable. 
After  the  doftor  had  been  many  months 
thus  confined,  one  day  the  governor’s  lady 
fet  up  in  this  village,  in  her  way  from  Ruffia 
to  Siberia,  and  wanted  eggs,  amongfl  other 
things,  for  dinner.  The  hoflefs  told  her, 
that  there  was  in  this  place  a  prifoner,  a 
very  wife  man,  who  fold  extraordinary  eggs. 
She  defired  to  fee  them  ;  and  as  Che  under- 
flood  the  German  language,  fee  wasfbrprized 
to  fee  wrote  upon  them  the  name  of  the  phy- 
fician,  who,  a  few  years  before  that,  had  re¬ 
covered  her  from  a  very  dangerous  fever. 
She  went  to  the  hole,  and  fpoke  with  the 
doftor;  then  fee  applied  to  her  hufband, 
and  got  his  fituation  made  much  eafier ; 
and  as  fee  was  a  great  favourite  with  die 
Emprefs,  fee  wrote  to  her  Majefly,  and  re¬ 
presented  his  undeferved  misfortune  fo  pa¬ 
thetically. 
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tRetically,  that  the  governor  received  orders 
to  liberate  him,  and  fend  him  on  her  expence 
to  Mofcow,  where  he  received  Tome  of  the 
money  he  had  been  robbed  of,  but  recover-, 
ed  only  a  few  of  the  valuable  jewels  which 
were  embezzled  when  he  was  at  firfl  confin¬ 
ed.  "When  I  went  firft  to  Mofcow,  Dr  Fon- 
derholft  was  arrived  there,  and  all  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  that  city  were  full  of  his  ftory.  Tho* 
he  was  not  employed  in  the  imperial  lervice, 
he  lived  very  well  by  his  practice,  and  die  in¬ 
habitants  (hewed  great  kindnefs  to  him. 

After  he  was  lent  from  Riga,  the  officers 
went  to  his  houle  to  feize  what  value  and 
papers  they  could  find.  His  fervants  readi¬ 
ly  let  them  in  j  but  the  doctor  had  a  dog 
who  bit  many  of  them  ;  nor  would  this 
faithful  animal  permit  any  to  enter  that  room 
till  he  was  (hot.  It  was  faid  that  they  got 
in  gold  and  jewels  in  that  room  which  the 
dog  defended,  to  the  value  of  twenty  thou- 
fand  rubles. 

It  was  given  out,  that  the  doftoris  crime 
was,  his  having  treacheroufly  kept  up  cor- 
refpondence  with  fome  of  the  neighbouring 
princes:  However,  few  people  believed  this, 
becaufe  it  never  was  made  evidently  appear* 
and  in  Ruffia  it  is  well  known,  that,  when 
people  are  unfortunate,  many  crimes  are 
laid  to  their  charge,  of  which  they  are  quite 
innocent. 

4  G  The 
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The  above  ftory,  which  is  very  true,  gave 
me  fo  much  uneafinefs,  that,  I  cannot  deny, 
it  frequently,  not  only  through  the  day  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  mo  ft  horrible,  but  alfo  difturbed 
my  deep :  Nor  (hall  I  ever  forget  it  fo  long 
•as  I  live. 


CHAP.  XXXIX. 

.Concerning  the  Citizens  of  Riga,  Courland ,  and 
what  happened  there  in  the  Tear  1 750. 

THough  Riga  and  the  inhabitants  are 
very  well  known  to  merchants  and 
fea-faring  people,  yet  many  of  my  readers 
may  be  defirous  to  be  informed  about  them. 
The  inhabitants  of  Riga  are  a  very  frank, 
kind  people,  and  very  polite  to  ftrangers. 
They  live  by  trade,  and  have,  by  their  poli¬ 
cy,  kept  hitherto  up  a  (hew  of  liberty.  I 
faid,  that  the  city  was  governed  by  four  ma- 
giftrates  ;  but  they  have  alfo  a  great  number 
of  counfellors,  and  a  fyndick.  Their  magi- 
ft rates  have  a  falary  annexed  to  their  office, 
and  they  are  not  permitted  to  trade  during 
their  magiftracy ;  which,  though  elettivc, 
may  continue  as  long  as  they  live,  providing 
they  pleafo  their  council.  They  have  great 
power  in  the  city;  but  if  any  think  that  they 
Have  not  got  juftice,  they  appeal  to  St  Pe* 
terfburgh,  and  frequently  get  the  magiftrates 
fentence  reverfed.  They  have  many  cor¬ 
poral 
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poral  punishments,  and  inflidl  them  with  fe- 
verity  upon  thofe  who  are  not  of  the  coun- 
cil.  I  knew  a  very  bafe  inftance  of  their  ri¬ 
gour.  An  inn-keeper’s  wife  happened  im¬ 
prudently  to  reflect  upon  the  injustice  of  the 
fyndick,  which  was  reported  to  him.  He 
lummoned  her  and  her  hufband  to  appear 
before  the  court ;  and  the  fadt  being  proved, 
they  fentenced  the  woman  to  appear  in  the 
market-place,  when  thronged  with  many 
people,  and  there  take  up  her  own  coats,  and 
receive  a  number  of  laflies  upon  her  pofleri- 
ors  by  the  hands  of  the  executioner.  The 
•woman  was  a  very  comely  perfon,  and  a 
mother  of  fome  children  :  Her  hufband  of¬ 
fered  to  pay  a  confiderable  fum  of  money, 
to  prevent  fo  fhameful  and  painful  a  punifh- 
ment ;  but  all  would  not  do  ;  {he  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  obey.  If  {he  had  not  fubmitted  tq 
this  vile  fentence,  {he  would  per  force  have 
been  punifhed  in  the  fame  manner,  but  with 
much  more  fevcrity.  The  people  of  Riga 
were  obliged  to  be  filent ;  but  the  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  army,  who  valued  them  not,  and 
foreigners,  ridiculed  them  fo  much  for  exr 
pofing  the  fex  in  fo  unbecoming  and  bar-? 
barous  a  manner,  that,  I  dare  fay,  there  has 
not  been  an  example  of  the  like  nature  iince. 
The  Livonian  Women  are  very  pretty,  ra-» 
ther  inclinable  to  be  fat,  but  fine  agreeable 
features.  Their  unmarried  women  are  kept 
in  very  good  order  ;  but  it  is  faid,  that,  a£*' 
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ter  marriage,  they  do  not  pay  great  regard 
tp  chaftity,  again  ft  which  they  offend,  not 
by  ftealth,  but  pretty  openly.  Their  ladies  of 
quality  are  very  vain  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time 
polite  to  thofe  who  pay  them  great  refpeft. 

Merchants  wives,  and  other  idle  women, 
are  to  be  feen  at  the  doors  of  their  houles, 
almoft  through  the  whole  day,  for  no  other 
reafon  than  to  fee  the  gentlemen  pals  by, 
and  receive  their  compliments.  To  fuch  a 
length  is  this  foolilh  cuftom  come,  that  a  man 
fcarcely  can  be  covered  one  moment,  and 
therefore  walk  with  their  hats  under  their 
arms,  like  fo  many  pctits  maitres.  At  my 
firft  arrival  I  took  no  notice  of  thefe  idle 
women  ;  at  which  they  were  affronted,  and 
called  me  an  tingebsfiiger  Schotlander%  or  an 
ill-bred  Scotchman.  Their  quality  conlifts 
of  counts,  barons,  and  gentlemen,  which, 
altogether,  they  term  nobles.  In  Riga  there 
are  three  fuperb  magnificent  churches  of 
the  reformed  Lutheran  religion,  and  one 
chapel  of  the  Puritan,  fupported  chiefly  by 
the  Britifli  merchants.  I  was  once  prefent 
where  it  was  obferved  to  the  Puritan  pallor, 
that  the  Britilh  feldom  went  to  the  church. 
The  pallor  acknowledged  the  fact  ;  but 
Paid,  that,  notwithftanding  thereof,  the  Bri- 
tilh  were  very  elfential  pillars  to  it ;  becaufe, 
if  it  were  not  for  them,  the  reft  of  thole  who 
profefs  their  religion  were  not  able  either  to 
pphold  the  church,  or  fupport  the  pallor. 

'  '  Courland 
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Courland  is  fuch  a  country  as  Livonia, 
but  there  are  more  woods  in  it ;  and  I  think 
the  foil  is  better,  and  not  fo  very  Tandy.  It 
is  lituated  fouth-weft  from  Livonia,  and  is 
but  a  fmall  dukedom,  fubjedl  to  the  crown 
of  Poland,  though  the  Ruffians,  in  my  time, 
kept  them  greatly  under  ;  yet  the  Courlan- 
ders  are  much  more  free  than  the  Livonians, 
and  are  ruled  by  their  own  laws. 

The  people  are  very  like  the  Livonians, 
only  I  imagine  the  peafants  are  not  fuch 
flaves ;  yet  this  I  cannot  certainly  fay,  becaufe, 
though  I  was  twice  in  that  country,  my  time 
was  very  Ihort ;  but  I  am  certain,  that  the 
gentry  are  much  more  at  liberty  than  the 
Livonians  ;  for  they  can  go  where,  and  do 
what  they  pleafe ;  and  are  in  their  own 
country  fubjeft  to  their  own  laws.  Howe- 
ver,  they  have  been  of  late  much  bridled  by 
feventeen  thoufand  Ruffian  troops,  who  lay 
in  Courland  during  the  time  I  was  in  Riga. 

The  Courlanders,  when  their  Duke  was 
an  exile,  were  governed  by  four  great  offi¬ 
cers  of  ftate,  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  the 
Duke  had  been  with  them  :  Under  them 
the  country  is  governed  by  the  gentry, 
many  of  whom  are  appointed  judges,  called 
Landts  Raadts,  or  country  counfellors.  I 
imagine  they  have  greater  powers  than  our 
jullices  of  peace  ;  for  I  have  been  informed, 
that  three  Polilh  gentlemen  can  inffift  capi¬ 
tal  punilhments  upon  their  boors.  The  e- 
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ftablifhed  religion  b  Roman  Catholic  ;  but 
they  are  mild  enough  in  Courland  .to  thofe 
of  the  reformed,  I  fufpeA,  however,  that 
this  is  much  owing  to  the  Ruffian  troops  be¬ 
ing  there,  for  many  of  their  officers  are  of 
the  reformed  religion,  who  would  not  have 
borne  any  reftraint  upon  their  religion. 

Courland  and  Livonia  are  very  plentiful 
countries  <  they  have  not  only  enough  for 
thenifelves,  but  are  able  to  export  great 
quantities  of  all  forts  of  grain.  The  capital 
of  Courland  is  but  a  very  fmall  city,  without 
any  fortification  :  The  walls  are  all  in  ruins, 
fo  that  you  may  ride  over  them.  I  fulpect 
that  they  are  not  permitted  to  rebuild  them  ; 
but  Riga  is  one  of  the  beft  fortified  cities  I  e- 
ver  faw.  The  citizens  of  Riga  had  a  very 
high  ftrong  wall  between  the  city  and  citadel, 
fo  that  it  would  appear  the  citadel  was  un¬ 
der  the  authority  of  the  city,  in  the  time  of 
the  Swedifh  government,  becaufe  the  citadel 
lay  expofed  to  the  cannon  of  the  city  placed 
upon  that  high  wall,  which  effeAually  cover¬ 
ed  the  city  from  any  attempt  of  the  garrifon 
in  the  citadel:  But  things  are  changed; 
the  high  wall  b  thrown  down,  and  the  city 
lies  expofed  to  the  cannon  of  the  citadel, 
which  is  feparated  from  the  city  by  a  deep 
broad  folia,  and  high  walls,  well  ftored  with 

pannon.  . 

The  late  Earl  of  Hyndford  returned  to  Bri¬ 
tain  through  Riga,  where  he  was  much  ho¬ 
noured  by  the  good  old  field  marfhal.  Thefe 
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two  great  men  Teemed  to  vie  with  one  ano¬ 
ther  whieh  of  them  fhoiild  behave  with  the 
created  politenefs.  I  had  been  honoured 
with  a  letter  from  the  Earl,  acquainting  me, 
that  he  expe&cd  to  be  in  Riga  on  fuch  a 
day,  and  defiring  that  I  would  not  be  ab- 
fent.  I  obtained  leave  from  (the  field  mar- 
flial  to  go  about  twenty  miles  out  of  the  city 
to  meet  the  Earl.  We  arrived  at  Riga  late, 
but  the  count  had  ordered  one  gate  to  be  left 
open,  that  the  Earl  might  meet  with  no  ftop, 
a  piece  of  politenefs  that  was  never  ftiown  to 
any  before.  When  the  Earl  arrived,  he  fent 
his  fecretary  with  compliments  to  the  count; 
the  count  returned  that  ceremony  by  one  of 
his  general  adjutants.  Next  day  the  Earl 
paid  a  vifit  to  the  count.  The  old  gentleman 
took  that  fo  well,  that  he  went  down  (lairs, 
and  faw  the  Earl  placed  in  his  coach  ;  nor 
would  he  be  hindered.  Not  fatisfied  with 
this,  he  had  ordered  his  own  coach  to  be 
got  in  readinefs,  he  went  into  it,  and  order¬ 
ed  to  drive  immediately  behind  the ,  Earl’s 
coach  to  the  houfe  where  he  lodged,  un¬ 
known  to  the  Earl,  who  was  not  a  little  fur- 
prized  with  the  novelty  of  this  piece  of  po¬ 
litenefs.  When  the  count  was  going  to  re¬ 
turn,  the  Earl  propofed  to  convoy  him  to 
his  cattle  ;  but  this  the  count  would  not  per¬ 
mit,  telling  the  Earl,  that  if  he  did  fo,  they 
would  be  obliged  to  drive  after  one  another 
through  the  ftreets  -of  Riga  the  whole  day  ; 

for, 
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for,  faid  he,  I  am  determined  to  pay  the  laft 
vifit,  having  failed,  by  your  Lordfhip’s  a- 
lertnefs,  to  pay,  the  firft,  which  good  man¬ 
ners  obliged  me  to  have  done*  Count  Lacy 
had  a  very  lincere  friend  (hip  for  the  late  Earl 
of  Hyndford,  which  he  feemed  to  take  plea- 
lure  in  acknowledging  in  a  very  singular  and 
oftentatious  manner,  upon  every  occafion 
which  offered  ;  and  which  I  was  allured  he 
never  had  done  to  any  before,  nor  in  my 
time  of  lerving  in  that  army.  Next  day 
the  Earl  eroded  the  river  Dwina  in  a  great 
dorm  of  wind  and  rain,  when  the  river  was 
running  thick  with  ice,  in  company  with  the 
late  Mr  Freir  furgeon  to  the  Ruffian  guards, 

•  who  was  returning  to  his  native  country, 
and  my  late  brother,  who  was  killed  at  the 
Moro  Caftle,  and  his  fecretary.  When  they 
were  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  they  ftruck 
againft  a  board  of  ice,  by  which  means  a 
plank  was  darted  from  the  bow,  which, 
though  a  new  boat,  let  in  much  water.  No 
doubt,  they  were  all  in  danger  ;  yet  none 
could  oblerve  that  the  Earl  was  in  the  leaft 
alarmed.  The  boat-men  had  fome  fifli  in 
the  fore  end,  which  were  wafhed  in  with  the 
water.  The  fecretary  feeing  fifli,  roared 
out,  that  they  would  be  all  loft,  bqcaufe,  faid 
he,  there  are  numbers  of  fifli  already  in  the 
boat..  The  country  people  were  carrying 
over  fome  grains  to  feed  their  cattle,  which 
was  thrown  into  the  river.  Mr  Freir  had  in 

the 
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ihe  boat  a  trunk,  in  which  he  kept  his  mod 
•valuable  papers.  lie  imagined  that  they 
had  thrown  out  his  think,  and  exprefled, 
upon  that  occafion,  the  utmoft  indignation 
and  furprife,  till  he  was  allured  that  his 
trunk  Was  dill  fafe;  however,  though  with 
difficulty,  they  got  all  fafe  to  the  other  fide; 

CHA  P.  XL; 

.  Concerning  the  Garrifon  at  Riga,  &c; 

I  SAID  before  that  t  had  no  difficulty, 
though  very,  much  fatigue  with  the  ar¬ 
my,  but  it  waS  quite  otherwife  with  the 
garrifon.  In  the  Spring  feafon  the  fcurvy 
raged  With  the  greated  violence,-  and  fweep^ 
ed  away  many  inen  ;  you  may  read  my  de¬ 
scription  of  it  irt  Dr  Lind  on  the  fcurvy 
page  338;  When  I  faw  what  dtfmal  ha- 
vock  this  difeafe  wohld  make  in  the  garrifon  * 
I  regreted  the  Want  of  gardens,  where  frefh 
herbs,-  and  excellent  Vegetables  might  have- 
been  hurfed  bp  for  the  ufe  of  the  fick.  One 
Of  the  furgeons  was  honed  enough  to  tell 
me,  after  taking  my  pfomife  not  to  difcover 
pi y  author,  that  the  great  father  of  Ruflia, 
Peter ,  had  not  forgotten  the  garrifon  hofpi- 
tats  of  Riga,  and  fho  wed  me  that  one  acre  of 
land  was  by  that  great  Emperor  allotted  to 
each  hofpital,  but  added  that  the  phyfician 

4  H  would 
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would  not  enter  into  any  difpute  with  the 
fuperior  officers  of  the  regiments.  Th  fo 
gardens. were  at  that  time  drefled  up  for  the 
ufe  of  the  colonels,  lieutenant-colonels,  and 
majors,  and  the  hofpitals  for  which  they 
were  defigned  had  not  the  fmalleft  ufo  of 
them.  I  thanked  the  furgeon  for  his  infor¬ 
mation,  and  aflured  him  that  I  was  deter¬ 
mined,  in  lpite  of  any  oppofition  I  could 
meet  with,  to  get  the  gardens  reftored  to 
the  fick.  Accordingly  I  went  dire&ly  to 
the  garrifon  chancery,  and  demanded  to  foe 
the  books  in  which  the  garrifon  hofpitals 
were  inftituted.  This  the  focretary  could 
not  deny ;  there  I  found  out  that  to  each 
hofpital  was  allotted  an  acre  of  ground  for 
the  ufo  of  the  .  fick,  and  was  ordained  to  be 
drefled  by  the  fioldiers  belonging  to  the  gar¬ 
rifon  :  When  1  was  in  pofleflion  of  fo  good 
authority,  1  reprefented  the  miferable  fitua- 
tion  of  the  hofpital  to  the  Field-marflial.  He 
returned  me  thanks  for  my  care,  and  defir- 
ed  me  to  give  into  his  chancery  a  petition  re- 
prefenting  the  ftate  of  the  hofpitals,  and  de¬ 
manding  the  gardens  to  be  reftored,  purely 
for  the  ufe  of  the  fick.  In  doing  this  I 
loft  no  time  ;  accordingly  the  gardens  were 
inftantly  reftored,  and  orders  iflued  that  the 
commiflaries  fhould  be  anfwerable  for  any 
the  leaft  embezzlement.  Any  one  may  fee 
that  I  muft  meet  with  no  friendfliipfrom  the 
principal  officers  who  had  furreptitioufly 

feized 
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fetzed  upon  thefe  gardens  :  And  Dr  Graff 
was  affronted  that  I  had  not  acquainted  him 
before  I  proceeded  fo  far.  I  valued  very  ‘ 
little  any  thin£  they  could  aft  againft  me, 
and  threatned  to  report  the  affair  to  the  me¬ 
dicine  chancery,  which  quieted  them. 

Now  I  began  in  earned:  to  projeft  my  ex¬ 
it  out  of  Ruflia.  My  wife  had  born  four 
Ions,  three  of  whom  were  living.  I  could 
not  bear  the  thoughts  of  letting  my  chil¬ 
dren  have  a  chance  of  lofing  their  liberty, 
which  undoubtedly  they  would  run  the  rifque 
of,  if  I  had  happened  to  die  before  they 
attained  the  ufe  of  their  reafo'n,  and  had  re- 
folution  to  infift  upon  their  right.  I  repre- 
fented  their  cafe  and  the  views  I  had  to  their 
mother,  and  let  her  fee  the  neceflity  there 
was  for  her  going  to  Scotland  with  her  chil¬ 
dren,  alluring  her  that  i  would  return  to  it 
next  year.  She  very  frankly  agreed  to  my 
plan.  I  then  went  to  my  good  commander 
the  Field-marlhal,  and  told  him  that  it  was 
necefiary  for  my  wife  and  children  to  be 
lent  to  the  care  of  my  relations  in  Scotland, 
and  therefore  I  begged  that  he  would  be¬ 
friend  me,  without  much  trouble,  to  grant 
them  proper  paflports,  telling  him  that  I 
had  at  that  time  one  of  the  bell  opportunities 
of  fending  them  with  Captain  Scot  for  Dun¬ 
dee.  He  molt  readily  granted1  the  paflports, 
and  I  loft  no  time  in  fending  them  away, 
eldeft  foh.  was  (even  years  old-,  my  ftcond 

was., 
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was  one  year  and  fivp  months,  my  youngeft 
(named  Piercy  after  the  Field-marfhal  who 
flood  godfather  for  Mm)  was  only  two 
months.  Probably  this  Will  be  thought  a 
barbarous  action  by  forqe,  tq  fend  a  young 
wqqnan  with  three  infants  into  a  country, 
where,  ll^e  was  an  ablblnte  ftrangerr  But  I 
aufp  pretty  certain  that  when  every  thing 
is  ponfldered,  the  judiciops  part  of  man- 
..kind  will  be  of  opinion  that  1  a  died 
A  very  right,  ,as  by  this  action,  I  preferyed  all 
our.jibep^s*,.'  I  rifqudd  very  great  hard¬ 
ships  to,  preferve  them.  I  rifqued  every  thing 
valuable  to  myfelf  for  their  fafeties  ;  I  fent 
them  to  fhe  o^re  of  ipy.  father,  and  tq  a 
country  where  they  could  be  educated  in 
principles,  which  I  always  had  judged  beft; 
and  I  provided  fqr  the  liberty  of  thofe  not 
then  born.  It  is  evident  that  I  placed  my¬ 
felf  in  the  gap,  and  counted  nothing  too 
dear  tQ  deliver  them  from  bondage.  I 
cannot  exprefs  thq  anxiety  I  was  in  at  part¬ 
ing,  and  indeed,  which  cqntinued  till  I  faw 
them;  for  I  imagine  I  was  in  no  fmall  jeo¬ 
pardy  as  the  fequel  will  prpve.  \  was  ob¬ 
liged  to. bear  the  impertinent  taunts  and  re- 
proaches  of  feveral  people,  ignorant  of  the 
value  I  put  on  liberty,  at  fending  them  a- 
way  ;  however  the  great  inquietudes  and 
commotiqns  in  my  mind  got  fome  relief  ip 
aktoqt  jbree  months  thereafter,  when  I  re- 
cei^d  a  jetter  from  my  wife  acquainting  me 
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that  they  were’  all  fefely  arrived  in  Scotland, 
and  in  good  health. 

My  finall  family  being  now  fafely  arrived 
in  Scotland*  I  confidered  that  my  petitions, 
from  Aftrachan  had  never  been  honoured 
with  any  anlwer  ;  therefore  determined  tq 
petition  for  my  difcharge  from  the  (prvice  ; 
or  if  that  could  not  conveniently  be  agreed 
to,  I  demanded  one  year  to  go  fqr  Scotland, 
where  my  family  then  was,  in  order  fo  put 
my  affairs  in  a  regular  way,  that  my  wife 
and  infants  might  not  be  Hable  to  fuffer  any 
bardfhip  by  my  ablence  :  Such  q  petition  I 
lent  off  foon  after  1  was  allured  that  they 
were  arrived  in  Scotland;  that  they  in  the 
chancer)'  might  bavp,  according  to  the  re¬ 
gulations,  one  half  year  to  provide  them- 
lelves  with  another  in  my  place. 

In  the  month  of  Augud,  a  mod  danger 
rous  fire  broke  out  in  a  brewer’s  houfe  built 
to  the  fide  of  a  magazine  of  hemp,  which 
was  contiguous  to  the  greateft  powder  ma-  , 
gazine  in  Riga.  Upon  this  occafion,  the  ci¬ 
tizens  were  in  very  great  cobfqfion,  the 
gates  of  the  city  were  all  fhut,  and  none 
wa$  permitted  either  to  go  in  or  out*  The 
good  old  Field-marfhal  had  been  complain¬ 
ing,  but  upon  this  occafion,  he  went  out, 
and  ftqod  upon  the  magazine  of  powder 
during  the  whole  time,  though  &  cold 
night,  and  gave  out  his  orders  for  extin- 
guilhing  the  fire,  I  attempted  to  get  tp  him, 

:  *  .  ‘  but 
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but  could  not,  the  multitude,  hurry,  and 
confufion  was  fo  great.  The  danger  was. 
very  dreadful,  but  by  the  care  of  our  field- 
marfhal  it  was  at  laft  extinguiflied.  The 
generals  flocked  all  about  him,  promifed  to 
do  every  thing  to  get  it  extinguiflied,  if  he 
would  retire  to  the  caftle,  but  he  would  not, 
faying,  that  if  Riga  the  metropolis  was 
blown  up,  he  would  not  furvive  it.  By 
the  vigorous  application  of  the  foldiers,  un¬ 
der  the  eye  of  their  field-marflial,  it  was  at 
laft  extinguiflied,  with  the  lofs  only  of  one 
houfe,  although  every  one  was  expe&ing,  e- 
very  moment,  that  they  would  be  blown  up 
in  the  air  :  But  it  was  the  caule  of  a  fever 
to  the  good  old  count,  which,  though  he 
recovered  it,  was  the  caufe  of  a  cachexy, 
which  at  laft  lent  him  to  his  grave.  Next 
morning  he  inflfted  upon  being  blooded 
contrary  to  the  opinion  of  all  the  phyficians, 
and  from  this  time,  he  continued  in  a  very 
dangerous  way,  till  the  beginning  of  De¬ 
cember,  when  he  recovered  fome  ftrength. 
In  the  time  of  his  illnefs,  eXprefles  were  fent 
to  St  Peterfhurgh  frequently  with  reports  of 
his  ftate.  of  health ;  at  laft,  it  was  the  opi* 
nion  of  all  the  medical  people,  that  he 
ought  not  to  be  troubled  with  any  buflnefs  ; 
we  communicated  our  opinion  to  him,  and 
begged  that  we  might  be  permitted  to  men¬ 
tion  it,  in  our  next  report  to  the  cabinet, 
^p  which  he  contented*  Accordingly  Prince, 

Dolgaruka 
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Dolgaruka  our  vice  or  deputy  governor  wa& 
ordered  to  take  care  of  the  affairs  of  the 
province,  and  fotfr  generals  were  command¬ 
ed  to  take  care  of  the  army.  At  laft,  he 
was  (b  far  recovered,  that  ort  new  year's  day 
he  went  into  a  great  hall  where  many  hun¬ 
dreds  of  officers  uled  to  go  to  do  bufinefs1, 
pay  their  refpeCts  to  the  good  old  count,  or 
fee  their  friends.  When  the  count  appear¬ 
ed  d  reded  in  a  brocade  fuit  of  cloaths  with 
his  fword  by  his  fide,  and  in  all  his  differ¬ 
ent  orders,  the  gentlemen  fhouted  for  joy 
to  fee  once  more  the  perfon  who  had  led 
them,  every  where  victorious,  again  ft  their 
enemies.  The  count  was  extremely  well 
pleafed  with  this  mark  of  their  love  to  him, 
and  flood  fpeaking  to  them  fo  long  that  I 
obferved  him  fhaking.  I  went  to  him,  and 
put  him  in  mind  of  his  weaknefs.  He 
turned  to  the  gentlemen  and  told  them  that 
his  own  feeblenefs,  and  the  doctor's  com¬ 
mands,  as  he  thought  proper  to  exprefs 
himfelf,  would  not  permit  him  to  day  long¬ 
er  there,  made  a  bow,  and  retired  for  the 
laft  time  from  the  gentlemen  of  the  army, 
who  truly  adored  him.  That  day  arrived  in 
Riga,  in  his  way  to  St  Peterfburgh,  an  am- 
badador  from  the  court  of  Vienna,  who  din¬ 
ed  with  the  fiejd-marfhal.  When  he  arrived 
in  St  Peterfburgh  he  reported  that  the  count 
was  much  recovered,  and  had,  he  hoped,  e- 
fcaped  all  danger:  But  by  the  time  he  reach¬ 
ed 
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ways  ;  for  that  very  night,  after  the  ambaP 
IV  dor  had  left  him,  he  relap  fed  ;  nor  did  be 
ever  recover  it. 

When  the  Emprefs  received  fuch  agreeable 
news*  fbe  fenit  orders  to  the  war-office,  that 
they  fhould  require  the  count  to  take  the 
command  of  the  army.,  and  congratulate 
him  on  his  recovery.  By  the  time  thefe  or¬ 
ders  arrived  in  Riga  the  count  was  worfe  by 
much,  and  took  it  ill  of  the  council  of  war 
to  require  him,  when  in  fo  feeble  a  Rate,  to- 
take  the  command.  He  ordered  the  fecre- 
tary  to  return  for  anfwer,  th^f  he  had  taken 
the  command  ;  dor  fhould  he  ever  part  with 
it  again  till  death  parted  them  :  That  alt  ho’ 
he  was  no  longer  able  to  ride  on  horfeback, 
he  was  determined  to  go  where-ever  it  fhould 
be  found  neceflary,  carried  in  a  litter. 

At  this  time  it  was  ftrorigly  reported,  that* 
early  in  the  fpring,  we  fliould  be  ordered 
to  march  agairift  the  Pruffians  :  But  it  is 
Well  known,  that  the  differences  were  ami¬ 
cably  made  up  between  the  courts  of  St  Pe- 
terfburgh  and  Berlin  at  that  time*  I  wa9 
prefent  when  the  count  gave  theie  orders  to 
his  fecretary  ;  but  fcarce  had  he  done,  when 
the  poft-mafter  brought  a  great  bag  of  let¬ 
ters  ;  I  Was  informed  that  the  number  ex¬ 
ceeded  one  hundred.  Upon  feeing  fuch  a 
number,  we,  who  were  not  intereflcd*  re- 

.  tired. 
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tired,  and  there  remained  with  the  count  only 
one  or  two  of  his  Tons  in-law  to  read  the  con¬ 
tents.  After  a  (hort  time  I  was  delired  to 
vifit  the  count,  and  was  told  that  the 
nels  was  ended:  I  did  fo,  and  found  Mm 
much  fatigued  with  reading  letters  of  con-  - 
gratulation  on  his  recovery  ;  the  caufe  of 
which  happened  ip  the  following  manner : 

I  was  informed  by  undoubted  authority,  that 
when  the  Empreis  got  notice  of  the  count's 
recovery,  fhe  exprefled  as  great  fatisfaclion 
as  if  he  had  been  her  father  ;  and  with  great 
joy  ordered  the  above-mentioned  orders  to 
be  fent :  That  General  Apraxin,  who  ex¬ 
pelled  to  get  a  marfhal’s  flaff  by  the  army, 
and  fome  of  his  friends,  accofled  the  Em* 
prefs,  telling  her,  that  the  Held-marfhal  was 
worn  out  with  age,  and,  at  his  time  of  life, 
was  unable  to  -command  fo  great  an  army  as 
was  in  Livonia.  They  therefore  counfelled 
her  to  appoint  Count  Lacy  governor-general 
of  the  conquered  provinces  only,  and  confti- 
tute  another  field-marfhal  by  the  army. 
"Whether  the  Emprefs  faw  through  their  de- 
fign,  or  whether  (he  ailed  according  to  the 
dillates  of  her.  own  reafon,  I  (hall  not  de¬ 
termine  ;  but  her  gracious  aofwer  was.  That, 
from  all  accounts  which  fhe  had  ever  got. 
Count  Lacy  had  at  all  times  behayed  him-  . 
felf  ftriltly  as. a  man  of  the  moll  unblem idl¬ 
ed  honour  :  That  (he  defied  any  prefent  to 
produce  one  fingle  inftance  to  the  contrary  : 
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That  no  complaint  had  ever  been  made  a- 
gainft  him,  either  from  the  army  or  pro¬ 
vinces  ;  but  that  (he  was  well  allured  that 
he  was  revered  as  their  father :  That  as  he 
had  ferved  her  father,  his  fucceflors,  and 
herfelf,  without  blemifh,  (he  was  determined 
to  maintain  him  in  all  his  places  of  high  truft 
and  honour  as  long  as  he  lived  :  And  that  if 
any  durft  attempt  after  that  time,  to  difluade 
her  from  that  rel’olution,  fhe  was  determined 
to  make  fuch  feel  the  utmoft  weight  of  her 
refentment.  Thefe  laft  words,  it  is  faid,  (he 
ex  prefled  With  fuch  an  air,  as  made  them  all 
tremble.  They  flunk  off ;  and  all  the  cour¬ 
tiers,  and  others,  who  heard  of  it,  wrote  let¬ 
ters  of  congratulation,  and  aflted  and  return¬ 
ed  thanks  for  favours.  This  great  good 
man  continued  daily  to  lofe  his  ftrength  till 
the  19th  of  April  1 75 1,  when  he  died,  uni- 
verfally  lamented  by  all  who  had  the  honour 
of  his  acquaintance.  His  two  fons  arrived 
fome  months  before  his  death,  and  attended 
him  carefully  till  his  laft.  The  eldeft  re¬ 
mained  at  Riga  when  1  left  that  city,  but 
the  youngeft,  who  is  at  prefent  field-marfhal 
to  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  returned  foon 
after  his  father’s  death  to  Vienna.  Count 
Lacy  left  Ireland  when  1 3  years  of  age,  an 
%enfign  in  King  James  VII. ’s  army,  and  retir¬ 
ed  to  France,  where  he  ferved  iome  years.  He 
ferved  fix  years  in  the  Emperor  of  Germany’s 
army,  and  entered  into  the  Ruffian  fervice  as 
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major  in  the  guards,  fometime  before  the 
battle  of  Narva  ;  and  I  was  informed  that  it 
■was  owing  to  his  deftroying  the  roads  in 
the  rear  of  the  Ruffian  fugitives,  which  pre¬ 
vented  the  Swedes  from  purfuing,  and  ma¬ 
king  a  more  terrible  carnage  :  From  which 
time  he  ferved  ever  vi&orious,  and  greatly 
in  favour  of  all  the  crowned  heads,  and 
much  refpedted  by  all  good  men  till  his 
death. 

It  is  needled  here  to  trouble  the  reader 
with  the  many  altercations  which  happened 
betwixt  the  malicious  Dr  Graff  and  me.  It 
is  enough  to  obferve,  that  he  had  acculed 
me  of  impoffibilities,  and  falfely ;  which  I 
had  well  attefted  by  the  late  field-marflial, 
and '  other  refpedlahle  people  in  the  army  ; 
and  what  related  to  the  medical  affairs,  I  had 
attefted  by  the  phyfician  of  the  army,  and 
all  the  garrifon  furgeons.  In  fhort,  I  pro- 
pofed  to  the  raoft  imperious  and  unjuft  Hol¬ 
lander,  Kaw  Boerhaave,  to  have  our  affairs 
tried  by  a  court-martial,  when  I  was  certain, 
fupported  only  by  the  regulations  qf  Peter 
the  Great,  1  fliould  have  little  trouble  in  ren¬ 
dering  him  incapable  to  lerve  in  Ruffia,  or 
any  other  w’ell  regulated  nation.  And  what 
refpedled  his  pradlice  of  medicine,  I  doubted 
not  would  be  readily  condemned  by  all  th,e 
univerfities  in  Europe,  to  whom  I  was  ready 
to  appeal.  The  fear  of  this  hindered  him 
from  caufing  the  furgeons  keep  regular 
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books  in  the  hofpitals  ;  but  I  had  abundance 
of  teftimonials  of  his  mal-pra&ice,  and  of  his 
either  lettting  the  foldiers  be  ftarved,  or  fed 
with  fmall  portions  of  rotten  fifh,  fome  of 
which  I  keep  to  this  day,  as  a  curiofity. 

I  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  my  frequent 
follicitations  concerning  thefe  affairs  haften- 
ed  the  happy  time  of  receiving  my  difcharge 
From  the  lervice.  On  the  3d  of  April  the 
field-marfhal  caufed  read  my  difcharge,  which 
indeed  makes  very  honourable  mention  of  my 
long  fervices  ;  then  he  caufed  read  a  memo¬ 
rial  from  the  medicine  chancery  to  him,  which 
I  was  not  expecting,  requiring,  that  before 
my  difcharge  fhould  be  given  to  me,  I  fhould 
be  obliged  to  fign  a  paper,  binding  myf’elf 
to  return  to  the  fervice  in  the  (pace  of  one 
year,  acquainting  him  that  my  place'  in  the 
army  could  not  be  kept  vacant  during  fo 
long  time.  As  I  had  lately  obtained  my  de¬ 
grees  as  phyfician,  it  was  required  that  I 
fhould,  before  I  left  the  country,  acquaint 
the  archiator  or  chancery  in  what  port'  or 
place  I  was  willing  to  ferve.  The  good 
field-marfhal  then  afked  me,  If  I  was  refol- 
ved  to  go  by  land  ?  I  anfwered,  that  I  in¬ 
tended  to  wait  till  the  (hipping  arrived,  be- 
caufe  the  journey  by  land  would  be  very  ex¬ 
pen  five.  Then  he  returned  my  difcharge 
and  the  memorial  to  the  fecretary,  faying, 
that,  as  I  intended  to  (lay  fo  long,  he  ex¬ 
pected  I  would  aifift  him  with  my  advice  and 

attend- 


Digitized  by  LjOoq  le 


TRAVEL  S. 


62* 

attendance  as  long  aS  I  remained,  and  thatit 
was  but  reafonable  I  fliould  receive  my  fala- 
ry  as  formerly  for  fuch  trouble.  A  few  days 
before  the  field-marfhal  died,  a  report  was 
figned  by  Dr  Shilling,  phyfician  to  the  army, 
and  myfelf,  declaring,  that  it  was  our  for- 
rowful  opinion,  that  the  field-marfhal  could 
not  put  off  many  days  longer ;  that  all  hopes 
of  his  recovery  were  at  an  end.  Upon  re¬ 
ceipt  of  this,  all  written  affairs  were  fealed 
up,  and  a  report  font  to  the  Emprefs  by  the 
vice-governor  and  generals  of  the  army. 

On  the  1 9th,  prefontly  after  die  field-mar- 
fhal’s  death,  as  I  was  going  to  the  cafile,  I 
met  the  fecretary,  who  delivered  to  me  my 
difcharge,  without  requiring  any  conditions, 
at  which  I  was,  no  doubt,  extremely  glad  : 
But  when  the  field-marfhal’s  papers  were  un- 
fealed,  the  memorial,  which  I  took  notice  of 
formerly,  was  found  amongft  them.  Prince 
Dolgaruka,  the  vice-governor  and  my  patient, 
*  font  for  me,  and  required  that  I  fliould  fign 
a  paper,  obliging  myfelf  to  return  in  the 
fpace  of  one  year.  I  anfwered,  that,  if  that 
had  been  defired  before  I  had  received  my 
difcharge,  I  would  have  complied,  and  would 
alio  have  kept  my  word  with  as  much  truth 
as  I  had  ferved  long  fifteen  years  ;  but  faid, 
that,  as  I  had  now  got  my  difcharge,  I  thought 
It  unreafonable  in  the  chancery  to  afk  a  free 
man  to  oblige  himfelf  to  be  bound  to  any 
country.  The  prince  told  me,  that  he  could 
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not  anfwer  to  let  me  go  till  he  heard  from 
the  chancery,  or  till  I  gave  him  fuch  a  wri¬ 
ting.  Thus  tve  parted,  ever  in  great  friends 
(hip. 

All  the  pitizens  of  Riga  mourned  for  the 
lofs  of  the  late  field -marfhal,  and  tolled  their 
hells  eight  days.  The  army  were  not  be¬ 
hind  them  in  expre  fling  their  grief ;  and  I 
lamented  his  death  with  as  much  fince- 
rity  as  is  pofiible  for  a  human  breaft.  I 
had  great  reafon,  for  I  had  loft  a  mod  fin  ■ 
cere  and  potent  friend,  one  who  would  and 
could  have  effectually  protected  me  againft 
all  the  force  of  the  medicine  chancery,  who 
very  foon  began  tP  let  me  fee  that  they  in¬ 
tended  to  jump  over  the  lacred  walls  of  ho¬ 
nour,  juftice,  and  truth,  and,  pontrary  tp 
all  laws  human  and  divine,  rob  pie  °f  my 
falary,  and  even  my  liberty,  notwithftanding 
the  dif charge  they  had  given  me,  making  the 
moft  honourable  mention  of  my  long  fcrvi- 
ces ! 

At  the  time  when  my  difcharge  was  firft 
received,  the  field-marfhal  faid,  that  as  I  had 
been  long  abfent  from  Britain,  he  thought  a 
declaration  from  him  concerning  my  fervices 
in  Ruftia,  with  his  fubfcription  and  feal, 
might  be  of  fervice  to  me.  I  could  do  no 
left  dian  return  him  thanks  for  his  kindnefs, 
and  told  him,  that  I  thought  I  would  be 
much  honoured  by  it.  He  faid,  that  if  I  want¬ 
ed  to  ferve  any  where  in  Europe,  he  doubl¬ 
ed 
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ed  not  that  it  would  be  a  good  introduftiori; 
blit  was  afraid  it  would  not  have  much 
weight  in  Great  Britain,  where  he  lamented 
that  every  port  or  place  was  bought  and  fold, 
a  very  fmall  value  being  fet  upon  qualifica¬ 
tions.  Accordingly  he  ordered  his  fecretary 
to  make  out  a  teftimonial  in  the  French  lan¬ 
guage,  which  I  retain,  and  value  it  very 
much,  but  have  never  made  ufe  of  it. 


G  H  A  P.  XLI. 

Concerning  my  'TranfaBiom  and  Efcape ,  after  t 
had  got  my  Difcharge. 

HAVING  now  got  my  difcharge,  I  wrote 
a  letter  to  Dr  Kaw  Boerhaave,  begging 
that  he  would  caufo  payment  be  made  to  me, 
agreeable  to  Peter  the  Great's  regulations,  of 
my  (alary  due  by  the  medicine  chancery,  ac¬ 
quainting  him  at  the  fame  time,  that  I  had 
font  a  petition  to  the  medicine  chancery  for 
that  purpofo.  I  waited  one  month  in  vain 
for  an  anfwer,  and  then  wrote  another  letter 
to  Dr  Condoidy,  vice-prefident  at  that  time 
in  the  chancery,  in  which  the  nature  of  jhe 
fubjedt  obliged  me  to  reflect  upon  the  little 
notice  taken  of  my  petition  and  letter  font  to 
the  archiator  ;  this  I  did  with  all  decency  : 
But  the  chancery,  no  doubt  well  knowing 
that  they  might  have  been  obliged  to  pay  me 
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out  of  their  own  pockets,  at  this  time  lent 
one,  the  moft  unprecedented  order  to  Prince 
Dolgaruka  that  ever  was  heard  of,  except  pof* 
fibly,  from  a  board  of  inquifition.  It  com¬ 
manded  the  prince  not  to  permit  me  to  go 
from  Riga  till  he  received  further  orders : 
This  order  was  received  the  latter  end  of 
May.  A  fecond  order,  flill  more  furprifing, 
was  received  from  faid  chancery  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  end  of  June.  It  commanded  the  Prince 
to  fend  me  from  Riga  to  St  Peterfburgh  on 
my  own  charges,  and  to  take  from  under 
my  hand  an  obligation,  that  I  fhould  let  out 
from  Riga  upon  a  certain  day ;  that  I  fhould 
go  by  a  certain  ro?d  ;  and  laftly,  that  I 
fhould  be  in  St  Peterfburgh,  and  appear  in 
the  chancery,  againft  fuch  a  day  as  I  fhould 
fix.  1  needed  no  fpe&acles  to  fee  into  the 
deflgn  of  fuch  an  inhumane  and  unprece¬ 
dented  order,  and  I  hinted  no  lefs  to  the 
Prince,  who  could  not  deny  that  it  looked 
as  if  they  defigned  to  feize  me  by  the  road, 
and  he  fincerely  condoled  with  me.  1  ob- 
ferved  to  the  prince,  that  he  was  ordered  to 
let  me  go  from  Riga,  but  not  until  I  had 
flgned  fuch  an  obligation  as  the  chancery  de¬ 
manded  :  He  aflented  to  the  truth  of  this ; 
then  I  put  him  in  remembrance  of  the  care 
J  had  taken  of  himfelf  and  family,  and  only 
delired  a  few  days,  till  I  had  laid  my  diilrefs 
before  the  Britifh  minifter,  who,  I  imagined, 
could  not  fail  to  give  me  his  protection,  be¬ 
fore 
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fore  he  the  prince  made  a  report  to  the  chan¬ 
cery,  telling  him,  that  1  allb  would  petition 
the  chancery  for  juftice,  and  fend  it  with  his 
report.  To  all  this  he  agreed.  I  then  fent 
off  a  letter  to  our  minifter  Mr  Guy  Dickens, 
and  related  all  my  grievances,  and  only  de- 
jGred  that  he  would  make  it  known  to  the  Eim 
prefs,  or  get  the  grand  chancellor  to  bring 
me  to  St  Peterfburgh  in  fafety,  where,  | 
doubted  not,  that  I  fhould  make  my  ene¬ 
mies  much  afhamed  of  their  actions,  and  ve¬ 
ry  probably  punifhed.  I  obferved  to  the 
minifter,  that,  as  a  Britifh  fubjed,  I  thought 
I  had  a  right  to  demand  his  protection,  to 
fee  that  juftice  was  done  me,  which  if  he  did, 
I  had  no  reafon  to  be  in  the  leaft  afraid  of 
any  thing  they  could  do.  At  the  fame  time,  I 
wrote  to  an  acquaintance  in  St  Peterfburgh, 
and  defired  him  to  fpeak  with  the  Britifh  mi¬ 
nifter,  and  immediately  fend  me  notice, 
what  he  intended  to  do.  By  the  courle  of 
the  port,  I  received  an  anfwer  from  my  friend, 
telling  me  that  he  had  lpoken  with  the  mini¬ 
fter,  who  faid,  that,  if  I  would  come  to  St 
Peterfburgh,  he  then  would  protect  me,  but 
could  not  at  that  diftance  !  and  that  he  never 
defigned  to  write  me  one  lerap.  I  could 
lcarcely  believe  that  a  minifter  from  Britain 
would,  or  indeed  durft  neglect  the  fecurity  of 
one  of  their  matter’s  fubjeCts  ;  but  in  this  f 
was  miftaken,  I  could  not  loon  find  out; 
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the  caufe  of  Mr  Guy  Dickens*  indifference, 
efpecially  as  I  waited  on  him  when  he  palled 
through  Riga,  and  offered  him  any  fervices 
which  were  in  my  power  :  He  alfo  in  his 
turn  promifed  to  do  me  any  kindnefs  he 
could  ;  but,  upon  reflection ,  I  fuppofe  that 
the  fright  he  was  put  into  at  the  court  of  Swe¬ 
den,  a  few  years  before  this  period,  deterred, 
him  from  protecting  me  ;  but  it  is  evident 
to  every  perlon,  that  the  cafes  were  extreme¬ 
ly  different ;  for  in  Sweden  it  was  faid,  that 
he  received  under  his  protection  a  perfon 
who  had  been  plotting  againfl  the  govern¬ 
ment,  and  my  affair  was  private,  relating  only 
to  my  juft  demands.  Thank  heaven,  I  was 
fo  far  from  being  one  of  fuch  character,  that 
at  this  day,  if  I  was  informed  of  any  harm  to 
come  upon  Ruffia,  I  would  lofe  no  time  in 
contributing  all  in  my  power  for  its  fafety  ; 
and  I  am  not  afhamed  to  declare,  that  I 
honour  Ruflia  next  to  my  own  native  coun¬ 
try. 

Finding  no  longer  fafety  in  Riga,  having 
fealed  up  all  my  chefts,  and  fecured  what 
money  I  had  in  that  country,  I  privately  left 
Riga,  entered  into  a  Britifli  fliip,  and  fafely 
arrived,  on  the  1 5th  day  of  Auguft  in  Dun¬ 
dee,  to  my  great  fatisfaClion.  J,  foon  after 
my  arrival, went  to  my  wife  and  children,  who 
were  agreeably  furprifed,  not  having  been  in¬ 
formed  that  I  intended  to  come  home  at  that 
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time.  Soon  after  my  arrival,  I  applied  to  the 
late  Earl  of  Hyndford  (having  been  inform¬ 
ed,  by  letters  received  from  Riga,  that  Prince 
Dolgaruka  would  not  let  my  baggage  be  lent 
to  Scotland)  for  relief,  who  moll  readily  re¬ 
quired  from  me  a  fpecies  fatti,  and  fent  it  off 
with  a  memorial  from  himlelf  to  the  Grand 
Chancellor  Beftucheff.  Though  the  Earl  was 
then  at  Carmichael-houfe,  and  veiled  with  no 
public  charadler,  fo  much  regard  was  paid 
to  his  powerful  reprefentation  at  the  court  of 
St  Peterlburgh,  that  a  very  threatening  order 
was  fent  to  Prince  Dolgaruka  to  fend  off  my 
baggage  in  all  halle,  and  with  all  care.  The 
prince  was  fo  alarmed  with  the  faid  order, 
that  Mr  Wallace,  the  only  Scots  mailer  re¬ 
maining  at  Riga,  was  ordered  to  receive 
them  on  board  his  Ihip,  though  he  fcarcely 
had  room,  who  brought  them  fafely  to  Aber- 
brothock  ih\the  fame  year  in  which  I  came 
home.  From  this  it  appears,  that  a  proper 
miniller  can  do,  not  only  great  good  to  his 
country  in  general,  but  to  every  individual 
belonging  to  it ;  fo  that  had  the  Earl  been 
in  St  Peterlburgh  when  I  left  Riga,  I  would 
have  had  no  great  difficulty  in  getting  all 
my  arrears  paid  up  ;  whereas  I  loll  not  on¬ 
ly  all  my  juft  demands,  but  much  precious 
time,  by  the  inaction  or  timid  difpolidon  ol 
Mr  Guy  Dickens.  My  claim,  however,  be¬ 
ing  clear  and  well  founded,  I  formed  it  in¬ 
to 
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to  a  memorial,  which  I  preferred  to  a  great 
man  at  that  court,  and  was  favoured  with 
this  frivolous  anfwer,  “  That  none  would 
then  fpeak  to  the  Emprefs  (Elifabeth)  about 
any  private  affairs !” 
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